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 סוכות
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear son, Eli. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו רפואה שלימה:ל   
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

  )מ, ויקרא כג( "ושמחתם לפני ד' אלקיכם שבעת ימים"
“and you shall rejoice before Hashem, 
your G-d, for a seven day period.” 
 
“And you shall rejoice” – this is a biblical, positive 
commandment.  This same commandment is not 
written regarding Pesach or Shavuos – only 
concerning Succos.  The Torah commands us to 
be joyous and to dance, uninterruptedly, day 
and night – for seven days.  Only the greatest 
tzaddikim, the most exalted holy ones, 
performed the most passionate dances, dances 
with flair.  They danced, leapt and twirled – just 
as Dovid Hamelech had done. 
 
 

 סוכות ושמחת תורה
Succos and Simchas Torah 

 
Succos is the revelation of the unique love 
between HKB”H and the Nation of Israel.  It is 
the hug with which HKB”H embraces us in His 
right arm – “His left hand supports my head, and 
His right hand embraces me in support.”1  The 
holy Arizal taught that this pasuk is a reference 
to the sukkah.  The sukkah is a bit of the next 
world in this world.  On Succos, the highest light, 
which is the light of emuna, shines.  When a 
person has emuna – he has everything.  When 
a person knows that everything is Hashem’s 
will and for the best – and he does not just 
know this - he breathes it, he lives it – his life 
is Gan Eden.   
 

                                                           
 שמאלו תחת ראשי וימינו תחבקני (שיר השירים ח, ג)  1
Adaptor’s note:   
“His left hand supports…” = Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  
“And His right hand embraces…” = Succos. 

True, this is hard for me, that hurts me and I am 
lacking something else – but it is all precisely so 
that I will merit being close to Hashem.  The 
singular good in this world is proximity to 
Hashem.  It is as Dovid Hamelech said, “But as for 
me, Hashem’s nearness is my good.”2 
 
“You shall rejoice on your Festival… and you will 
be completely joyous.”3  What does it mean to be 
“completely joyous?”  We must be completely 
happy.  For eight days and eight nights, we are 
obligated to be only happy.  This is harder than 
all other service of Hashem.  Succos is the 
holiday that is most overflowing with mitzvos.  
The word mitzvos comes from the term for 
joining and connection (צוותא).  They connect us 
to Hashem.  When?  When we perform them with 
joy.  Connection with the Creator of the World is 
only possible through joy.  The happier we are 
with a mitzvah, the more it connects us to the 
Creator. 
 
When a person is happy with a mitzvah it reveals 
that he does it with love, with heart.  When a 
father performs mitzvos with enthusiasm, his 
children see the sparkle in their father’s eyes, 
they feel their father’s excitement and they 
learn that this is the most heartening thing in 

                                                           
 ואני קרבת אלקים לי טוב (תהילים עג, כח) 2
 ושמחת בחגך... והיית אך שמח (דברים יד-טז) 3
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life.  A Jew who is happy with his yiddishkeit is 
the happiest being in the world. 
 
A person who inspires joy in his home – his 
family lacks nothing because when we are 
happy, we feel so close to Hashem.  When we are 
close to Hashem – nothing is missing. 
 
Joy takes work.  Rebbe Nachman taught that 
even if a person does not feel happy – he must 
endeavor to act happy.  If he does, joy will follow.  
Once, Rebbe Nachman’s daughter had a terrible 
toothache and he told her to be happy.  She 
asked, “It hurts so much, how could I be happy?”  
He answered that if she acted as if she were 
happy, she would reach such great joy that she 
would dance out of joy and be completely healed.  
That is exactly what happened.  She reached such 
great joy until she closed the blinds and danced.  
That joy healed her. 
 
Rebbe Nachman taught: all spiritual and physical 
illnesses stem from marred joy.  Therefore, we 
must reinforce ourselves, with all our might, 
always to be happy.  Human nature drags us into 
depression and sadness because of the wounds 
and events of time.  Every person experiences so 
much suffering.  Therefore, we must force 
ourselves to always be happy and cheer 
ourselves up - however we can.4 
 
On Succos, we build the desire to do everything 
for Hashem’s glory – to forget ourselves a bit.  In 
Hoshanos, we say, “For Your sake, our G-d - 
please save!  For Your sake, our Creator - please 
save!  For Your sake, our Redeemer - please save!  
For Your sake, our Attender - please save!”5  All 
for Your sake.  We ask for salvation - for You.  
Rescue us so that we can sanctify Your name, so 
that we can escape our animal instinct and base 
urges – so that Your children may look like You 
want us to look – so that Your will shall be 
revealed and implemented in the world – so that 

                                                           
 ליקו"ת כד 4
למענך אלוקינו הושע נא. למענך בוראנו הושע נא. למענך גואלנו  5
 הושע נא. למענך דורשינו הושע נא.  

we will be worthy of being called children of the 
King of all Kings. 
 
