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Daily Minyan  MINCHA - Mon – Thurs at 979 Third Avenue, 
17th Floor, Artistic Frame – 4:00PM – Please join us! 212-289-
2100 – Mincha– The most important tefilah of the day –Give us 
11 minutes and we’ll give you the World To Come! 
 
Editors Notes  
 
When Can Haughtiness be Good? Vayakhel-
Pikudei 5777 
 
We have often heard the complaint that the children 
of the community think they are special. Critics note 
that among the youth there is a sense of haughtiness 
and pride.  This they find unacceptable,  typically 
quoting Maimonides where he states that “There are 
certain character traits which a person is forbidden to 
accustom himself in, even in moderation. Rather, he 
must distance himself to the opposite extreme. One 
such trait is haughtiness. For the ideal path is not that 
one be humble alone; he must be lowly of spirit and 
exceedingly unassuming. 
 
But can there be a good haughtiness? Where does 
one draw the line between positive self-esteem and 
pride? We all know that self-esteem is a very 
important ingredient for a successful and happy life. 
A person can be blessed with intelligence and talent 
but if he or she lacks self-esteem, this can be an 
obstacle in achieving success in a job, a relationship 
and in virtually every area of life. When can one have 
an elevated heart?  
 
We discussed this in class this morning based on a 
class by Rabbi Pinches Friedman and I recalled that 
my mother may she be blessed, worked diligently to 
build our self-confidence and she continues to do so. 

As children we heard in Synagogue that we should 
never forget that our father’s family descended from 
the Davidic dynasty. I had to remember that I was a 
child not only of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. I was the 
son of Judah, of Nachshon who with deep faith 
stepped into the sea until it split, of David who slew 
Goliath and wrote Psalms and of Solomon the father 
of Wisdom and author of Song of Songs, Kohelet and 
Proverbs. My mother would remind us that as a 
Gindi, she was the daughter of a Kohen and although 
we ourselves were not priests, we still descended 
from Aaron HaKohen and Pinchas ben Elazar his 
grandson and zealot; their blood flowing in our veins. 
My dad would temper the fact that we were born with 
the crowns of Royalty and Priesthood with the 
reminder that we must earn on our own the crown of 
Torah. 
 
As young adults our group of friends knew that we 
were special. There was a sense of communal pride, 
a level of camaraderie and a feeling that there was 
no place better.  We made friends with Saudi princes 
who had more money and things than we could even 
imagine, but it was they who wanted to be with us. I 
had a friend who was a Kennedy, true American 
royalty and wealth, but again, we were the cool ones. 
We knew actors, famous designers, athletes and 
models, but we felt we had the good life; a life far 
better than anything out there.  
 
What is the source of this pride?  
 
We read in the second perasha this week the portion 
of Pekudei, “ Betzalel … did all that Hashem 
commanded Moshe.”  
 
How does Betzalel know all that Hashem rold 
Moses? This verse implies that even regarding 
matters which Moses had not related to him, Betzalel 
was able to figure out. Rashi explains, Moses 
commanded Betzalel to make the utensils first and 
the Mishkan afterwards. Betzalel said to him, ‘The 
common practice of the world is to first make a 
house, and afterwards one puts the utensils in it.’ 
Moses responded, As you said is what I heard from 
the mouth of Hashem.’ 
 
Moses then compliments his student using a play on 
his name explaining, ‘you were in G-d’s shadow 
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(be’tzal El), for indeed, that is what Hashem 
commanded me.’ And that is what he (Betzalel) did.” 
It makes sense that one builds the house first and 
then builds the furniture. The house is more than a 
place for furniture. The house protects us from the 
world outside as the Mishkan protects the Jewish 
people and our Kedusha from the nations of the 
world.  
 
We know that the walls of the Mishkan were made 
from shittim or cedar wood and the Torah lists “atzei 
shittim” among the items that were to be donated to 
the Mishkan . Again we turn to Rashi who asks where 
one gets shittim or cedar wood in the desert?   
 
Rashi answers, that Yaakov Avinu planted “shittim” 
trees in Egypt, and when he was dying, he 
commanded his sons to take them up with them 
when they would depart from Egypt. He told them 
that Hashem would command them in the future to 
make a Mishkan of “shittim” wood in the midbar. See 
to it that you should have them ready at hand. 
 
The Zohar explains that Jacob went to the trouble of 
planting cedar-trees in Egypt so that it would be his 
kedushah that would serve as the middle bar, 
bridging the beams—that were made from the very 
trees that he had planted-- from one end to the other. 
 
