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W hen Hashem told the Jewish
people to donate valuables for

the Mishkan, they did so joyously
and with an open heart.

In this week'sparashah, the Torah
counts the amount of gold, silver,
and copper that amassed from the

contributions.

Donations were optional; each
person gave whichever amount and
whatever they desired to give to the
Mishkan. However, the silver
half-shekels were obligatory. Every
male, between the ages of twenty
and sixty had to give a half-shekel
towards the building of theMishkan.
This accumulated to 100kikar1111 and
1775 shekalim. From the 100 silver
kikar, the 100 adanim (silver
foundations) of theMishkan were

made. (See 38:25-28).

The Baal HaTurim (this week)
writes that the one hundredadonim
of the Mishkan correspond to the
one hundred daily brachos. As the

gemara says, "A person is obligated
to say one hundred brachos every

day" (Menachos43:).

The holy sefarim teach us that the
Torah shouldn’t be studied as history
of the past. Every passuk is
applicable and practical even today.
So where is theMishkan of our
time? And what are the one hundred
silver foundations of today? The
Chidushei HaRim zy"a answers that
the Mishkan in our generation is
every single Yid, and the one
hundred brachos is the foundation.
Every person should strive to
become amishkan, a dwelling place
for Hashem, and this begins with the
foundation of one hundred brachos

that we say each day.2222

Someone who davens three times a
day, and washes on bread twice
daily, will easily get to one hundred
brachos. On Shabbos, when the
Shemonah Esrei is shorter, the
Shulchan Aruchstates, "One should

1. A kikar is 3000 shekalim (Rashi 38:26). So, the amount in shekalim was
301,775. There were 603,550 Yidden, between the ages 20 and 60 who gave

the half-shekel. Every two yidden gave one shekel. This is the reason it
accumulated to 301,775 shekel.
2. The Chidushei HaRim writes, "Just as the adanim were the foundation for the

Mishkan, so are the brachos the foundation for the holiness of every Yid. אדנים

comes from the word אדון  master, because with the brachos we testify that Hashem
is the Ruler over the entire creation."



2222 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- PekudeiPekudeiPekudeiPekudei

eat fruit, sweets and smellbesamim
in order to complete the quota of

one hundred brachos" (290:1).3333

ProtectionProtectionProtectionProtection andandandand BlessingsBlessingsBlessingsBlessings TorahWellsprings- Pe kudei

The Poskim tell us that there was a
time during Dovid HaMelech's rule,
when one hundred people were
dying each day. Dovid HaMelech
knew that it wasn't by chance; but
what was the solution? With his
wisdom and ruach hakodesh he
understood that if Klal Yisrael were
to say one hundred brachos every

day, they will be saved.

The Tur writes, "Rav Natornei, the
rosh yeshiva of the city Machasya
said, 'Dovid HaMelech a"h decreed
that one must say the hundred
brachos daily.... Because every day,
one hundred yidden died, and they
didn’t know why, until Dovid
HaMelech thought about it (ø÷ç)
and understood with his ruach
hakodesh, and he instituted that
Yisrael should say one hundred
brachos. This is the reason the
chachamim established thebirchas
hashachar [the brachos said in the
morning, at the beginning of the
tefillah] which praises Hashem for
the way He leads the world; in order

to fill the quota of one hundred
brachos each day…'"

Dovid HaMelech discovered that if
the nation would say one hundred
brachos, they would be saved. But
why was this a solution? A more
popular solution would be to fast a
hundred days, or to say one hundred
chapters of Tehillim, or to arouse
people to teshuvah. How can one

hundred brachos help?

The question isn't only historical.
Until today, we are protected by the
one hundred brachos that we say
each day. Why are brachos so

special?

The answer is, Dovid HaMelech
understood that the one hundred
daily deaths that were happening in
his era was their punishment for not
adequately praising Hashem.
Therefore, he understood that the
solution was to praise Hashem with

one hundred daily brachos.

The Levush writes, "Dovid
investigated and understood with his
ruach hakodeshthat [the deaths] was
because they weren’t praising and
blessing Hashem properly for all the
goodness that He bestows. This was

3. The Poskim discuss whether women are also obligated in one hundred
brachos daily. Regardless, most of the concepts and lessons that we will

discuss apply to women as well, since we are teaching the value of brachos, the
blessings they accrue, and how to say them properly.
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the root for being punished in this
way. Dovid stood up and established
for Yisrael to say one hundred
brachos, to bless Him every day.

Since then, the plague ceased."4444

We are constant recipients of
Hashem's kindness. We should
express our gratitude. We do so,

with the hundred brachos.

Tzaddikim taught that when one
praises Hashem for the good he
enjoys in life, Hashem says, "Do
you think this is good? I'll show you
what good is!" and Hashem bestows

on him much more kindness.

