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LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 

 

_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA
 

Looking Upward 

One time, Rav Levi Yitzchok succumbed to a long illness that sapped him of his strength. 
When he eventually recovered, he felt he had fallen from his spiritual level. And indeed he 
had, because illness can be very debilitating, not only physically but also spiritually. After a 
long period of struggle and devotion, he finally felt that he had recaptured his full spiritual 
strength. 

Soon afterward, he spent a Shabbos
leave of the Maggid, who sensed that Rav Levi Yitzchok had travel plans percolating in his 
head. 

“Where is the Rebbe going from here?” asked the 

“I have been challenged,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok, “to debate with the 
the practices of the Chassidim. I was considering taking up the challenge, but then I became ill. 
Now, however, I feel that I am fully recovered and capable of defending our movement. So 
that is what I am planning to do.”

“I think there may be a problem. The 
might attack.” 

“Do you think I cannot defend myself against the 
knowledge than I do.” 

“Let me give one example,” said the 
eyes open when to do so is clearly forbidden unless looking into a 
explain that?” 

Rav Levi Yitzchok smiled. “Do you think for a moment that I see anything while I am 
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יתבר	' בעזרת ה  

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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ne time, Rav Levi Yitzchok succumbed to a long illness that sapped him of his strength. 
When he eventually recovered, he felt he had fallen from his spiritual level. And indeed he 

y debilitating, not only physically but also spiritually. After a 
long period of struggle and devotion, he finally felt that he had recaptured his full spiritual 

Shabbos with the Maggid of Kozhnitz. After Shabbos
, who sensed that Rav Levi Yitzchok had travel plans percolating in his 

going from here?” asked the Maggid. 

“I have been challenged,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok, “to debate with the 
. I was considering taking up the challenge, but then I became ill. 

Now, however, I feel that I am fully recovered and capable of defending our movement. So 
that is what I am planning to do.” 

“I think there may be a problem. The Rebbe himself has many practices that the 

“Do you think I cannot defend myself against the Misnagdim? None of them has more 

“Let me give one example,” said the Maggid. “The Rebbe says the Shemoneh Esrei
open when to do so is clearly forbidden unless looking into a siddur. How will the 

Rav Levi Yitzchok smiled. “Do you think for a moment that I see anything while I am 
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by advocating for them and finding their merits. 
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ne time, Rav Levi Yitzchok succumbed to a long illness that sapped him of his strength. 
When he eventually recovered, he felt he had fallen from his spiritual level. And indeed he 

y debilitating, not only physically but also spiritually. After a 
long period of struggle and devotion, he finally felt that he had recaptured his full spiritual 

Shabbos, he took his 
, who sensed that Rav Levi Yitzchok had travel plans percolating in his 

“I have been challenged,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok, “to debate with the Misnagdim about 
. I was considering taking up the challenge, but then I became ill. 

Now, however, I feel that I am fully recovered and capable of defending our movement. So 

imself has many practices that the Misnagdim 

? None of them has more 

Shemoneh Esrei with his 
. How will the Rebbe 

Rav Levi Yitzchok smiled. “Do you think for a moment that I see anything while I am 
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praying?” 

“Not for a moment,” said the Maggid. “I know that when the Rebbe prays his thoughts are 
entirely in the upper worlds, that he divests himself of his physical presence to the extent that 
his sense of sight is no longer functioning, that regardless of whether his eyes are open or 
closed his mind is entirely with Hashem. I know this, but do the Misnagdim know this? They 
think that the Rebbe is simply observing his surroundings in the middle of the Shemoneh Esrei. 
How will the Rebbe convince them otherwise?” 

Rav Levi Yitzchok nodded gravely for a few long moments. “You are right,” he said at 
last. “It is best that I do not go.” 

There were some Chassidim who also looked askance at Rav Levi Yitzchok’s practices. 
Among these was Rav Boruch of Mezhibuzh, the grandson of the Ba’al Shem Tov. Rav 
Yitzchok of Nezhchiz, who married Rav Levi Yitzchok’s granddaughter, once paid a visit to 
Rav Boruch in Mezhibuzh. Rav Boruch greeted him warmly and invited him to eat together 
with him from the same plate, a token of great esteem. 

“I am honored,” said Rav Yitzchok, “but I must first let the Rebbe know that I am a 
grandson by marriage of Rav Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev.” 

“Do not be concerned,” said Rav Boruch. “I will not speak against him to you. I know that 
he is a great Tzaddik, and I hold him in the highest esteem. Deep in my heart, I truly love 
him.” 

n 

Dvar Torah 

As the Jewish people were preparing to leave Egypt, Moshe pointed out to them, “This 
day you are leaving in the month of springtime (aviv).” His intention was to show them the 
kindness of Hashem in that He chose for them a time of temperate weather to set out on their 
journey. 

These words, Rav Levi Yitzchok comments, also have a deeper meaning. The Zohar 
explains that the different ways words are arranged according to the aleph-bais symbolize the 
different aspects of divine providence. A series of words sometimes appears in alphabetical 
order, the first starting with an aleph, the second with a bais, and so forth. This arrangement 
symbolizes divine mercy. Sometimes, a series will appear in reverse alphabetical order, called 
tashrak, the first starting with a tav, the second with a shin, and so forth. This symbolizes strict 
justice. 

There is a dispute in the Gemora (Rosh HaShana 10b) regarding when the future 
Redemption will take place. One opinion is that it will take place in Nissan. The other is that it 
will take place in Tishrei. According to the Zohar, we can say that the question is whether the 
Jewish people will be redeemed because they will have earned it or whether the Redemption 
will be unearned, an act of divine mercy. If the Redemption takes place in Tishrei it will have 
to be earned, because Tishrei is a time of judgment, as indicated by the arrangement of the 
letters in the name Tishrei, tav, shin, reish, the pattern of tashrak. If it takes place in Nissan, 
however, it will be an act of divine mercy. 

This is what Moshe was saying to the Jewish people. You are leaving in the month of aviv. 



3 � Bo / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

The first two letters of aviv are in standard alphabetical order, the symbol of divine mercy. 
You are being redeemed – even though you have not earned it. 

It is our obligation to reciprocate the kindness of Hashem with complete loyalty to Him. A 
person is formed of three components, the head and its organs; the torso and the arms; and 
the legs. The organs of the head, specifically the eyes and the ears, are designed to gaze upon 
Hashem, so to speak, and to hear the holy words of the Torah. The hands express love when 
they are lifted up toward Heaven. The two feet represent stability and faithful following. In 
this sense, our Sages have told us that sheker ein lo raglayim, falsehood has no legs; the bases of 
the three letters that form the word sheker – shin, kuf, reish − all come to a single point, and 
thus, the letters are, in effect, standing on only one leg. When these components are all 
directed toward Hashem, we are most likely to be recipients of His divine mercy. 

nnn 

Translated Kedushas Levi On The Parsha 
 

“Hashem said to Moshe, ‘Come to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his 
heart and the hearts of his servants in order that I might place these, My 
signs, in his midst.’” (Shemos 10:1)  

 

It is appropriate to determine the precise reason why Scripture 
used here, “Come to Pharaoh” while elsewhere (Shemos 7:15) it 
used, “Go to Pharaoh”. In addition, why is it that in connection with 
the plague of locusts it says: “…for I have hardened his heart…”? It 
will be explained that there are two types of miracles that are 
performed for Am Yisrael. One type is where Hashem, may He be 
blessed, punishes those who harm Am Yisrael, forcing them to 
terminate that behavior. A second type is where Hashem, may He 
be blessed, changes the minds of the officers and their advisors, so 
that they view the people of Yisrael in a positive light. Now, in the 
case of the Purim miracle, we don’t find that Achashverosh was 
punished, but rather, only Haman was (Esther 7:9-10), because 
Hashem, may He be blessed, changed the perception of 
Achashverosh, so that he now saw the people of Yisrael in a positive 
light (See this highlighted there; ibid. 8:8). And this is the hint in 
the Torah; for each plague lasted one month (Shemos Rabba 9:12), 
and the plague of the firstborn took place in the middle of Nissan, 
which means that the plague of locusts started in the middle of 
Shevat, thirty days before Purim. 