And this leaves us with another challenging question 
of why Yaakov planted cedars in Egypt in anticipation 
of the building of the Mishkan. This is seemingly 
surprising. For, we find a passuk that explicitly 
associates the cedar with haughtiness with regard to 
the Parah Adumah, the red heifer. “There shall be 
taken two live, pure birds, cedar wood, a crimson 
tongue of wool, and hyssop”. 
 
Rashi explains: “Cedar wood, because afflictions 
come because of haughtiness. Crimson wool and 
hyssop, because what is required for his remedy and 
cure? He should lower himself from his arrogance 
like a worm and like a hyssop.” 
 
That being the case, why did Yaakov plant trees for 
the Mishkan that symbolize haughtiness? 
 
Let us suggest an explanation. When Yaakov was 
preparing to go down to Egypt, where immorality was 
prevalent, he became gravely concerned. He 
wondered how his children would maintain their 
sense of morality during the exile in Egypt. Therefore, 
he devised the plan to plant cedar trees in Egypt, in 
order to inculcate in Yisrael a sense of haughtiness 
related to kedushah. Thus, they would not be 
ashamed on account of their names, their language 
or their dress, when confronted by the Egyptians.  

 
There is a verse in Divrei HaYamim describing the 
King Yehoshafat – Vayigbah Libo – And his heart 
was elevated in the ways of Hashem. 
 
We can understand that there is a time when one 
needs an elevated heart. The lesson of Jacob being, 
that by emulating the tall proud cedars his great 
grandchildren would succeed in maintaining their 
kedushah – their holiness in Egypt. 
 
 
I would venture to say that we live today in a world 
which closely resembles Egypt. The draw towards 
society, fame and wealth can be irresistible. How 
does one compete in a realm where the grass is 
always greener next door?  
 
Rabbi Friedman explains that we should not 
mistakenly believe that since the Mishkan has been 
concealed away, the wall of kedushah provided by 
the beams of the Mishkan no longer protects the 
Jewish home and family. The Torah emphasizes the 
point that they – the shittim beams will remain 
standing for all eternity. In every generation, it is 
imperative that we follow in the footsteps of our 
forefather Yaakov, who planted cedar trees in Egypt. 
He did so to teach us to remain strong and steadfast 
in the ways of the Torah that was handed down to 
us—like the cedar.  
 
And like the cedars to be proud of who we are, where 
we come from and what we have. Rabbi Abittan z’sl 
often reminded us of Benjamin Disraeli’s response to 
the taunts of his Jewish roots by Daniel O’Connell , 
“Yes, I am a Jew, and when the ancestors of the right 
honorable gentleman were brutal savages in an 
unknown island, mine were priests in the temple of 
Solomon”.  
 
 A healthy dose of self-confidence, a bit of 
haughtiness and pride, a reminder that we are the 
children of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, of Moses and 
Aaron, of David and Solomon, of great scholars 
throughout the ages. Oh yes, we are very special, 
and none are as special as us. We are the Chosen 
people because we Chose and accepted the Torah. 
We need to be reminded and remember and if we do, 
we will confidently remain separate from the goyim 
and their ways.   
 
My mom taught me that. I hope my children teach 
their children the same. 
 
Shabbat Shalom, 
 
David Bibi 
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Sharpening Your Seder Tools: Pesach 
Preparation 

By: Rabbi Gedaliah Oppen - HAFTR High School 
Principal of Judaic Studies 

 
A story is told by my father, of a poor young man who 
found a job as a woodchopper. Eager to impress his 
boss on his first day of work with his new ax, he 
began chopping down tree after tree. At the end of 
his work day he counted close to one hundred felled 
trees. His boss, sensing his enthusiasm, expressed 
his gratitude and offered words of praise. Early the 
next morning, the young man once again went to the 
forest to resume his task.  This time, however, he 
only managed to chop down seventy-five trees.  
 
Brushing it off, he explained to his boss that he must 
have been tired and exhausted from the previous 
days work. The boss, recognizing the young 
lumberjack's disappointment, told him not to worry, 
and assured him that on the morrow,  he would get 
back on track. At the end of the following day, 
however, he managed to chop only fifty trees, and 
the next day a mere thirty. Depressed and worried 
that he might lose his new job, with tears streaming 
down his face, he apologized profusely to his boss 
crying that he couldn't understand what went wrong, 
and how in such a short time he went from chopping 
a hundred trees a day to thirty. After calming the 
young man, the boss, an experienced woodsman, 
asked, "with all this chopping, and with all the 
concentration on chopping the trees down, did you 
ever sharpen your ax? Learn, my young friend, that 
after each day's work you must sharpen your ax. You 
can't allow it to become dull or lose its edge. The ax 
must be sharpened to be effective." 
 
