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LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM

 

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 

 

_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA

 

 

 

Dvar Torah 

Everything From Hashem Except 

The Apta Rav, in Ohev Yisrael
even when we perform the mitzvos
Torah or give tzedoka – all that is really a gift from 
this fact: “because everything is from You and and from Your hand we have given it all to 
You” (Divrei HaYomim I 29:14). 

Therefore, concludes the Apta 
and only thing we can truly give 
Hashem. The need for Yiras Shomayim
following moshol that the Apta Rav

If a person were to own a vast array of rich oils, a fine selection of expensive, exquisite 
wines and mounds of finely sifted white flour, it would all go to waste if there were nowhere 
to store it all. Without a cellar, storehouse, winery, granary and silo, all these precious 
commodities would be lost and ruined. Similarly, a man can have wisdom, insight, 
knowledge and all manner of fine traits and good attributes, but without the 

 

 
Ahava Rabba – Ohev Yisroel

Emor / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM 

 

 

 

 

 
יתבר	' בעזרת ה  

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)
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CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA +    

Except Yiras Shomayim 

Ohev Yisrael, says that really everything is from Hashem
mitzvos everything is from Hashem; the fact that we

all that is really a gift from Hashem. He quotes the pesukim
this fact: “because everything is from You and and from Your hand we have given it all to 

the Apta Rav, the primary Avodas Hashem is to focus on the one 
and only thing we can truly give Hashem from us and from us alone: Yiras Shomayim

Yiras Shomayim and what its purpose serves are illustrated by the 
Rav gives us in Ohev Yisrael here: 

If a person were to own a vast array of rich oils, a fine selection of expensive, exquisite 
wines and mounds of finely sifted white flour, it would all go to waste if there were nowhere 

Without a cellar, storehouse, winery, granary and silo, all these precious 
commodities would be lost and ruined. Similarly, a man can have wisdom, insight, 
knowledge and all manner of fine traits and good attributes, but without the 

Ohev Yisroel 

makes everyone else appear righteous 

by advocating for them and finding their merits. 

Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)Kedushas Levi, Parshas Noach (Bereishis 7:1)    

 

Hashem. He notes that 
; the fact that we merit to study 

pesukim to testify to 
this fact: “because everything is from You and and from Your hand we have given it all to 

is to focus on the one 
Yiras Shomayim – to fear 

and what its purpose serves are illustrated by the 

If a person were to own a vast array of rich oils, a fine selection of expensive, exquisite 
wines and mounds of finely sifted white flour, it would all go to waste if there were nowhere 

Without a cellar, storehouse, winery, granary and silo, all these precious 
commodities would be lost and ruined. Similarly, a man can have wisdom, insight, 
knowledge and all manner of fine traits and good attributes, but without the Yiras Shomayim 
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to act as a holding vessel all these would go to waste and be discounted and lost forever! 

When we accept Hashem’s yoke with Mesiras Nefesh and Yiras Shomayim, we are 
creating a kli to accept, hold onto and safeguard all the aforementioned middos. The Apta Rav 
ties this all into Sefiras HaOmer with gematrias and kabbalistic hints, but the main point is that 
we need Yiras Shomayim; without it we can lose everything we work so hard to hone, refine 
and achieve. 

nnn 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Even If We Fail To Understand 

The heilige Ropshitzer tells us that when we count the Omer, we draw down shefa and 
berocha. Even though we do not understand all the many kavonos of the Sefira and the various 
tikkunim and sefiros, still everything is rectified by the help of Hashem. 

The Ropshitzer explains that this is similar to the nusach of Birkas HaMitzva that we all 
recite before performing any mitzva: Boruch ata Hashem Elokeinu Melech ho’olom asher kideshonu 
bemitzvosov – “Who has sanctified us through the commandments”. The Ropshitzer notes that 
the Nusach HaBerocha is not “Who sanctified us through the act of fulfilling the mitzvos”; that 
would have been asher kideshonu ba’asiyas hamitzva. The fact that we do not say that Hashem 
sanctified us through the act of fulfilling the mitzva proves that He sanctifies us through the 
very commandment, even if we do not merit to perform and fulfill the mitzvos as we 
described, with all the various kavonos, even if we do not know the kavonos and do not 
understand the lofty and sublime depth of what we are doing – still Hashem has sanctified us 
with His mitzvos, not with how we do them but with their very essence! We don’t need to 
understand it; they will still work and draw down the shefa of blessings for us as Hashem 
intended. 

nnn 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“The gates of heaven opened up and I saw G-dly visions, the Creator of the four corners of the 
earth, and I gazed and meditated upon that which I had permission to, and began to explain at the 
beginning of Hashem’s holy words” Ohr HaChaim, Bereishis 
 

Praises For The Holy Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 

In Meron 

In a letter written to his parents in Leghorn, Italy, the youngest talmid of the Ohr 
HaChaim, Avrohom Yishmo’el Sangeviniti, described their journey to the Holy Land in detail. 
Here is his description of their time spent in Meron at the kever of Rav Shimon bar Yochai: 

We made our way toward Meron, where the burial cave of Rav Shimon bar 

 
OHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIM    

 
Sowing the Seeds of the Zera Kodesh 
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Yochai and his son, Rav Elozor, and other holy Tzaddikim are. After reading the Megilla 
on the 15th of Adar we left and arrived near Meron. From afar we could already see the 
dome of the Ner Yisrael, the Rashbi. Meron itself is a large, non-Jewish village and no 
Jews live there. Below the village is a large courtyard and there is found the dome of 
the Rashbi. Along the entranceway Rav Yitzchok is buried, and on the left is a mound 
marking the kever of Rav Yeva Saba of Mishpotim. Inside the courtyard is a great dome 
and inside it a small room on the right and one on the left. On the left is the entrance to 
Rashbi and there is a matzeiva there, as I shall draw for you in my letter.  

n 

The Daily Bonfires 

Above the matzeiva is a deep hole in which they light a bonfire every night in the 
following manner: They take fine, white linen clothes, each according to what he can 
afford to donate, and they rip them to shreds, dip them in olive oil and fill the hole 
with more oil, then set them ablaze. Its light shines all the way to Tzefas and this is a 
great honor for Rashbi. A wealthy woman from Constantinia once sent a fine garment 
interwoven with silver, worth one hundred pesos, and they lit it and burned it in honor 
of Rashbi; each one does according to his means. The Rav [the Ohr HaChaim] lit and 
burned several articles of clothing. (Translator’s note: the incident below, described in 
Elef Kesav by Rav Weiss, probably took place then.) I also lit and burned a few for my 
mother’s neshoma, may her soul rest in Eden. On the right is the dome of Rav Elozor 
and above there is a hole for lighting a bonfire, just like his father’s, and also above Rav 
Yitzchok. When all three bonfires are set ablaze we can understand the depiction of the 
Mishna that it appears as if the entire Diaspora is one blazing fire all across. Happy and 
praised be the eye that witnessed all this!  

n 

Their Study and the Miraculous Fragrance 

We entered Meron on a Wednesday and remained there some twenty hours, 
during which time we sat and studied in the Rashbi’s dome with great desire, passion, 
love and joy. We studied the Zohar into the night and then we ate. Afterward, we 
continued to study and we learned Zohar for some six hours straight. At this time, the 
entire place filled with a sweet fragrance, the likes of which none of us had ever 
smelled before in our whole lives. Everyone smelled this amazing, miraculous scent; all 
present testified as to the fragrance: men and women and a rich guest who was present 
there at the time as well. We rejoiced and studied for eight more hours into the night 
and went to sleep. Before daybreak, we resumed our studies, our entire sleep lasting 
little more than two hours. When the east grew light, we prayed at Vosikin and 
resumed study for eighteen hours straight with no interruptions. After we ate, we 
resumed our studies till Thursday, eight hours into the night. 

n 

Shabbos in Meron  

On Friday morning we visited the kevorim of other Geonim and Tzaddikim…We 
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made our way back Erev Shabbos to Meron and spent Shabbos there in the house of 
Rashbi. All Shabbos long we studied the Zohar, and on Motzo’ei Shabbos we studied 
Mishmar all night long in the Idros of the Zohar, and we all felt a great enlightment in 
our souls. The Rav and Master [the Ohr HaChaim] told all his students that each should 
rectify one tikkun and we were afraid. We concluded the Idros before dawn and we 
studied Bar Yochai in joy and simcha, and we prostrated ourselves there and cried and 
beseeched, asking and davening, praying for mercy, and we sang songs in great joy. We 
davened in the morning and came back a third and final time and asked for mercy for 
the Shechina and for all of you – none were left out – and then we made our departure 
and left in peace. We went back to Tzefas and stayed in Ein Zeisim on the way by the 
kever of Rav Yehuda Bar Illai.” 

n 

The Ohr HaChaim in Meron 

This was the one and only time Rav Chaim ben Attar was in Meron and so the two 
well-known descriptions of this visit, although they seem to say it was on Lag BaOmer, are 
mistaken as to the date – but their testimony of what transpired is still moving. 