When one focuses on the hardships
of his life, and he is always
complaining, Hashem says, "Do you
think this is bad? I'll show you
what's bad." Therefore, by thanking
Hashem for the good, we generate
more kindness.
Reb Shimshon Pinkus zt"l answers
the question – how do the one
hundred brachos protect us? – with

the following mashal:

When people aren’t getting along,
and hardly speak to each other, there
is a counsel that either of them can

use to rectify the situation. If one
party will greet his fellow man with
a happy continence and with
blessings, and he does so several
times each day, the other party will
be forced to feel positive towards

him as well.

This is what Dovid HaMelech
understood with hisruach hakodesh.
He realized that it was necessary to
appease theShechinah, keviyachol,
so he instituted the saying of one
hundred brachos daily. These daily
brachos drive away any barriers that

separate yidden from Hashem.

The Zohar teaches that the brachos
are keys that open up doors to

Hashem's salvation and brachos.

The Zohar writes, "When a soul is
ready to descend to this world,
Hashem makes it swear that it will
keep the mitzvos and do Hashem's
will. Hashem gives him one hundred

keys..." (76:).

The Zohar explains that the keys are
the one hundred brachos that we say
daily. These keys open up the doors

for all types of blessings.

4. The Levush concludes, "This is the meaning of the passuk, על הוקם הגבר ,נאום
'Says the person [Dovid] who established 'על (II Shmuel 23:1). על is gematriya

one hundred [brachos]. It is also hinted to in the passuk, ממך  שואל אלקיך ד' ,מה 'what
does Hashem ask from you?' Chazal say don’t read it ,מה read it ,מאה this means
[that Hashem asks from us to say] one hundred brachos… Therefore, everyone
must be careful with them, and never say less. Whoever wants to say more, can."
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The Zohar writes this on the words,
äëøá äéäå êîù äìãâàå êëøáàå ...êì êì,

"go… and I will bless you…"

êì êì is gematriyaone hundred. By
reciting one hundred brachos, one

will receive Hashem's brachos.

We shouldn’t be surprised, therefore,
that the one hundred brachos can
bring so much goodness. Every
brachah is a key, opening up
blessings for the individual, and for

the entire world.5555

The letters of the Sefer Torah have
tagin (crowns) attached to them.
According to the tradition that the
Baal HaTurim received, on top of
the letter '÷ in êîå÷áå (Devarim 6:7)
are severaltagin (crowns). The Baal
HaTurim writes, "There aretagin on
the kuf. This implies that when one
awakens in the morning, he should
say one hundred brachos [because'÷
is gematriyaone hundred], and then
he will be saved from the
ninety-eight curses, plus two others,
which are stated in thepassuk, ìë íâ

äëî ìëå éìç, "also all diseases and all
plagues…." (Devarim 28:61).6666

It is written, øáâ êøáé ïë éë äðä, "So will
be blessed a man…" (Tehillim
128:4). The Sefer HaManhig teaches
that ïë éë is gematriya one hundred,
implying that when one says the
hundred brachos daily, he will be
blessed with all types of blessings.

Based on all of the above, we
understand why the one hundred
brachos can save the nation from
plagues, and how it brings them

many brachos.

It is hard for many people to fathom
that something as easy and as
simple as reciting a brachah can
bring so much good. Perhaps this is
the reason people do not attribute
the proper respect and appreciation
for the brachos. But we must know
that there are matters that seem
small, which are truly great in

Hashem's eyes.

The passukstatesíéáëåëë íéáøä é÷éãöîå
ãòå íìåòì???, "Those who make the

5. The Zohar also teaches, "When a yid recites a brachah, there are no doors or
angels that will stop it [from going up to Hashem]. [In heaven] they proclaim,

'This is a gift for the King!' And the brachah causes [the person who made the
brachah] to be blessed.'"
6. The Torah lists ninety-eight curses for those who transgress the Torah, and

the Torah also writes מכה ... וכל  חלי כל גם  "Also, all the diseases and all the
plagues that are not stated in the Torah, Hashem will bring them up onto you, until
you are destroyed" (28:61). Together, these are one hundred curses. These are
nullified by the one hundred brachos.
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community righteous are like stars,
forever" (Daniel 12:3). The gemara
(Bava Basra8:) says that thepassuk
is referring to milamdei tinokos
(Torah teachers for children) or
gabai tzedakah(people who help
collect and distribute charity funds).
Those people are benefiting the
community, and therefore they are

prized by Hashem like the stars.

Why are they compared
specifically to stars? The Ben Ish
Chai zt"l explains that stars seem
small, but really each star is
extremely large. There are millions
of stars; each one appears to be
tiny and almost insignificant, but
each star is far larger than we can
imagine. Similarly, the gabai
tzedakahand the milamdei tinokos
are doing precious communal
services. The value of their deeds
aren't always recognized and
appreciated, but like stars they are

extremely precious to Hashem.

