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Now You Know 
When Yosef sent wagons back to 
Yaakov in the end of Beraishis, it was 
a signal to him that the last thing they 

learned was the topic of ‘egla arufa,’ 
the beheaded calf. 

It is a procedure carried out when a 
corpse is found and it is unknown who 

killed him.  The elders of the city must 
wash their hands and say that they 
did not allow him to leave their city 
unaccompanied, thus making him a 

mark for bandits. 

By accompanying someone you offer 
them protection.  When Yaakov said 
to Yosef, “Go, and I will send you to 

Shechem,” the commentaries explain 
that he would escort him part of the 
way.  Otherwise, how could he “send 

him” after he’d already gone? This 
was how Yaakov taught Yosef the 
topic of egla arufa. 

In this week’s Parsha, HaShem said to 
Moshe, “Go, and I will send you to 

Pharaoh.”  This meant that HaShem 
was not sending Moshe on a perilous 
mission alone.  Rather, HaShem would 

accompany him to keep him safe and 
help him succeed. 

It is not only Moshe to whom HaShem 
made this promise.  He walks with 

each of us even when we don’t realize 
it.  We are constantly in the shadow of 
G-d, under His Divine, if subtle, 
protection. 

Thought of the week: 

You may feel like you’re 
falling but G-d loves you 
too much to let you down. 

(AK-K:A TWMw) „.OYTB OHL sEYW ... WARY YK YHYW  .DAM WMCEYW OEH BRYW ,TDLYML OYQLA BUYYW‰ 
“G-d was very good to the midwives and the nation multiplied and grew very strong. 
And it was because the midwives feared G-d, He made houses for them.” (Exod. 1:20-21) 

When Pharaoh commanded the midwives Shifra and Puah, who we know were 
actually Yocheved and Miriam, to kill the Jewish babies, not only did they not listen to 
him, but they risked their lives to nourish and care for the babies.   

They told Pharaoh that the Jewish women were capable of having children without 
their assistance and by the time they got there the babies were off the birthing tables 
and they could not carry out his murderous command. 

The Torah says that HaShem was pleased with this and He was good to them.  Rashi 
says the reward was what happened in the next posuk, that He made them houses.  
This refers to the houses of Kehuna, Priesthood, which Yocheved’s son Aharon 
received, and of Malchus, Kingship, which was received by Miriam’s children who were 
from the ruling Tribe of Yehuda. 

The Daas Zekainim asks on Rashi’s opinion that the Torah interposes the fact that the 
Jewish nation flourished before mentioning the houses.  If their reward was to be the 
houses, why the interruption?   

He therefore suggests that Pharaoh had suspected them of lying.  However, when the 
Jewish people grew exponentially, it was clear that these two midwives could not be at 
every birth, so the population explosion backed up what they had told Pharaoh.  It was 
this confirmation which was the “goodness” the previous posuk meant. 

The Ohr HaChaim offers another interpretation which could explain Rashi’s approach 
and answer the Daas Zekainim’s question. He says that as the nation grew, the 
midwives had many more opportunities to care for the infants.  Their merits therefore 
grew, and through these merits, they were worthy of the houses of leadership. 

Now we can understand why the Torah interposes the fact that the Jews multiplied 
before it says how HaShem was good to the midwives.  It was precisely because the 
Jewish population exploded and they had to do much more kindness despite the risk 
that Yocheved and Miriam earned the reward they were given.   

This is a lesson for our lives as well.  Sometimes things happen for our benefit which 
we can’t understand.  “What’s this doing here?  It’s throwing everything off!”  However, 
in truth, this is the event or experience that enables us to grow, achieve, and progress.  
It’s often because of the things that seem to be intrusive that we make it to the next 
level.  

Just as the midwives were blessed and rewarded because of the extra test and burden 
HaShem sent their way, if we rise to the occasion we, too, can be worthy of greatness. 

A well-to-do fellow once complained to R’ Yoel Teitelbaum z”l, the Satmar Rav.  

“It seems like people come to collect money from me constantly.  There is a never-
ending stream of meshulachim at my door, asking for donations.  It’s very difficult; I 
have my own family to worry about.  What should I do?” 

The Satmar Rav looked at the man with a soft smile.  “You should continue to give.  
And my bracha to you is that you should always remain on THAT side of the door.” 
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