 

nnn 

We’ve added some content from Rav Yaacov Haber Shlita with his permission. We hope you enjoy. Editor. 

Torah Perspectives on the Parsha by Rav Yaakov Haber – www.torahlab.org 
 

You Go First! 

Hashem said, “…And also I heard the cry of the Children of Yisrael whom Egypt is 

There are two 
types of miracles that 
Hashem performs for Am 
Yisrael. In one type, 
Hashem punishes those 
who harm Am Yisrael, 
forcing them to 
terminate that behavior. 
In the second type, the 
miracle causes those who 
have oppressed Am 
Yisrael to see the Jewish 
people in a positive light, 
causing them to 
willingly change their 
behavior. The second type 
changed the behavior of 
Achashverosh; the first 
type (and the hangman’s 
noose) changed the 
behavior of Haman. 
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enslaving; and I have remembered My covenant” (Shemos 6:5). 

Hashem also heard! Who else is important? Who else can listen and answer our cries 
except Hashem? Who else should hear our prayers? 

The answer is that we should hear the cries of Yisrael. When we listen, hear and react 
to the cries of our fellow Jews, “Hashem also hears our prayers”. If we don’t listen we cannot 
know for sure that Hashem does. 

This is the way it works. When Hashem created man it was not to be an end user in the 
Creation; man was created to be the earthly agents of Hashem in Heaven. 

“There is no difference between man and angels, except that man has freedom of 
choice.” (Ramchal) 

Just as angels in heaven enact the word of Hashem, so do we. One of our jobs in this 
world is to react to the pain of another Jew in a G-dly fashion. When we do so, we trigger a 
celestial reaction. When man reacts, Hashem says, “I also heard the pain and crying of Bnei 
Yisrael.” 

In the early eighteen hundreds, a man in Pressburg approached the Chasam Sofer in 
tears. He had lost his business and was struggling to feed his family. He came to seek the holy 
Chasam Sofer’s blessing. 

The great Rav looked at him and asked, “Don’t you also have a brother struggling to 
keep his family alive? Why don’t you help him?” 

The puzzled man answered, “Indeed I do! And he is on top of my list to help as soon as 
the Rav’s blessing takes hold.” 

The Chasam Sofer responded, “My brother, it doesn’t work that way. When you hear 
and act on the crying of your brother – only then ‘will Hashem also hear your suffering and 
pain’. Go quickly and help your brother so that Hashem will immediately help you!”  

n 

Hearts Of Darkness 

Everyone has been asking, “Rav, what time can I daven in the morning? It seems to get 
light so late!”  

There are a number of answers to this question. One third of all adults in the USA own 
a smartphone. Within seconds you can get the exact moment of Alos HaShachar, the earliest 
Shema, and the earliest time to put on your tallis. So much techno-spiritual information at 
your fingertips. Or you can put your computer away and do what the Shulchon Aruch says: 
“When can you begin davening? When you can see your brother…” 

“When can you begin davening? When you can see your brother…” There is something 
magical about these words. How can you turn to Hashem when all you can see is your iPhone? 
How can you ask Hashem to help you through the day when you can't see past your own nose? 
How can you ask Hashem to see you, if you can't see your brother? 

Let's consider the plague of darkness that Hashem brought upon the Egyptians. When 
the rivers turned into blood – there was nothing to drink. When frogs, locusts and 
grasshoppers attacked Egypt – there was nothing to eat. But what happened when the lights 
went out in Egypt? What couldn't they do? 

“There was darkness across all the land of Egypt…and no man saw his brother” 
(Shemos 10:22-23). That was the plague; they couldn't even see their own brothers. This was a 
plague worse than hunger and worse than thirst; the inability to see past one's own needs and 
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thoughts. 

From time to time all of us
human. The problem begins when we are so caught up in our own thoughts that they form a 
brick wall around us and we don't even hear the thoughts of our brother

This was the plague of darkness. 
fellow Jew becomes the center of the world. He or she is what is important. It is only when I 
can get out of my own little space that I can start 

“In all the houses of Yisrael
actual light emanated from the houses of 
was caring, there was listening, there was seeing your brother…and therefore there was light. 
May we all be blessed with light in o

nnn

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik

One of the tools that Kabbola
method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adop

1) Learn the anniversary of his 
Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized for a 
connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour can
the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________.

Others say that it is the custom within 
relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and people would 
like to express themselves in a tefilla
on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz
Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the Ottoman Empire at 
the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

_______ בת /ב�_______ הצדיק 
אלקינו ' תפילה הנמצאת בספר אל� המג� מבעל הפלא יוע� על פרשת ויצא עמוד כבד יהי רצו� מלפני	 ה

בי� , בי� בדיבור, בי� במחשבה, רצו� כל מעשה הטוב שאני עושה
אמי / ובפרט לנפש רוח ונשמה של אבי 

 .יהי רצו� שתהינה נפשותיה  צרורות בצרור החיי 
Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.
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From time to time all of us get caught up in our own thoughts. This is natural and very 
human. The problem begins when we are so caught up in our own thoughts that they form a 
brick wall around us and we don't even hear the thoughts of our brothers. 

This was the plague of darkness. What is light? When our brother, spouse, child or 
fellow Jew becomes the center of the world. He or she is what is important. It is only when I 
can get out of my own little space that I can start davening. 

Yisrael there was light” (10:23). The Ibn Ezra
actual light emanated from the houses of Yisrael. In the Jewish homes there was love, there 
was caring, there was listening, there was seeing your brother…and therefore there was light. 
May we all be blessed with light in our homes and in our lives. 

nnn 

 
Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”.

Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). The 
is to adopt the following ritual: 

Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized for a 

hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific 
the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day that a 
has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and people would 

tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only true on a 

Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the Ottoman Empire at 
Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, as a public service.

ew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

הצדיק / אמי מורתי / הריני מדליק נר זה למנוחת ולעילוי נשמת אבי 
תפילה הנמצאת בספר אל� המג� מבעל הפלא יוע� על פרשת ויצא עמוד כבד יהי רצו� מלפני	 ה

רצו� כל מעשה הטוב שאני עושהשתקבל ברחמי  וב
ובפרט לנפש רוח ונשמה של אבי , במעשה ויהיה הכל לזכות ולמנוחת ולעילוי לנשמות עמ	 ישראל

יהי רצו� שתהינה נפשותיה  צרורות בצרור החיי 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 

your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

get caught up in our own thoughts. This is natural and very 
human. The problem begins when we are so caught up in our own thoughts that they form a 

What is light? When our brother, spouse, child or 
fellow Jew becomes the center of the world. He or she is what is important. It is only when I 

Ibn Ezra comments that 
. In the Jewish homes there was love, there 

was caring, there was listening, there was seeing your brother…and therefore there was light. 

, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

(righteous person). The 

or, if this information is not available, the days of Erev 
and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized for a 

dle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. Some say 

candle on the day that a 
has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and people would 

when lighting the candle. This is not only true on a yahrzeit but 

1828), did in fact compose such a tefilla. 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the Ottoman Empire at 

is reproduced and translated below, as a public service. 

הריני מדליק נר זה למנוחת ולעילוי נשמת אבי 
תפילה הנמצאת בספר אל� המג� מבעל הפלא יוע� על פרשת ויצא עמוד כבד יהי רצו� מלפני	 ה

שתקבל ברחמי  וב, ואלהי אבותינו
במעשה ויהיה הכל לזכות ולמנוחת ולעילוי לנשמות עמ	 ישראל

יהי רצו� שתהינה נפשותיה  צרורות בצרור החיי . _______צדיק / 

the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 

your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 
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3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.

nnnn

Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

_ 6th of Shevat ~ Begins Friday Night

� Rav Refoel Yom Tov ben Rav Yisrael Lipman Halpern (Heilperin) of Bialystock, the 

Yom Tov, (5576–5639/1816–1879);

� Rav Chaim Tzvi Teitelbaum of Sighet, the 

Lipa Teitelbaum, the Kedushas Yom Tov

He succeeded his father as Rav

� Rav Dovid Yitzchok ben Rav Boruch Pinchus Rabinowitz, the Skolya 

mechaber of Tzemach Dovid, (5739/1979).