Rav Shmuel Heller, chief Rav of Tzefas, wrote: 

In my youth, I heard from the elder Sefardim of Tzefas, whose forefathers told 
them how when the holy Rav Chaim ben Attar ascended the mountain toward Meron, 
when he reached the point from where you climb up the mountain toward Rashbi, he 
dismounted from the donkey and proceeded to climb the mountain hand and foot, and 
the entire way up he cried and called out, “Where am I ascending? To what a holy 
place such a lowly, despicable creature as myself do I climb to enter such a holy place, 
aflame with holy fire! The Holy One and all His heavenly Hosts are all here, as well as 
the souls of the righteous Tzaddikim!” (Kuntres Kevod Melochim) 

n 

Rav Yitzchok Weiss, Rav of Verboy, writes: 

Reb Mendel Litman of Tzefas testified that “He [Rav Chaim ben Atar] cried 
during the bonfire lit in honor of Rashbi and stood afar, and the Ohr HaChaim said: 
‘How can I approach the mist where the souls of the Avos are present – Avrohom, 
Yitzchok and Yaakov – and all the other holy souls stand there together with them?’” 
(Elef Kesav #684) 

nn 

The Holy Lights Of The Ohr Hachaim 

In Meor HaChaim, Rav Moshe Franco cites several teachings from the Ohr HaChaim’s 
deroshos in Italy regarding the pesukim about Sefiras HaOmer in our Parsha. Here are some of 
those teachings: 

Usefartem lochem mimochoras haShabbos – “And you shall count for yourselves from the 
day after Pesach” (23:15). 

In Shemos (24:10) the pasuk says, “And they saw the G-d of Yisrael and beneath His feet 
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was like the work of a sapphire stone”. The Ohr HaChaim asks why the pasuk says kema’aseh – 
“the work of”? What is the significance of this description? 

He answers that there is a difference between the souls of Bnei Yisrael and those of the 
other nations. The souls of the nations are like glass, whose shine, luster and brilliance do not 
compare to that of jewels and gemstones, especially the sapphire. The souls of Bnei Yisrael, 
however, are in fact compared to the brilliance and lustrous shine of the sapphire, as is 
known that the souls of Bnei Yisrael were hewn from the Throne of Glory – the Kisei HaKovod 
– which is compared to the sapphire. This is what our pasuk in Shemos is referring to: the 
throne beneath the feet of Hashem, which is likened to sapphire. 

Any gemstone quarried in its natural state requires work. After it is mined and 
removed in its raw state it does not have the shine and brilliance we are used to seeing. It 
requires the work of a skilled craftsman and gemologist to use tools to hone, cut, polish and 
create those shining facets that a cut gemstone has, which then shine with a brilliant, lustrous 
light. This work is the kema’aseh referred to in our pasuk in Shemos: the shining, brilliant light 
beneath the feet of the Shechina is like the light of a brilliant sapphire after it has been 
skillfully worked, cut and polished. 

This is the hint in our pasuk in Emor as well. Usefartem lochem – sefartem has the same 
linguistic meaning as sapphire: make yourselves shine like a sapphire by counting fifty days. 
Then you must have in mind that you are working your soul like a craftsman cuts and 
polishes a gemstone from a rough, raw uncut stone into a brilliant jewel, whose lustrous 
shine is as brilliant as a sapphire! 

n n n 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 
as a public service. 



6 � Emor

 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ ָר ל �ָ 	 עַ 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
 ְ!ַרֲחִמי% ְֶ#ַקֵ!ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� ֵוא�ֵהי

ל (ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ!ַמֲעֶ)  ֵ!י', ְ!ִדי!�ר
 �/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל *ה ֶ מָ ָ נְ � חַ ר
� .י%יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת !ִ רוֹ ר

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of t
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a res
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, 

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.

Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Iyar

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

+ 11118888
thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Motz

� Rav Shimon bar Yochai, mechaber

of the Mishna) in ancient Eretz

He was active after the destruction of the 

persecution by the Roman Emperor Hadrian, when the Talmudic Academies were shut 

down and the study of the Talmud

to teach the Talmud publicly, and his devoted

after the arrest of Rav Akiva, Rav Shimon continued to visit his master in prison to receive 

instruction there. After Rav Akiva died a martyr’s death at the hands of the Romans, Rav 

Shimon bar Yochai, together 

mountains near Peki’in in the Galil, where they stayed for thirteen years. There, he wrote 

the Zohar. This body of mystical knowledge was given orally by 

people on Har Sinai. With the passage of 

most people, until Rav Shimon, fearing a permanent loss of this knowledge, recorded them 

in the Zohar. After leaving the cave, Rav Shimon settled in the town of Tekoa, where he 

founded a great academy, and where the greatest scholars of the time gathered to receive 

instruction from him. Among them was Rav Yehuda, the son of Rav Shimon 

the Nosi, later the compiler of the 

the Omer, known as Lag BaOmer

until he had completed his final teaching and passed away. As his passing left such a “light” 

behind, many candles and/or bonfires are lit at his burial place in Meron
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Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

	 עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ !ַ ' ִמ גֵ מָ / הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת !ַ ,צַ ְמ 
 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת *מַ ְ י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
ֵוא�ֵהי ֶא�ֵקינ� 'ה י2נֶ פָ לְ ' ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,_____

ְ!ִדי!�ר ֵ!י', ְ!ַמַחָָבה ֵ!י', עוֶֹ)ה ֶ,ִני ַהטוֹב 
פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ !ִ �, לאֵ ָר ְ) יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ נְ י לִ יל�עִ לְ 

ר�% צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ# ' ֶ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm

GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z

YAHRZEITS BEGINNING MOTZAI SHABBOS EMOR 
http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeit/Iyar 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (May 13
th

) ~ Lag BaOmer

mechaber of the sacred Zohar (“Brilliance”), was a 

Eretz Yisrael, and one of the most eminent talmidim

He was active after the destruction of the second Bais HaMikdosh in 70 CE. During the 

persecution by the Roman Emperor Hadrian, when the Talmudic Academies were shut 

Talmud was forbidden on penalty of death, Rav Akiva continued 

publicly, and his devoted talmid, Rav Shimon, stayed at his side. Even 

after the arrest of Rav Akiva, Rav Shimon continued to visit his master in prison to receive 

instruction there. After Rav Akiva died a martyr’s death at the hands of the Romans, Rav 

Yochai, together with his son, Rav Elozor, went into hiding in a cave in the 

mountains near Peki’in in the Galil, where they stayed for thirteen years. There, he wrote 

. This body of mystical knowledge was given orally by Hashem

With the passage of Am Yisrael’s history, these teachings were lost to 

most people, until Rav Shimon, fearing a permanent loss of this knowledge, recorded them 

. After leaving the cave, Rav Shimon settled in the town of Tekoa, where he 

a great academy, and where the greatest scholars of the time gathered to receive 

instruction from him. Among them was Rav Yehuda, the son of Rav Shimon 

, later the compiler of the Mishna. Rav Shimon was niftar on the thirty

Lag BaOmer. On that evening, the daylight was miraculously extended 

until he had completed his final teaching and passed away. As his passing left such a “light” 

behind, many candles and/or bonfires are lit at his burial place in Meron

ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ# [

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
____________ת !ַ /'!ֵ 

 ַמֲעֶ)ה ָ(ל �ְבָרצוֹ'
לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ לִ 
____________יק ִד צַ 

he soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
ting and an elevation of the souls of 

your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 

Z 

 

www.anshe.org 

~ Lag BaOmer 

(“Brilliance”), was a Tanna (sage 

talmidim of Rav Akiva. 

in 70 CE. During the 

persecution by the Roman Emperor Hadrian, when the Talmudic Academies were shut 

was forbidden on penalty of death, Rav Akiva continued 

, Rav Shimon, stayed at his side. Even 

after the arrest of Rav Akiva, Rav Shimon continued to visit his master in prison to receive 

instruction there. After Rav Akiva died a martyr’s death at the hands of the Romans, Rav 

with his son, Rav Elozor, went into hiding in a cave in the 

mountains near Peki’in in the Galil, where they stayed for thirteen years. There, he wrote 

Hashem to the Jewish 

Yisrael’s history, these teachings were lost to 

most people, until Rav Shimon, fearing a permanent loss of this knowledge, recorded them 

