
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Rabbi Yechiel Spero writes a story which took place in 

Yerushalayim during the second World War, as Rommel and his 

Afrika Corps were getting closer to the Holy Land. The mood in the 

country was full of fear and anxiety. The Shomer Emunim Shul, in 

Me’ah She’arim, was the place to be on Simchas Torah. The dancing 

and singing would be so uplifting that it could not be matched by 

anything at any other time of year. That year, however, the Davening 

was without the usual heart and passion. After a few minutes of 

Hakafos, the Rav of the Shul, Rav Aharon Roth, ordered the dancing 

to stop because he wanted to address the crowd. He said, “My dear 

friends, I would like to share a story with you that I feel has great 

meaning for us. There was once a king who decided to make a very 

festive and unique birthday party for himself. He sent out letters 

throughout the land inviting the most graceful dancers and the finest 

musicians, and they were all to assemble dressed in the most lavish 

outfits for the grand event. All was arranged and the special day 

arrived. The scene was truly fitting for a king’s party. Suddenly, out 

of the corner of his eye, the king noticed a slight commotion, as an 

elderly, crippled man struggled to make his way to the dance floor. 

Not only was he handicapped, he was also blind, and he bumped into 

the tables and chairs. After much exertion, the man finally made it to 

the dance floor and began to hobble around in a makeshift dance 

using his crutches for support. The king was mesmerized, and he 

ignored the rest of the show, focusing on this man who was doing his 

best to keep his balance. One of the king’s servants was taken aback 

by this, and asked the king for an explanation. He said, ‘My king, we 

have the finest dancers and musicians here, and yet, you are only 

watching that poor man who is hobbling around on his crutches.’ 

The king smiled and explained, ‘You are right. All those who have 

gathered here tonight are truly talented and their performance is 

certainly exemplary. But, let me ask you, are they not deriving 

personal enjoyment from their performance? Are they dancing only 

for me, or are they also enjoying dancing for the king and being in 

the spotlight? That man has nothing to gain from his dancing. He 

can’t see and he can’t dance. Yet, he does so because I requested it. 

He is acting solely for me! You can even see the pain on his face, but 

he still continues to dance just because he wants to please me. That is 

why his dancing is so precious to me — because it is for me!’” Rav 

Aharon concluded, “My dear friends, in past years our dancing was 

different. We danced for Hashem, but we also danced for ourselves. 

We derived personal joy and benefit from the dancing. This year, 

however, with war all around us and the very fate of the Jewish 

People is on our minds, we have the unique opportunity to dance 

solely for Hashem! Tonight, let us dance, but just for Hashem!” 
 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 
 
 

By: R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 
Rebbe Shmuel Ehrenfeld writes in his Sefer ‘Chassan 

Sofer’ that there was an ancient custom in their Shul in 
Matersdorf that on Shemini Atzeres after Minchah they 
would distribute walnuts (Egoz) and they would toss 
them in the courtyard of the Shul for Simchas Yom Tov. 
He explains that the reason that they specifically chose 
walnuts is because of the Halachah in Shulchan Aruch 
(583:2) that people are careful not to eat walnuts on 
Rosh Hashanah because the Gematria – numerical value 
– is the same as the word Cheit – sin. Therefore, in order 
to publicize that they repented with love in these days, 
which are days of joy, and no sin is found amidst the 
Jews, they would specifically throw walnuts to hint that 
through repentance their intentional sins were 
converted to merits, and there was not even a hint of 
incidental sin to be found!  

(Umatuk HaOhr, Shemini Atzeres) 
 

Rashi (Bamidbar 29:38,39) quotes the Medrash Agadah 

which states that after having spent the Tishrei Yamim Tovim 

with Hashem, He asks us to stay for one more day. The 

Medrash explains this as Hashem expressing that our 

departure is difficult for Him and therefore we should stay 

for one more day, Shemini Atzeres. How does one more day 

solve the ache of the departure? Rav Yaakov Nayman 

(Darchei Mussar) explains that the purpose of this day is not 

just to have one last day together. We all, understandably, 

have to return to our routines. This one day is symbolic of 

the closeness and relationship we have with Hashem. As we 

step away from the Yom Tov season and begin the long 

winter, Hashem is begging us to remember our closeness and 

keep Him in our daily lives. Hashem wants us to incorporate 

Him into our daily living, particularly during the time 

between Succos and Pesach. This can be done through 

learning Torah daily, Davening, and having daily 

conversations with Hashem. 
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 בס"ד