_ 7th of Shevat ~ Begins Mot

� Rav Dovid Biderman, the first Lelover 

close follower of the Chozeh 

and inability to see faults in, his fellow Jews. His main 

whose son, Yaakov Dovid, was the first Amshinov 

about Rav Dovid are Migdal Dovid

� Rav Mordechai Dovid Ungar

Unger, Rav Mordechai Dovid was a 

Yehoshua Heshel of Apt, the Chozeh

by his son, Rav Yosef of Dombrov, (5707/1947);

� Rav Reuven Biala of Chicago and M

to irreligious parents, he developed an interest in 

Akiva Shabbos get-together. His father passed away when he was in his early teens, and his 

mother vehemently opposed his desire to learn in 

entered the Telz Yeshiva at sixteen. Rav Reuven married Chaya Singer from Pittsburgh. 

Following his marriage, he learned for a short time in New York, followed by Chicago, where 

he learned in Telz Yeshiva. His wife passed away at the young age of thirty

this time that he began publishing and distributing 

different topics of halocha. Rav Reuven remarried and moved to Mountai

They raised another four children 

� Rav Yaakov Yitzchok Neiman

5767/1919–2007). 

� Rav Nosson Dovid Rabinowitz

HaDvarim Shene’emru L'Dovid

� Rav Yitzchok Aharon Segal Itinga

 Bo / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

n including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings. 

See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm
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GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z

YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK FOLLOWING PARSHAS BO 
http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Shevat 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Friday Night (Jan 15th) 

Rav Yisrael Lipman Halpern (Heilperin) of Bialystock, the 

1879); 

of Sighet, the Atzei Chaim, oldest son of Rav Chananya Yom Tov 

Kedushas Yom Tov, and brother of Rav Yoel Teitelbaum, the Satmar 

Rav of Sighet, (5686/1926); 

Rav Boruch Pinchus Rabinowitz, the Skolya Rebbe

, (5739/1979). 

Motzai Shabbos (Jan 16th)  

, the first Lelover Rebbe (1746–1814), son of Rav Shlomo Biderman. A 

 of Lublin, he was known for his extraordinary compassion for, 

and inability to see faults in, his fellow Jews. His main talmid was Rav Yitzchok of Vorki, 

whose son, Yaakov Dovid, was the first Amshinov Rebbe. Two printed collections of stories 

Migdal Dovid and Kodesh Halulim, (5574/1814); 

Rav Mordechai Dovid Ungar (Unger), Dombrover Rebbe. The son of Rav Rav Tzvi Hir

Unger, Rav Mordechai Dovid was a talmid of Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk, Rav Avrohom 

Chozeh of Lublin, and the Kozhnitzer Maggid. He was succeeded 

by his son, Rav Yosef of Dombrov, (5707/1947); 

of Chicago and Mountaindale, New York (1943–2006). Born in Cleveland 

to irreligious parents, he developed an interest in Yiddishkeit as a teenager, triggered by a 

together. His father passed away when he was in his early teens, and his 

ntly opposed his desire to learn in Yeshiva, but he ran away from home, and 

at sixteen. Rav Reuven married Chaya Singer from Pittsburgh. 

Following his marriage, he learned for a short time in New York, followed by Chicago, where 

. His wife passed away at the young age of thirty-

this time that he began publishing and distributing Torah Action Publications

. Rav Reuven remarried and moved to Mountai

They raised another four children b'derech haTorah, (5766/2006); 

Rav Yaakov Yitzchok Neiman, the Pupa Rav and Belzer Dayan in Montreal, (5679

Rav Nosson Dovid Rabinowitz of Partzov ben Rav Yaakov Yitzchok, mechaber

HaDvarim Shene’emru L'Dovid, (5580/1820); 

Rav Yitzchok Aharon Segal Itinga ben Rav Mordechai Zev HaLevi, mechaber

n including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 

Z 

 

www.anshe.org 

Rav Yisrael Lipman Halpern (Heilperin) of Bialystock, the Oneg 

, oldest son of Rav Chananya Yom Tov 

oel Teitelbaum, the Satmar Rav. 

Rebbe (1898–1979), 

1814), son of Rav Shlomo Biderman. A 

of Lublin, he was known for his extraordinary compassion for, 

v Yitzchok of Vorki, 

. Two printed collections of stories 

. The son of Rav Rav Tzvi Hirsch 

of Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk, Rav Avrohom 

. He was succeeded 

2006). Born in Cleveland 

as a teenager, triggered by a Bnei 

together. His father passed away when he was in his early teens, and his 

, but he ran away from home, and 

at sixteen. Rav Reuven married Chaya Singer from Pittsburgh. 

Following his marriage, he learned for a short time in New York, followed by Chicago, where 

-five. It was around 

Publications, pamphlets on 

. Rav Reuven remarried and moved to Mountaindale, New York. 

in Montreal, (5679–

mechaber of V'Eileh 

mechaber of Shailos 
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U'teshuvos Mahari HaLevi, (5651/1891); 

� Rav Mordechai Dovid Levin ben Rav Boruch, Rosh Yeshiva of Eitz Chaim and mechaber of 

Darchei Dovid, (5727/1967); 

� Rav Tzvi Hirsch, son of the Ba’al Shem Tov, (5539/1779); 

� Rav Refoel Shlomo Laniado, (1740–1793). Originating from Spain through their progenitor, 

Rav Shmuel, the Laniado family was among the most famous and well-established in the 

Syrian city of Chaleb. Rav Refoel Shlomo Laniado was a prolific writer, and he well known for 

several halachic works: HaMa’alos LiShlomo, Bais Dino Shel Shlomo, Lechem Shlomo, and 

Kisei Shlomo, (5553/1793); 

� Rav Mordecai Yosef Leiner of Ishbitz (1800–1854 [some say 1878]), founder of the Chassidic 

Court at Ishbitz after leading a group of talmidim from the court of Rav Menachem Mendel of 

Kotzk. Born in Tomashov, Poland in 1800, he was a childhood friend of Rav Menachem 

Mendel Morgenstern, later to become the Kotzker Rebbe, and they studied together in the 

school of the Chassidic Master, Rav Simcha Bunim of Peshis’cha. His sefer, Mei HaShilo’ach, 

is considered a fundamental work of Izhbitz and Radziner Chassidus. Among his talmidim were 

Rav Tzodok HaKohen of Lublin and Rav Leibel Eiger, (5614/1854); 

� Rav Sholom Yosef Friedman of Husyatin, brother of one of the first Rebbes of Husyatin, Rav 

Mordechai Shraga (the youngest son of the Rizhiner Rebbe, who had moved to Husyatin in 

1865 and was niftar in 1894). Rav Sholom Yosef was the father of Rav Moshe of Boyan-

Cracow (“Rav Moshenyu”), (5639/1879 [1851, according to some]); 

� Rav Yosef Elyashiyov. Born in the former Soviet Union to Rav Tzion, who was killed by the 

authorities for his efforts to promote Yiddishkeit, he moved from Samarkand to Tashkent after 

marrying; there, he and his wife raised their seven children. While living in Tashkent he had to 

spend seven years away from home — four years in custody on suspicion of underground 

religious activity and three years hiding from the KGB, who had him under surveillance for his 

activities to promote Yiddishkeit. In 1971, he managed to secure an exit visa and left his home 

and his family, traveling to Eretz Yisrael. He opened the first Shaarei Tzion institutions in 1980, 

naming them after his father. He then started a kollel with the goal of drawing avreichim from 

Bukharan families as well as a school in Kiryat Ono for Bukharan immigrants. Today, a total of 

4,500 students, from kindergartners to avreichim, study at Shaarei Tzion institutions, 

(5767/2007). 

