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Now You Know 
The Parsha begins, “You shall 

command the Children of Israel that 
they bring you pure olive oil to light 
the eternal flame.” 

All the work in the Mishkan was done 

by different craftsmen who were 
divinely-inspired to know how to work 
with their specific material.  

Why was it that the oil had to be given 

to Moshe? Could he not simply have 
directed them how to do it? 

The answer is that the Menorah 

represents Torah. That is not 
something that can just be given to a 
person who is merely “creative” or 
“inspired.” 

Rather, Torah can only be entrusted 
to someone like Moshe who 
understands the importance of the 

Torah’s purity and has a direct 
tradition from HaShem. If one ruins a 
woolen curtain it’s a pity, but if he 
corrupts the Torah it is a tragedy and 

a disaster waiting to happen. 

In Shushan, Mordechai told the Jews 
not to go to the King’s feast. They 

thought he was a rabbi who didn’t 
understand politics. He understood 
better than they did, because politics, 
and how we are to behave, are also 

parts of Torah and can’t be trusted to 
just anyone with “an opinion.” 

Thought of the week: 
Christianity is a religion 
created by Man to define   
G-d. Judaism is a religion 
created by G-d to define 
Man.   – R’ S.R. Hirsch 
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“You shall make holy garments for your brother Aharon for honor and glory... 
and they shall make Aharon’s garments to sanctify him to serve Me.”(28:2-3) 
It is interesting to note that the commandments to make the Kohain’s vestments seem to 
differ between what Moshe was commanded and what the Jews were commanded. 

While Moshe was told was that these garments would serve to give Aharon honor and 
glory, it made no mention of HaShem. When it came to telling the Jews what to make, 
however, the stated purpose was to sanctify Aharon and enable him to assume the role of 
Kohain in service of HaShem. To them, no mention was made of the special benefit Aharon 
would enjoy. 

We can learn a great lesson from this. When someone is receiving honor or enjoying 
success, it is very hard for the average person to be happy for him. We wonder why we 
didn’t get that benefit, and we may begrudge the person who gets it. For this reason, when 
HaShem described the purpose of the clothing that the workers were to know, it was 
phrased as an additional job that Aharon would be responsible for. We are OK with that, 
especially if, as in this case, the additional job was for our benefit. 

This, however, is not the ideal. To be truly successful servants of HaShem, we need to 
understand that He is in control of everything and the success of another doesn’t make us 
jealous, but rather makes us happy for them. Moshe was given the opportunity to show his 
affection for Aharon by being happy for him that he would get this honor and glory from 
wearing the special uniform of the High Priest. 

The goal for us to work toward is to be able to rejoice when others succeed and not feel 
that something has been taken from us. By the same token, when we succeed, we must 
make sure we do not make others who haven’t succeeded feel bad or jealous. Remaining 
modest about these things shows a great sensitivity. But there’s more we can do. 

Though it is possible that Moshe was not jealous of Aharon’s success and special honor 
because he was a spiritually-developed individual, there was something else going in his 
favor. Previously, Aharon had been happy for Moshe and his success in being chosen by 
HaShem to lead the Jewish People. The Torah testifies that Aharon was happy in his heart 
for Moshe, and because of this, he merited wearing the Choshen upon his heart. 

The reciprocal nature of mankind is that the way we feel about others is how they feel 
about us. If we can learn to be happy for the success of others, then they will have an 
easier time enjoying our success with us as well. 

We should all strive to be like Aharon and Moshe, looking for the benefit of our fellow man 
and rejoicing when they get the chance to shine. 

In 1941, the Jewish community in Waterbury, CT narrowed its search for a rabbi to two candidates. 
After having met “the competition,” one approached a board member and said, “This man is a gem. If 
you can get him, grab him. Besides, I have a good job in New Jersey; he needs this more than I.” 

The other candidate, R’ Mordecai Gifter z”l, got the job, but also said, “If someone was more worried 
about my parnasa than his own, I’ve got to get to know him better.” That’s how he and R’ Abba Zalka 
Gewirtz z”l became lifelong friends.  

In 1945, when R’ Gifter left to join the Telshe Yeshiva in Cleveland, Rabbi Gewirtz was hired in 
Waterbury where he served for 25 years, before moving to Cleveland at R’ Gifter’s request and 
serving as Vice President of Telshe for over 40 years. It was a friendship, and a lifetime, built on one 
person’s selfless desire to see someone else succeed. 

©2017 – J. Gewirtz 
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