Rav Shlomo Levinstein, Shlit”a, relates the following 

story. Rav Mordechai Rabinowitz is the Rosh Yeshivah of 

Yeshivas Oheiv Yisroel in Petach Tikvah. It is a school that 

caters to highly motivated students, and it is very difficult to 

gain entrance to this Yeshivah. One day Rav Mordechai 

received a call from Rav Michel Yehudah Lefkowitz, zt”l, 

who asked, “Rav Mordechai, would you like to sit together 

with me in Gan Eden?” Rav Mordechai said, “Of course I 

would like that!” Rav Michel Yehudah continued, “There is 

a young student in one of the Yeshivos who refuses to attend 

any school but yours. Will you accept him?” Rav Mordechai 

replied, “Yes, Rebbe. I will accept him— no questions 

asked.” A few weeks passed, and Rav Michel Yehudah 

called again to inquire about how the boy was doing. 

However, Rav Mordechai informed him that although the 

boy had been accepted, he never arrived at the Yeshivah. 

When Rav Michel Yehudah heard this, he began crying. He 

said, “Oy! We lost a child to Torah! How sad that this boy 

will not attend Yeshivah!” Rav Mordechai felt terrible about 

the boy. Nonetheless, Rav Mordechai asked Rav Michel 

Yehudah if the fact that the boy did not show up at the 

Yeshivah would affect their pact, and he asked if he could 

still look forward sitting together with the Gadol in Olam 

Haba? Rav Michel Yehudah said, “Absolutely! Our deal 

still stands!” When Rav Eliyahu Mann heard this story, he 

approached Rav Chaim Kanievsky, Shlit”a, with a question: 

“How was Rav Michel Yehudah allowed to welcome a guest 

to Gan Eden?” Rav Chaim opened a Sefer of Midrash 

Agadah on Sefer Bereishis (84:1) where it says: “Rebbi 

Avahu said, ‘In the future, people (Neshamos) will wonder 

at the seating arrangement in Gan Eden. Individuals who 

had never studied Torah will be sitting in close proximity to 

the Avos! Hashem will explain His choice for including 

these seemingly simple people together with the most elite 

of the nation. These people listened to Me with whatever I 

asked of them, and they immediately carried it out.’”        

Rav Chaim said, “Someone who listens to Hashem's call to 

save a Jewish child from falling, will surely have a special 

place reserved for him in Olam Haba. After all, this person 

is following in the ways of Hashem. This is how Rav Michel 

Yehudah knew he was able to do this!” 
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Simchas Torah Gems 
Before Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin 

became Rav in Yerushalayim, he was the 

Rav of Lomza, Poland. Simchas Torah 

was exceptionally joyous in Lomza. On 

Erev Simchas Torah after Minchah, the 

entire community gathered before the 

home of the Rav and accompanied him to 

Shul under a Chupah. The community 

leaders stood under the Chupah with the 

Rav, and everyone clapped and danced, as 

if accompanying a Choson. The Hakafos 

continued until the late hours of the night. 

One year, immediately after the Hakafos, 

the Rav motioned that he wanted to speak 

to the Gabbai. The Rav whispered 

something in the Gabbai’s ears, and the 

Gabbai then immediately went to the 

Bimah and asked for silence. He made the 

following announcement: “According to 

the Rav’s request, we are beginning the 

Hakafos all over again!” Though it was 

very late and the people were exhausted, 

they listened to the Rav’s directive, and 

didn’t ask any questions. The Chazan 

began saying ‘Atah Ho’raisah’, and 

everyone said it along with him. The 

Hakafos began all over again, and the 

congregation danced with their remaining 

energy. When the Hakafos were finally 

complete, the exhausted congregation 

went home to make Kiddush. Rav 

Yehoshua Leib’s son, Rav Yitzchok 

Yerucham, later asked his father, “What 

was wrong with the first Hakafos that we 

had to repeat them?” Rav Yehoshua Leib 

replied, “There was a certain Talmid 

Chochom at the Hakafos who did not 

receive an appropriate Hakafah, 

according to his stature. Therefore, it was 

worthwhile to repeat the entire Hakafos, 

just to correct the injustice that was done 

to him, and restore Kavod HaTorah!” 
 

       L’Maaseh… 
               A Tale to Remember 