“Everything that Hashem created in His world, 
He did not create but for His glory.”6  Hashem 
created this world for one thing: that we know 
Him, i.e. that we remember Him.  Hashem wants 
His glory to come specifically from us, from 
simple people.  Hashem does not need honor 
from the angels.  “You desire praise from 
mounds of dust, from lumps of clay.”7 
 
Every action that we take, every thought that 
crosses our minds – must be analyzed.  If it is at 
all ostentatious or superficial – we must be 
appalled.  “Master of the World, help me to stop 
being impressed by my successes, by those 
things that go well in my life.  Help me start to be 
impressed by You, Father, by Your compassion, 
by the miracles and wonders that You do for me 
at every step and every turn.”  We want so 
many things and we need so many things – 
but what we truly need is the desire to do 
Hashem’s will.  By nullifying ourselves, we 
discover our essential selves. 
 
Every time that we feel dejected because things 
are not working out as we wanted or because we 
had certain plans and they went awry, whenever 
we feel despondent and we lose our joy – it is a 
clear sign that we are operating under the 
assumption that things must go a certain way.  
We seem convinced that events must follow our 
plans, that the world was created for us, for our 
honor, that everything is here to serve us.  When 
we recognize that HKB”H created His world 
in order to reveal His glory in the world and 
not our glory – our lives become much 
simpler and calmer. 
 
When a Jew performs a mitzvah, he fulfills 
Hashem’s will – he does the mitzvah because 
Hashem commanded him to.  That is how we 
coronate HKB”H and increase His glory.  Just as 

                                                           
כל מה שברא הקדוש ברוך הוא בעולמו, לא בראו אלא לכבודו 6
  (אבות ו, יא)  
 ואבית תהלה מגושי עפר מקרוצי חמר (מוסף של יום כיפור) 7
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we coronate Hashem by performing mitzvos, 
we also do so by abstaining from committing 
sins.  Several generations ago, there was a Jew 
living in New York who lost his job every Friday 
because he refused to work on Shabbos.  Each 
week he would find a new job and each Friday he 
would be fired for refusing to work on Shabbos.  
He lost dozens of jobs this way.  Each time he 
was dismissed, he asked each boss for just one 
favor: “Please give me a letter stating that I was 
fired because I would not work on Shabbos.”  As 
Succos approached, when his children were 
hanging decorations in the sukkah, he told them 
that he too had decorations to hang.  He hung all 
of his “dismissal” letters and told them: 
“these are our finest decorations because, 
with these, we prove to our Creator that we 
perform His will wholeheartedly.” 
 
This extraordinarily great light descends to us on 
Succos: “Everything is for Your glory, for You.”  
We forget about ourselves for a little.  We do 
not want to only pray for ourselves – may we 
merit to pray that You, HKB”H, enjoy delight 
from all of creation that You created. 
 
On Succos, we learn to live with HKB”H.  When 
this festival arrives, after the holy days of Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, days filled with 
tefillos, requests, purification, spiritual elevation 
– we can sometimes suddenly feel let down.  This 
Yom Tov includes less sacred days of Chol 
Hamoed and days of eating and drinking.  We 
davened so much, we fasted and now the festival 
arrives and we can rest, eat, drink, sing, dance.  It 
feels like a rejection from the elevated worlds 
that began the month.  However, the truth is that 
precisely now, with all of these things that 
appear to be superficial service – we achieve 
the pinnacle of our bond with Hashem 
because we reveal the Divine light in all 
areas, not just in shul, while we are fasting 
and davening, with screaming and with the 
shofar.  This light descends to us in our 
reality - while we eat, drink and are happy.  
Our connection to Hashem is total, in all 
circumstances and at all times.  That is the 
essence of what this holiday teaches us. 
 

The light of the sukkah is so great that even when 
we build a sukkah in the street, which is part of 
the public domain (usually far removed from 
holiness) - it becomes sanctified for the duration 
of the holiday.  We do not fully comprehend what 
a great and immense mitzvah the mitzvah of 
sukkah is.  It is unique in that we perform it with 
our entire body – with all of our limbs and 
sinews!  Every other mitzvah is limited to one or 
a few limbs.  However, sukkah is accomplished 
with our entire body! 
 