. After leaving the cave, Rav Shimon settled in the town of Tekoa, where he 

a great academy, and where the greatest scholars of the time gathered to receive 

instruction from him. Among them was Rav Yehuda, the son of Rav Shimon ben Gamliel, 

on the thirty-third day of 

. On that evening, the daylight was miraculously extended 

until he had completed his final teaching and passed away. As his passing left such a “light” 

behind, many candles and/or bonfires are lit at his burial place in Meron, as well as in 
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locales throughout Eretz Yisrael and the Diaspora. Some teach that this is not the Hilula for 

Rav Shimon but it is the night that Rav Akiva began to teach Rav Shimon Kabbola. After 

being hidden for a thousand years, the Zohar was rediscovered by Rav Moshe de Leon in 

Spain, in the thirteenth century. There are some people who teach that the Zohar was taken 

by the Knights Templar from Yerushalayim to Spain where it came into the hands of Rav 

Moshe de Leon; 

� Rav Moshe Isserles (the Rema), mechaber of the Shulchon Aruch (1520–1572), born and 

died in Cracow, Poland. He composed glosses on those paragraphs of the Shulchon Aruch in 

which he differs from the Mechaber, stating the Halocha as it has been decided by the 

Ashkenazi authorities, which is binding on Ashkenazi Jews. The Rema named his glosses 

Mappa (“Tablecloth”), as a “cover” for the Shulchon Aruch (“the Set Table”). These glosses 

have been incorporated into the text and are distinguishable in that they are printed in Rashi 

script. This consolidation of the two works symbolizes the underlying unity of the Sefardi 

and Ashkenazi communities. It is through this unification that the Shulchon Aruch became 

the universally accepted Code of Law for the entire Jewish people. The Rema also wrote 

Darkei Moshe, a commentary on the Arba’a Turim. He became a son-in-law of Rav Sholom 

Shachna, Rosh Yeshiva of Lublin. He was also related to Rav Meir Katzenelenbogen – the 

Maharam Padua, and to Rav Shlomo Luria – the Maharshal, (5332/1572); 

� Rav Moshe Kohen Narol, Rav of Metz and mechaber of Sefer Kel Molei Rachamim, 

(5419/1659); 

� Rav Moshe Eisemann, Rosh Yeshiva in Bais Meir-Vineland. He was sent by Rav Yechiel 

Schlesinger in the Frankfurt Yeshiva to Ponevezh. He is a cousin to the Baltimore 

Mashgiach by the same name; 

� Rav Dovid Hecksher, Rosh Yeshiva in Yeshiva Kol Torah, (5757/1997); 

� Rav Alter Eliyohu Rubinstein (1947–2005). Born in Sighet, Hungary, to his father, Rav 

Fishel HaLevi Rubinstein. A few years later, his parents moved to Eretz Yisrael and settled 

in the village Bais Gamliel near Yavneh. After his bar mitzva, Rav Alter Eliyohu studied 

under the Sanz-Klausenberger Rav in Netanya. He married the daughter of Rav Yehoshua 

Deutsch, the Av Bais Din of Katamon, Yerushalayim. After studying for a few years in 

Rechovot, the Rav appointed him head of Kollel Sanz in Yerushalayim, where he served for 

twenty-two years, from 1970 until 1993. He also headed Kollel Shomrei HaChomos and 

was a member of the Vaad Rabbanei Sanz. In 1993 he was appointed as Rav of the Shomrei 

HaChomos kehilla in Ramat Shlomo, Yerushalayim. In 2004, Rav Alter Eliyohu was 

appointed Av Bais Din of the 1,300 families of Kehillas Antwerp, to replace Rav Chaim 

Kreiswirth, (5765/2005). 

+ 19191919
thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Sunday Night (May 14

th
) 

� Rav Meir ben Boruch, the Maharam MiRottenberg, teacher of the Rosh (1215–1293). In 

1286, Rudolf of Germany wanted to institute a new tax on the Jews of Germany. The Jews 

objected to this tax. The Maharam decided to leave Germany, but on the 4th of Tammuz, he 

was kidnapped by the bishop of Bazil and handed over to the emperor, who held Rav Meir 

captive in the Tower of Enzisheim in Alsace. Rav Meir composed Sha’ali Serufa Bo’eish, 

which is included in the kinnos of Tisha B’Av. He was niftar in the prison and was not 

properly buried until the 4th of Adar in 1307, (5053/1293); 

� Rav Menachem Mendel of Rimanov (1755–1815). He was introduced to Chassidus at the 

age of eleven when he met the Maggid of Mezritch. He studied Torah and Chassidus under 
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Reb Shmelke of Nikolsburg, together with two of his friends, the Chozeh of Lublin and the 

Maggid of Kozhnitz. His main teacher, however, was Reb Elimelech of Lizhensk. Among 

his talmidim were such outstanding Chassidic leaders as Rav Naftoli of Ropshitz and Rav 

Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov. His teachings are collected in Menachem Zion, Divrei Menachem, 

and Be’eros HaMayim, (5575/1815); 

� Rav Yaakov Moshe Mordechai Soloveitchik of Lucerne (1915–1995). His father was Rav 

Yisrael Gershon Soloveitchik, son of Rav Chaim Soloveitchik of Brisk. Soon after his bar 

mitzva, he traveled to Kamenitz to study under Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz. He fled Poland 

to evade the draft, along with Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman, and the two stayed in 

Switzerland until the end of World War II. After the war, they traveled to Eretz Yisrael and 

studied at the Lomza Yeshiva in Petach Tikva, where he shared a room with Rav Chaim 

Kanievsky. He moved to Lugano and then to Lucerne to head a Yeshiva, and married Rivka 

Ruchama, daughter of Rav Shmuel Zanvil Neuman, (5755/1995); 

� Rav Ezra Attia of Syria, Rosh Yeshiva of Poras Yosef, Yerushalayim, from 1925 to 1970 

(1885–1970). He was born in Aleppo, Syria, in 1887, and was named after the novi Ezra 

because his mother, Leah, had had several miscarriages before his birth and gave birth to 

him after davening at Ezra’s grave in Tedef, Syria. Rav Attia began his studies in Aleppo 

under Rav Yehuda Aslan Attia (possibly a distant relative), but he soon moved with his 

family to Yerushalayim. After his father passed away when Rav Attia was twenty, three 

leading Sefardi sages took upon themselves to support him so he could continue his studies. 

In 1907, Rav Attia began studying in the new Yeshiva Ohel Moed (which later became 

Poras Yosef) under Rav Refoel Shlomo Laniado and Rav Yosef Yedid. His studies were 

interrupted by World War I, and he fled to Egypt to avoid being drafted into the Ottoman 

Army. While there, he established Yeshivas Keser Torah in Cairo, which continued to exist 

until 1948. Returning to Eretz Yisrael, Rav Attia was appointed to head Yeshiva Poras Yosef 

and also to serve on the Sefardi Bais Din. He continued to head Poras Yosef until his petira, 

and among his talmidim were Rav Ovadia Yosef, Rav Ben Zion Abba Shaul, and leading 

Rabbonim of the Syrian communities in the United States and Panama, (5730/1970); 

� Rav Moshe Kopshitz (1941–2004), great-grandson of Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, Rosh 

Yeshiva of Kol Yaakov and Rav of Yerushalayim’s Romema neighborhood, (5764/2004). 

+ 20202020
thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Monday Night (May 15

th
) 

� Rav Chaim Avrohom Gagin (1787–1848). Born in Constantinople, Turkey, to Rav Moshe, 

a descendant of Rav Chaim Gagin, a fugitive of the Spanish expulsion. Sadly, Rav Chaim 

Avrohom’s father died when his son was just one year old. His second wife was the 

daughter of Rav Avrohom Sholom Sharabi, grandson of the Rashash, Rav Sholom Sharabi. 

After his marriage, he became Rosh Yeshiva of Bais Kel, founded by Rav Gedalia Chayun in 

1737. He later became Rishon Letzion. His writings include Mincha Tehora on Gemora 

Menochos, Chukei Chaim (halachic responsa), and others, (5608/1848); 

� Rav Yitzchok Eizik HaLevi Rabinowitz, mechaber of Doros HoRishonim, a Torah-true 

history of the Jewish People, written to counter the historical inaccuracies of the Maskilim. 

He was also an important figure in the founding of Agudas Yisrael, (5674/1914); 

� Rav Yosef Waltuch, the Tzaddik Nistar, (5743/1983); 

� Rav Meir Bransdorfer, mechaber of Keneh Bosem, (5769/2009); 

� Rav Mordechai (“Mottel”) of Chernobyl (1770–1838), successor to his father, Rav 

Nachum, the Meor Einayim, he became the son-in-law of Rav Aharon the Great of Karlin 
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and subsequently of Rav Dovid Seirkes. His eight sons all became major Chassidic leaders. 