_ 8th of Shevat ~ Begins Sunday Night (Jan 17th)  

� Rav Boruch ben Rav Shmuel of Pinsk. In 1830, Rav Yisrael of Shklov, one of the closest 

talmidim of the Vilna Gaon, began an effort to locate the "Ten Lost Tribes". Rav Boruch ben 

Rav Shmuel of Pinsk served as the messenger and departed from Tzefas with a letter of 

introduction to the king of the Lost Tribes. (The Ten Tribes were believed to have an 

independent kingdom where they practiced true semicha (rabbinical ordination) as handed 

down from Moshe Rabbeinu until the Fourth Century CE). Rav Boruch traveled through the 

Middle East for almost three years before he was murdered in Yemen, (5594/1834); 

� Rav Yosef Meir Kahana, the Spinka Rebbe of Yerushalayim, son of Rav Tzvi Hirsch Kahana. 

Rav Yosef Meir was succeeded by his son, Rav Mordechai Dovid Kahana, (5738/1978); 

� Rav Menachem Breier, father of the Boyaner Rebbe, (5767/2007); 

� Rav Nosson Aminodov Yona (ben Moshe Dovid) Cassuto of Florence (1909–1945). The son 

of the Florence Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Nosson became an ophthalmologist after receiving semicha. 

When the Mussolini government forbade Jews to serves as doctors, Rav Nosson became the 

Chief Rav of Milan. He returned to Florence as their Rav in 1943. When the Nazis overran 
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northern Italy in September of 1943, he hid his three children in a monastery, but he and his 

wife were arrested. He was transferred to Auschwitz in February 1944 and shot to death on a 

death march one year later. His wife, Chana, survived the war but was murd

the 4th of Nissan 1948, (5705/1945).

_ 9th of Shevat ~ Begins Monday Night
� Rabbeinu Nissim ben Rav Reuven Gerondi, the 

mechaber of a commentary to the 

on the work of Rabbeinu Yi

commentaries on the Rif cover 

Rosh HaShana, Beitza, Sukka

Shevu'os and Avoda Zara. He wrote about a thousand responsa, of 

which only seventy-seven have been preserved, (5136/1376);

� Rav Eliyahu Yisrael, Rav 

DeYisrael, (5544/1784); 

� Rav Yisrael Yaakov of Vilkomir, son of Rav Menachem Mendel of 

Rimanov, (5587/1827); 

� Rav Yaakov Heilbrun, Rav of Zenta, (5609/1849);

� Rav Yehosef Schwartz (1805–

Rav Nosson Adler. (This was not the same Rav Nosson Adler as the teacher of the 

Sofer, but perhaps his nephew, who later became Chief 

Schwartz also attended university (possibly the University of Wurzburg) where he studied 

languages, geography and astronomy. In 1829, he published his first map of the Holy Land, and 

in 1833, he settled in Yerushalayim. His 

HaShemesh about the proper way to calculate sunrise and sunset, and 

borders of Eretz Yisrael, its cities and its flora and fauna. He also wrote 

(5625/1865); 

� Rav Avrohom Aminov, chief Rav

� Rav Yeshayohu Zev Winograd

Pinchas Mordechai Winograd, was one of Poland’s 

Aharon on Pirkei Avos. When Yes

Yerushalayim. In 1912, he was sent to Europe by the city’s sages to raise funds for the needy of 

Yerushalayim. He made lengthy stops at Brisk, Biala and Warsaw. In 1920, he returned to 

Yerushalayim and dedicated himself to expanding 

institution in the Ashkenazi community (founded 1855). His major work was a 

Shaarei Ziv, with chiddushim on all of 

� Rav Eliezer Silver (1882–1968). Born i

Silver studied in Dvinsk with Rav Yosef Rosen, the Rogatchover 

the Ohr Some’ach. At the age of twenty

Grodzinski. A year later he immigra

positions in New York, Pennsylvania and Massachusets. In 1931 he accepted an invitation to 

become Rav in Cincinnati, where he remained until his passing. He founded the American 

branch of Agudas HaRabbanim

World War II, (5728/1968); 

� Rav Nachum Abba Grossbard

Rosh Yeshiva of the Telzstone Yeshiva Gedola

� Rav Dovid of Skver-Boro Park. Succeeded his father, Rav Yitzchok Twersky, known as Rav 

 Bo / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

hern Italy in September of 1943, he hid his three children in a monastery, but he and his 

wife were arrested. He was transferred to Auschwitz in February 1944 and shot to death on a 

death march one year later. His wife, Chana, survived the war but was murd
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Rav of Shechunas HaBucharim in Yerushalayim, (5699/1939);

Rav Yeshayohu Zev Winograd (1883–1956). Born in Stuchin, Lithuania, his father, Rav 

Pinchas Mordechai Winograd, was one of Poland’s Gedolei Torah and the mechaber

. When Yeshayohu Zev was eight years old, his family moved to 

Yerushalayim. In 1912, he was sent to Europe by the city’s sages to raise funds for the needy of 

Yerushalayim. He made lengthy stops at Brisk, Biala and Warsaw. In 1920, he returned to 

dicated himself to expanding Yeshiva Etz Chaim, the oldest educational 

community (founded 1855). His major work was a 

on all of Shas, (5716/1956); 

1968). Born in Kovno, Lithuania, to Rav Bunim Tzemach, Rav 

Silver studied in Dvinsk with Rav Yosef Rosen, the Rogatchover Gaon, and Rav Meir Simcha, 

. At the age of twenty-four, he received semicha from Rav Chaim Ozer 

Grodzinski. A year later he immigrated to the United States. Rav Silver held several rabbinical 

positions in New York, Pennsylvania and Massachusets. In 1931 he accepted an invitation to 

in Cincinnati, where he remained until his passing. He founded the American 

HaRabbanim and established the Va’ad Hatzola to aid Jews in Europe during 

Rav Nachum Abba Grossbard, Mashgiach of Ponovezh. His son is Rav Shmuel Grossbard, 

Yeshiva Gedola in Eretz Yisrael, (5753/1993); 

Boro Park. Succeeded his father, Rav Yitzchok Twersky, known as Rav 

hern Italy in September of 1943, he hid his three children in a monastery, but he and his 

wife were arrested. He was transferred to Auschwitz in February 1944 and shot to death on a 

death march one year later. His wife, Chana, survived the war but was murdered by Arabs on 
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Schwartz also attended university (possibly the University of Wurzburg) where he studied 

languages, geography and astronomy. In 1829, he published his first map of the Holy Land, and 
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Itzikl Skverer (Skvirer), when the latter was niftar prematurely. Rav Dovid was succeeded by 

his son, Yechiel Michel Twersky, the Skverer Rebbe of Boro Park, (5761/2001). 

� Rav Ezra of Gerona, a talmid of Rav Yitzchok Sagi Nohor (Isaac the Blind), the blind son of 

the Ra’avad. In around 1200, Kabbola had reached Gerona in Spain. Thereafter the city began 

to be regarded as one of the most prominent centers within the framework of esoteric thought. 