Similarly, there are many deeds we
do that we think are small and
insignificant – and an example is
saying brachos. We say one hundred
brachos daily. They seem small and
unimportant, but from them we
enjoy immense blessings and

protection. They are small in our
eyes, but they are great to Hashem's.

Hashem'sHashem'sHashem'sHashem's NameNameNameName

In every single brachah, we have
the awesome privilege to say

Hashem's name.

Hashem created the world with this
holy Name. Therefore, when one
makes a brachah, he iskeviyachol
tapping into the source of creation.

On the one hand, this is a great
responsibility. Chazal say, "The
entire world trembled when Hashem
said, àùú àì (don’t say Hashem's

Name in vain)."

The Kli Yakar explains that the
world trembled because if one says
Hashem's Name in vain,chas
veshalom, he is tampering with the
root of the world's existence, and
this could lead to its destruction.
The Kli Yakar writes, "It can be
compared to someone who lifts a
tree. All the branches move and
shake along with the tree.
Similarly… since all of creation is
dependent on Hashem's Name, when
one raises [on his lips] Hashem's
Name, it is as though he raised all
the branches… which are all

existence in heaven and earth."7777

7. He writes that this is the intention of the passuk, תשא  ,לא "one shouldn’t
lift," because when one says Hashem's name, it is like he is lifting up the

entire creation.
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On the other hand, when one says
Hashem's Name properly, this can
bring down many brachos, for him,
and for the entire world, because he
is mentioning the name of creation,
and therefore, anew creationcan be
made for him, as we will explain.
This deep concept is stated by
Rebbe Tzvi Elimelech zy"a of
Dinev, in Derech Pikudeicha
(mitzvah 30, machshavah3). He
writes, "When a person says
Hashem's name when he should,
Hashem helps him with all his
needs. The entire creation, with
everything that is in it, was made
with Hashem's name. Therefore,
when one says Hashem's name, he
creates something new, according to
the tefillah that he says at that
time."
For example, inShemonah Esreiwe
say, ìàøùé åîò éìåç àôåø 'ã äúà êåøá.
Presently, there are ill people,ì"çø,
but the fact that a yid is praying
with Hashem's name, arouses the
potential that a new world can be
created; a world where there is
health. The name of creation was

uttered, and therefore a new and
improved creation can occur.

Rebbe Uri (the Saraf) of Strelisk
zy"a said:øîàù êåøá, "When one says
a brachah,"íìåòä äéäå, "this creates
worlds." àåä êåøá, "Such a brachah is

a true – well said – brachah."

One of the grave sins of the Torah
is, àåùì êé÷ìà 'ã íù úà àùú àì "don’t
say Hashem's name in vain..."

(Shmos20:7).

The Ibn Ezra writes, "Many think
that someone who says Hashem's
name in vain didn’t transgress a
very grave sin. I will show them
that it is worse than all other sins
that are stated after it [in the

Aseres HaDibros]….

"The custom in Mitzrayim, until
today, is that if someone swears by
the king's head and he doesn’t keep
his word, he is executed. Even gold
will not save him, because he
disgraced the king in public. If this
is how people react for the honor
of a human king, how many
thousand fold times more should

For the sin of saying Hashem's name in vain, the Torah says, ד' ינקה לא ,כי Hashem
doesn’t forgive. The Kli Yakar explains, "Hakodesh Baruch Hu doesn’t forgive sins
that are bein adam lechaveiro (between man and his fellow man). Therefore, this
person, who tampered with the holy tree, and brought retribution to all the
branches… how can Hashem forgive him?... Can he go from one end of the world
to the other… to ask forgiveness? Therefore Hashem says that He doesn’t forgive
this sin, because it is a sin that cannot be forgiven…"
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one be careful that he doesn’t sin
with his mouth, by saying Hashem's

name in vain…"8888

After seeing the severity of saying
Hashem's name in vain, we realize
that we cannot fathom the
tremendous rewards and benefits that
can come from saying Hashem's
name properly. Because there is a
principle äáåøî äáåè äãî, Hashem is
keviyachol far more generous with
rewards than the extent that is
exhibited with retribution. Rashi
writes, "[The reward for a good
deed] is five hundred times greater
than the punishment [for a bad
deed]" (Shmos 20:6). Therefore,
when one says a brachah with
Hashem's name, having in mind the
proper intentions, he will certainly
be rewarded immensely and earn

many blessings.

HowHowHowHow totototo SaySaySaySay thethethethe BrachosBrachosBrachosBrachos

The Yesod VeShoresh HaAvodah
writes, "My beloved friends and
brothers, think in your hearts, before
Whom and to Whom are you saying

your words...