One of them married the daughter of Rav Dov Ber of Lubavitch, (5598/1838). 

+ 21212121
stststst
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Tuesday Night (May 16

th
) 

� Rav Yitzchok Eizik Segal, mechaber of Raza Meihemna, (5543/1783); 

� Rav Yaakov Yosef HaKohen Rabinowitz (1873–1902), the son of the Chessed L’Avrohom 

of Radomsk, who in turn was the son of the Tiferes Shlomo. During his abbreviated life, he 

served as Rav of two towns, Breznitza and Klobitz. His older brother, the Kenesses 

Yechezkel, included a lengthy hakdoma (introduction) in his sefer, Emes L’Yaakov, about the 

greatness of his brother, Rav Yaakov Yosef, (5662/1902). 

+ 22222222
ndndndnd
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Wednesday Night (May 17

th
) 

� Rav Shlomo Eliezer Alfandri, the Maharsha Alfandri (1820–1930). Born in Istanbul, Rav 

Shlomo Eliezer served as the chief Rav in Istanbul, Damascus, and subsequently in Tzefas 

for twenty years. He passed away at age 110 in Yerushalayim. Many of his responsa are 

included in his book, Saba Kadisha, (5690/1930); 

� Rav Mordechai Shraga Feivish Friedman of Husyatin (Gusyatin) (1835–1894). The sixth 

and youngest son of Rav Yisrael of Ruzhin, he married in 1850 (just four months before the 

petira of his father) and established a Chassidic court in Husyatin in 1861. As a result, the 

city became one of the most important Chassidic centers in Galicia, Jews comprising 4197 

of the town’s 6060 residents in 1890. Sadly, the golden age did not last for long. Husyatin 

was heavily damaged during World War I, and then destroyed during World War II, 

(5654/1894). 

+ 23232323
rdrdrdrd
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Thursday Night (May 18

th
) 

� Rav Sholom Bashari, Dayan in Yemen, (5533/1773). 

+ 24242424
thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar ~ Begins Friday Night (May 19

th
) 

� Rav Simcha HaKohen of Worms, slain by Crusaders in a church for stabbing the bishop’s 

nephew after he had pretended to submit to baptism, (4856/1096); 

� Rav Yitzchok Feigenbaum, Rav in Warsaw, (5671/1911); 

� Rav Binyomin Mendelsohn, Rav of Komemiyus, one of the most prominent fighters for 

Kedushas Sheviis. Born in Plotzk at the end of the nineteenth century, his father was Rav 

Menachem Mendel Mendelsohn, a close Chassid of the Alexander Rebbe, who served there 

as Rosh Yeshiva. After World War I, Rav Binyomin married and opened a Yeshiva in 

Bodzanov. During his years there, he became a Chassid of the Gerrer Rebbe, the Imrei 

Emes. In fact, his notes were used to publish the seforim of the Imrei Emes decades after the 

War, as tens of thousands of pages of the Imrei Emes’s written chiddushei Torah were lost. 

With the berocha of the Gerrer Rebbe, Rav Binyomin moved to Eretz Yisrael in 1933, and 

was offered a position as Rav of Kfar Ata, not far from Chaifa, and served in that capacity 

for seventeen years. In 1951, Rav Binyomin left Kfar Ata and its kehilla of twenty thousand 

families and accepted the offer to become the Rav of a small, religious settlement in the 

Negev called Komemius, serving the community for the next twenty-seven years. One of 

the most defining aspects of his Rabbonus in Komemius was the fact that all the mitzvos 



10 � Emor / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

hateluyos ba’aretz (land-based mitzvos), were kept fully. Shemitta was adhered to according 

to the opinion of the Chazon Ish with no reliance on the heter mechira that was almost 

unanimously accepted in those years. Rav Binyomin felt that keeping Shemitta was a key to 

bringing about the Geula. He was moser nefesh for Shemitta observance, not only in 

Komemius, but in other places as well. His letters, masterpieces of hashkofa and emuna, 

were published posthumously in the sefer Igros HaGrab, (5739/1979); 

� Rav Akiva Moshe Gottlieb (1923–2005). Born to Rav Shlomo Gottlieb, Rav of the Ohr 

HaChaim shul in Philadelphia, the family moved to Yerushalayim in 1929. After learning at 

the Chevron Yeshiva, his family moved back to the United States, where he learned at Torah 

Vodaas. He married in 1946. In 1963, he moved back to Eretz Yisrael and was appointed 

general manager of the Chief Rabbinate, a position he held for fourteen years. He also 

assisted his father in Yeshiva Rabbeinu Chaim Yosef, founded in 1942. After his father’s 

petira, Rav Akiva Moshe became responsible for it. He wrote Bais Shlomo, a biography of 

his father, and Kerem Shlomo, six volumes on Chumash and the Mo’adim, (5765/2005). 

 

Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 

 

Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

RaRaRaRashbishbishbishbi,,,,    11118888
thththth    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar    ––––    Lag BaOmerLag BaOmerLag BaOmerLag BaOmer    

The Power of Rashbi 
Rav Aharon of Karlin wrote in Bais 

Aharon that “Just as HaKodosh Boruch Hu 
is for everyone, so too is Rashbi for 
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everyone, even for the lowliest.” 

The Nesivos Sholom explains this to 
mean that a great Tzaddik is so great that 
he not only loves the righteous Jews but he 
finds something beloved and precious even 
in the lowliest, wicked Jew as well. This is 
the level of Moshiach, who will be able to 
love even the most wicked as much as the 
greatest Tzaddik! He uses this idea to 
explain the story of Rashbi in Gemora 
Shabbos. When Rashbi exited his cave of 
exile, he observed people working in the 
fields and exclaimed in wonder, “How can 
they leave behind the eternal reward of 
Torah study for this world and its 
temporary business?!”  

His eyes burned whatever he gazed 
upon, and a heavenly voice proclaimed, “I 
didn’t let you out of the cave to destroy my 
world!”  

He and his son went back in for a 
year, saying, “The judgment of the wicked 
in Gehinnom is a twelve-month sentence.”  

Asks the Slonimer Rebbe in Nesivos 
Sholom, “Why did they judge themselves as 
wicked and sentence themselves to twelve 
months again in the cave?” He answers that 
their lack of ability to love those people 
who were simple, lowly and worked the 
fields in this temporal world as opposed to 
being occupied in Torah study was their 
lack, and this is why they judged 
themselves as wicked and reentered the 
cave to rectify this failing. When he 
emerged, Rashbi was the epitome of the 
Tzaddik yesod olom (“a righteous 
foundation of the world”) and that is why 
his great, awesome light was revealed and 
shines on Lag BaOmer, which falls out on 
the Sefira of Hod ShebeHod, the Sefira 
which is the lowest and deepest form of 
harsh judgment. For his light and love 
shines down below to even the lowest and 
deepest depths, to love every Jew, even the 
wicked, and to find within even the lowest 
place light and love. 

Regarding such a love and such 

ability, my Rebbe, the Clevelander Rebbe 
Shlit”a once told me the following tale: 
There was once an informant, whose 
terrible ways constantly plagued the Jews. 
The Tzaddikim and Chassidim gathered to 
put an end to him once and for all and to 
excommunicate him and sentence him to 
death for being a rodef! They approached 
the talmid of the Ba’al Shem Tov, Rav Zeev 
Wolf Kitzes, to complete their quorum and 
join their minyan, but to their 
astonishment he refused! He explained 
himself and said, “One day in the future, 
the righteous Moshiach will finally arrive! 
He will conquer the lands and the hearts of 
many. All the nations will rush to greet him 
and subjugate themselves before his reign 
and his might, and all the exiles will return. 
As word of his dominion spreads, Jews will 
flock to him from far and wide – all kinds 
of Jews, all…except one! There will be one 
black-hearted, dark, obstinate fellow, who 
will remain in the exile, scoffing to the final 
day. Then the nations will send emissaries 
and dignitaries, bearing gifts and offerings. 
Gold, silver, precious stones and treasures, 
yet Moshiach will scoff at them all. Then 
the Jews will also wish to bestow upon him 
a gift, but seeing how he despises ordinary 
wealth, they will search far and wide to 
bring Moshiach the most precious 
gift…that of a Yiddishe Neshoma – a 
Jewish soul! They will search and scour the 
entire exile and find none; everyone has 
come, everyone except for…one miserable 
soul. They will locate him and bind and gag 
him and carry him kicking, screaming and 
flailing all the way to Yerushalayim! There, 
they will bring the king Moshiach the most 
precious gift: a Jewish soul, unblemished 
and untarnished, and he will forge him 
anew into a ba’al teshuva. Be it known that 
it is revealed to me from on high that that 
precious soul resides in your informant and 
moser!  