Among Mekubolim of the time, Gerona was already known as a “Mother of Yisrael” city. Rav 

Ezra was extremely well versed in Kabbola that he had learned from his father, who was the 

Ramban’s teacher, (4987/1227); 

� Rav Yaakov Reischer, mechaber of Minchas Yaakov, Chok Yaakov, Iyun Yaakov, and Shvus 

Yaakov, (5493/1733); 

� Ezra HaSofer, (313 BCE or 320 BCE);  

� Nechemya HaNovi; 

� Rabbeinu Yosef, son of Shmuel HaNoggid, and son-in-law of Rav Nissim Gaon of Kirouan, 

murdered in an Arab pogrom with another 1500 Jews in Spain, (4827/1067); 

� Rav Yehuda (“Reb Yiddel”) Weber (1920–2006), born in Vodkert, Hungary, to Rav Yissochor 

Weber, a descendent of the Bach, and Rebbetzin Chana, a niece of the Arugas HaBosem. After 

his bar mitzva, Yehuda was sent to learn in Pupa under Rav Yaakov Yechezkel Grunwald, the 

Vayaged Yaakov, the Pupa Rebbe, who was his Rebbe Muvhok for seven years. When Rav 

Yaakov Yechezkel was niftar at the age of fifty-nine, he was succeeded by his son, Rav Yosef 

Grunwald, the Vayechi Yosef. Rav Yehuda then served as Mashgiach of Pupa. When the Yeshiva 

was closed in 1944, Rav Yehuda spent six months in the local work camps before being 

deported to Bergen-Belsen. In 1946, his sister introduced him to his Rebbetzin, Batsheva. A 

year later, his sister, Miriam, married the Pupa Rebbe. Both families settled in Antwerp, then 

moved to Williamsburg, New York, in 1950. In 1952, he was appointed Rosh Yeshiva of the 

newly established Pupa Yeshiva, first located in Queens, then in Ossening, in Westchester 

County. Although his family stayed in Williamsburg, Reb Yiddel made the regular forty-mile 

drive for four decades, (5766/2006). 

_ 10th of Shevat ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Jan 19th) 

� Rav Meir ben Yitzchok Katzenellenbogen, the Maharam Padua (1482–1565), born in 

Ellenbogen, Germany, founder of the Katzenellenbogen family. After studying in Prague, he 

went to Padua, Italy, and studied under Rav Yehuda Minz, whose granddaughter he married. He 

succeeded his father-in-law, Rav Avrohom Minz, as Rav of Padua. Among his contemporaries 

who sent him sha’alos were Rav Ovadia Sforno and Rav Moshe Isserles, the Rema.  

His epitaph reads: 

The heavens are clothed in darkness 

And we don sackcloth 

Because of the departure of a saint 

The foundation of the world, a prince pure 

Who submitted with complete faith 

To God and his religion 

Better was his name than the choicest oil 

Head of the Diaspora, Meir, a righteous man 

Who departed on the 10th of Shevat 

In the year 1565 this saint departed. 

[Yated 2006 says 30th of Shevat; Yated 2007 says 29th of Shevat], (5325/1565); 

� Rav Sar Sholom Mizrachi Didia ben Yitzchok Sharabi (Hebrew:  שרעבי מזרחי דידיעשר שלום  ), 
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born in 5480 (1720) in Sana'a, the capital of Yemen), was known as the Rashash (initials for 

“Rav Sholom Sharabi”). His father was Rosh Yeshiva of Bais E-l. Along with a number of other 

writings, Rav Sholom wrote a siddur, known as the Siddur HaKavonos, which is still used by 

Mekubolim today for tefilla. The great Mekubol, Rav Chaim Pelaji, testified that Rav Sholom 

Sharabi's soul was that of the holy Ari of Tzefas, and Rav Yitzchok Kaduri used to say, "One 

can have memorized all the written teachings of the Ari, and have studied them and the 

commentaries upon them in great depth, but if you have not learned the works of the Rashash, 

you have not yet entered into the study of Kabbola." The Rashash is considered the father of all 

contemporary Sephardi Mekubolim. On the 10th of Shevat, in the year 5542, he was niftar at the 

age of sixty-two, in Yerushalayim. He is buried on the Mount of Olives, where his grave is a 

pilgrimage site until this day, (5542/1782); 

� Rebbetzin Rivka Schneersohn (1833–1914) a granddaughter of Rav Dov Ber, the second 

Rebbe of Lubavitch. At age sixteen she married her first cousin, Rav Shmuel, who later became 

the fourth Lubavitcher Rebbe. The Bais Rivka network of girls' schools are named after her. 

Surviving her husband by thirty-three years, for many years she was the esteemed matriarch of 

Lubavitch. She is the source of many of the stories recorded in the talks, letters and memoirs of 

her grandson, Rav Yosef Yitzchok (the sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe), (5674/1914); 

� Rav Yosef Yitzchok Schneersohn, the sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe (1880–195o). The son of Rav 

Sholom Dov Ber, he dedicated his efforts to the Yeshiva founded by his father, Tomchei 

Temimim. He was jailed by the Russian government for teaching Torah, and on his release, he 

settled in Riga, Latvia. He escaped to America in 1940. His son-in-law, the last Lubavitcher 

Rebbe, is buried next to him in Queens, New York. He is referred to as “the father-in-law” by 

the last Lubavitcher Rebbe, (5710/1950); 

� Rav Yitzchok Eizek Sher of Slabodka (1875–1952). Born in Halusk, he studied in Volozhin 

under the Netziv's son-in-law, Rav Refoel Shapira, before moving to Slabodka. There he studied 

b'chavrusa with Rav Avrohom Grodzinski. In 1903, Rav Yitzchok Eizek married the Alter's 

youngest daughter, Mariasha Guttel, and moved to Kelm where he continued to learn diligently. 

He also studied for a brief period in the Mir, where his brother-in-law, Rav Eliezer Yehuda 

Finkel, served as Rosh Yeshiva. In 1911, the Alter appointed Rav Yitzchok Eizek to the position 

of Rebbe in the Yeshiva. In 1928, Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel went to Eretz Yisrael, along with the 

majority of Slabodka's students, and settled in Chevron. At that point, Rav Yitzchok Eizek was 

appointed Rosh Yeshiva of Slabodka's European division, with its Mashgiach, Rav Avrohom 

Grodzinski. On Shabbos morning, the sixteenth of Av, 1929, the Arabs massacred Chevron's 

Jews. After the massacre, the survivors reestablished the Chevron Yeshiva in Yerushalayim. Rav 

Yitzchok Eizek, at the advice of the Chazon Ish, reestablished the European branch of the 

Slabodka Yeshiva in Bnei Brak, (5712/1952); 

� Rav Rachamim Chai ben Rav Chanina HaKohen Chavita, Rav and Av Bais Din of Djerba, 

Tunisia, mechaber of Minchas Kohen and Simchas Kohen, (5719/1959). 

_ 11th of Shevat ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Jan 20th) 

� Rav Dovid Nosson Deutsch, son of Rav Yosef Yoel Deutsch, and the second Rav of 

Kretchenif. He authored Nefesh Dovid on Chumash, (5639/1879). 

� Rav Yehuda Leib ben Dovid, Rav in Berlin and Dassau and mechaber of the sefer Korban 

Eida, (5566/1806); 

� Rav Chaim Yehoshua ben Reuven HaKohen Blumenthal, Rav of Kaminetz, (5648/1888).  

