
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ויראפרשת   – Just what they need 

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

ְפנ םַויִּ שָּׁ שִּ  ּו מִּ ֲאנָּׁ ה ְוַאּו ְסד  יְֵּלכים וַ הָָּֽׁ הָּׁ מָּׁ מֵּ  ּנּוד  ם עו  ְברָּׁ ְפנֵּ ע  ('' כב)יח: ה'י ד לִּ  
 
 

And the “men” turned from there and went to Sedom; and Avrohom was still Davening 
to Hashem  

 

In this weeks Sedra we learn about Avrohom Avinu’s greatness in Chessed. Simply by reading 
through the Pesukim that describe how much Avrohom waited for his guests and how well 
he treated them when they came, you can see his obvious greatness in Chessed. 

Rav Aaron Kotler points out another part of the Parsha that highlights his Chessed. That is, 
when he Davened for Sedom. Those who understand the human psyche, understand how 
difficult it must have been for Avrohom to show compassion for the people of Sedom. Just 
think about it, they stood for the exact opposite of what Avrohom stood for! He was kind, 
they were cruel. He personified Chessed, they did what they could to dissuade guests from 
coming. And yet, in spite of his natural tendency to “look the other way” when Hashem 
wanted to destroy them, Avrohom Avinu found within himself compassion for them and 
Davened for them. 

From here you can see, writes Rav Aaron, how important it is to Daven for others. Because it 
is a great act of Chessed, just as Avrohom Avinu has shown us. 

Of course, Avrohom Avinu was a great Tzadik, but how can we better understand this ability 
to rise above his own natural feelings for Sedom and turn his heart towards them with 
Chessed and Daven for them? 

The important thing to know is, Chessed is not about what we fancy doing for others. It’s 
about what the other person needs. It is easy to look around for good deeds that we can do. 
It’s much harder to look beyond our own ego and ourselves, and recognise the other persons 
needs and look to fill them. 

When Tzoros happen in the world רח''ל we are not always in position to physically help out. 
But we can still Daven for the people effected and for what they need. Davening for others is 
a selfless act of Chessed. It is truly looking outside of oneself to help others. 

That’s perhaps why Avrohom Avinu was able to Daven for Sedom. Because he was Ish 
Hachessed. The true example of someone who looks beyond himself and focuses on what the 
other person needs. Thus, Avrohom Avinu looked at Sedom with compassion and Davened 
for the salvation that they needed. 

A Rov in Eretz Yisroel was once collecting for a very poor family whom he knew well. The 
family lived in Meah Shearim and the father was a big Talmid Chochom. Although this Rov 
had some good friends who he could potentially ask for money, he waited for the right 
moment to ask them. 

One friend came to visit Eretz Yisroel for Succos. The Rov went over to his Dira and they 
schmoosed for a while. When the Rov got up to leave, he decided, “Now is the time!” And he 
briefly explained the poor family’s plight and how they struggled with the basic necessities 
for Yom tov. 

His friend looked up from his relaxed position on the comfortable couch and said, “Here’s a 
hundred dollars. Tell the guy he can buy himself a new hat for Yom Tov.” 

The Rov looked at his friend surprised. “Oh,” he said, “So, you going to tell me how to make 
hat soup?” 

The friend raised his eyebrows. “Hat soup?? What?!” 

The Rov explained, “You gave me money for this guy to buy himself a hat. But that’s not what 
he needs. They don’t need a new hat. They need food. You wanted to get him a hat so you 
gave me money for a hat! That’s not Chessed! You’re not attending to their needs; you’re just 
doing the Chessed that you want to do! Unless you intended to give them food by buying 
them a hat – in that case please tell me the recipe for hat soup!!” 

Humbled, the friend agreed to the rebuke and immediately gave a lot more money to cover 
the family’s basic expenses. 

Chessed is about what others need. Not about what we want to give. 