Over the years, many parents have asked me how 
they can embellish their Pesach Seder and make it 
more meaningful? And, as typical of rabbis, I respond 
with a question: "Did you sharpen your ax? What 
have you done to enhance your Pesach Seder? Did 
you purchase a new, insightful Haggadah? Did you 
prepare any fun and meaningful activities for your 
children and guests?" The Halacha teaches that thirty 
days before a Chag, one must start learning the 
halachot and preparing for the Yom Tov. In just a few 
weeks we will be iy"H sitting with our family and 
friends at the Pesach Seder. Let us fill each Seder 
night with enthusiasm, excitement, creativity and 
ingenuity.  Let us strive to make certain that the tools 
of our Seder-our voices and minds and spirits- are 
sharpened and sharp! 
 
 

 
 

Summary of the Perasha 
Vayakhel - Betzalel makes the mishkan and kelim 
 
1- Moshe instructs Benei Israel about the Shabbat. 
Moshe instructs Benei Israel to build the 
mishkan and its kelim 
2- Benei Israel donates materials for the mishkan   
3- Bezalel, Aholiab and the hachmey lev begin 
making the mishkan and kelim   
4- The yeriot are made   
5- The kerashim, parochet, masach of the ohel moed, 
aron, kaporet, and shulchan are made 
6- The menorah, golden mizbeyach, oil and incense 
are made   
7- The copper mizbeyach, kiyor & kano, courtyard 
and masach for the courtyard are made 
 
Pekudey - Bezalel and others make the bigdey 
kehuna. Moshe erects the mishkan 
 
1- The parasha gives tallies of all the gold, silver and 
copper collected for making the mishkan, kelim, and 
bigdey kehuna 
2- The efod, abney shoham and hoshen are made 
3- The me'iyl, ketonet and sitz are made 
4- The parsha recounts all the parts of the mishkan, 
kelim, and bigdey kehuna that were made 
5- Hashem tells Moshe to erect the mishkan and to 
anoint / sanctify the mishkan and kelim as well as 
Aharon and his sons with the bigdey kehuna  
6- Moshe erects the mishkan   
7-  Moshe completes erecting the mishkan setting up 
all the kelim in their places. Hashem's glory fills the 
ohel moed 
 

FROM THE RABBIS OF THE JERSEY SHORE 
 
“This month shall be for you the beginning of the 
months” (Shemot 12:2) This week is Shabbat 
Hahodesh.  We read about the first misvah we 
received in Egypt, to declare a new month, Rosh 
Hodesh, when we see the new moon.  The month of 
Nisan, the month of the Pesah holiday, is to be month 
number one.  The Jewish months alternate between 
twenty-nine and thirty days for a total of 354 days, 
eleven fewer days than the solar year.  Every year 
Rosh Hodesh Nisan will fall eleven days earlier on 
the solar calendar.  In order to keep Pesah in the 
spring, the Jewish leap year has an extra month. 
 Rabbi S. Goldhaber tells a story that took 
place in the 1950’s when Soviet Russia’s Iron Curtain 
was impenetrable.  Russian Jews were cut off from 
the rest of the world.  One day they were informed 
that there would be a window of opportunity to send 
some religious articles for a few weeks.  They sent 
tefillin, mezuzot, sidurim, with some gentile 
businessmen.  As an afterthought they threw in some 
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Jewish calendars.  When the businessmen returned 
they said that everything went smoothly, except the 
authorities would not allow the calendars!  Upon 
hearing about this, Rabbi Eliyahu Meir Bloch, the 
Rosh Yeshivah of Telshe in Cleveland, commented, 
“Now we can appreciate the importance of the pasuk, 
‘This month shall be for you the first of the months.’  
The entire framework of the lunar system was 
created for us, to enable us to observe each misvah 
in its correct time.  Somehow, consciously or 
unconsciously, the Russians realized that allowing 
the Jews to receive their special calendars would 
give them control over themselves and their status.  
This allowance they refused to make.  ‘This month 
shall be yours’ puts the control of the calendar in our 
hands.” 
 A true story is told of Rav Shemuel who was 
a prisoner in Siberia.  With great devotion, he kept 
track of every day.  The prison camp ran a ten day 
week with no month designation at all.  Without his 
personal records he wouldn’t know when it was 
Shabbat.  He knew which month had twenty-nine 
days and which month had thirty.  He calculated 
when Pesah was and managed to procure some 
wheat.  After his back-breaking day of work he was 
able to kosher an oven and bake a few kosher 
matzot.  On that Pesah, he ate matzot and potatoes 
and was so grateful to Hashem.  Months later the 
family got his release.  When he celebrated his great 
exodus he was dismayed to find out that that year 
was a Jewish leap year and he had eaten matzot on 
Purim instead of Pesah. 
 There is no doubt that Rav Shemuel received 
full credit as if he ate matzah on Pesah.  How 
fortunate are we to be able to fulfill Hashem’s misvot 
freely in their proper time.  But, some people like Rav 
Shemuel are above time.  They have their own 
calendar.  Time is in their hands.   Rabbi Reuven 
Semah 
 