Now I ask you – tell me the truth – 
are you really willing to annihilate this 
most precious soul, the gift of the 
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Moshiach, of whom it says yovilu shai 
lamora – “they will bring a gift to the 
master”? 

 

Studying Zohar 

When the Rebbe Reb Boruch of 
Mezhibuzh would study the holy Zohar, he 
would begin with the Shaar Blatt (the title 
page) and would explain it as follows: 

Ze hasefer haZohar shechiber 
haTanna Rav Shimon bar Yochai – “This 
is the Sefer HaZohar authored by the 
Tanna Rav Shimon bar Yochai.” Rav 
Boruch explained this: 

Ze hasefer – Dos iz a sapir – this is 
a brilliant sapphire! HaZohar – vos er 
laycht in alle olomos – whose splendor 
illuminates all of the worlds! Asher chiber 
– vos iz mechaber idishe hertzer tzum 
Tatten in Himmel – which attaches and 
binds Jewish hearts to their Father in 
Heaven! Tanna – er lernt iz az se’iz du a 
Bashefer oif der vellt – he teaches us that 
there is a Creator in the world! Mihu Zeh? 
He asked himself rhetorically, Who is this? 
and answered Zehu – this is Rav Shimon 
bar Yochai, may his merit shield us! (Otzar 
Yisrael 118) 

 

A Different Way to Look At It 

The holy Rizhiner was plagued by an 
informant, a rodef and a moser, who 
constantly chased after the Tzaddik. He 
used to mock him and jest, “Why doesn’t 
the holy Rebbe just punish me and 
condemn me to die?!”  

The holy Rizhiner heard this and 
said to his Chassidim, “When Rashbi left 
the cave to which he was exiled and he saw 
the informant Yehuda ben Gerim, he said, 
‘Is he still around?’ He gazed upon him and 
turned him into a heap of bones! Isn’t it a 
wonder that Rashbi was so angry and upset 
at him that he would do that?! Rather, 
when Rashbi said, ‘Is this man still 

around?’ he was asking himself a question: 
‘Perhaps he is still around because I have 
not yet succeeded in rectifying all that I 
need to in myself.’ So the Talmud says he 
gazed upon him – this means Rashbi gazed 
intently upon himself and began to make a 
reckoning, a cheshbon hanefesh regarding 
his own spiritual standing. As he did this, 
Yehuda ben Gerim was transformed into a 
pile of bones [proving that Rashbi had now 
sufficiently rectified himself and this 
wicked informant had no longer any reason 
to be here alive]. Thus,” concluded the 
Rizhiner, “as long as this wicked informant 
was still around it meant that he had not 
rectified himself completely yet. How 
would it help to punish him and cause him 
to leave this world? Another person will 
come to take his place! Only when he 
rectified himself would the informant have 
no place here either! (Be’eros HaMayim 
Be’er Sheva p. 60) 

 

Inside, It’s Yom Kippur; Outside, 
Simchas Torah 

Once the holy Rizhiner asked a 
visitor who had been in Meron on Lag 
BaOmer to describe the event. The Chassid 
described how Lag BaOmer is observed in 
Meron at the kever of Rashbi and 
explained the way it felt, using the 
comparison that the great emotions inside 
were similar to Yom Kippur, whereas 
outside it felt like Simchas Torah! 

This is no contradiction, for the 
awakening is the same awakening, both 
coming from Rav Shimon bar Yochai! 
Inside, it is felt and experienced one way 
and outside a different way. The simcha in 
Meron is also nisht kein poshuta simcha – 
“not a simple, mundane joy”; rather, it is a 
supernal, holy joy – a hecher simcha! 
(Imros Tehoros 49) 

 

Emuna Peshuta 

Rav Dovid Biderman of Lelov once 
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told how on one of his visits to Meron on 
Lag BaOmer he stayed in Tzefas and 
walked on foot to Meron. As he traveled, he 
passed an older woman also on her way to 
Meron. She was very old and frail, and 
accompanied by a Jew dressed in the 
manner of the Sefardim. They went very, 
very slowly, as the path to Meron is uphill 
and rises higher and higher. When she 
finally reached the entrance to the burial 
cave, she sat down and began to weep, and 
cried out in Hebrew with a Sefardic accent, 
“Rav Shimon, Shechinta BeGaluta! – the 
Divine Presence, the Shechina is in exile!” 
Afterward, she made a petition and 
requested some prayer in Arabic that 
Hashem should have mercy and gather in 
all the exiles. She then kissed the tziun, and 
made her way slowly back to Tzefas! Rav 
Dovid Lelover was so moved by her simple, 
pure faith that he declared, “Epes mit aza 
temimus tzigegangen – She came all this 
long way with such faith and she prayed 
her prayer!” (Imros Tehoros 49) 

Rav Mottel Avritcher (a descendant 
of the Bas Ayin) once told how one Lag 
BaOmer in Meron he watched a Sefardi 
Jew who was present at the hadloka – the 
bonfire lit in honor of the holy Tanna Rav 
Shimon bar Yochai. This Jew was so moved 
and excited that his pure heart was aflame 
and he shouted out, “Och yah, Rav 
Shimon!” And so saying he tossed his cloak 
into the flames to be consumed in honor of 
the Tanna. This did not calm him and he 
called out again louder, “Och yah, Rav 
Shimon!” And proceeded to toss into the 
bonfire another article of clothing! He 
continued to do so, until he was left 
standing in his tallis kotton and his 
breeches. At this point he began ecstatically 
dancing, aflame with delight and awe. 
Moved to emotive expression, he danced 
and sang with such passion and fire that it 
seemed that if he could have, he would 
have thrown himself into the bonfire in 
honor of Rashbi! (MiZekenim Esbonon I 
102) 

Stories of Rashbi From the Zohar 
and Medrash 

One day, as Rashbi left his home, he 
observed that the world appeared dark and 
menacing, as if a great cloud had covered 
the land and blocked the light of day. 
Rashbi turned to his son Rav Elozor and 
said, “This is no chance occurrence. 
Obviously Hashem wishes to do something. 
Let us see what He has planned to do in the 
world! Rashbi and his son exited the city 
limits and before them stood a terrible 
angel, as tall as a mountain, and from his 
mouth poured forth thirty tongues of 
flame!  

Rashbi asked the angel, “What are 
you planning to do?”  

“I am about to destroy the world 
because there aren’t thirty Tzaddikim to be 
found to safeguard it,” answered the angel.  

“Go and tell my Creator that Bar 
Yochai is here in the world and that he is 
comparable to thirty Tzaddikim!”  

The angel went before the Throne of 
Glory and delivered Rashbi’s message. 
Hashem answered the angel, “Go and 
destroy the world and do not pay any 
attention to Bar Yochai!”  

The angel returned to destroy the 
world again. Once more Rashbi saw him 
and commanded him, “If you do not return 
to deliver a message, I will send you to the 
depths from which you shall not arise, to 
the place of the fallen angels who were cast 
down from Hashem!” Rashbi continued his 
message and said, “Tell Hashem that if 
there aren’t thirty Tzaddikim, twenty are 
enough, as it says in the story of Avrohom 
and Sodom and Amora, and if twenty are 
not enough, then let ten suffice, as it says 
there. And if there aren’t ten Tzaddikim 
found, then two should be enough, as it 
says that two witnesses can give testimony. 
And if you cannot find two then there is at 
least one and I am that one, as it says 
Tzaddik yesod olom – ‘a Tzaddik is the 
foundation of the world!’” 
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At that moment, a heavenly voice 
rang out and proclaimed, “Happy and 
praiseworthy is your portion, Rav Shimon, 
for Hashem decrees and you cancel and 
abolish it. Regarding you it is said, Retzon 
yerei’ov yaaseh – ‘Hashem fulfills the will 
of those who fear Him.’” (Zohar Bereishis 
33a) 

Once, Rashbi arrived in Lod and 
there was a plague there. He witnessed 
many stricken dying and remarked, “All 
this is happening now while I am present in 
town?! I command this decree be 
abolished!”  

A heavenly voice rang out and 
proclaimed, “Mazikim – evil and damaging 
forces – depart from this city immediately, 
because Rav Shimon bar Yochai is in town! 
Even though Hashem has decreed, Rashbi 
has abolished it.”  

