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Questions in regard to Borer 

In review: There are three conditions that permit sorting on Shabbos. 

 Sorting by hand and not with a sorting utensil (Me’yad) 

 Sorting for immediate use (b’Yad) 

 Sorting the “good” from the “bad” (Ochel Min Ha’psoles) 

If the “good” food is normally eaten only after the “bad” is removed from it (e.g. a peel from a 

fruit or seeds from a melon) then this is permitted as long as the other two conditions are met. 

If a candy or piece of food fell onto the floor and has dirt adhered to it, is it 

permissible to wash it off? 

According to many Poskim the leniency of  removing a peel applies to this scenario as 

well, and the item may be rinsed immediately prior to eating. However, one may not 

place the item into a bowl of water so that the dirt rises to the top, since the bowl 

would then be considered a sorting utensil. Some Poskim do not consider the removal 

of dirt as the removal of a peel and therefore do not permit removing the dirt. In the 

case of necessity, one may rely on the Poskim that allow the leniency. 

Is it permissible to rinse fruit? 

If the rinsing is done for additional cleanliness and no visible dirt is discerned, it is 

permitted to rinse the fruit even without the stipulation of immediately prior to eating. 

However, if one is particular and will refrain from eating a fruit unless water is available 

to rinse off any dust or insecticides, then the fruit should preferably  be rinsed 

immediately prior to eating, or prior to the meal in which it will be served. 

Is it permissible to return a pile of books to their proper places? 

Sorting a mixture is a forbidden form of Borer. Books that are next to each other 

and are clearly titled are not considered a mixture since they are not small items. 

However, when a number of books are piled atop of each other, the pile is 

considered a mixture. Therefore, one should not return books that are piled to their 

proper places. If one wishes to take one book from the pile, one may remove it from 

the pile immediately prior to use. 

 Additionally, if the desired book is beneath other books on the pile, one may 

remove the unwanted books on top to reach it immediately prior to use.  

How should one look for his coat from a not organized stack of coats? 

One should not take the other coats out of the mixture rather one should go through 

the pile leaving the other coats partially mixed in. Even though it is permitted to 

remove unwanted items from a pile to get to the wanted item as above with books, 

some Poskim rule that this leniency applies only when the wanted item is clearly visible 

under the unwanted item and not ehen it is mixed into a pile.  