 This Shabbat, we read an additional 
portion of Torah dealing with the month of Nisan, 
since Rosh Hodesh Nisan will be this coming 
week.  This Shabbat is therefore called Shabbat 
HaHodesh, which refers to Nisan.  
 However, there is an additional significance 
to this Shabbat.  The word Hodesh is related to the 
word hadash, which means "new".  The Passover 
season has within it the ability for one to renew and 
to revitalize oneself.  The Jewish People were slaves 
to the Egyptians, and for a slave there is nothing 
new; everything stays the same.  However, when we 
were freed, we became a new nation, and in addition, 
we were given the ability to rejuvenate ourselves.  
This is a very important trait in a human being, and 
especially in a Jew.  In business, the word "new" 
seems to be on every standard package.  When we 

see someone we know, it's always "what's new?"  To 
renew oneself insofar as Judaism is concerned 
means to reevaluate our practices and customs, and 
to improve upon them.  It means taking a fresh look 
at our surroundings, appreciating what we have, and 
looking forward to each new day for what it can bring 
us.  It means we don't have to be the same today as 
we were yesterday; rather, each of us can become a 
new person. 
 Just as we see nature renew itself in the 
coming weeks, let us rejuvenate and revitalize 
ourselves this Passover season, bringing out the best 
that's in us in many new ways. Rabbi Shmuel 
Choueka  
 
It Is Not My Job 
 People often pride themselves on being good 
judges of character. The truth is, however, that 
fathoming the true nature of another person requires 
a perceptive eye and a sensitive “nose.”  Many will 
admit, after all is said and done, how wrong they 
were when evaluating a job candidate by means of 
the resume-interview process.  The person who was 
“so perfect” for the position sometimes fails terribly 
and needs to be fired, while the employee who was 
hired with reluctance sometimes turns out to be one 
of the stars of the company. 
 Evaluating a human being is a complex 
process with staggering, mind-boggling variables.  No 
one can assess the challenges another has had to 
face, or accurately measure another person’s true 
value or abilities.  It is very difficult to judge potential 
against achievement.  That is Hashem’s business, 
and His alone.  It’s never a good idea to play 
Hashem.  When you judge another, judge leniently, 
and when you are evaluating yourself, be tough. 
 Our Sages teach that those who judge others 
favorably are given the benefit of the doubt when 
Heaven is judging them.  When you take a critical 
view of other people’s behavior, give them a break!  
This is not your job.  Your job is to constantly review 
your own behavior and monitor your own self-
improvement.  By avoiding encroaching on Hashem’s 
job and sticking to your own territory, you will buy 
yourself the benefit of the doubt in His evaluation of 
your behavior.  (One Minute With Yourself – Rabbi 
Raymond Beyda) 
 

RABBI ELI MANSOUR 
Show The Kids 

 
The Torah in Parashat Vayakhel relates how Beneh 
Yisrael responded enthusiastically to Moshe’s call for 
donations to the Mishkan.  The people generously 
donated all the materials that were needed for the 
Mishkan’s construction, which included precious 
metals, animal skins, wool, dyes, and much more.  
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The Torah writes, “Every man and woman whose 
heart stirred them to bring [materials] for all the work 
that God commanded through Moshe to be done – 
Beneh Yisrael brought a donation to God” (35:29). 
 
Many commentators have noted that this verse 
appears, at first glance, redundant.  It seems 
unnecessary for the Torah to inform us that all the 
people who were inspired to bring donations indeed 
brought donations.  Isn’t this obvious?  What purpose 
was there for the Torah to make such a self-evident 
statement? 
 
