
 
This week's פרשה teaches us the laws of 
 in addition to many other נזיר and סוטה
laws. 

The concept of the סוטה can be explained 
with a little more insight as we'll presently 
see. 

We all know that before Hashem gave 
the תורה to the Yidden, He offered it to all 
the nations and they declined the offer. 
We also know that the nations asked 
what is written in the תורה and Hashem 
told them the subject that they were 
known to be constantly violating. For 
example, if a nation was inclined to 
murder, they were told that the תורה 
prohibits murder, another nation that had 
a tendency to steal was told that the תורה 
prohibits stealing , and so on. 

The מפרשים say that just as the other 
nations were challenged with accepting 
the תורה, so too, were the Yidden. The 
 explain that the Yidden's מפרשים
challenge was the מצוה of הגבל. They had 

to restrain themselves from going up to 
 .הר סיני

The obvious question here is; why is it 
considered a challenge at all? What's so 
difficult in staying put? It definitely doesn't 
compare to the challenge the other 
nations were given!

We can't answer that Hashem set up the 
other nations with something difficult and 
gave something easy to the Yidden; this 
wouldn't be a fair deal, and even more 
so, the nations would always have an 
e x c u s e o f n o t k e e p i n g a n y 
commandments as they were made to 
believe that it's impossible to keep. 

The answer is that a Yid's essence is his 
 that comes from the highest places נשמה
in שמים. Therefore he has a steady desire 
to reach higher levels of רוחניות; it's the 
 gravitating to its origins of holiness נשמה
and purity. 

It is impossible for a Yid to quiet this 
desire. It is this desire that propels the Yid 
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to new heights. Yet, this also has 
negative side affects. It very easily puts 
down a Yid and quite often makes him 
feel under-achieving. It is this feeling that 
causes many to disregard the good within 
themselves as they feel they haven't 
done enough. 

One who works for a living often finds 
some time to learn תורה for a few minutes 
in his day. Initially one may feel good that 
he l ea rned Hashem 's רה  and תו
connected to Him. Yet, after a while, one 
negates his תורה learning as not being 
enough. Soon, the little he learned is 
worthless in his eyes. Same is true with 
someone learning in kollel; even though 
he learns the whole day, the feeling of not 
having done enough is a constant 
struggle.

Some will say that this is what motivates 
them to grow in their learning and עבודת 
 When they see and understand that .השם
whatever they do is nothing compared to 
Hashem and it's never enough, they get 
motivated to try harder. However, those 
who tried this approach for years, and 
see that it isn't properly motivating them 
know that this is negativity:  it does not 
and is not meant to work. 

The only way of עבודת השם is with 
positivity. One needs to believe even in 
the little good he does and believe that 
Hashem believes in the little things he 

does. His little action or learning is what's 
expected of him. This is the only way one 
will correctly be motivated and have the 
strength to do what's expected of him. 

One has the same options of how to 
approach the coming יום טוב of שבעות. 
One can look at it as an amazing positive 
experience as where Hashem has 
chosen us as His children and nation. 
Hashem repeats and chooses us yearly. 
What an amazing feeling of euphoria one 
can experience when focusing on these 
points! On the other hand, one can focus 
on the obligations that develop because 
Hashem chose us and thus feel deflated 
with no strength left to connect and serve 
Hashem. 

We can better understand this concept 
with the following. The משנה in אבות פרק 
 אל תהיו כעבדים המשמשין את הרב :states א׳
 don't be like the slaves - על מנת לקבל פרס
that serve their masters for reward, rather 
be like a slave that serves his master not 
on the  condition of being rewarded. 

There 's d i fficul ty wi th the above 
mentioned משנה. The definition of a slave 
is that he's owned by his master, needs 
to serve his master, and his master owes 
him nothing in return. Why then does the 
 use a slave as an example? A slave משנה
in essence is never rewarded. 



The משנה is rather stating a fact; just like 
a slave has no possibility of working for a 
reward, so too, a Yid, must serve 
Hashem with no reward in mind. One is 
serving Hashem for the sake of Hashem 
and not for the sake of achievement or for 
the sake of fulfilling his internal needs. 
When one serves Hashem with his needs 
and restrictions, he often can't get out of 
himself to connect properly to Hashem. 
When one connects to Hashem by 
recognizing that he is a slave, fully owned 
and controlled by Hashem, with no 
calculat ions of rewards, then he 
experiences true freedom! 

Another aspect the משנה tells us is that 
when one does something for a reward, 
he loses sight of his true תפקיד because 
in essence he negates the state and 
place where he's at and rather focuses 
on the potential of his reward. The reward 
is a distractor that causes him to search 
in places of רוחניות that don't belong to 
him. It's nearly impossible to stay positive 
and thus motivated when negating 
oneself by searching for more. 

The סוטה has the same problem. She's 
searching for something more, something 
better for a holy purpose. The wife is at 
the level of מלכות and receives the אור 
from her husband who's the יסוד. She's 
looking for more אור so that she can be 

closer to Hashem. The תורה therefore 
states that such actions are dangerous as 
one loses the current connection that one 
already has. A Yid, in a certain way, is 
also connected to Hashem like a wife to a 
Husband. The message is clear; one 
should not look for more אור than he truly 
needs. 

The next teaching in the תורה is about the 
 is נזיר says that a גמרא The .נזיר
considered a sinner as he has withheld 
something from his body. There's another 
aspect of the sin he committed. We need 
to understand the reason the נזיר wanted 
to refrain from wine. 

The nature of wine is that if stored 
correctly , the older it becomes, the better 
it becomes. Nothing needs to be added to 
the current wine to make it better. If the 
vessel is not a good one, however, the 
wine will spoil quickly.

The נזיר wanted to refrain from wine; he 
wanted to improve his life - עבודת השם, 
not by staying the same with the vessel 
that Hashem gave him, but he wanted to 
add more ingredients to his growth and 
connection. And that is a sin. He should 
have worked with what Hashem gave him 
and with the very vessel he was born 
with. This is the only way that works; time 

and age will improve him.  
א גוט שבת - א גוט יום טוב