Immediately, the plague ceased. Rav 
Chanina was impressed at the greatness 
and stature of Rashbi and told Rav Meir of 
this. Rav Meir replied, “Who can praise and 
compare to Rashbi? Even Moshe 
Rabbeinu, who sent Aharon with the 
incense to stop the plague during Korach’s 
rebellion, still had to have Aharon act, yet 
Rashbi abolished the decree and stopped 
the plague by the power of speech alone!” 
(Zohar Chodosh Rus 103a) 

In Tzidon there was a couple who 
lived together for over ten years. They 
loved one another dearly but they had no 
children. They came before Rav Shimon 
bar Yochai and asked him to help them 
divorce through a get.  

“I have just one request – please do 
not refuse me,” said the Tzaddik. “Just as 

when you were united in marriage there 
was a feast, please eat, drink and make a 
banquet now that you wish to go your 
separate ways.”  

The couple fulfilled the Tzaddik’s 
request and they held a large, festive 
banquet and invited friends and scholars. 
As the tables lay laden with food and drink, 
in the midst of the merriment, when the 
husband’s heart was glad with wine, he 
turned to his wife and remarked, “See, all 
my goodness and wealth is here before you 
– please choose any precious object here 
and take it with you back to your father’s 
house!”  

She was greatly moved by his words, 
and when she observed that he had been 
plied with much wine and had grown 
drowsy and fallen asleep, she asked the 
servants to carry him and place him in a 
bed at her father’s home. When the 
husband awoke from his deep slumber, he 
gazed about and discovered that he was in a 
strange bed and not at home. He turned 
and saw his wife sitting beside him and 
asked her where he was. When she replied 
that he was in her father’s home, he asked 
why she had done this.  

“I was told that I could take any 
precious object home with me. I found 
nothing more precious than you, and so I 
took you home!”  

The couple came back and stood 
before Rashbi and told him the entire tale. 
When he heard this and saw their love for 
one another, he stood up and prayed on 
their behalf for mercy and they were 
blessed with children. (Midrash Shir 
HaShirim Rabba) 

    

RRRRav av av av MMMMoshe oshe oshe oshe IIIIsserlessserlessserlessserles, , , , 11118888
thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar    

Av Bais Din Cracow – the Rema    

A Tzaddik Decrees and Hashem Does 
Not Allow Him to Err 

The Ben Ish Chai, in his sefer of 

commentaries on Aggodos HaShas, cites 
Rav Avrohom Palagi, who told: 

There was a dispute between Moron 



15 � Emor / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

the Bais Yosef, Rav Yosef Karo, mechaber 
of the Shulchon Aruch and the Rema, Rav 
Moshe Isserles, regarding permission for 
an aguna to remarry. The Rema permitted 
her to remarry, whereas the Bais Yosef had 
forbidden it. The angelic Maggid that 
taught the Bais Yosef revealed to him that 
actually the Bais Yosef was initially correct 
and that her husband was still alive and, of 
course, she was forbidden to remarry. 
However, explained the angelic Maggid, as 
soon as the holy Rema ruled she was 
permitted, the husband passed away and 
this released her. Because Hashem does 
not allow Tzaddikim to err, he saved the 
Rema from error; as soon as he wrote his 
psak, the husband died and she was 
permitted to remarry! (Ben Yehoyoda to 
Maseches Yevomos p.121, citing the sefer 
Vayaan Avrohom p. 62) 

 

Tzedoka 

The Pshervorsker Rebbe told: 

When the Rema was chief Rav of 
Cracow, there was a Jewish resident named 
Yankel whom everyone nicknamed Yankel 
Treiger – Yankel Shikir – Yankele 
Shabbos! In trade, he was a vasser treiger 
– a water carrier and a porter for heavy 
loads – and this explained that nickname. 
His other nicknames were given for his 
other well-known practice – his drinking. 
Every Erev Shabbos, a familiar scenario 
played itself out: Yankel Treiger became 
Yankel Shikir, as he gathered his savings 
from his earnings that week and headed off 
to the local tavern to buy honey mead and 
drink himself into a stupor. As he drank, 
with each sip he would say, “Ahh, Shabbos, 
Shabbos! Shabbos is coming!” And this 
explained his final nickname, Yankele 
Shabbos. 

This Erev Shabbos began as usual. 
Yankel Treiger was seen heading to the 

tavern. As the coins jingled merrily in his 
pocket waiting to be spent, he heard a voice 
of despair above him from the window 
open to the street. “There he goes to spend 
his money on booze and get shikir while my 
children and I starve this Shabbos!”  

Yankel froze. He had a good heart 
and it had just broken when he heard that 
sad sigh. He turned and saw the face of a 
mournful Jewish mother staring at him 
from the window. Without a second 
thought or moment’s hesitation, he gave 
his hard-earned coins to the overjoyed 
mother, who did not starve that Shabbos. 
That Shabbos, Yankele Shabbos earned his 
name and that poor family had food to eat. 

On that Shabbos, Yankele Shabbos 
came home and passed away. On Motzo’ei 
Shabbos his spirit came back and visisted 
the holy Rema and told him the entire tale. 
“In Shomayim I heard that that woman 
was a gilgul of Esther HaMalka. She came 
back as a poor woman because when the 
Bais Din Shel Maala heard her case, the 
prosecution insisted that she was a wealthy 
queen and she needed to prove her loyalty 
to Torah as a pauper. Now, as for me, a 
sinner I wasn’t and a not a Tzaddik either. I 
was bereft of merits and mitzvos except 
this tzedoka that I gave on Erev Shabbos, 
and so they gave me the job to be the 
Shliach Bais Din. And so I come now to 
you, honorable Rav, in my capacity as 
messenger of the heavenly Court, to warn 
you to collect tzedoka from the poor! You 
always give tzedoka and collect from the 
wealthy, but I am here to teach you to 
collect from the poor as well!” At first the 
Rema thought Yaakov was jesting until he 
realized that he had passed away – and 
then he took the warning seriously. From 
then on, when the Rema collected tzedoka, 
he collected from the poor as well as the 
wealthy. (BeOholei Tzaddikim Cracow 
#20) 
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RRRRav av av av MMMMenachem enachem enachem enachem MMMMendel of endel of endel of endel of RRRRimanovimanovimanovimanov, , , , 11119999
thththth
    of of of of IyarIyarIyarIyar 

Do It for His Sake 

“Rav Elozor Ish Bartosa says: Give 
Him what is His, because you and yours are 
His” (Avos 3:8). 

Rav Ovadia Yosef used to illustrate 
our Mishna with the following story: 

Rav Menachem Mendel of Rimanov 
once sat studying and teaching Torah with 
his talmidim when a pauper entered the 
Bais Medrash. Some people naturally 
awaken sympathy and our pauper was an 
especially bedraggled and sad sight that 
tugged at the Tzaddik’s heartstrings. The 
Rebbe sent his gabbai to fetch a golden 
dinar from his wallet in the next room and 
the Rebbe handed the surprised and 
grateful pauper one gold coin. The poor 
beggar was dumbstruck and overjoyed at 
his good fortune. A gold dinar was a 
handsome, large donation, and he 
effusively thanked the Rimanover and went 
on his way. 

Afterward, the Rebbe had second 
thoughts. He began to feel troubled that he 
had given the pauper tzedoka out of 
feelings of mercy, compassion and 
sympathy, rather than to fulfill the mitzva 
of tzedoka for the sake of Hashem, as 
Rashi comments on Teruma – “‘Take 
teruma and give it lishmi – for the sake of 
My Name,’ says Hashem.” The Rebbe 
decided that he would call his attendant 
again and send him after the pauper.  

The pauper was meanwhile happily 
on his way, smiling at his good fortune. The 
poor man had gone some distance when 
behind him he heard the Rebbe’s attendant 
calling after him, running to catch his 

breath. The pauper froze and his eyes 
darkened. “Oh no! Surely the Rebbe made a 
mistake when he gave me a gold dinar and 
he has sent his gabbai after me to exchange 
it for a silver one!”  

Still, having no choice, he turned 
sadly around and headed back to the 
Rebbe’s hoif, following the gabbai’s lead.  

When they returned, the Rebbe had 
the gabbai bring the wallet and to the 
pauper’s total astonishment, not only did 
the Rebbe not take his gold dinar away, but 
he proceeded to hand him another gold 
coin! This was too much! The pauper 
smiled, turned to the Rebbe and taking 
courage from the Tzaddik’s kindness, asked 
boldly, “Rebbe, I am sorry, I don’t 
understand. If Your Honor wished to give 
me two gold coins, why couldn’t the Rebbe 
have done so at once rather than call me 
back? The gabbai gave me quite a turn and 
I suffered a fright and was very downcast 
and disappointed until just now,” he 
concluded, confused. 