Many different interpretations have been offered to 
explain the meaning and intent of this verse.  The 
Hid”a (Rav Haim Yosef David Azulai, 1724-1807) 
suggested that the Torah refers to the people’s 
faithful fulfillment of their pledges.  As we 
unfortunately know all too well, people often feel 
inspired when they hear an appeal and make a 
generous pledge, but later have second thoughts and 
renege on their commitments.  Many of our 
institutions are owed enormous sums of money in 
unpaid pledges.  This is a most unfortunate reality, 
and is also very frightening, in light of our Sages’ 
stern warnings of the potential consequences, 
Heaven forbid, of failing to fulfill vows.  The Torah 
here emphasizes that “every man and woman whose 
heart stirred them”– who felt inspired and made a 
commitment to donate – “brought a donation to God.” 
They not only pledged, but they also fulfilled those 
pledges in full. 
 
Another approach is to explain the verse as referring 
to the children.  The Torah tells us that the people 
who made donations toward the Mishkan “Hebi’u 
Beneh Yisrael” – they brought the children, the 
youngsters, to watch.  They didn’t leave the children 
at home and tell them to wait there while they went 
out.  Rather, they took the children along to get them 
involved and to have them personally witness what 
was happening. 
 
The most important aspect of parenting is modeling 
desired behavior.  We send our children to school for 
twelve years and speak to them about Misvot, but 
these will not be effective unless we set a personal 
example for our children to follow.  It is thus crucially 
important to make sure that our children see us 
perform Misvot.  If a mother is baking in the kitchen, 
for example, it is worthwhile for her to call her 
daughter to the kitchen when she separates Halla.  
Seeing the Misva performed has a much stronger 
impact that just hearing about it.  If we want our 
children to embrace our Torah values and lifestyle, 
then we must show them how it’s done.  Just as 
Beneh Yisrael brought their children to see them 

donate their precious possessions to the Mishkan, 
we, too, must make a proactive effort to involve our 
children in the Misvot that we do, setting for them an 
inspiring example that they will hopefully follow for 
the rest of their lives – and that they will set for their 
own children, and so on, for all generations. 
 

VICTOR BIBI 
SOD HAPARASHA 

Will be distributed under a separate list 
If you want to receive this article every week, 

please let us know and we will add you to that list  
 

 
Rabbi Wein 

SPRINGTIME 
 
Those of us who are living in the northern 
hemisphere of our globe are now anxiously awaiting 
the arrival of springtime and the end of the winter 
weather woes. Here in Israel we had a fairly normal 
winter with a decent amount of rain and a few cold 
spells. In the main however it was an unremarkable 
winter, weather wise. Nevertheless, winter is winter 
and I for one am anxiously and excitedly looking 
forward to the arrival of the spring season, the 
blooming flowers and trees and the great holidays of 
Pesach and Shavuot that make up the book ends – 
the beginning and the end – of the spring season 
here in Israel. 
  
The great song of springtime is recorded for us in the 
book of Shir Hashirim written by King Solomon, and 
according to the custom of many synagogues, is read 
publicly in the synagogue service of Shabbat Chol 
Hamoed Pesach. There is no more lyrical description 
of the advent of springtime than the one that appears 
in Shir Hashirim. It evokes not only the reawakening 
of nature and the change of weather that spring 
brings with it, but it also speaks emotionally about the 
mood and spiritual quality that attaches itself to the 
spring season. The Jewish people were freed from 
Egypt and from bondage in the springtime. 
  
The Torah explicitly commands us to commemorate 
that freedom with the holiday of Pesach and the 
Jewish calendar is to always be adjusted so that this 
holiday falls in the month when spring arrives. So 
springtime has come to symbolize for the Jewish 
people not only a change of nature and mood but 
also change of status – from being slaves and 
servants to others to becoming independent and free 
people. It represents our ability to free ourselves from 
fulfilling the missions and dreams of others and to 
realize our own potential as a kingdom of priests and 
holy nation. 
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When most human beings were occupied in 
agricultural tasks, the change of seasons and the 
arrival of springtime were more noticeable in human 
society. In our current urbanized and industrialized 
world, springtime has lost some of its luster. The city 
dweller today hardly ever visits farms or orchards. In 
fact, industrialized and global farming has caused 
many people to think that apples and bananas truly 
grow in bags and are raised in fruit stores and 
supermarkets. 
  
