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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard and  Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT KI TISAH 5776

EMUNAT CHACHAMIM

"The people saw that Moshe had delayed in descending the mountain, and the people gathered

around Aharon and said to him: 'rise up, make for us gods that will go before us'" (Shemos 32:1).

What did the people ask of Aharon? Did they ask for a new Creator of the Universe? This can't be for

even the Satan did not show them that Hashem does not exist, simply that Moshe Rabenu was no

longer alive. They had no need for a new Ribbono Shel Olam! What then did they want from Aharon?

Perhaps we can suggest that they understood that until now the Shechina had resided within Moshe

Rabenu. Moshe Rabenu was their leader, he split the sea for them and did so much more. If Moshe

no longer existed then they now required some other form of housing for the Divine Presence.

On the surface this does not sound like such a negative or heretical idea, after all at Har Sinai

Hashem commanded Moshe to construct an Aron and Keruvim where the Shechina would reside.

They were not yet aware of this, so they felt that a calf could serve this purpose. Why then was

Hashem  so  angry  with  His  nation  to  the  extent  that  He  wished  to  destroy  them?  There  is  a

fundamental difference between the Aron and Keruvim and between constructing a calf - man has no
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right to dictate to Hashem where to house the Shechina. Hashem is "elyon", above everything else

and only He can decide where the Shechina should reside. This is what angered Hashem, for there is

no must when it comes to Him.

The first Beis Hamikdash was based on the specifications of a scroll which the prophet Shmuel gave

to Dovid Hamelech who then passed it on to his son Shlomo Hamelech who was responsible for the

construction.  Regarding the  construction,  we are  told:  "everything is  in  writing  by the  hand  of

Hashem" (Divrei Hayamim I 28:19). The specifications had all been written before. The third Beis

Hamikdash, may it be built speedily in our day, will follow the specifications recorded in the book of

Yechezkel based on a prophecy he received. Regarding the second Beis Hamikdash there was no

special  prophecy,  they  tried  to  follow the  prophecy  of  Yechezkel  however  they  were  unable  to

understand all  of  it.  What they did was model  it  after  the first  Beis  Hamikdash constructed by

Shlomo Hamelech and the parts of Yechezekl's prophecy which they were able to understand they

followed. In all cases there was nothing which was done out of their own will. Even that which is

derived by Chazal,  this  too  is  based on the Torah and the prophets  following the guidelines of

derivations from the Torah which Hashem taught us.

This was where the Jewish nation erred. Perhaps Hashem could have forgiven this iniquity and not

judged  them so  harshly  had they  not  been guilty  of  a  further  infraction.  When Moshe Rabenu

ascended Har Sinai he instructed the people precisely what to do in his absence: "Behold, Aharon

and Chur are with you, whoever has a grievance should approach them" (Shemos 24:14). If they

truly believed that Moshe Rabenu was no longer alive they should have turned to Aharon and Chur,

perhaps Hashem would have appeared to Aharon in a prophecy and instructed him to tell the people

that they were mistaken, for Moshe was very much alive. Even had Moshe Rabenu no longer lived

Hashem could have informed Aharon who would be Moshe's replacement - perhaps Nachshon ben

Aminadav or Yehoshua bin Nun, or someone else. Another possibility, if Hashem would not have sent

a prophecy then perhaps these two gedolim could debate and decide what the right course of action

should be. Rather than seeking the counsel of Aharon and Chur, they dictated to them what should

be done. Note how the Torah describes the gathering around Aharon not as "vayikahel haam EL

Aharon", but rather "vayikahel haam AL Aharon" as if they were above him and not that he was the

great man whose wisdom and prophecy they should follow. Chazal teach us that Chur objected and

paid for it with his life.

All too often we find people who do not seek the counsel of Rabbanim but instead tell them what to

say - "this Rabbi is too machmir, he does not understand the needs of the generation, shouldn't we

take the lenient approach of Beis Hillel and not the stringent approach of Beis Shammai?" We have

not right to speak this way about Gedolei Torah. We must realize that the Gedolei Torah know much

better than we do what the proper course of action is to take.

A similar thing took place in Shushan. The people thought Mordechai was mistaken for not bowing

down to  Hashem and  for  instructing  them not  to  attend  the  feast  of  Achashverosh.  Mordechai

instructed them not to go yet they did not listen and they attended the feast. They reasoned - what

a benevolent king is he that he invites us to his feast. It would be an insult to the king if we do not

come. The king, however, was clothed in the garments designated for Aharon Hakohen to serve in

the Beis Hamikdash, an act the king was punished for with the death of Vashti. The people should

not have attended a feast which was intended to celebrate that destruction of the Beis Hamikdash

and in Achashverosh's mind that it was not to be rebuilt.

The decree of Haman followed and they blamed Mordechai for not having bowed down to him. In the

end the people repented by accepting the Torah out of their own volition. In Har Sinai they were

coerced, here they accepted it. One could argue that perhaps the Purim celebration should be on the

day they defeated the enemy, however it is observed on the day they accepted the Torah - the day

of kiyemu vekiblu.

YNA Sicha Parshat Ki Tisah 2 of 3



I have often wondered why there is an observance of Purim Katan on Adar Alef of a leap year, what

took place on the fourteenth and fifteenth of Adar Alef? Perhaps we can suggest the following - if

Mordechai  and Esther would have failed in their  attempt to save the nation,  if  the foolish king

Achashverosh would not have listened to Esther's plea, there was still another way which the people

could have been saved. Haman as we know sent letters to the nations of the world telling them that

he was planning to destroy the Jewish nation "on the thirteenth of the twelfth month which is the

month of Adar" (Esther 3:13). Given that the other nations were not familiar with the Hebrew month

of Adar, Haman would have presumably sent a letter to each nation citing the date based on their

own calendar. What would have been if Zrubavel and the Sanhedrin sitting in the Lishkas Hagazis

would  have elected to institute a  leap year,  the  thirteenth  of  the Second Adar would  then not

correspond to the date the other nations set on their calendar for wiping out the Jewish nation.

Haman's decree would have become null and void. We did not need a salvation in that form but

perhaps the observance of Purim Katan indicates another possible form of salvation for the Jewish

nation from Haman.
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