"Take this rule with you: No matter
what brachah you are saying, when

you say äúà êåøá, acknowledge that
you are saying this brachah to the
Creator, literally... because this is
what äúà êåøá means. This is a great
obligation for all men, with every
prayer and with every praise…
When one doesn’t imagine… that he
is literally speaking to Hashem, it is
clear to all those who are wise that
such a brachah is as though he
didn’t say it. His punishment is
great, because he didn’t say the
brachah that was established by the
Anshei Kneses Hagdolah, and he is
taking away Hashem's pleasure…"

(Shaar HaAshmoros2)

The word äúà is essential in the
brachah. It helps the person
remember that he is speaking
directly to Hashem, and that Hashem
is listening to the praises. If one can
imagine this, the brachah will be

said superbly.

It actually is a machlokes in the
Yerushalmi whether äúà is part of
the brachah. Rav says that we should
say äúà and Shmuel said that one
should only say ....êìî åðé÷ìà 'ã êåøá
The halachah is like Rav, and
therefore we have a reminder in the

8. Primarily, the Ibn Ezra is referring to swearing falsely using Hashem's name.
However, included in the severity of this aveirah is also saying Hashem's

name in vain. As the Rambam writes, "When a person… says Hashem's name
in vain, this is like swearing in vain…" (Hilchos Brachos 1:15, see also Mishnah
Berurah 216:20).
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brachah itself that we are speaking
directly to Hashem, Who listens and

enjoys our praises.9999

Another important rule is to say the
words of the brachah unhurriedly.
The gemara says,åéôî äëøá ÷åøæé àì
"One mustn’t throw the brachah out
of his mouth" (Brachos 47.). Rashi
explains that when one rushes
through the brachah, it appears that
he just wants to get it over with.10101010

The Shulchan Aruch also states, "It
is forbidden perform work while

saying the brachah" (191:3).

The Mishnah Berurah explains that
when one does things, while making
the brachah, "It appears that he is
making the brachahbederech aray

umikrah (nonchalantly, without
giving the brachah its due respect)."
The Mishnah Berurah writes, "One
shouldn’t even do light work.
Certainly one mustn’t perform deeds

that require concentration…"

The Ben Ish Chai (Chukas) gives
examples of light work that is
forbidden while making a brachah:
"Drying one's hands,11111111 getting

dressed, and waving a fan…"

The Or Zarua (42) writes, "I knew a
yid from Vamsh; his name was Reb
Bunim. He was old and he buried
the dead… Once, Reb Bunim awoke
early and went to thebeis knesess.
He saw someone sitting outside the
beis knesses, wearing a crown made
from herbs. Reb Bunim was

9. The word אלקינו is also an ideal point of focus, because it implies Hashem's
love to us, and His desire to listen to our praise, more than all others of the

world (see Or HaChaim Devarim 6:5).
By מלך  one can contemplate on how everything is led by Hashem with hashgachah
pratis, down to the smallest detail. As the Baal Shem Tov taught: Even a strand
of straw that falls off a wagon, where it falls, and the angle it falls, etc. is all planned
by Hashem.
10. A banker, davened shacharis very quickly one morning. The Chofetz Chaim

told him that he shouldn’t go to work that day.
"Why not?"
The Chofetz Chaim replied, "It is written in halachah that, 'one shouldn’t skip over
words [of Pesukei Dezimrah] and one shouldn’t swallow the words. He should say
the words like someone who is counting money' (Darkei Moshe 51). I saw the quick
manner that you davened shacharis this morning. If you are going to count money
in this manner, you're better off remaining at home."
11. It is worth keeping this in mind, after saying the brachah "al netilas yadayim."

One should dry his hands after the brachah, not while saying the brachah.
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frightened; he thought that this
person must be asheid (demon).
Reb Bunim said, "Aren't you Ploni,

who died, and I buried you?"

"That's correct."
"How are things for you in that

world?"

"Extremely good!"
"How did you merit this? You

weren’t special in this world…"

"It is because I would say the
brachos in the beis knesesin a
pleasant voice. For this, I was
brought to Gen Eden and they honor
me. Do you see my torn sleeve?
This is a sign that it is I. You tore
it, while dressing me in the

tachrichim (shrouds)."

"What are you wearing on your
head?"
"Leaves from Gan Eden. I put them
on my head so I won’t smell the bad

smell of this world."

The Or Zarua concludes, "I, the
author, write this story so those who
fear heaven will see it and take heart

to say Hakodesh Baruch Hu's praises
with a sweet voice and with
concentration, and then he will merit

Gan Eden."

We've seen that when one makes a
brachah, he should know that he is
speaking directly to Hashem, he
shouldn't rush through the words, he
shouldn’t do anything while saying
the brachah, and he should say it
with a sweet and pleasant voice.
When one follows these guidelines,
he will certainly say the brachah

with kavanah. 12121212

RememberingRememberingRememberingRemembering HashemHashemHashemHashem

The Rambam writes, "The Rabbis
instituted many brachos to praise,
thank, and request from Hashem, so
we will remember the Creator
always" (Hilchos Brachos1:3). One
of the benefits we earn by saying
brachos with kavanah is that we
have one hundred daily reminders

that Hashem leads the world.