From Succos, we enter into Simchas Torah.  The 
joy in Torah is the greatest joy of all.  It is a joy 
that never dissipates or diminishes.  Even 
though the Beis Hamikdash was destroyed 
and Yerushalayim was destroyed and the 
Jewish people are subjugated among the 
nations – the joy of Torah does not cease or 
diminish. 
 
A Jew who learns Torah is like a fish in water.  It 
is his genuine life source.  He clings so strongly 
to the sea of Torah that he cannot leave the 
water.  Like a fish, when he leaves the water, he 
feels like he is dead.  It is only good for him there.  
There, he feels amazing.  There, there is G-
dliness, limitlessness, purity, clarity.  One who 
requires purification – is purified in water.  It is a 
different world entirely – quiet, amazing, far 
from the world of dry land.  A Jew who learns 
Torah is like a fish in water.  A Jew cannot leave 
his “water.” 
  
The unity that is revealed on Simchas Torah 
is what Hashem loves above all else.  How do 
we know this?  The Torah refers to the holiday as 
“Atzeres.”8 
 
The word “atzeres” derives from stopping 
 HKB”H stops us.  It is difficult for Him to  .(עצירה)
part from us.  That is inexplicable.  Is it possible 
to separate from Hashem?  A Jew, even if he is 
stuck in the 49th lowest level of impurity, G-d 
forbid, is not separated from Hashem – as the 
pasuk states, “Who dwells with them amid their 

                                                           
 ביום השמיני עצרת תהיה לכם (במדבר כט, לה) 8
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Teach me to accept, easily and even with joy, all of the little mishaps of life. 

Every time there is some disruption of my plans, I become dejected, I forget that it too is from You, Father, and it is for the 
best.  I forget that, in the end, it will be revealed that something good was hidden in this obstacle. 

Like today, I had double-checked everything beforehand.  Yet, when I arrived at the Department of Motor Vehicles, to my 
frustration, the branch was closed to the public for the day. 

Why did they not tell me?  I had called and asked.  What do they mean that it is listed on their site?  What site? 

Master of the World, rather than get irritated and think about the time I will waste going to a branch that is far away – help 
me realize, in this moment when something happens - that it is a gift that I have received from You.  It too happened with 
precise Divine Providence.  Whatever happens is for the best.  Why should I be upset?  Why should I complain?  Why not 
accept it all with joy and immediately say, whenever something happens, “Thank You, Father.  I know that this too is from You 
and there is certainly something good hidden here.” 

Master of the World, save me from all of the squandered moments of life, those moments when we complain about all of the 
wrongs that feel as if they caused us problems.  We forget that those very moments can be traversed with emuna, joy and 
love.  We can even thank for them! 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Yom Tov! 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact adaptation 
of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, 
accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I 
still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to my wife, Devorah, for 
proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.”     ©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9  
For previous issues and/or to receive by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email Dov@TLOE.us                                    ט"ו- כ"ג תשרי תשע"ח - October 5-13, 2017 

 

contamination.”9  Therefore, the sages of the 
school of mussar explained this as referring to 
the separations among Jews – that is what is 
difficult for Hashem, not His separating from us.  
During the festivals – we are unified.  On Rosh 
Hashanah, we did teshuva, especially for our 
interpersonal sins.  On Yom Kippur, we prayed 
“together with the sinners.”  On Succos, we 
bound together the four species - symbolizing 
the joining of all types of Jews.  And now?  Now, 
there is the danger of separation, G-d forbid.  
Each person turns to his own issues and matters.  
This is so difficult for our Father – to see 
estrangement amongst His children.  
Therefore, HKB”H gave us an additional day, 
Simchas Torah, joy that unifies all of us, that 
breaks down all of the barriers. 
 
We must endeavor to connect to the holy 
souls of others and not allow superficial 
differences to interpose between our souls, 

                                                           
 השוכן איתם בתוך טומאתם (ויקרא טז, טז) 9

G-d forbid.  We must always judge favorably.  
We do not really know what someone else goes 
through – we know nothing.  So how can we 
have the audacity to judge them?  Do we 
know what tomorrow will bring and what 
challenges we will endure? 
 
We must remember that every person is a part of 
the Divine and a child of Hashem.  There are 
matters of the heart that no one else can see.  
Every Jew, even if his actions are less than 
exemplary - his heart is good, his desires are 
good and his soul is good.  If he does 
something wrong – he regrets it. 
 
Hashem wants the totality of all of us united.  In 
the parsha that we read on Simchas Torah, the 
pasuk, says, “The tribes of Israel in unity.”10  
When the Jewish people are united, love each 
other and forgive each other – Hashem treats 
us similarly - with kindness and compassion. 

                                                           
 יחד שבטי ישראל (דברים לג, ה) 10


