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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first  reviewing it.  Although it  does expedite matters in  getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The  Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard  and  Anita  Grossman  for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT LECH LECHA 5777

"NOACH VERSUS AVRAHAM"

In  this  week's  parsha we read about  Avraham Avinu.  In  what  way  does  Avraham differ  from

Noach whom we read about last week? One of the differences lies in their response to being told

of upcoming destruction. When Noach was informed by Hashem that He was planning to destroy

the world, Noach followed the instructions of constructing an ark but did not pray on behalf of the

other  members  of  his  generation.  On  the  other  hand,  when Avraham Avinu  was  informed by

Hashem that He was about to destroy Sodom, he prayed on their behalf to try and save them.

Why did Noach not pray to save the other members of his generation? One answer, in Noach's

favor, was that he had such faith in Hashem's goodness the he could not believe that Hashem

was capable of doing something so terrible. This is one reason he did not pray. Avraham Avinu

believed  that  Hashem  was  certainly  capable  of  destroying  Sodom  and  thus  prayed  on  their

behalf. The flood is referred to by the prophet as "mei Noach", "the waters of Noach" because by

not  praying  on  behalf  of  the  generation  Noach  was  considered  from a  certain  perspective  as

having  been  responsible  for  the  flood.  On  the  other  hand  so  many  floods  throughout  the

generations have been avoided, for every time we look up in the sky and see a rainbow we must

be aware that there should have been a flood, yet the offerings Noach brought following the flood

prevented a flood from occurring.

YNA Sicha Parshat Lech Lecha 1 of 2



What did Noach do that saved the world? He lived for an entire year in cramped quarters with

many animals and only he, his three sons and their wives - eight people all  together to serve

them.  Chazal  teach  us  that  each  animals  was  fed  according  to  his  schedule  and  dietary

restrictions, some ate only milchik while same ate parve. There were some who ate before Tikkun

Chatzos and some who ate after Tikkun Chatzos, some ate before Vatikin and some after Vatikin.

The work, as one can imagine, was totally exhausting.

Why did Hashem subject Noach to such labor? The answer is that the decree to destroy the world

was  due  to  "chamas"  -  theft.  One  who  steals  is  taking  that  which  belongs  to  another.  The

antidote to this is to be involved in endless chesed, for chesed means to give to another that

which is yours. In order to recreate the world, Hashem wished for Noach to spend an entire year

in acts of chesed.

Avraham Avinu was the embodiment of chesed, and Chazal teach us that Avraham Avinu was in

fact the embodiment of Hashem's attribute of chesed. Hashem is full of chesed, He makes the

sun shine and gives to us to no end. Avraham Avinu not only brought guests into his home, he

went out looking for people whom he could help. Noach responded with whatever was needed,

Avraham showed people how he could help them even if  they did not realize it.  Furthermore,

Noach's  chesed was limited to this  world,  Avraham Avinu brought  people closer  to Torah and

provided them with life in the Next World as well.

I would like to relate a midrash but in my own words: Nimrod was traveling and was hungry and

thirsty. He spotted an inn where and entered to see if he could get food and drink. He asked for

cake and juice and at the end asked for the bill. The owner said: "it's fine, it is a gift from the

Master of the Universe." Nimrod was incensed and said: "but I am the master of the universe."

The man said, if so, sit down and let me bring you a comfortable chair. A few minutes later he

presented him with a bill for 7945 shekels. Nimrod protested - so much for just a piece of cake

and some juice. The man said: of course, many people have passed through here and told me

that "the Master of the Universe will pay me", now I am collecting my payment from you. Nimrod

at that point realized that it would have been cheaper to bless Hashem than to claim he was the

master of the universe.

The  Torah  in  this  week's  parsha  describes  the  "souls"  that  Avraham  and  Sarah  made,  they

created souls and gave them life in the Next World. However, the fact  that Noach's chesed is

mentioned in the Zichronot tefillah of Rosh Hashana indicates to us that we must not forget all

the chesed which Noach has performed and it  is in his merit that the world was brought back

from destruction.
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