This disconnect that modern urban industrialized 
society has created between nature and humans is 
one of the more troubling aspects of modern society. 
I am not suggesting that our society return to horses 
and buggies and backbreaking farm labor. However, 
an appreciation of nature and its bounty, of the 
change of seasons and the weather patterns that 
accompany it, can only serve to strengthen the sense 
of spirituality and the yearning for eternity that exists 
within all of us. 
  
The pagan world was terrorized by nature and 
worshiped its various forms as angry gods who 
somehow were to be pacified even by human 
sacrifice. Judaism always viewed nature as being an 
instrument of God's will and as being a blessing for 
humanity, with the ability to harness its bounty and 
turn it into a positive and manifold gift to the human 
race. The coming of spring is a restatement of this 
belief and attitude. 
  
Part of the legacy of our long and bitter exile has 
been this disconnect between the appreciation of 
nature and our entire educational system. One of the 
six sections of the Mishnah concerns itself solely with 
matters of agriculture, botany and farming. 
  
This section of the Mishnah - Zeraim - was a 
neglected subject in rabbinic scholarship for 
centuries. Rabbi Menachem Hameiri, of early 
fourteenth century Provence, already stated that this 
section of Torah did not appear in the curriculum of 
the yeshivot of his time and place. This was true of all 
later generations of Jewish scholarship until the 
nineteenth century, which saw the beginning of 
Jewish immigration from the dark winter of Eastern 
Europe to the springtime of the Land of Israel. 
  
As Jews began to return to the Holy Land and once 
again reconnected themselves to the land and its 
earth, the desert began to bloom and the desolate 
landscape turned green and verdant. All of the great 
prophets of Israel foresaw an agricultural and natural 
rebirth in the redemption of the Jewish people from 
exile and their return home to the Land of Israel. In 
fact, the prophets stated that the harbinger of the 

eventual redemption, in its totality, would be the 
rebirth of the natural produce and beauty of the land 
itself. 
  
Springtime reminds us of the great miracle that we 
have witnessed and are part of. It guarantees us 
hope for the full completion of the process of 
redemption in our time. 

 
Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks 
Encampments & Journeys 

   
Right at the end of the book of Shemot, there is a 
textual difficulty so slight that it is easy to miss, yet – 
as interpreted by Rashi – it contains one of the great 
clues as to the nature of Jewish identity: it is a 
moving testimony to the unique challenge of being a 
Jew. 
 
First, the background. The Tabernacle is finally 
complete. Its construction has taken many chapters 
to relate. No other event in the wilderness years is 
portrayed in such detail. Now, on the first of Nissan, 
exactly a year after Moses told the people to begin 
their preparations for the exodus, he assembles the 
beams and hangings, and puts the furniture and 
vessels in place. There is an unmistakable 
parallelism between the words the Torah uses to 
describe Moses’ completion of the work and those it 
uses of God on the seventh day of creation: 
 
    And Moses finished [vayechal] the work 
[hamelakhah]. And God finished [vayechal] on the 
seventh day the work [melakhto] which He had done. 
 
The next verse states the result: Then the cloud 
covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the 
Lord filled the Tabernacle. 
 
    The meaning is both clear and revolutionary. The 
creation of the sanctuary by the Israelites is intended 
to represent a human parallel to the Divine creation 
of the universe. In making the world, God created a 
home for mankind. In making the Tabernacle, 
mankind created a home for God. 
 
From a human perspective, God fills the space we 
make for His presence. His glory exists where we 
renounce ours. The immense detail of the 
construction is there to tell us that throughout, the 
Israelites were obeying God’s instructions rather than 
improvising their own. The specific domain called “the 
holy” is where we meet God on His terms, not ours. 
Yet this too is God’s way of conferring dignity on 
mankind. It is we who build His home so that He may 
fill what we have made. In the words of a famous film: 
“If you build it, he will come.” 
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Bereishit begins with God making the cosmos. 
Shemot ends with human beings making a micro-
cosmos, a miniature and symbolic universe. Thus the 
entire narrative of Genesis-Exodus is a single vast 
span that begins and ends with the concept of God-
filled space, with this difference: that in the beginning 
the work is done by God-the-Creator. By the end it is 
done by man-and-woman-the-creators. The whole 
intricate history has been a story with one 
overarching theme: the transfer of the power and 
responsibility of creation from heaven to earth, from 
God to the image-of-God called mankind. 
 