The Teshuas Chein (Yisro) zy"a
writes, "Eliyahu HaNavi once came

12. Those who say their brachos absentmindedly are often asking, "Did I make the
brachah? I don’t remember. Did you hear me say the brachach?"
Those who say their brachos with kavanah, don't have this problem. They
remember whether they made a brachah or not, because each brachah is a
brachah.
When one says Viduy Maasros in the Beis HaMikdash, one of the phrases he says
is שכחתי  ולא "I didn’t forget" (Devarim 26:13). Rashi writes, מלברכך שכחתי ולא "I didn’t
forget to bless You…"
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to the Sar of Kotzi (from the
rishonim) in a dream and told him
that the yetzer hara'spower over
people is by causing them to forget.
If it weren't for shikchah(forgetting)
everyone would be devoted to
serving Hashem. They would
remember what happened to them
since the day they were born, and
all the miracles that occurred. Who
can possibly repeat them all! [If one
would remember all of this] it
would be impossible for him to sin.
But shikchahcauses [people to sin]

at times."

The Teshuas Chein writes, "The
eitzah (counsel) to prevent this is
that one shouldknow that he is
forgetful. This will save him from
forgetting. I heard… in the name
of the Baal Shem Tov that
Amaleik and Paroh represent

shikchah (forgetting).

"The passuk÷ìîò êì äùò øùà úà øåëæ
means to remember that you have
the potential to forget. When you
will remember this, you will not
forget. When one knows that he is a
shakchan (forgetful person) it will
strengthen his memory, and that is

milchemes Amaleik."

Next week isparashasZachor and

we will read, "Remember what
Amaleik did to you!… Don’t
forget!... Erase the memory of
Amaleik!" We do this by reinforcing
our memory and by remembering

Hashem's kindness.

How does one strengthen his
memory? The Teshuas Chein's
surprising counsel is to know that
we are forgetful. This can probably
be explained in profound ways, but
at its simplest level, when one
acknowledges that he has the
capacity and the nature for
forgetting, he will seek ways to
remember. Perhaps he will note the
miracles that happen to him in a
notebook, or he may even find other
ways. The awareness that he will
probably forget stimulates him to

find ways to remember.

However, a person who doesn’t
recognize that he has this problem
thinks that he will remember, and
automatically he ends up forgetting.

The Chasam Sofer zt"l recommends
that when people become old, they
should tell their families the many
miracles that Hashem performed for
them. They should reminisce with
their children and grandchildren, and

Bederech tzachus, we can explain that by Viduy Maasros one says, "I say brachos
properly, and therefore, I don't forget. I don’t have any doubts afterwards whether
I said the brachah or not."
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show them how Hashem helped
them, through each stage of life.

But to do so, we need to
remember, and this constitutes

milchemesAmaleik.

The Baal Shem Tov said that
Paroh and Amaleik represent
shikchah (forgetting). There are
many things we must remember.
Among them, that Hashem is with
us, leading our life, every single
day. The daily brachos helps us

maintain this memory.13131313

BrachosBrachosBrachosBrachos onononon FoodsFoodsFoodsFoods

Reb Chaim Vital zt"l writes, "My
master [the Arizal] told me that the
primary way to attain ruach
hakodeshis to be cautious and to
have the proper concentration when
saying birkas hanehenin(blessings

over food). Because this cancels the
strength of thekelipos that is in the
food, which can become attached to
the person who eats them. By
reciting the berachos with
concentration, one removes these
impurities, it purifies his body, and
he becomes pure and enabled to
accept holiness. The Arizal
instructed us [regarding this matter]
often.” (Shaar Ruach HaKodesh).

The holy sefarim discuss the
importance of doing all one's deeds
lesheim shamayim, and with
holiness. Saying brachos with
kavanahis certainly among the first
steps, towards achieving this ideal.14141414

OnOnOnOn aaaa PracticalPracticalPracticalPractical NoteNoteNoteNote

The Rabbeinu Tam in Sefer
HaYasher (shaar 13) writes, "It is
better a little bit that is consistent,

13. Someone said that he saw Hashem in his dreams. His friends told him, "This
isn't surprising. You are always learning and davening. Chazal say that people

dream what they think during the day. You are always thinking about Hashem,
therefore you dream about Him."
The man replied, "When do I have time to think about Hashem? I am busy learning
and davening, I never think about Hashem."
Brachos, however, will help us think about and remember Hashem.
14. Worldly deeds often have the letters י  and ה in them. For example, שתיה, אכילה ,

שינה (eating, drinking, sleeping). In contrast, spiritual deeds have a ו ' and a ,ה '
such as, מצוה .תורה, When one does worldly deeds properly and leshem shamayim,
it places all four letters of Hashem's name together. (Some siddurim write out the
words, וה ' בו' - וה' י' שם  (.ליחד
This is also alluded to in the word ,תשובה which means ו -ה ,תשב return the ו and ה

to its right place. They should be connected to the י  and ,ה because all one's deeds
– and even the mundane – should be done lesheim shamayim.
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than a lot that doesn’t endure." It is
advisable to choose three or four
brachos that he wishes to say with
kavanah, and make sure to say these
brachos well every day. It is a rather
small undertaking, but it is
something that can endure for a

long time.

