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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Gemara (Taanis 27b) relates that Avraham asked Hashem 
what would happen to Bnei Yisroel if they sinned. Would they be 
destroyed like the generation of the Mabul or the Migdal Bavel ? 
Hashem replied that their Korbanos would provide a Kaparah. 
What about when there would be no Beis HaMikdash ? Avraham 
asked. “Then,” Hashem replied, “whenever they would read the 
Parshios dealing with Korbanos I would deem it as if they 
offered the Korbanos before me and I will forgive their sins”. The 
Gemara (Berachos 10b) states that if one provides hospitality to a  
Talmid Chochom it is as if he offered a Korban Tamid. Elsewhere 
Chazal state that if one is jnan a Chasan it is equivalent to a 
Korban Todah; if one puts on Tefillin and says Krias Shema and 
Shemonah Esrei it is as if he built a Mizbeyach and offered a 
Korban upon it; if one gives wine to a Talmid Chochom it is the 
same as a Nesech; taking the Lulav is as if he offered a Korban; 
and one who fasts is deemed to have offered his blood and fat on 
the Mizbeyach. The Daas Zekainim (Tosafos) comments on the 
words: u,ut chreh sgun kvt j,p kt that one may not simply pay 
the Kohen and have him “take care”of the whole Korban, but 
rather the icrev kgc must himself acquire the animal and walk it 
to the entrance of the Beis HaMikdash. At the same time, Tosafos 
points out (vnvcv in) that Hashem did not obligate Bnei Yisroel to 
go off to the forests and work hard to obtain animals for a 
Korban, but required only those animals (sheep and cattle) that 
were readily available. A third observation of the Daas Zekainim 
on the words: tyj, hf apb explains that the tyj is attributed to 
the Nefesh, using a parable which shows that a king will be more 
lenient with a sinner who is a stranger, than with one who is close 
to him. So too, when the Beis HaMikdash stood, a certain amount 
of effort was required for a Korban to achieve Kaparah, as Bnei 
Yisroel were close to Hashem. After the Churban however, as 
“strangers”, less is expected of us, and we are able to achieve 
Kaparah in the many ways that are “as if” we offered a Korban. 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
If one gave a check to a poor person, but the check was never 
cashed, has he nevertheless fulfilled the mitzvah of Tzedakah ? 

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When would one not “Klap” in ubk jkx ? )  
The Rivevos Ephraim (8:87:5) cites the Mekor Chaim (115) 
which says that on those days when Tachanun is not said, one 
should also not “Klap” in the brocho of ubk jkx  at ubtyj hf or 
ubgap hf.       

DIN'S CORNER:  
It is forbidden to give one’s animal or pet to a non-Jew over 
Pesach if he knows that the non-Jew will feed it Chometz. If he 
doesn’t know, he need not suspect it. However, the best strategy 
is to sell the animal to the non-Jew in a bona fide, legally 
effective manner, and the non-Jew would then take the animal 
and feed it as he pleases. (MB 448:32-33)  

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Mechilta quotes R' Yishmael who says that whenever the 
Torah uses the word "ot"  (if), it is a voluntary reference except 
for 3 places:  1) hk vag, ohbct jczn ot, where it is a cuhj to build 
a jczn; 2) vuk, ;xf ot, where one has a cuhj to lend money to 
those in need; and 3) ohrufhc ,jbn chre, otu, which was the 
Korban Omer, an obligatory Korban. The Gemara (Sotah 3a) 
states R' Yishmael’s opinion regarding 3 mitzvos which use the 
word "ot" (warning one’s wife against seclusion with another 
man; a Kohen’s ability to make himself tny for a deceased 
relative; and the prohibition against freeing a gentile slave) that 
are also voluntary. Tosafos asks, won’t there be 3 mitzvos now 
missing from the 613 ? The Chasam Sofer (Gittin 38a) cites an 
answer given by R’ Avrohom Brody that R’ Yishmael is 
consistent with his opinion in Menachos (28a) where he says that 
the four tzitzis on each of the four corners of a garment are really 
a fulfillment of four mitzvos, thus filling in the missing three. 
Chasam Sofer asks, how is this different from eating several ,hzf 
slices of a Korban Pesach, where although one fulfills a mitzvah 
with each slice, it could not be said that each slice is a separate 
mitzvah in the 613 mitzvos. Panim Masbiros points out that this is 
exactly the difference that R’ Yishmael intended. When one eats 
several ,hzf slices of the Korban Pesach, he is merely duplicating 
the same deed several times, which collectively fulfill the mitzvah 
of Korban Pesach. However, according to R’ Yishmael, each of 
the four tzitzis is a separate fulfillment of a distinct mitzvah and 
should therefore be listed as such in the ,uumnv ihbn.   

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A university study of 250 millionaires was once conducted to determine 
what made them successful. Each of them was shadowed by a student  
who documented their daily routines and behavior for several months. 
The students then got together and compared notes. The reports on 
249 of the subjects were basically the same – they were constantly 
engaged in out-maneuvering their competitors, industrial spying and 
safeguarding business secrets. Only one had no enemies or disputes 
with competitors. When asked to explain, he told them that initially, his 
father’s business advice had always been: “Set your goals, and then 
achieve them no matter the price”, which he had followed carefully. But 
a number of years ago he had arranged an international diversity tour 
for his business network, and one of the countries they had visited had 
been Israel. The tour guide took them into a very crowded area in 
Yerushalayim and asked them to estimate what facilities would be 
needed to support a student body of 6,000. They calculated that a 
campus of 150,000 square meters and a staff of 350-400 would be 
required.  He then took them on a tour of Yeshivas Mir, which sat on an 
area of 3,000 square meters and was administered by 20 people. The 
students took up every spare inch in the building and paid the tourists 
no attention. They then met R’ Noson Tzvi Finkel ZTL and asked him 
how such a place was run. He answered that one fundamental 
difference between man and animal is that an animal goes after what it 
wants even if it tramples on others; a man tries to avoid hurting others. 
“At that point, I realized that my father’s advice was for animals, and I 
wanted to behave like a man. I have not suffered at all for that change”.  
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Sternberg family.  