_ 12th of Shevat ~ Begins Thursday Night (Jan 21th) 
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� Rav Chaim (Capoci) Kapusi (1540–1631), one of the noted Rabbonim of Egypt, a Torah sage 

who knew the revealed and the secret Torah. Born in Algiers, he moved with his family to 

Egypt in his early years. He was especially close to Rav Yosef Bagiliar, who studied with the 

Ari in Tzefas. This close friendship with Rav Yosef brought him into contact with the Gurei Ari 

(students of the Ari, Rav Yitzchok Luria), so that he is numbered among them. He was known 

as a miracle worker. He became Rav and Dayan in Egypt. He passed away at the age of ninety-

one and is buried in the Cairo Jewish cemetery. He authored Sifsei Chaim (unpublished) on the 

Sifri and the Mechilta, and Be’or HaChaim on Chumash, which was published about three 

hundred years after his petira (some say he was niftar on the 13th of Shevat), (5391/1631); 

� Rav Tzvi Hirsch Shor, mechaber of Toras Chaim, (5395/1635); 

� Rav Boruch Kapilish of Lublin, (5499/1739); 

� Rav Meir Atlas, one of the foremost Rabbonim in Lithuania in the late eighteen hundreds and 

early nineteen hundreds, (1848–1926). He helped found the Yeshiva of Telshe in 1875 and 

brought Rav Eliezer Gordon to head it. Rav Meir's daughter, Michle, was married to Rav 

Elchonon Wasserman, Rosh Yeshiva of Baranovich. Rav Meir first served as Rav in Libau, 

Kurland, and subsequently in Salant, Kobrin and Shavli, (5686/1926); 

� Rav Zev Dov Zamoshitz, mechaber of Minchas Zikoron, (5702/1942); 

� Rav Shmuel Chamoula, (5702–5764/1942–2004); 

� Rav Shabtai Aton [Atun], Rosh Yeshiva Reishis Chochma (1925–2006). Born in 

Yerushalayim's Old City to Rav Ben-Tzion, one of the ten founders of Yeshiva Poras Yosef in 

the Old City, Rav Shabtai learned at his father’s Yeshiva and was appointed Rav of the 

Yerushalayim neighborhood of Malcha. In 1957, he was appointed the spiritual leader of 

Yeshiva Poras Yosef, under the Roshei Yeshiva Rav Ezra Attia and Rav Yaakov Addes. It was at 

this time that the Yeshiva moved from the Old City to Geula. In Teves 1960, Rav Aton was 

widowed and left with four small children. In 1967, he opened Yeshiva Reishis Chochma. At 

first, the Yeshiva was located in the Yerushalayim neighborhood of Mekor Boruch, after which 

it moved to its present location in Sanhedria Murchevet, (5766/2006). 
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The Rashash

The Great Mekubol 

One the great Yemenite Torah 
leaders and one of the foremost Mekubolim 
of his day and leading Mekubol in 
Yerushalayim, Rav Sholom Sharabi, 
otherwise known as the Rashash, was born 
in Sharab, Yemen, in 5480/1720. After 
being miraculously saved from a difficult 
situation, Rav Sholom made a vow to go to 

the Holy Land in order to live in 
Yerushalayim, where he arrived after a 
journey that led him through India, 
Baghdad and Damascus. Although he had 
already established himself in his previous 
countries of residence as a significant 
Torah scholar and mekubol, he was 
determined to keep his abilities hidden in 
Eretz Yisrael. The Rashash approached the 
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Rosh Yeshiva, 
Rav Gedalia 
Chayon, and 
applied for the job 
of Shamash. This 
way he was able 
to stay 
anonymous, yet 
quench his thirst 
for Torah in this 
great Yeshiva.  

He would 
stand innocently in the corner during 
shiurim as if he were not part of the 
yet he was listening intently. His official job 
was to wake up the talmidim 
chatzos (midnight prayers), arrange the 
seforim, and bring water. No one dreamed 
that this "Shamash" was actually a great 
Talmid Chochom. When difficult questions 
arose that could not be answered by anyone 
in the Yeshiva the Rashash would leave an 
anonymous note with the correct answer 
between the Rosh Yeshiva's seforim
happened on a number of occasions and 
left the Rosh Yeshiva and all the 
bewildered as to who the author could have 
been, since the Rosh Yeshiva had 
on all the talmidim that they must reveal 
the author.  

One day, when the daughter of the 
Rosh Yeshiva saw the Rashash
paper inside her father's 
immediately notified her father. Under 
pressure from the Rosh Yeshiva
Rashash was forced to admit what he had 
been doing all along. Although he pleaded 
with Rav Gedalia to let him remain hidden, 
Rav Gedalia took his daughter's revelation 
as a sign from Shomayim that it was time 
for the Rashash to be revealed. 
on the Rashash became very close with the 
Rosh Yeshiva and in time married his 
daughter.  

After Rav Gedalia's petira
Rashash, at only twenty-seven 
was appointed Rosh Yeshiva. He wrote a 
peirush on the Arizal's Kabbola
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. He wrote a 
Kabbola work Eitz 

Chaim (written by Rav Chaim Vital) of 
which Rav Yedidiya Ab
whoever learns Eitz Chaim
peirush of the Rashash is like a blind man 
feeling his way in the dark. Among his most 
famous writings is the Siddur HaRashash
in which is written special 
kavonos for Tefilla which have bec
standard for all Mekubolim

Among his talmidim
and the Maharit Algazi,
Rosh Yeshiva after the 
Rashash. His great son
Sharabi, left in his tzavo'a
to bury him in disgrace and throw him into 
his kever as a kapora
against the wishes of his father
Rashash. Naturally, upon his 
Chevra Kadisha refused to carry this out. 
During the levaya they were attacked by 
the local Arabs and everyone was f
leave the niftar and flee for their lives. The 
attackers then flung the body which rolled 
down the hill in disgrace to its final resting 
place.  

The Rashash 
Yerushalayim in 5542/17
fifty-seven. He promised that in tim
tzora (trouble), whoever 
kever with great kavona 
He is buried on Har HaZeisim and on his 
yahrzeit, the 10th of 
petitioners go to learn and 
Yehi zichro boruch. 
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The Sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe

Transcending Conflict 

By: Rav Yerachmiel Tilles 

Rav Menachem Porush was an 
Agudas Yisrael representative in the first 
Knesset in 1948. He maintained that post 
for nearly thirty-five years, through ten 
different Knessets. Just one month before 
he passed away in February 2010, at age 
ninety-three, he related in an interview the 
following episode, which took place during 
that first Knesset term: 

Almost as soon as the state of Israel 
was inaugurated on May 14, 1948, the 
disputes began. One was particularly 
virulent: the state had decreed compulsory 
education until a certain age, and refused 
to recognize that the Ashkenazi-Chareidi 
Yiddish-speaking elementary schools 
fulfilled this requirement, complaining that 
they spent insufficient time on secular 
subjects such as math, English, history and 
geography. The religious school 
administrators insisted that their students 
learned the required amount of material in 
these subjects, but they were able to do it in 
compressed amounts of time. 

The face-to-face discussions, phone 
conversations and written correspondence 
became increasingly heated on both sides. 
Neither would budge. 

At that point, Rav Porush was about 
to embark on a visit to the USA. Just before 
he departed, he received a private phone 
call from another prominent Jerusalemite, 
Rav Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik, Rosh 
Yeshiva of Brisk. 

"Rav Porush, as you know, this 
dispute about the schools has the potential 
to tear this young country apart. When you 
are in New York, you must go to see the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe [Rav Yosef Yitzchok 
Schneersohn, 1880-1950]. " 

"The Brisker Rav wants me to go the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe on his behalf?" I 
interrupted, astonished. [Brisk is among 
the leading Yeshivos of the Lithuanian 
Jews, who are considered to be the 
opposite of Chassidim, especially Lubavitch 
Chassidim.] 

"Yes! Go to him and tell him he must 
instruct Shazar to license our Yiddish-
speaking schools." 

"At that time," explained Rav 
Porush, Zalman Shazar was the minister of 
education. And since he came from a 
Lubavitch family in Russia, the Brisker Rav 
hoped that the Lubavitcher Rebbe could 
have some influence over him. 

So, when Rav Porush reached New 
York, he made an appointment to see the 
Rayatz of Lubavitch. The Rebbe's secretary 
escorted the politically important visitor 
into the Rebbe's office, and said, "Here is 
Rav Porush, from Eretz Yisrael." 

Rav Porush reports in the interview 
how it was difficult for the Rayatz to talk at 
that time in his life, an indirect result of the 
torture he had endured from the 
Communist prison guards and 
interrogators, yet he still came up with a 
snappy response. 

"For Porush there are many 
perushim (interpretations). It can mean 
Porush of Agudas Yisrael, Porush of the 
National Religious Party, or Porush of 
Neturei Karta. Which sort of Porush are 
you?" 