That is the background. However, the final verses of 
the book go on to tell us about the relationship 
between the “cloud of glory” and the Tabernacle. The 
Tabernacle, we recall, was not a fixed structure. It 
was made in such a way as to be portable. It could 
quickly be dismantled and its parts carried, as the 
Israelites made their way to the next stage of their 
journey. When the time came for the Israelites to 
move on, the cloud moved from its resting place in 
the Tent of Meeting to a position outside the camp, 
signalling the direction they must now take. This is 
how the Torah describes it: 
 
    When the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, 
the Israelites went onward in all their journeys, but if 
the cloud did not lift, they did not set out until the day 
it lifted. So the cloud of the Lord was over the 
tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, 
in the sight of all the house of Israel in all their 
journeys. (Ex. 40:36-38) 
 
There is a small but significant difference between 
the two instances of the phrase bechol mas’ehem, “in 
all their journeys”. In the first instance the words are 
to be taken literally. When the cloud lifted and moved 
on ahead, the Israelites knew they were about to 
travel. 
 
However in the second instance they cannot be taken 
literally. The cloud was not over the Tabernacle in all 
their journeys. On the contrary: it was there only 
when they stopped travelling and instead pitched 
camp. During the journeys the cloud went on ahead. 
 
Noting this, Rashi makes the following comment: 
 
    A place where they encamped is also called 
massa, “a journey” . . . Because from the place of 
encampment they always set out again on a new 
journey, therefore they are all called “journeys”. 
 
The point is linguistic, but the message is anything 
but. Rashi has encapsulated in a few brief words – “a 

place where they encamped is also called a journey” 
— the existential truth at the heart of Jewish identity. 
So long as we have not yet reached our destination, 
even a place of rest is still called a journey – because 
we know we are not here forever. There is a way still 
to go. In the words of the poet Robert Frost, 
 
    The woods are lovely, dark and deep. 
    But I have promises to keep, 
    And miles to go before I sleep. 
 
AS HEARD FROM RABBI AVIGDOR MILLER Z'TL 
            “Six days you may do work, and on the 
Seventh Day shall be for you a holiness of 
Shabbat of Shabbathon to Hashem”   (35:2) 
 
The Gemara says: “Pesiah gasa-stepping hastily, 
takes away 1/500 of a man’s eyesight” (Berachot 
43B). 
When you are anxious and worried, running here and 
there, your eyesight is affected.  Eye specialists will 
tell you that excitement often affects the eyes.  David 
Hamelech said “Ashesha mika’as eini” ((Tehillim 6:8). 
“My eyes became worn out from ka’as, anger.”  So 
be careful of ka’as; it could ruin your eyes.  The hasty 
footstep of pesiah gasa, the anxiety that plagues us 
all week, takes away 1/500 of man’s eyesight. 
 
Mai takanato?, what is the remedy?, the Gemara 
asks, that will restore his eyesight?  Drink from the 
Kiddush he makes Friday night.  How does this 
happen?  You were so tired and so worried, but 
you’ve finally made it.  Now you are standing dressed 
in bigdei/clothing of Shabbat, with the wine in your 
hand, and it is all behind you.  You are declaring that 
it was all a waste of worries, a waste of anxiety. 
 
“Vayechulu Hashamayim Veha’aretz”, everything was 
done by Hashem until now, and He is still in charge, 
conducting our affairs.  Shabbat is a great 
consolation.  Hashem says, “Don’t worry.  I’ll take 
care of everything.  You keep on doing what you’re 
supposed to be doing, and leave everything to Me.  
I’ll worry for you.”  That is what Shabbat tells us, and 
that is the way to restore your eyesight. 
 
This is the lesson of the Mann:  
Don’t be in anxiety 
Everything is under control 
You will succeed 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu is in charge 
Whatever happens is for the best 
And the Best is what Hashem considers the Best. 
                                                                 
Quoted from “Rabbi Avigdor Miller Speaks”   Artscroll  
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The month of Nisan 
Rabbi Dr. Ronnie Hasson 

 
         Nisan is the first month of the year. It contains 
30 days.  The number of days in each month is easy 
to remember.  Since the lunar month is about 29.5 
days and we need to stay consistent with that, but 
can’t make a month 29.5 days long, we alternate 
throughout the year.  We start with Nisan having 30 
days and the next month has 29 then 30, and so forth 
throughout the year.  So if Nisan is the first month 
then every odd month has 30 days and every even 
month has 29 days for a total of 354 days.  
Sometimes however we have a “full” year, of 355 
days because we turn Marcheshvan into a 30-day 
month instead of its normal 29-day month (it is an 
even month, the 8th month).  Sometimes we have a 
“short” year of only 353 days, because the 9th month 
Kislev we give only 29 days instead of its normal 30 
days.  Whenever a month is 30 days the next month 
will have two days Rosh Hodesh and whenever a 
month has 29 days the next month has only 1 day 
Rosh Hodesh.  So all the even months have 2 days 
Rosh Hodesh and every odd month has 1 day of 
Rosh Hodesh. The exception to the rule is Kislev and 
Tevet which can fluctuate based on whether 
Marcheshvan and Kislev had 29 or 30 days that year.  
             
