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The Light of Chanukah 

Chazal have established the Yom Tov of 

Chanukah, and consecrated these eight days during 

which we light the Chanukah candles. These precious, 

radiant flames suffuse the hearts of those who see 

them with Divine light and the power to connect to G-

dliness. 

All the Yamim Tovim are in the summer, a time 

that symbolizes light, and most are in the middle of 

the month, when the moon is at its fullest and 

brightest stage. Chanukah is in the winter and at the 

end of the month, at the dark time of the month when 

the moon disappears. The mitzvah of lighting the 

candles is also in the dark, at night, unlike most of the 

mitzvos of the Yamim Tovim that are fulfilled in the 

daytime (arba'ah minim, shofar, etc.). Chanukah is a 

gift we receive precisely amid the darkness of galus. 

With the mitzvah of lighting Chanukah candles, our 

Chachamim have granted us the power to feel 

Hashem's light even when we are in a lowdown state, 

sunken into the depths of galus and Olam Hazeh. 

Chanukah paves the way for Mashiach, when G-

dliness will shine in the open.  

We also recite Al Hanissim and Hallel on 

Chanukah, praising and thanking Hashem, for when 

light shines within the darkness – a revelation far 

beyond our present situation, it is evident to us that 

we were granted a free gift, and we burst out in praise 

to Hashem for His great kindness.  

The Light of Moshiach 

After the time of the Chanukah miracles, the 

Chachmei HaTorah continued to lead the Jewish 

nation during the long and dark galus. Throughout 

the generations, Hashem sent holy neshamos down 

to the world to reveal light within the darkness of 

galus. 

Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai wrote the Zohar 

Hakadosh, which teaches the secrets of the Torah – 

the revelation of G-dliness between the Torah lines – 

but he was only permitted to share his light with a few 

students. He revealed his teachings to some of his 

students before his passing, and a heavenly fire 

encircled them, preventing anyone from coming near. 

The Zohar's teachings were hidden away for years, 

and the Jewish nation lived in darkness. Throughout 

the years, the Jews studied the revealed part of Torah 

and practiced mitzvos, and these connected them to 

G-dliness, yet it was a hidden connection, one they 

did not feel openly. One who toiled over his Torah 

study could feel some light, but still very little. The 
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Zohar was revealed a little over five hundred years 

ago.  

Some time later, the holy Arizal descended to 

this world. He practiced prishus (abstinence), fasting 

and committing acts of physical affliction, and he 

drew close to the G-dly light through profound Torah 

study. However, even then, only tzaddikim and 

perushim, who practiced abstinence, could share in 

these holy studies. The common Jew still lived in the 

darkness of galus, unaware of the Torah's hidden 

light.  

It was only years later that Hashem, in His 

boundless mercy, sent us the great neshamah of the 

Baal Shem Tov to reveal the G-dly light to the entire 

Jewish world. The Baal Shem Tov had the power to 

reveal and connect every Jew to the concealed G-

dliness within his soul without fasts and physical 

affliction. 

To understand the change in the times of the 

Baal Shem Tov, zy"a, we will once again use the 

example of a letter that reveals the writer's essence 

between its lines. One who reads the letter to learn 

its contents will subconsciously also connect to the 

writer's essence, but one who reads the letter with 

the initial intention of getting to know its writer will 

forge a strong and tangible connection with him.  

Similarly, when a wife serves her husband a 

meal, she is also indirectly expressing the connection 

between them, but when she serves the meal with 

the intent of expressing the depth of their 

relationship, the expression of this connection is far 

more powerful and evident. 

The Baal Shem Tov taught us to focus on the 

deeper essence of the Torah and mitzvos, on the 

deveikus in Hashem that is their purpose. He enabled 

us to experience the essence of our relationship with 

the Ribono shel Olam. The Baal Shem Tov's light is 

called the light of Moshiach, for it prepares us for the 

geulah, when G-dliness will be revealed to the entire 

world. 

 The Baal Shem Tov's light spread onward 

through his disciples, kindling and inspiring more and 

more Jewish souls all over the world.In our times, too, 

Hashem sends down select neshamos to infuse us 

with the light of tzaddikim. 

The revelation of Moshiach's light to Jews in our 

time is unrelated to the community or group to which 

one belongs. The tzaddikim's light is a general power 

granted by Hashem to all of Klal Yisrael and 

penetrates every Jewish soul, directly or indirectly. 

We see Jews today from all over the world, with 

diverse dress codes, traditions, and hashkafos, 

discovering the light – their deep relationship with 

Hashem. At times, they make this discovery even 

without any external inspiration; rather, their soul's 

essence simply bursts forth and is revealed. This is the 

actualization of the passuk, "and a G-dly spirit was 

hovering on the surface of the water" – the spirit of 

Moshiach drawing steadily closer, bim'heirah 

beyameinu, Amein.

 

 