When he makes three or four
brachos well, and he sees how easy
it is to do so, and how enjoyable it
is to praise Hashem properly, he will
be motivated to say several other
brachos withkavanah. Taking on a
small kabbalah can bring him to
making all brachos withkavanah.

BeBeBeBe WiseWiseWiseWise andandandand Don’tDon’tDon’tDon’t BeBeBeBe aaaa FoolFoolFoolFool

The gabai of Rebbe Yitzchak of
Vorke zy"a needed new shoes. The
rebbe made an appeal for him and

raised the money.

The gabai didn’t know about the
appeal, and in his desperation, he
stole some money and bought
himself shoes. The rebbe told him,
"If you would have waited, you
would have gotten your shoes in a

permitted way."

What does this story teach us?

The Kozoglover Rav zt"l (in his
sefer, Eretz Zvi, Vayeitzei) explains
that this reminds us that one doesn’t
gain from stealing. On Rosh
Hashnaha it is determined how much
money every person will earn during
the year, and it is impossible to get
beyond that amount. By stealing he
isn’t earning anything, because it is
impossible to get more than his
pre-destined quota. If he wouldn’t
take the money in forbidden ways,
he would have received it through

permitted venues.

The Eretz Tzvi adds that on Rosh
Hashanah it is also decreed how
much pleasure a person will have.
Therefore, when one enjoys
forbidden pleasures, he doesn’t
earn anything, because it will
simply be detracted from the
pleasures he was destined to have

through permitted means.15151515

It is foolish to steal, and it is foolish
to sin, because what does one gain
from it? Rebbe Naftali of Ropshitz
zy"a said that the entire Torah can
essentially be condensed into one

15. The Gemara (Menachos 44.) tells about a great sinner who did teshuvah when
his tzitzis hit him in the face. Afterwards, he had the same pleasures as before,

only in permitted ways. As Reb Chiyah said to the woman who wanted to convert
"The sheets that you prepared for him to sin, prepare it for him in permitted ways.
This is his reward in this world. I can't even imagine his reward in Olam HaBa."
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mitzvah and one prohibition: "Be
wise and don’t be a fool."16161616

Someone told Rebbe Shlomke of
Zvhil zy"a that he was very upset,
since he lost his expensive watch.
The Rebbe asked him, "Did you
have some special enjoyment

recently?"

The man told him that they made
curtains for their home. (That was a
luxury in those days in
Yerushalayim.) Rebbe Shlomke
explained to him that the pleasure
that he had from the watch was
exchanged for the curtains. Because
it is impossible to attain more
pleasure than what was decreed on

Rosh Hashanah.

There was a gentile child, who
enjoyed riding his horse
immensely. The Baal Shem Tov
zy"a said, "It was destined for him
to become king, but he so much
enjoys riding his horse, the
pleasures were exchanged."
On Rosh Hashanah it is also

determined the amount ofyesurim
(pain, distress) that one will
endure, that can never be avoided.
If one will toil in Torah and
mitzvos, then theyesurim involved
in keeping them will take away

other forms of yesurim.

Torah scholars will often stay up late
at night studying Torah, and they
endure other forms of yesurim,
because of their quest and desire to
acquire the crown of Torah. Keeping
the mitzvos has its share of
hardships andyesurim as well. Just
consider the price tag that comes
along with keeping the mitzvos.
These yesurim, however, protects
from other forms ofyesurim. They
received their portion of hardships
with their Torah and mitzvos, so
they don’t need to suffer other form
of pain. However, those who don’t
study Torah and aren't engaged in
doing mitzvos, will needyesurim,
because on Rosh Hashanah the quota
was established, and it is impossible

to escape it.

16. Koheles calls the yetzer hara a וכסיל זקן ,מלך "an old king, a fool" (4:13). The
yetzer hara is definitely old. It has been around since the beginning of creation.

But why is the yetzer hara considered a fool? He seems to come up with very
clever and sly ideas to catch people in his trap. Every day, and in each generation,
he comes up with new plans.
We can answer that כסיל מלך means the yetzer hara is 'the king of the fools.' As
מצרים מלך means, 'the king of Mitzrayim,' כסיל מלך can mean, 'the king of the fools,'
because only fools listen to the yetzer hara.
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The gemaraBrachos (28:) writes
the prayer that Reb Nechunyah ben
HaKanah would say every night,
when he left the beis midrash
(Shulchan Aruch 110:8 says that
everyone should say this prayer).
He would say, "I thank you
Hashem that my portion is to sit in
the beis midrash, not like those
who [sit in stores]… [Because] I
toil and they toil. I toil and receive
reward, and they toil and they don’t

receive reward…"

What do these words mean? Don’t
people who work in stores also

receive reward for their toil?