The Tzaddik smiled and explained, 
“In Parshas Re’eh the pasuk tells us noson 
titein – ‘you shall surely give tzedoka’. Why 
does the pasuk use a double expression? It 
tells us that if you give out of feelings of 
sympathy, give once more for the sake of 
the mitzva. This is what I did. The pasuk 
also says, ‘Your heart shall not be evil when 
you give him’. I interpret this pasuk to 
mean that the first time you give tzedoka 
do not do so because of the feelings in your 
heart, that you feel bad for the pauper; 
therefore give again, and do so for the sake 
of mitzvas tzedoka. (Anaf Etz Avos p. 183) 



RRRRav av av av MMMMotteleotteleotteleottele, , , , 22220000
thththth    of Iyarof Iyarof Iyarof Iyar    

Chernobyler Maggid 

The Lamed Vov Tzaddikim 
Coarse Fabrics 

It was well known that Rav 

Mordechai of Chernobyl used to raise 
money to free captives and his specialty 
was to collect tzedoka to sustain the thirty-
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six hidden Tzaddikim.  

The Chernobyler Maggid was once 
visited by a Jew who brought a kvittel and a 
pidyon. In his letter of petition he 
requested of the Tzaddik a berocha for 
children. “Rebbe, my wife and I are 
childless and we seek a yeshua. Please give 
us a berocha and grant us children!” he 
begged. 

Rav Mottele answered him, “There is 
a tailor who is one of the thirty-six hidden 
Tzaddikim. His custom is that once he 
finishes tailoring the clothes that he sews, 
he then blesses his customers that they 
should wear their clothing in happiness 
and good health! You should travel to that 
tailor and have him sew your suit of 
clothes,” advised the Maggid. “Then, 
afterward, when he is finished and offers 
you his customary blessing, you will 
respond and ask how you can be happy 
without a child. When the tailor hears you 
are childless, he will bless you with children 
and through the berocha of that hidden 
lamed vovnik, you will have a yeshua and 
be blessed with children!” 

The Chassid took the Chernobyler 
Maggid’s advice and began to search high 
and low for this tailor. The tailor was not 
well known and so the search took some 
time. Finally, the Chassid located a tailor of 
whom it was rumored that he concluded 
his business with a blessing for health and 
happiness. When the Chassid came before 
the tailor, however, he saw an ordinary, 
coarse-looking individual, whose clumsy-
looking hands and aloof demeanor 
suggested that he was no fine tailor and not 
a skilled craftsman. Our Chassid had 
brought two bales of material with him, one 
for a fine silken overcoat and suit and 
another of coarser fabric for pants. He 
decided that he was too worried that the 
tailor might ruin his silk and so he hired 
him to make a pair of pants. “If the Rebbe 
is correct, then I will get the same berocha 
at the conclusion of the job, no matter what 
the tailor sews,” reasoned the Chassid. 

The tailor measured and fitted our 
Chassid and then labored and sewed the 
pants. Afterward, the Chassid paid and 
thanked him, whereupon the tailor blessed 
him, “May you wear these pants in good 
health and happiness!” The Chassid replied 
as he had been instructed and the tailor 
responded with a berocha that our Chassid 
and his wife merit having a baby boy! The 
Chassid was overjoyed and he traveled to 
the Chernobyler Maggid to tell him the 
good news. 

“And then he blessed us that we 
should have a baby boy!” concluded the 
Chassid before the Maggid, who, for some 
reason, was quiet and shook his head to 
and fro ever so slightly and sighed in 
apparent dismay.  

“Yes,” said the Maggid, “the 
Tzaddik’s berocha will be fulfilled and you 
will have a baby boy! However,” he 
explained to the Chassid, “I advised you to 
have the tailor sew you a fine silk suit. Had 
you heeded my advice,” he paused, fixing 
the Chassid with a piercing glance, “you 
would have merited a zaydene kind – a 
baby boy with middos as fine as silk! You, 
however, decided to have him sew for you a 
coarse fabric pair of pants, and so you will 
have a baby boy, but his middos will be as 
coarse of the fabric of those pants you gave 
the lamed vovnik to sew you!” 

 

How Much Is Mud Worth? 

Rav Mottele of Chernobyl arrived in 
a certain town and was dismayed that one 
of the wealthiest Jews did not come to visit 
him. When he sent his gabbai to see the 
wealthy resident and ask him why he 
hadn’t yet called on the Rebbe, the baal 
habayis responded rudely, “I would gladly 
welcome the Maggid into my home! It’s 
not the Rebbe I don’t want, it’s the 
Chassidim! Listen, I have a fine home 
expensively and tastefully furnished and 
decorated by fine silks, elaborate, finely 
woven rugs and carpets, and the Chassidim 
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will come in and ruin them with their 
heavy, muddy boots! Tell the Rebbe that he 
is welcome without his Chassidim!”  

The attendant relayed the message. 
The Maggid, who was collecting, as usual, 
on behalf of the thirty-six hidden 
Tzaddikim, agreed. As was customary, the 
host was expected to gift the Tzaddik a 
sizable donation, but the Rebbe stopped at 
the threshold and explained that he had 
only agreed to enter the house and no 
more.   

“I agreed to enter, but if you want 
me to mount the stairs and enter your 
sitting room, you will have to increase the 
donation by each stair I climb!”  

The wealthy host agreed and by the 
time the Rebbe sat at the table he was 
looking at a large sum of money indeed. 
“Now,” said the Maggid, “I hear that you 
fear mud and dirt! Let me see if I cannot 
change your mind and shift your 
perspective just a bit with the following 
story: 

“There was once a wealthy merchant 
who traveled in a fine coach pulled by 
strong, healthy steeds. As he traveled 
through the forest one day he came upon a 
rundown, rickety old wagon stuck in the 
mud. The poor Jew, struggling to dislodge 
it, had two broken-down old mares, whose 
bony, weak bodies struggled unsuccessfully 
to pull the wagon out of the squelching 
muck. The wealthy merchant dismounted 
and harnessed his own horses to the wagon 
but this too was insufficient. Finally, he 
disrobed, divesting himself of his fine 
overcoat and silk gloves, and they climbed 
together into the mud side by side, pulling 
and pushing, until he finally saved the 

sinking Jew and his wagon from certain 
death in the swampy mire. 

“After many years, the merchant left 
this world and came to the world of 
judgment. As he stood before the heavenly 
tribunal, the black prosecuting angel 
brought wagons full of sins to weigh on the 
scales of justice, while white-robed angels 
of mercy and defense also brought wagons 
full of merits and mitzvos, attempting to 
balance and tip the scales in his favor. To 
his horror, it wasn’t enough! The scales 
tipped to the side of judgment against him! 
Then the defense brought the merit of 
saving the life of the Jew in the swamp. 
They took the whole wagon, with the Jew 
and the horses – and the weight of them all 
balanced the scales as they swayed to and 
fro. Just then another angel piped up and 
yelled to the Bais Din Shel Maala, ‘You 
forgot to add all the mud! This wealthy, 
refined individual got down in the 
squelching, stinking mud, sullied his fine 
waistcoat and breeches and stank of filth to 
save his fellow Jew – surely all that mud 
counts for something!’  

“And they heaped on all the mud, 
which tipped the scales in his favor,” 
concluded the Rebbe, his eyes dancing.  

The merchant froze; he understood 
the message all too clearly. It was his past 
life in the story; the Maggid meant his 
previous gilgul. He got up, walked to the 
door, swung it open wide in welcome and 
declared to the Chassidim outside, “Come 
in! Come in! Welcome and don’t forget not 
to wipe your muddy boots on the mat. In 
fact, the more mud the better!!!” (Yehi Ohr 
#230-231) 

 

Rav Shlomo Eliezer AlfandriRav Shlomo Eliezer AlfandriRav Shlomo Eliezer AlfandriRav Shlomo Eliezer Alfandri,,,,    22222222
nnnndddd

    of Iyarof Iyarof Iyarof Iyar    
The Saba Kadisha, Chief Rav of Constantinople, Damascus and Tzefas 

I Stand for the Honor of Hashem 

“Warm yourself by the fire of the 

Sages but beware lest you be burned by 
their coals; their bite is like a fox, their 
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sting like a scorpion and their words are 
fiery coals” (Avos 2:15). 

Rav Ovadia Yosef used to illustrate 
our Mishna with the following story about 
the chief Rav of Constantinople, the Saba 
Kadisha, Rav Shlomo Alfandri: 

After the Spanish Expulsion, Turkey 
was once of the countries that welcomed 
Jews in the hopes that their commerce 
would enrich her coffers. Among the 
relaxed laws enacted to welcome them was 
an exemption from army service so that 
Jewish young men would not be caused to 
desecrate Shabbos and be exposed to treif 
food and influences. 