Now, Rav Porush could have 
answered simply by revealing his Agudas 
Yisrael affiliation, but he chose a more 
intimate response. "I am the son of the 
Porush who was the very first person to 
visit the Rebbe in Riga [capital of Latvia, 
the Rayatz's first stop upon being deported 
from Russia in 1927].” 

"In that case," said the Rebbe with a 
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wide smile, "Sholom Aleichem. Welcome." 

Rav Porush promptly explained to 
the Rebbe his mission from the Brisker 
Rav. The Rebbe Rayatz was visibly 
astonished. "The Brisker Rav sent you to 
me? To me? Really?" Each time Rav Porush 
said yes, or nodded his head. 

The Rebbe thought deeply for a few 
moments. "Well, then, when you return to 
the Land, please go to Mr. Shazar and tell 
him that I said he should fulfill the request 
of the Brisker Rav. Also tell him I said that 
Mr. Shneur Zalman Shazar-Rubashov 
should not shame the Lubavitch Shazar-
Rubashov family in Russia. And Hashem 
should bless him." 

Rav Porush tells that after returning 
home to Yerushalayim, he immediately set 
out for the Knesset, which at that time was 
in Tel Aviv, to speak to Shazar. When he 
found him, Dovid Ben-Gurion, the prime 
minister, was also in the room. 

When Rav Porush finished telling 
Shazar what the Rayatz had told him to 
say, Shazar excitedly called over to Ben-
Gurion. "Porush comes with a message 
from the Lubavitcher Rebbe in Brooklyn." 

"Really?" exclaimed Ben-Gurion. 
"You saw the Lubavitcher Rebbe? You were 
in his court? He actually sent a request to 
Shazar?" 

"And that," concluded Rav Porush, 
"was the end of the conflict!" Minister of 
Education Shazar, with the tacit approval 
of Prime Minister Ben-Gurion, recognized 
every Chareidi religious school and Yeshiva 
in the country. No more arguments, no 
more discussions. And all because of the 
tremendous respect they had for the 
previous Lubavitcher Rebbe. 

www.ascentofsafed.com/cgi-bin/ascent.cgi?Name=656-41 

 

 Laws of Promising 

The financial situation in Yeshiva 
Tomchei Temimim, the central Chabad-
Lubavitch Yeshiva founded in Rostov, 

Russia, in 1897, was very difficult in the 
years of the Bolshevik and Communist 
oppression. There was never enough food 
for the students, let alone money for other 
necessities. 

One time, in the early 1920s, one of 
the directors of the Yeshiva approached a 
very wealthy Jew in Rostov and asked him 
for help. At first the man refused, but after 
much prodding he finally agreed to 
contribute some of the much-needed funds. 
He would only give the money, however, on 
one condition: he and his wife had been 
married for many years and still had no 
children. If the Rav would promise them a 
son, the man would help the Yeshiva. 

The Yeshiva desperately needed the 
money. Feeling he had no choice and 
trusting in Hashem, the Rav promised the 
wealthy man that in the merit of his 
tzedoka (charity) he would have a son. The 
man gave the money and the crises 
lessened. 

A year passed but no celebration for 
the birth of a child took place in the 
wealthy man's house. He went to the 
director of the Yeshiva and said, "You 
promised me a child. I kept my part of the 
deal but you haven't kept yours." The Rav 
encouraged the man to have faith and to 
wait patiently. He was certain that in the 
merit of the donation the couple would 
have a child. 

Another year passed and still no 
child was born. This time the wealthy man 
approached the Rav angrily. "You deceived 
me. You promised me a child and we do not 
have any children!" 

The Rav went to the Rebbe Rayatz 
and told him the whole story. 

"Who told you that you could 
promise someone that he would be blessed 
with children when you cannot keep your 
word?" the Rebbe asked sternly. 

"But Rebbe," the Rav replied, "the 
Yeshiva was in dire straits and I was 
certain that in the merit of his donation 
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that would enable hundreds of students to 
study Torah, he and his wife would be 
blessed with a child." 

"Still," said the Rebbe, "it is 
forbidden to make a promise that you 
cannot personally keep." 

A few years passed. The man began 
harassing the Rav on a daily basis. Day 
after day he confronted him, crying bitterly, 
"Where is the child you promised me?" 

The Rav went again to the Rebbe. 
"He will not leave me alone. He does not let 
me live," the Rav told the Rebbe. 

"Go to the man," said the Rebbe, 
"and tell him in my name that he will have 
a child this year. And never again make a 
promise that you can't keep." 

The following year the man and his 
wife made a festive celebration upon the 
bris (circumcision) of their son. 
Source: Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from the rendition on "Living 

Jewish" - a weekly publication in the Jerusalem area, based on 

//LchaimWeekly.org. 

www.ascentofsafed.com/cgi-bin/ascent.cgi?Name=841-19 

 

The Panicked Nurse 

In 1947, only a few years before Rav 
Yosef Yitzchok Schneersohn (the Rayatz), 
sixth Rebbe in the Chabad-Lubavitch 
dynasty, passed away, his son-in-law and 
eventual successor, Rav Menachem Mendel 
Schneersohn, traveled to Paris. His mother 
had made it out of Communist Russia. The 
Rebbe, who had escaped from Europe to 
the United States in 1941, arrived in Paris 
to greet his mother, whom he had not seen 
for more than fifteen years, in order to 
escort her back to the United States. 

In Paris, he met a group of 
Lubavitch Chassidim who had survived the 
Holocaust and very much wanted to 
immigrate to the Unites States but could 
not get visas. They asked him that upon his 
return he tell the Rebbe Rayatz of their 
plight and request that he awaken 

compassion and mercy upon them in 
Heaven. Rav Menachem Mendel explained 
to them that they must be a little naïve to 
think that the Rayatz needs to be directly 
informed in order to be made aware of 
their problems. In order to make his point 
he told them the following story: 

At the time, the Rayatz was ill and 
required a certain injection of drugs every 
day. A private nurse would come to his 
study at 770 at a set time in order to 
administer the injection. One day, the 
nurse was a few minutes late. When she 
knocked on the door of his study there was 
no answer. Usually, there were gabbo’im 
from the Rayatz's secretariat around, but 
this time there was no one there. So she 
slowly opened the door to his study. When 
she walked in she saw him sitting at his 
desk, his eyes gazing off into the distance, 
obviously unaware that she had entered. 
He had the look of someone who was not in 
this world altogether. She had never seen 
anything like this and was certain that 
something had happened to him – perhaps 
he had even lost consciousness. 

She ran out looking for someone 
from the family or the staff. She 
encountered the Ramash (as the Rebbe-to-
be was known in those days), who quickly 
came into the room and approached his 
father-in-law to hear what he was 
mumbling. He heard the Rebbe Rayatz 
reciting by heart and with the Torah 
melody the words of the Song of the Sea, Oz 
Yoshir. It was as if the Rayatz was praying. 
So, immediately he realized that the Rayatz 
was in a state of communion (with 
Hashem) and that he was not sick. This 
state is known as disembodiment and the 
person seems to have lost touch with reality 
(the truth is very much the opposite, as we 
will see in a moment). Indeed, after a few 
minutes, the Rayatz seemed to snap out of 
it. 

But the Rebbe sensed that there was 
a reason for all this. He decided to do some 
research and learned that during those very 
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moments that the Rayatz was in a state of 
communion and disembodiment, 
thousands of miles away, a small group of 
Chassidim had tried to cross the Russian-
Polish border illegally. If they had been 
caught, they would have been summarily 
executed. During those critical moments, 
the Rebbe Rayatz had awakened the mercy 
of Heaven that they be successful. 

The Rebbe-to-be told the Chassidim 
in Paris that after hearing this story they 
should understand that the Rebbe Rayatz 
does not need anyone to tell him when to 
awaken mercy on his talmidim. Every 
Chassid is always on his mind. He sees and 
knows exactly what is happening with him, 
and continually sacrifices himself and prays 
for every one of them. 

This is an important story to make 
us reflect that the Rebbe is indeed thinking 
of each one of us, and continually 
awakening the mercy of Heaven upon us. 