Rebbe Shlomke of Zvhil explained
that the prayer is referring to the toil
of afflictions. Everyone needs to
endure toil and afflictions. Reb
Nechunyah ben HaKanah praised
Hashem that he received his portion
of hardships through Torah and
mitzvos, thereby also being
rewarded for them, inOlam HaBa.

When one receives his afflictions in
other ways, he will not be rewarded

for them.

AhavasAhavasAhavasAhavas YisraelYisraelYisraelYisrael

Reb Yitzchak Elchanan Spector zt"l,
the rav of Kovne, received a letter
from residents of another town. In
the letter, they wrote to him thepsak

(halachic decision) that the rav of
their town had reached, regarding

some halachic matter.

Reb Yitzchak Elchanan immediately
understood the intentions of the
writers. They were trying to uproot
the rav from his position. They
therefore showed Reb Yitzchak
Elchanan how their rav ruled
erroneously in some halachic matter,
because he had forgotten aShach
(one of the primary commentaries on
Shulchan Aruch). They hoped that
Reb Yitzchak Elchanan would write
back that the rav'spsak was wrong,
because of the forgottenShach. This
would embarrass the rav, and lead

towards him leaving his post.

Reb Yitzchak Elchanan, however,
didn’t consider this mistake a valid
reason to send the rav away. He sent
a telegram to the community, stating
that his conclusion on the halachic
question is exactly the sameas the
illustrious, scholarly rav of their

community had reached.

When the people received the
telegram, they were shocked. Had
the Rav of Kovne also forgotten

the Shach?

A few hours later another telegram
was received. It said, "I retract my
previouspsak, because I just realized
that theShachsays differently…"
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In this manner, Reb Yitzchak
Elchanan showed the town that he
respects their rav, and it isn't so
terrible if the rav forgot aShach.
Even Reb Yitzchak Elchanan, from
the gedolei hador, also forgot the
Shach at first. At the same time,
with his second telegram, he made
certain that the Torah law will be

kept.17171717

Reb Yosef Liberman shlit"a writes
in his sefer Mishnas Yosef (Brachos)

that he doesn’t intend to write
stories in hissefer, but there is one
story that he feels he must put in.

This is the story:

There was a person who made some
good business investments after his
wedding, and with Hashem's help,

he became very wealthy.

He also had nachas. One of his
children married the child of Reb
Shimon Sofer zt"l [the Rav of

Krakow, son of the Chasam Sofer
zy"a].

Someone asked him, "How did you
become so successful?" and this is

what he answered:

"The first Shabbos after my
chasunah, I came to my in-laws
home and I saw that my
mother-in-law was lighting her
Shabbos lecht in an earthenware
utensil. I asked my wife 'Your
parents gave us such a beautiful
laichter (candelabra). Why don’t
they have one for themselves?'
"My wife said, 'The laichter that we
own was once theirs. They gave it
to us, because they promised you a
laichter for our chasunah.'
"And why is their dining room set
so poor and rickety. We have a
much nicer set."
"Our dining set was also once
theirs. They gave it to us for your

nadan (dowery).'

17. Because of Reb Yitzchak Elchanon Spector's love for Torah, he would study
many hours every day; he hardly slept. Someone asked him, "Doesn’t the

Rambam say that one should sleep eight hours a night?"
He answered, "I was up many nights to answer and explain this Rambam as well."
He battled the maskilim (who followed the Enlightenment movement). There was
another person who was working together with him, however, this person wasn't
really interested in battling the maskilim; he simply enjoyed the excitement and the
challenge involved.
Reb Yitzchak Elchanan said to him, "Do you know what the difference between us
is? I'll tell you with a mashal. Homeowners and cats both hate mice. The difference
is that homeowners don’t want to see the mice, while cats hope to find them."
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"I asked about some other utensils
that were missing in my in-law's
home, and my wife told me the same
answer: they gave it to us, because
the shver had promised when we

made theshidduch."

After Shabbos, the son-in-law said to
his wife, "We are giving everything
back." He couldn’t enjoy what he
had, knowing that his in-laws were

suffering because of it.

He returned the dining room set, the
laichter, and everything they

received from his in-laws.

But now they needed these basic
items for themselves, so he took a
loan. With the loan, he bought
everything that their home needed,
and he invested the extra money in
business. In the merit of his good
deed the investment prospered, and
within a short time he was able to
pay off the loan, and soon he
became wealthy. "This is the story

of my life," he concluded.

