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      Parenting is the oldest and the most difficult job in 

the world. This week’s sedra gives us a glimpse of how 

our forefathers dealt with their wayward children and 

teaches us yet another invaluable lesson.  

Both Avraham and his son Yitzchak had to deal 

with children who renounced their parent’s religious 

choices and caused their parents terrible pain. Avraham 

Avinu had a son who went astray. When Avraham 

found out that Yishmael was doing all the wrong things, 

he removed him, distanced him from his household so 

he would not pollute the house with his presence. 

Yitzchak’s son Eisav was also “off the derech.” 

Yitzchak kept Eisav around and did not reject him. The 

Torah tells us “Yitzchak loved Eisav for game was in his 

mouth.” Surely there must have been a reason for 

Yitzchak’s actions other than Eisav’s superior hunting 

and gathering skills. Yitzchak knew what sort of a 

person Eisav was, but he did not reject him.  Instead, 

the great Rebbe, Be’er Maim Chaim tells us that the 

phrase “…game in his mouth” can also be interpreted 

as “answer in his mouth.” Yitzchak knew through divine 

inspiration that in the future there would be Jews who 

will renounce Torah and mitzvos, and that having a son 

who went off the path of Torah will give Yitzchok an 

answer with which to claim forgiveness and protection 

for his descendants.  (Reb Meir Pramishlan said that Be’er Maim 

Chaim, who was his Rebbe, also had a son who rejected his religious 

upbringing. His father continued to treat him with the same love and 

devotion that he had for his other children. With great pain, he daily 

raised his hands toward heaven and begged Hashem to act with 

compassion towards all His children who also went off the derech the 

same way he acted towards his son who went off the derech.)  

The gemorah in Shabbos 89b tells us an 

astonishing scenario, “In the future time G-d would say 

to Avraham: Your children have sinned against me.” 

Avraham will reply, “Master of the world, let them be 

obliterated for the sanctity of Your name!”  Dissatisfied 

with this reply Hashem will say to Himself, “I will speak 

rather to Yaakov because he experienced difficulty in 

raising children. Perhaps he will ask me to have mercy 

on them.” So Hashem will say to Yaakov, “Your 

children have sinned against Me.” Yaakov will reply, 

“Master of the world, let them be obliterated for the 

sanctity of Your name! Hashem will say, “There is 

neither reason among the elders nor counsel among the 

youth! So Hashem will turn to Yitzchak: Your children 

have sinned against me. Yitzchak will answer Him, 

“Master of the universe, my children and not Your 

children?! When they said first “We will do!” and then 

“We will listen…” You called them “My son, My 

firstborn.” Now You tell me they are my children and 

not Your children?! Furthermore, how much could they 

have sinned? How many are a man’s years? Seventy 

years. Take away the first twenty years because in the 

first twenty years a person is not held fully liable for his 
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actions. There are fifty years left. Take away twenty-five 

years because a half of every 24-hour cycle is nighttime. 

There are twenty-five years left. Another half can be 

deducted, twelve and a half years which are spent 

praying, eating, or in the bathroom. There are only 

twelve and a half years left when a person could 

potentially sin.” This incredible gemorah continues, “If 

You will shoulder all the sins, fine! But if not, half 

should be on me and half on You. And if You, Ribono 

Shel  Olom, wish that all of their sins should be on me, 

behold! I have already sacrificed myself before You.” If 

people learning this gemarah would wish to praise 

Yitzchak, he would tell them to praise Hashem instead 

for He is our true father.   

This gemorah is remarkable because it turns 

upside down our perspective of Yitzchak Avinu and of 

our preconceived notions of Hashem’s approach. 

Yitzchak is known as the embodiment of Midas HaDin, 

Justice and Fear of G-d. However his experience with 

Eisav gave him the insight and the patience, the 

compassion and the fortitude to be forgiving and 

merciful, to argue passionately in defense of his 

wayward descendants.  Hashem wants us to bend over 

backwards to excuse other people’s mistakes, to extend 

our patience and kindness to our lost brethren. 

The Sadigura Rebbi explains that from all of the 

Avos, Yitzchak was the only one who could champion 

Klal Israel’s cause effectively.  Avraham threw his “off 

the derech” child Yishmoel, out of the house because he 

feared Yishmoel’s negative influence on Yitzchak. 

Chazal tell us that Yaakov’s progeny was complete, 

“mitaso shleimo,” referring to the fact that all of his 

children were righteous, therefore Yaakov was not the 

right person to defend Klal Israel. Yitzchak’s son not 

only went “off the derech” but wanted to add his 

brother to his list of hunting trophies.  Eisav was 

cunning and unscrupulous. Despite all that, Yitzchak 

never gave up hope, he saw Eisav’s positive qualities 

and was willing to praise and encourage him.  

Yitzchak’s true torchbearer was a famous 

advocate of Klal Israel, Reb Levi Yitzchak of Berditshev. 

Two incidents come to mind which illustrate his 

devotion to his people. Once, Reb Levi Yitzchak met a 

seventy-year-old Jew who left Judaism. Rebbi Levi 

Yitzchak turned to heaven with arms outstretched and 

said, “Master of the universe, look at this holy Jew! For 

seventy years he has been fighting with his yetzer horah 

and didn’t want to give up on your Torah.” In another 

incident, he saw a wagon driver, a “baal hagola,” fixing a 

broken wheel on the wagon. While the wagon and the 

wheels were dirty with horse manure, the baal hagola 

was wrapped in talis and tefillin. Once again, Reb Levi 

Yitzchak said to Hashem, “Master of the Universe, look 

how holy Your people are! Even when they’re covered 

in filth they never forget You.”  

These insights are invaluable for parents 

because everyone is occasionally disappointed by their 

children and crucial for us as human beings. Let us learn 

from Yitzchak Avinu to always look at the good in every 

Jew and never give up on anyone.  
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