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        As Klal Yisroel prepares for one of 

the most glorious times of year, it is imperative that we 

clarify and appreciate the name and the essence of this 

Yom Tov, and the special Avodah we each individually 

have at this time. 

 In every single Davening of the eight tefilos over 

Shavuos, we speak about it as the “Zman Matan 

Torasainu” ‘the time of the giving of our Torah.’ 

Although it is true that this Yom Tov is the time that 

Hashem gave and continues to give us the Torah each and 

every year, should the Yom Tov not be referred to as 

“Zman Kabbolas Torasainu?”(‘the time of the 

acceptasnce of our Torah’) For at the same time that we 

are celebrating Hashem’s immeasurable gift, are we not 

also expressing joy and enthusiasm over the fact, that 

Chasdei Hashem we as a nation accepted the Torah with 

love? 

 The Kotzker Rebbe Zt’l answers this with a 

fundamental principle, one that is truly all encompassing; 

both for this special Yom Tov and beyond: The Yom Tov 

of Shavuos could not be called “Zman Kabbolas 

Torasainu”, for a very important reason. When it comes 

to the giving of the Torah, Hakodosh Boruch Hu, gave 

and gives each year, the Torah to all of Klal Yisroel 

equally. The Jewish people as one nation received it then, 

and will Bezras Hashem receive it this year once again. 

The Yom Tov for the entire Klal Yisroel as a whole is 

appropriately therefore named ‘the time of the giving of 

the Torah.’  

 However, when it comes to the acceptance of the 

Torah, that is not something that is being done equally by 

all of Klal Yisroel at all. The Kabbolas HaTorah is being 

accepted by each and every individual in our nation very 

differently. How can the Yom Tov therefore be 

collectively named “Kabbolas HaTorah” when in reality 

this acceptance is going to be vastly different for each and 

every Jew? The Kabbolah of Hashem’s enormous gift is 

dependent on each individual on a personal level and how 

he himself or she herself will come towards this 

auspicious day. 

 This brings us to an extremely important point 

about this Yom Tov, that unfortunately is not known by  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

everyone and it is surely therefore a Mitzvah to make it 

known: The Shelah Hakadosh teaches us that Shavuos is 

actually a Rosh Hashonah for Klal Yisroel. 

Chazal teach us that Shavuos is Rosh Hashonah on the 

fruits of the tree; but the Shelah reveals to us that this is 

not only referring to the fruits on the trees in the fields. It 

also alludes to the trees that are Klal Yisroel themselves. 

As the Torah says “for man is (like) the tree of the field”. 

Just like the fruits of the physical trees are judged on 

Shavuos, Klal Yisroel’s spiritual fruits from each 

individual are being judged as well at this very great time.  

 The idea is as follows: In the way that the Jew 

connects himself to the Torah and everything within it at 

this time that will affect his connection to it for the rest of 

the year! The very important Avodah of achieving this 

can be accomplished in two different ways: 

 Firstly, by throwing oneself into the Torah. All 

night of Shavuos and then as much as one can over the 

two days of Yom Tov, one should immerse himself with 

joy in Hashem’s Torah. Secondly, through the Seudos of 

Yom Tov. Through the songs and the special meals 

together with one’s family, that itself is one of the 

greatest ways that one accepts the Torah with love.  

 Besides being an inspiration for the upcoming 

time, this principle is really a yesod for all of life. 

Hashem gives us all opportunities of greatness day in and 

day out, day and night; the immense wealth of Torah and 

Mitzvos are being showered upon everyone equally all of 

their lives. Yet each and every Jew separately relates to 

that opportunity in his or her own unique and special 

way; and each Jew individually has his special connection 

and Kabbolas HaTorah every moment of his life. 

 May it be the will of our Father in Heaven that 

we all merit to truly connect to the Torah and to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, in the greatest way that we can, 

and thereby merit all the endless blessings that He wants 

to give us forever and ever…BSD       

 

Divrei Torah and Mussar on the Yomim Tovim             
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