Hillel II created the above system and also created 
the calendar as a 19-year cycle.  Since the Hebrew 
calendar is only 354 days on average and the solar 
calendar is 365, we are short 11 days each year.  
Therefore, we add a second Adar (actually we add a 
first Adar, since the second Adar is the real Adar and 
the first Adar is the leap month that is added).  We 
have an extra month every 2 to 3 years. To be more 
precise, 7 out of 19 years are a leap year. Adar I is 
added in the 3rd, 6th, 8th, 11th, 14th, 17th and 19th 
years of the cycle. The current cycle began in Jewish 
year 5758. We are currently in the 17th year of the 
19-year cycle, which is why we just had an extra Adar 
last month.  This extra first Adar always has 30 days 
and then the real Adar, the second one, has the 29 
days that it always has. 
           
  Nisan is not Hebrew. It is a Babylonian word and 
appears in the book of Esther (after the Babylonian 
period). In the Torah it is the month of Aviv. Aviv 
refers to the month and the season.  Aviv means full, 
and is so named since it is the time of year that the 
grain are full of starch and have not dried yet. 
            
 Traditionally it is believed that the mishkan was 
inaugurated on the first of Nisan and therefore it is 
also the day that Nadav and Avihu died. On Shabbat 
Hahodesh we read "This month shall be for you, the 
'head' of months". This does not merely mean that 

Nisan shall be the first month. It is not a mere 
convention that the Torah set up. Nisan was 
designated by Hashem for many special things. The 
entire month is treated with a special holiness. In 
some ways every day is treated as if it were Rosh 
Hodesh. It is forbidden to have a public fast day 
during this month and we do not recite Tahanun, just 
like on Rosh Hodesh. The redemption from Egypt 
took place in Nisan. It was this redemption that 
created the nation of Israel. It took them out of the 
slavery and impurity of Egypt. It was a process of 
purification and selection by Hashem to be chosen as 
his special nation. From Egypt they went directly to 
Har Sinai to receive Hashem's laws. The first law that 
is given to them as a nation was at the 'eve' of the 
redemption from slavery. The law was to make 
Hodesh Nisan the first of months, and to sanctify 
every month thereafter, based on the first month 
Nisan. It is no coincidence that the Mishkan was 
consecrated on Rosh Hodesh Nisan. The Mishkan 
was created for the purpose of Hashem dwelling in 
the midst of the nation. The sacrifices given in the 
Mishkan were to insure the nation remained pure. It 
was on Rosh Hodesh Nisan that they were taken out 
of the impurity of Egypt to become the nation of 
Hashem, and it was on Rosh Hodesh Nisan that the 
Mishkan was consecrated in order that they remain 
pure and Hashem dwell among them. 
  
As mentioned above we do not recite Tahanun the 
entire month. This is because for twelve days the 
leader of each tribe offered a sacrifice for the 
inauguration of the Mishkan. Next, is the seven days 
of Pesach and Isru Hag (the day after each holiday is 
almost like a holiday). Since this is the majority of the 
month, the whole month is considered special, and 
the last days of the months are included in not 
reciting tachanun.  
 
Hodesh Nisan, as mentioned above, is also called 
Aviv - spring. It is the month of rebirth and renewing. 
It signifies life and freedom. We were taken out from 
being subjects of Pharaoh to become the subjects of 
Hashem. This is why we take special care all month 
to give charity and make sure that everyone has what 
is needed to celebrate Pesah - the holiday of 
freedom. We give Maot Hitim (special Tzedaka for 
the needs of the holiday) to the poor, and at the 
Seder we invite all the needy to come to our table to 
eat with us. This is very appropriate in the month 
when we were formed into a nation, to show our love 
and care for our extended family - the entire Jewish 
people. May this year be the year our Sages remarks 
on Nisan come true "In Nisan we were redeemed and 
in Nisan we are destined to be redeemed again" 


