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Now You Know 
The Torah tells us, “The man, Moshe, 
was extremely humble, more so than 
any man on the face of the earth.” 

The trait of humility is one of the 
highest ones to which a person can 
aspire, as our Sages tell us that Fear 
of Heaven only reaches to its ankles. 

People often mistake humility for low 

self-esteem or lack of appreciating 
one’s own greatness. This is false. 

Humility comes not from considering 
one’s self nothing, but from 

considering the greatness of HaShem 
and the extent of the potential He has 
instilled within us. 

Moshe was more humble than those 

on the face of the earth because while 
they looked downward, and saw other 
people who were not at their level, 
Moshe looked Heavenward and saw 

the level at which he was not. 

He knew that he was the greatest 
man in history, and that he connected 
to HaShem in a way that no others 

did, yet he knew this was given to him 
for a purpose; to do something with. 

The truly humble person will know his 
worth, understand his station in life 

and be able to defend Torah and 
HaShem’s will as a warrior, while 
never letting it go to his head. 

Thought of the week: 
If you’re not part of the 
solution, you’re part of the 
problem.  
Bonus Thought of the week: 

When you have an ability you 
must respond to it. That’s 
responsibility. 

(A:AY RBDMB) „...WPA RXYW ÂH EMwYW ÊH YNZAB ER OYNNATMK OEH YHYW‰ 
“The people were like those who seek pretexts of evil in the ears of HaShem, and 
HaShem heard and His wrath flared…” (Numbers 11:1) 

As they traveled through the desert, sustained by the Heavenly food called Mann, the Jews 
became displeased. The food was unlike anything they’d eaten before and they longed for 
“meat and potatoes”-type food. They complained to Moshe and it led to them getting their 
wish in a less-than-ideal way. A flock of birds flew in to feed them meat for a full month. As 
they Jews gorged themselves, HaShem’s wrath waited for thirty days. Then they were 
struck with a plague.  

When they complained to Moshe, he complained to HaShem. “Did I give birth to this 
nation?” Those were fateful words and HaShem assigned 70 elders to assist Moshe, taking 
from Moshe’s holiness to imbue them as leaders and reducing his involvement. 

It would seem that complaining is a bad idea. In fact, Chazal say that complainers will 
become very lonely because nobody likes to hear complaints. Yet, we find an example in 
this week’s parsha of people who complained and benefited without negative 
consequences. 

HaShem commanded that the Jewish People bring a korban Pesach each year on the 14th 
of Nissan. There were some Jews who were impure with corpse contamination and could 
not participate. They said, “Why should be lose out? We want to bring the korban.” 
Because they complained, they were given the mitzvah of Pesach Shaini, a second chance 
to do the mitzva. So is complaining a good thing or a bad thing? 

The wording of our posuk may hold the key to answering this question. The source of the 
word “misonenin,” referring to complainers is debated amongst the commentaries. The 
Ramban says it’s a phrase of angst and self-pity. Others say it is related to an Onen, who 
whose dead relative has not yet been buried and he is not obligated to do mitzvos.  

Perhaps, then, when one complains in pain about something which cannot be helped, it is 
a bad thing. The deceased will not come back to life (until Moshiach comes) and the 
hardships one has suffered have already happened and won’t be undone. The complaining 
is fruitless and thus displeases HaShem (and likely anyone else who has to listen to it.) 

The complaint of those who were impure, however, and wished for HaShem to give them a 
chance to do the Korban Pesach, was the recognition of a problem and a search for a 
solution. When one seeks to improve the situation, he is within his rights to identify it as a 
problem without being called a complainer. 

The message to us is that if something is wrong, we should fix it. If it can’t be fixed, we 
should accept it silently with the faith and knowledge that HaShem knows what He is doing. 

Someone once told R’ Moshe Feinstein that his mother was very worried about him getting 
accepted into a certain Yeshiva. R’ Moshe innocently asked, “How does the worry help?” 

One Friday found the Baal Shev Tov with no money and no food for Shabbos.  With no other 
choice, he realized that he needed to come onto the assistance of another.  He went to the 
home of a wealthy man, knocked almost imperceptibly, and whispered in a barely audible tone, 
“Ich darf af Shabbos – I’m in need for Shabbos.”  Then he turned and left. 

Suddenly, the door opened and the rich man ran after the retreating figure.  Handing the Baal 
Shem some money, he asked, “Why didn’t you knock louder or wait for me to answer?”  Said 
the Baal Shem: “I had to make my effort, and I did that.  Everything else I left to HaShem, and 
as you can see, He came through.” 
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Happy Birthday and Congrats to 

our beloved Graduate 

Veeta Miriam Gewirtz 
We are very proud of the fine young 

woman you’ve become and look 

forward to seeing you grow even 

more through the years. 

Love, Mommy and Daddy (and BD) 

 

Dedicated N”EL 

H”E WHYLA ‘R TB LDNYYRB 
Mrs. Bertha Davids ob”m 
By her family who still remember 

and speak to each other of her from 

far-flung places. 
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