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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard and  Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT SHEMOT 5777

GRATITUDE

"A new king arose over Egypt who did not know of Yosef" (Shemos 1:8). There's a dispute in the

Gemara between Rav and Shmuel  whether it  was really a king or  it  was the same king with

different decrees. Why then is he called a new king? Because the king changed, during the days

of Yosef he was good - he sent carriages for Yaakov Avinu, he gave the best part of Egypt for

Yaakov and his family to live in, and now he became otherwise. This was especially felt by his

decrees against the Jewish people.

What is the meaning of "he did not know of Yosef"? If he's a new king perhaps, though unlikely,

he really didn't know who Yosef was. If, however it was the same king it means he didn't want

to know him - he made himself as if he didn't know, he didn't want to acknowledge all the good

that Yosef had done for Egypt. He may have remembered but he made himself as if he didn't

know the man who had saved Egypt from famine. Pharaoh had special reason to be grateful to

Yosef because one of the things that Yosef did was to make the nation slaves to Pharaoh and ot

have him acquire all the land.

There's  an  opinion  of  the  Baalei  Tosafos  that  Pharaoh  indeed  gave  Yosef's  family  a  work

dispensation and they didn't have to be slaves in Egypt, they were free to go to Eretz Yisrael.

This opinion states that there was a part of Yosef's family that indeed went to Eretz Yisrael, to

Shechem. Even so, shouldn't he have been grateful enough to Yosef to have acted in a better

manner towards Yosef's nation?
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Chazal derive from Pharaoh that one who doesn't have gratitude towards another person in the

end will not have gratitude for what Hakadosh Baruch Hu does for him. The parsha begins with

Pharaoh not knowing Yosef, towards the end of the parsha we read Pharaoh declaring: "I do not

know Hashem" (Shemos 5:2). Not only does Pharaoh not want to acknowledge what Yosef did

for him, he doesn't want to acknowledge what Hakadosh Baruch did for him. Hashem made him

king  of  Egypt.  Whether  it's  towards  fellow  human beings  or  towards  Hashem,  it's  the  same

character trait of ungratefulness.

We, of course, are not like Pharaoh, as we say every Shabbos:

"Were  our  mouth  as  full  of  song  as  the  sea,  and  our  tongue  as  full  of  joyous  song  as  its

multitude of waves, and our lips as full of praise as the breadth of the heavens, and our eyes as

brilliant as the sun and the moon, and our hands as outspread as eagles of the sky and our feet

as  swift  as  hinds,  we still  could  not  thank You sufficiently,  Hashem our G-d and G-d of  our

forefathers  and  to  bless  Your  Name  for  even  on  of  the  thousand  thousands,  thousands  of

thousands and myriad myriads of favors that You performed for our ancestors and for us".

We must feel the good Hashem for us, and be so thankful that our lips can't stop rexpressing

our gratitude.

The  Chinuch  writes  that  the  mitzvah  to  love  Hashem  means  that  a  person  shouldn't  love

anything else, only Hakadosh Baruch Hu, as we say daily in Kriat Shema that we should love

Hashem with all our heart. How can we not love anything else? Are we not supposed to love the

Torah, what about the Jewish people, what about Eretz Yisrael?

The Chinuch doesn't mean that you shouldn't love the Torah, you should love the Torah because

it's Hashem's Torah. A person should love the Jewish people because they are His people, and

Eretz Yisrael  because it's  His  land.  Even one's wife and children should be loved because He

gave them to him to love. To love things for their own sake, however, detracts from one's love

for  Hashem.  A  person  can't  say  "I  love  Hashem and  I  love  schnitzel".  If  he  loves  schnitzel

because it gives him strength to serve Hashem or to fulfill the mitzvah of "oneg Shabbos" that's

fine, but it can't be separate from his love for Hashem.

The difference between Moshe and Pharaoh is that when Hashem speaks to Moshe and asks him

to  redeem  the  Jewish  people,  Moshe  reponds  "who  am  I"  (Shemos  3:11),  I  am  nothing.

Pharaoh, on the other hand says: "who is Hashem" (Shemos 5:2) - I, Pharaoh am important, I

created the Nile, I am everything. Hashem? Who's He?

This is the difference between the tzaddik and the rasha. Although we'll never reach the level of

Moshe Rabenu we must try as hard as we can to come as close as we can to the ways of Moshe

and to distance ourselves from the ways of Pharaoh. Hashem is everything, Pharaoh thinks he's

everything but in truth he's nothing. We must be disciples of Moshe and follow in his footsteps.
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