Reb Yosef Liberman tells this story
to encourage young people to have
in mind their in-law's. He says, "The
children shouldn’t only give back
the laichter, they should give back
their in-law's heart as well," because
in-laws sometimes feel that they are
giving their hearts away to marry off
their children, and the children
should have compassion and take

this into consideration. Doing so
will bring them success in their life.
This young man earned a lot more
by returning these items to his
in-laws than if he would have held

onto them.

Our intention isn't that every
son-in-law should return all the gifts
he received from his in-laws. Each
case is different. A young couple is
starting a new life, and sometimes
the help they receive from their
parents is crucial. But compassion is
definitely in place, and the hardships
that the parents go through should be

taken into consideration.

One day, Reb Yaakov Kaminetzky
zt"l met with Reb Moshe Feinstein
zt"l, and Reb Yaakov saw that Reb
Moshe was extremely happy. He
asked him about this, and Reb
Moshe replied, "Three months ago, I
had adin torah in my home, and I
paskenedaccording to Torah. Later
on that day, someone called me up.
He said, 'I am the person who you
obligated to pay money in your court
case. I want you to know that you
ruled erroneously…' and he said

several disrespectful words.

"Just today, this man came to me
again, and asked me to give him a
haskamahfor shechitah(approbation
to be a shochet). I was tempted to
tell him to leave. He spoke to me
disrespectfully, and now he wants
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me to do him a favor. But I
remembered that Yom Kippur had
passed since then and I forgave him,
so I agreed to test him. He knew the
laws well, and I wrote him a letter
of approbation saying that he is
fitting to be a shochet. As he was
leaving, I told him, 'but I want you
to know that you didn’t speak to me
properly after the din Torah. That is
not the way to speak…'
"That man didn’t know what I was
talking about. He told me that he
never called… We finally
understood that another person (who
was involved in thedin torah) called
up, and pretended to be this person.

"That is why I am happy," Reb
Moshe told Reb Yaakov. "If I
wouldn’t have known the truth, I
may have held a grudge against this
person forever, and it would be for

naught. He didn’t deserve it."

A poor person came to Rebbe Dovid
Lelover zy"a asking for tzedakah.
All the rebbe had in his home, at the

time, was the special shmurah
matzah he prepared for theseder. He

gave those away to the pauper.

When Rebbe Dovid's rebbetzin came
home, she realized that her husband
gave away the shmurah matzos.
"Why did you do this?" she asked.
"Why didn’t you leave the matzos
for the seder?"
He told her, "On the passuk,
'ushemartem es hamatzos' (Shmos
12:17) Rashi has two commentaries.
One is to teach us that we should
have shmurah matzos. The other
explanation is that we should read
the word mitzvos (and not matzos).
Thus, thepassukis saying, 'Just as
you are careful with the matzos, that
they shouldn’t become chametz,
similarly, one must be quick with
the mitzvos, and when a mitzvah
comes your way, do it right away.'"
Rebbe Dovid Lelover told her,
"Instead of keeping the first
commentary of Rashi, I've kept the
second commentary, and helped the

poor person right away18181818."

18. There are different approaches for studying Torah. One approach is called,
derech hapilpul. This approach is comprised of deep thinking and innovative

ideas. Rebbe Yissacher Dov of Belz zy'a appreciated this approach in particular,
and he would study in this manner often. He also asked his children to buy the
sefer Chidushei HaRim on Shas, because he knew that it was written in this
approach.
Why did he like this method of learning so much? He explained, "With derech
hapilpul, one can always find an answer to explain a difficult yid." Rebbe Yissachar
Dov didn’t want to think negatively about any Yid. By using the derech hapilpul,
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he was able to find innovated ways to explain and to find some merit, even for
sinful Jews.
The Rambam (Hilchos Teshuvah 7:4-6) teaches, "A baal teshuvah shouldn’t think
that he is far from the levels of the tzaddikim, because of the sins he committed.
It isn't so. He is beloved and precious to Hashem, as though he never sinned. And
even more, his reward is greater, because he tasted the taste of sin and he left
it, and overcame the yetzer hara. Chazal say, the greatest tzaddikim cannot stand
in the place where baalei teshuvah stand.' This means that their level is above
those who never sinned, because they [must] control their yetzer more…"
The Rambam continues, "Teshuvah is great, because it brings the person close to
the Shechinah…. Teshuvah brings closer those who are distant. Yesterday,
Hashem hated him. He was disgusting, revolting, and kept away. Today, [Hashem]
loves him; he is precious, close and a friend…"
Reb Nachum Yasser zt"l heard some yungerleit discussing this Rambam, and they
found it difficult that someone's status could change so rapidly. Yesterday Hashem
hated him, and today he is beloved. How could this change happen so quickly?
Reb Nachum had a son who unfortunately went off the derech. He never spoke
about this son (because it caused him too much distress) but this time he said, "If
my son would enter the beis medresh right now, come over to me and say that
he is ready to be a religious Yid, I would love him and kiss him. His status with
me would change in a moment. This is what happens when a Yid does teshuvah."
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