One more point to take with us from 
this story is that there is a powerful 
connection between saying the Song of the 
Sea and awakening mercy in Heaven. If the 
Rebbe noted what the Rayatz was saying 
(he could have told the story without 
noting what the Rayatz had been saying 
during his disembodiment), it means that 
we should be aware of it. If you think about 
someone who needs Heavenly mercy and 
recite the Song of the Sea with sincerity and 
the proper intent, you will be awakening 
the Heavens to be merciful with him. This 
is true both for an individual and for the 
entire Jewish people. 

The Song of the Sea appears in 
Parshas Beshalach, the Torah reading of 
the week during which the 10th of Shevat – 
the Rayatz's yahrzeit – usually falls, 
making this story and its teaching 
particularly suited to the date. 
Source: Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from the translation/rendition 

on inner.org, which is based on a talk by Rav Yitzchok Ginsburgh 

at a children's gathering in Ramat Aviv 

www.ascentofsafed.com/cgi-bin/ascent.cgi?Name=791-20  

(Actually, he told there two stories. For the other, here is the link: 

www.inner.org/spiritual-masters/yosef-yitzchak-schneersohn-rayatz-

1.php ) 

 

A Rebbe’s Education  

The following are excerpts from 
diary entries and transcribed talks in which 
the sixth Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rav Yosef 
Yitzchok Schneersohn (1880–1950), 
describes the education he received from 
his father, the fifth Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rav 
Sholom Dov Ber Schneersohn (1860–
1920).  

When I was four years old, I asked 
my father, “Why did Hashem make people 
with two eyes? Why not with one eye, just 
as they have one nose and one mouth?” 

“Do you know the aleph-bais?” 
asked Father. 

“Yes.” 

“Then you know that there are two 
very similar Hebrew letters, the shin and 
the sin. Can you tell the difference between 
them?” 

“The shin has a dot on its right side; 
the sin, on its left,” I replied. 

Said Father: “There are things which 
one must look upon with a right eye, with 
affection and empathy, and there are things 
to be regarded with a left eye, with 
indifference and detachment. On a siddur 
(prayerbook) or on a Jew, one should look 
with a right eye; on a candy or toy, one 
should look with a left eye.” 

In the year 5644 [1884; Rav Yosef 
Yitzchok would have been three or four 
years old at the time] our living quarters 
consisted of two rooms. One room was the 
bedroom. In the other room, my father 
would sit and learn with his study partner, 
the Chassid, Rav Yaakov Mordechai 
Bezpalov. In that room also stood my small 
bed. 

In those years, I was a beautiful 
child with a shining face. One night, Yaakov 
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Mordechai looked at me in my sleep and 
remarked to my father that the features 
and radiance of my face bespoke an inner 
purity of mind. 

My father was roused with a desire 
to kiss me. But at that moment there arose 
in his mind the thought that in the Bais 
HaMikdosh, in addition to the korbonos, 
they would also bring gold, silver and the 
like, for its upkeep. He decided to 
transform the kiss into a ma’amar 
(discourse of Chassidic teaching). He then 
wrote the ma’amar titled Ma Rabbu 
Ma’asecha. 

In 5652 [1892], my father gave me 
the manuscript as a gift and said, “This is a 
Chassidic kiss; in time I will explain.” In 
5656 [1896] he told me the whole story. 

On Rosh HaShana of 5648 [1887], 
when I was a child of seven and several 
months, I visited my grandmother, who 
treated me to a melon. I went out to the 
yard and sat with my friends on a bench 
directly opposite my father’s window, and 
shared the melon with my friends. 

My father called me in and said to 
me, “I noticed that although you shared the 
melon with your friends, you did not do so 
with a whole heart.” He then explained to 
me at length the concept of a “generous 
eye” and “malevolent eye”. 

I was so deeply affected by my 
father’s words that I was unable to recover 
for half an hour. I wept bitterly, and 
brought up what I had eaten of the melon. 

“What do you want from the boy?” 
asked my mother. “He’s only a child!” 

Father replied, “It is good this way. 
Now this trait will be ingrained in his 
character.” 

This is education. 

 

For Pesach of 5650 [1890] – I was 
several months short of my tenth birthday 
at the time – a new suit of clothes was 

made up for me, together with a brand-new 
pair of shoes. 

In my hometown of Lubavitch, the 
preparations for the festival were 
conducted in a meticulous and thorough 
manner. On the day before Pesach, a strict 
procedure was followed: first, all chometz 
(leaven) was searched out and eradicated 
from the yard, chicken coop and stable. The 
caretaker, Rav Mendel, was busy with this 
for a good part of the night before, and 
followed up with a double-check in the 
morning. Then the chometz was burned, 
following which we would go to immerse 
ourselves in the mikve, dress for the 
festival, and bake the matza mitzva for the 
Seder. Finally, there were always the last-
minute preparations to be taken care of. 

Among these final odds and ends 
was a job entrusted to me: to remove the 
seals from the wine bottles and to partially 
pull out the corks. The latter was a most 
challenging task, for one had to take care 
that the metal of the corkscrew should not 
come in contact with the wine. 

That year, I was busy at my 
appointed task in my father’s room. I went 
about my work with great caution, careful 
not to dirty my new suit and, most 
importantly, not to dull the shine on my 
new shoes. 

My father noticed what was 
uppermost in my mind, and said to me, 
“The Alter Rebbe [Rav Schneur Zalman of 
Liadi] cites the following metaphor: A great 
nobleman sits at a table laden with all sorts 
of gourmet dishes and delicacies. Under the 
table lies a dog, gnawing a bone. Can you 
imagine the nobleman climbing down from 
his chair and joining the dog under the 
table to chew on a luscious bone?” 

My father’s words so affected me 
that I was ashamed to even look at my new 
clothes. 

This is education. 
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It was the summer of 5656 [1896], 
and Father and I were strolling in the fields 
of Balivka, a hamlet near Lubavitch. The 
grain was near to ripening, and the wheat 
and grass swayed gently in the breeze. 

Said Father to me, “See G-dliness! 
Every movement of each stalk and grass 
was included in Hashem’s Primordial 
Thought of Creation, His all-embracing 
vision of history, and is guided by divine 
providence toward a G-dly purpose.” 

Walking, we entered the forest. 
Engrossed in what I had heard, excited by 
the softness and seriousness of Father’s 
words, I absentmindedly tore a leaf off a 
passing tree. Holding it a while in my 
hands, I continued my thoughtful walking, 
occasionally tearing small pieces of leaf and 
casting them to the winds. 

“The Holy Ari,” said Father to me, 
“says that not only is every leaf on a tree a 
creation invested with divine life, created 
for a specific purpose within Hashem’s 
intent in creation, but also that within each 
and every leaf there is a spark of a soul that 
has descended to earth to find its 
correction and fulfillment. 

“The Talmud,” Father continued, 
“rules that ‘a man is always responsible for 
his actions, whether awake or asleep.’ The 
difference between wakefulness and sleep 
is in the inner faculties of man, his intellect 

and emotions. The external faculties 
function equally well in sleep; only the 
inner faculties are confused. So, dreams 
present us with contradictory truths. A 
waking man sees the real world; a sleeping 
man does not. This is the deeper 
significance of wakefulness and sleep: 
when one is awake, one sees divinity; when 
asleep, one does not. 

“Nevertheless, our Sages maintain 
that man is always responsible for his 
actions, whether awake or asleep. Only this 
moment we have spoken of divine 
providence, and unthinkingly you tore off a 
leaf, played with it in your hands, twisting, 
squashing and tearing it to pieces, throwing 
it in all directions. 

“How can one be so callous toward a 
creation of Hashem? This leaf was created 
by Hashem for a specific purpose, and is 
imbued with a divine life force. It has a 
body, and it has its life. In what way is the 
‘I’ of this leaf inferior to yours?” 

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/42749/jewish/A-Rebbes-

Education.htm 
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