However, as time went on and the 
new sultan, Abid Al Hamid, emerged, he 
acted to conscript Jews into compulsory 
army service of the Ottoman Empire. Those 
Jews close to the ruler and his underlings 
sought to find favor in their eyes and they 
urged their Jewish brethren to comply with 
the sultan’s wishes. The body governing the 
Jews’ spiritual wellbeing was also in favor 
of army enlistment, and in the end the only 
obstacle was the Firman, a document that 
had been granted by the previous king to 
the Chacham Bashi, Rav Moshe HaLevi. 
Using the previous exemption, Rav Moshe 
HaLevi could prevent the enlistment of the 
Jews, and the pressure mounting against 
him was enormous. The Jews wanted to 
appease the new sultan and garner his 
favor and the favor of other government 
ministers, and chief among them was one 
of the wealthiest Jews in Constantinople, 
who was very close to the sultan. They all 
began to pressure the Chacham Bashi to 
relinquish the previous Firman of 
exemption and hand it back to the sultan. 

One of the lone opposing voices that 
stood staunchly against enlistment was that 
of the chief Rav of Constantinople, Rav 
Shlomo Eliezer Alfandri. He argued that 
enlistment would cause mass chillul 
Shabbos and exposure to eating treif and 
foreign influences. When the sultan heard 
this he was enraged and he summoned Rav 

Alfandri. When the Rav came before Abed 
Al Hamid, the sultan was struck dumb by 
his holy appearance and dared not harm 
the Rav. However, the wealthy merchant 
from Constantinople continued to disagree 
with the Rav and sought all ways and 
means to ensure that army enlistment 
would become a reality. Finally, Rav 
Alfandri told him that if he would not give 
up and change his ways, his end would be 
bitter indeed. When the latter refused, the 
Rav turned away sadly and threatened him 
with one final stroke, declaring that 
Hashem would not forgive him for his 
actions. 

The wealthy merchant left his home 
that day to head out to the sultan and find a 
way to achieve his goal, but he never made 
it there! As he crossed his own threshold he 
suffered heart failure and died on his own 
doorstep! 

During the levaya, Rav Alfandri 
forbade anyone to eulogize the niftar. Even 
though the wealthy merchant’s son and 
other dignitaries and government officials 
begged the Rav to allow a hesped for the 
sake of the honor of the sultan and the 
man’s high rank and position, the Rav 
stood his ground and refused. “You talk of 
his honor and the sultan’s but I am an Eved 
Hashem; I stand for the honor of Hashem, 
Master and King of the World. It is His 
honor I seek and I will not change my mind 
or bend my will to you.” Even the hefty 
bribe of a purse full of money would not 
sway the Rav, and the man was buried in 
dishonor and disgrace. 

Afterward, Rav Alfrandri was 
awarded by the sultan the title of Chacham 
Bashi, when he was appointed chief Rav of 
Damascus. There he ruled as Rav and 
Dayan with the legal backing of the 
authority of the sultan as well as the Torah 
and was thus able to run the Jewish 
community as he saw fit and punish any 
transgressors who would oppose him. 
(Anaf Etz Avos p. 136–7) 
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Aish Kodesh 

There is a well-known story related 
by the elders of Tzefas that one of the 
women who lived in close proximity to Rav 
Alfandri’s home was once on her roof porch 
on a hot summer day to cool off, as many 
did in the summer, when she became 
terrified at the sight of a fire blazing on Rav 
Alfandri’s roof and in his home! She ran 
quickly to seek help, and as she approached 
the Saba Kadisha’s home, Rav Alfandri’s 
talmid, Rav Aharon Ben Shimon, with 
whom he was engaged in Torah study, 
heard the commotion and came out. Rav 
Ben Shimon assured the distraught woman 
that there was no danger and the blazing 
fire she had witnessed was the Aish 
Kodesh, the fiery flames of the intense 
Torah study they were engaged in at that 
time and what a zechus she had that she 
was zoche to witness it. He asked her to 
keep the matter a secret and she did so, not 
revealing this amazing fact until the Saba 
Kadisha had left this world. (Toras Aharon 
p. 17) 

 

The Berochos of the Saba Kadisha 

A Turkish Pasha once visited Tzefas 
and Rav Alfrandri’s reknown as a holy Rav 
from Constantinople drew him to seek the 
chief Rav’s blessing. “Please bless me,” 
requested the Pasha of the Chacham.  

“My berochos require humility in 
order to be received,” answered the Saba 
Kadisha. “You must dismount from your 
horse and bow your head before me so that 
I may bless you.”  

The Pasha agreed; he dismounted 
and bowed his head before Rav Alfandri 
and the Saba Kadisha blessed him that 
Hashem should grant the Pasha success on 
condition that he would work to benefit 
and safeguard his Jewish subjects. (Oros 
Mimizrach p. 147) 

 

The Kiddush Levona that Foretold 
War 

The elders of Tzefas used to tell how 
one of the nights during Chodesh Nissan, 
after Chacham Alfandri had concluded 
reciting the berocha of Kiddush Levona, 
they noticed that his gaze was drawn 
heavenward and his eyes gazed at some 
distant object. Then he clapped his hands 
in despair and sorrow and sighed a great 
heavy sigh of anguish. When asked what he 
saw that troubled him so, the Saba 
Kadisha responded, “I see drawing near a 
great war; soon an outbreak of war will 
strike the world harshly,” and not long 
afterward the First World War broke out. 
(Oros Mimizrach p. 147) 

 

Please Decree that Moshiach Must 
Come 

When the Munkaczer Rav, Rav 
Chaim Elozor Shapira, came to Eretz 
Yisrael, he traveled to Yerushalayim 
especially to meet with the Saba Kadisha, 
Rav Alfandri, who had now exceeded one 
hundred and ten years and who, after 
leaving the chief rabbinate of Tzefas, was 
living in the holy city. 

During the visit, the Munkaczer 
conversed in Loshon Kodesh with a Sefardi 
accent so that the Saba Kadisha could 
understand him; the Rav had been 
practicing and he made of the elder 
Tzaddik and holy Rav a unique and 
wondrous request. He revealed that he had 
brought a holy, secret letter, an epistle, an 
igeres sesorim that he had inherited from 
the holy Komarna Tzaddik, Rav Yaakov 
Moshe Safrin, foretelling that the way to 
bring the Geula closer depended on the 
decree of the Tzaddik HaDor. If the 
Tzaddik HaDor would decree that 
Moshiach must come, then this would 
hasten the Geula. The Munkaczer Rav held 
that Rav Alfandri was worthy and on the 
level of someone who could make this 
decree! He then asked the Saba Kadisha to 
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do so. However, Rav Alfandri refused, 
stating in his humility, “I am not a 
Tzaddik.” This conversation took place 

eight days before the Saba Kadisha left this 
world on the 22nd of Iyar. (Oros 
Mimizrach, page 153) 


Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions  to 

any problem there is – even if it may seem impossible. 

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help  me 

again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who controls 

everything over the entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving 

kindness more than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 



Sponsor thSponsor thSponsor thSponsor the e e e Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiurOhr HaChaim HaKodosh shiur    on on on on leil shishileil shishileil shishileil shishi    in in in in Eretz Eretz Eretz Eretz Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!Yisrael!    
 

As we have been publicizing, many Tzaddikim teach that learning the sefer Ohr 
HaChaim HaKodosh is a segula for parnossa, Emunas Hashem, Yiras Shomayim, refua sheleima, 
yeshuos and zera shel kayoma. If you would like to sponsor a shiur in Eretz Yisrael, please 
contact Rabbi Tal Zwecker at tal.zwecker@gmail.com for further details, and I can help 
arrange this for you. 

This week’s learning is sponsored by one of the founders of the Me’Oros Ha’Tzaddikim 
in honor of the illustrious and distinguished tzaddikim whose yahrzeits are this week. May the 
merit of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh coupled with the learning zechus for the tzaddikim always 
intercede on behalf of Klal Yisrael. 

    
    
    
    

  לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

  דבורה בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר
ה"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

 

Refuah Sheleimah  

מינדל אסתר לאה �  מרדכי צבי ב
 דבורה � יחיאל מיכל ב
 זיסל בת אידל סומא 
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 שיינא דבורה � פסח גרשו� ב

 צילא בת חיה שרה  
 לטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה א  
 מתתיהו הירש ב� שולמית בילה    
 מרגלית בת מלכה     
 ל זציפורה רבקה בת אביבה רי   
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה     
 פערל שרה בת הודיה 

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 


