
lesson for his future: Every person has a ‘Yes mission’ 
in this world, to fill his life with positive achievements 
and accomplishments using the great kochos that 
Hashem endowed him with. The same tongue can be 
used for death or for life! Thus, one bird must be 
killed and the other will live and flourish; for that is a 
metaphor of the free will possessed by each person. 

 The chirping birds are specifically chosen for his 
ultimate lesson, because it is not just evil words that 
he must refrain from going forward; it is about using 
his mouth for good. It is about the mission of ‘yes’, of 
doing good things that will make the world a better 
place. 

 Rav Daniel then brought an amazing Gemara in 
Maseches Sukkah to bring out this point even more: The 
Gemara tells us that the first words a child should be 
taught when he begins to speak are 
(Devarim 33:4). Perhaps the idea is 

that as soon as the child is able to use that spectacular 
vessel called his mouth, we teach him the ultimate 
lesson for life: This mouth can be used for so much 
good! We begin training him to speak with the pro-
found reality that there is much good to be done, 
rather than focus on all the harm that he is able to do. 

 Rav Daniel then went on to speak to these very 
special boys about the greatness of their achievement 
in separating themselves from harm; but he then 
accentuated the great positive - how now they were 
able to find so much more time for good things, and 
how by keeping their commitment they, too, would be 
in the same mission of ‘yes’- filling their lives with 
positivity. 

 Although unfortunately today we do not merit 
the supernatural Tzara’as, the lessons that remain are 
eternal: Tzara’as is not just about teaching what not to 
do, but revealing to us how much life has to offer us if 
we would just utilize the ‘yes mission’ that Hashem 
Yisborach has lovingly granted each and every one of 
us.  

 Besiyata DiShmaya. 
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 In an incredible lesson of chinuch, Rav 
Avrohom Pam zt”l once explained to a talmid of his 
how he should teach his child the concept of muk-
tzeh on Shabbos. The child should be told that there 
are so many wonderful things that we do on Shab-
bos, rather than focusing on what we cannot do…  

At a very special gathering for boys who un-
dertook to separate themselves from any connection 
to non-Jewish media and entertainment, yedid nafshi 
Rav Daniel Kalish, shlita, said over the following 
incredible idea based on the words of Rav Shmuel 
Berenbaum, zt”l: 

 Our Parasha teaches us about the two birds that 
the Metzora must offer upon becoming pure. One of 
these birds is killed and the other is set free, to live. 
The question is, if the Metzora already went through 
his entire period of affliction and atonement, why is 
this seemingly extra avodah also necessary? Further-
more, Chazal teach us that the reason for the birds 
specifically is because birds are animals that are 
constantly chirping. The bird comes to remind the 
Metzora that the sin of Lashon Hara (the main cause 
of Tzara’as) comes about primarily because of talking 
too much.  

 In reality, however, the birds that are chirping all 
the time are not in any way expressing things that are 
wrong or negative - this is how they communicate. 
Why then is the bird brought as an inspiration to 
someone whose sin is speaking words that are evil 
and wrong? 

 To answer these two questions Rav Daniel ex-
plained in the name of Rav Shmuel Berenbaum as 
follows: The biggest lesson for the Metzora is not so 
much what he cannot do with his speech, but what he 
can do and ought to do. The mouth is a vessel that can 
be used for endless good; when utilized wisely it can 
be a source of the greatest blessings. 

 Immediately after his Tzara’as has left him com-
pletely the Torah says that the Metzora must bring 
birds. Why? Because he must now absorb an integral 


