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This week's פרשה starts with the topic of 
the Yidden going to war with other 
nations, their enemies. The תורה allows 
one to marry a prisoner of war providing 
that he follow all the detailed laws 
enumerated in the פסוק. The פרשה then 
states that if the person who married 
this woman doesn't want her any 
longer, he needs to send her 
away and cannot sell her as a 
slave. The פסוק then talks 
about a situation where one 
despises his firstborn son and 
doesn ' t want to bequeath the 
inheritance due to him. The פרשה then 
continues and describes a situation 
where there is a wayward son and how to 
deal with him. 

 explains that all of the above topics רש״י
in the פרשה are related. If someone 
marries a prisoner he will eventually hate 
her, hate her son, and then have a 
wayward son. 

The first פסוק of this פרשה uses the 
following wording: כי תצא למלחמה על איביך- 
when you will wage war on your enemies. 
There's a saying; "with such friends who 
needs enemies." Why is it necessary for 
t h e פסוק to add the words על איביך 

- on your enemies, who else 
does one wage war against? 

We need to digress to a 
d i f ferent top ic to bet ter 

understand the current פסוק. 

The five connections: 

One is born lacking in completion; his 
soul is not complete. We are all aware of 
the גמרא and many other sources that 
state that one is born with half of his 
 the second half he later finds with ,נשמה
his future spouse. When the two connect 
and get married there is a complete 
 goes so far to say that an גמרא The .נשמה
unmarried individual is a פלג גופא - half a 
body. In essences, one is not whole until 
he connects to one who completes the 
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half that he is lacking. One can literally 
feel lacking and incomplete until he 
marries, as seen daily in life. When one 
often feels conflicted with others or 
himself, it is his feeling of lacking or void 
that is causing all of the conflict. 

There are a five types of connections that 
one could have in order to achieve a 
complete נשמה which enables him to do 
 fully. The following are the five עבודת השם
connections: Friend, Rav, Parents, 
Spouse, and Hashem.  

Everyone is aware of the 
connection with a spouse 
and the connection with 
H a s h e m , b u t n o t 
everyone is aware of the 
s ign ificance o f the o ther 
connections. Yet, it is conceptually 
and practically real.

Friend: A true friendship is one that is 
based on נה אמו , unders tand ing , 
connection, and care. We find such type 
of friendship in תנ"ך such as דוד and יונתן. 
They were there for each other in all 
circumstances. It is not referring to so 
called friends that the extent of the 
relationship is to smile and greet each 
other. It is also not referring to a friend 
that one parties and has a good time 
with. There is definitely nothing wrong 
with having a true friend and also having 
a good time with him, but if it's only the 

good time, it is not a true friendship; it is a 
relationship with and for benefits. 

Rav: There is a connection that a תלמיד 
has with his Rav that goes above the 
technical aspect of just asking questions. 
The relationship of a Rav and his תלמיד is 
that the Rav gives to his תלמיד, as well as 
the תלמיד gives to his Rav. We see in a 
true relationship of a Rav and תלמיד that 
there are fundamental life changes in the 

pa r t i c i pan t o f such a 
relationship. If it's just a 

relationship of technical 
means it isn't life altering for 
the תלמיד. 

Parents: The relationship 
with parents is something one 
is born into. It is sometimes 

more complicated for one to 
deal with. However, the תורה clearly 
states in בראשית when discussing 
marriage; על כן יעזוב איש את אביו ואת אימו 
 one should leave his father - ודבק באשתו
and mother and attach to his wife. We 
see from this statement two points. One, 
that parents give their child something 
fundamental, which will be explained 
soon. Second, that one can receive that 
fundamental connection from his wife, as 
Hashem wouldn't make a person leave 
his parents and leave a void. The פסוק 
connotes this concept as it writes these 
two together; one leaving parents and 
attaching to one's wife. 

it is not a true 
friendship; it is a 
relationship with 
and for benefits
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What is that fundamental connection 
parents give their child? Both parents 
give something different to their child. A 
mother gives her child a place in her 
heart and a father gives the security and 
structure. A child who feels a place in his 
mother's heart is emotionally healthy and 
is able to function in life. A child that 
doesn't have a place in his mother's heart 
for whatever reason, has a difficult time 
functioning well. 

Spouse: A husband is commanded 
by the תורה to find a mother 
within his wife; a place in her 
heart just like his mother 
had for him until now.  
One who follows this can 
function well and one 
who doesn't will have a 
harder time functioning to his 
fullest extent. The connection that 
one has with his wife encompasses all of 
the connections. A wife is a mother, she is 
a friend, a Rav; as she helps her husband 
be closer to Hashem, and is like Hashem 
 as she brings about peace and כביכול
 A frum Jewish home is a .השראת השכינה
 .מקדש מעט

Hashem: The connection to Hashem is 
the most abstract but it need not be that 
way. Hashem gave us all the other 
connections so that we have a concept of 
what a connection is supposed to feel 
and be like. The primary way one forms a 

true connection with Hashem is by talking 
to Him daily like one speaks with a friend. 
This subject is vast and deep. ר׳ נחמן of 
Breslov greatly expands on this in his ספר 
 .ליקוטי מוהר״ן

One needs a connection not only with his 
wife, but with the other four relationships 
as well, to truly function well. We see this 
concept from the following:

One of the seven ברכות we say 
at a חופה and at any 

subsequent meal within the 
following seven days, is the 
 We say .אשר ברא of ברכה
many words that connote 
connection. Some of the 

words are ,אהבה, ואחוה, שלום 
 The next words are .ורעות
 .מהרה ה׳

All of these words can indicate the five 
connections one needs to live with. אהבה 
refers to one's wife as we find this word 
mentioned in many places in the תורה 
regarding one's wife. The word אחוה 
refers to one's parents as this word 
means brotherhood which is family; 
parents. The word שלום refers to one's 
Rav as תלמידי חכמים bring peace in this 
world and bring peace between man and 
Hashem. The word רעות - friendship 
refers to one's connection with a friend as 
the simple translation of this word 

A 
husband is 

commanded by the 
 to find a תורה

mother within his 
wife
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indicates. The ברכה then adds מהרה ה׳; 
this indicates that the connection to 
Hashem is above all, yet includes all 
other connections as well. The four 
connections are the foundation to the 
connection of Hashem. One cannot 
properly connect to Hashem when 
lacking in the other four connections. 

One who is connected with אמונה to all of 
the above mentioned connections is truly 
happy and content. The initials of the 
words אהבה, ואחוה, שלום, ורעות 
combine into a word of אושר - 
happy and content. 

We now return to the 
explanation of this week's 
w פרשה i th a be t te r 
understanding. The תורה 
states that when כי תצא למלחמה - 
one will find himself in conflict, an 
emotional or connection conflict, it is 
due to על איביך - on matters of the 
letters in the word איביך. The א stands for 
one's wife as the word אשה. The י refers 
to Hashem's name as that is the first 
letter in His name. The ב refers to one's 
parents as the numerical value is two - for 
the two parents one has. The next י refers 
to one's Rav from the word יורה. Finally, 
the last letter of ך refers to one's friend as 
the word חבר starts with same sound.  

When one is in conflict he needs to 
examine which of the five connections is 
problematic. The conflict will resolve once 
the connection is worked through. The 
 describes what happens when one תורה
doesn't resolve his conflicts; he will 
despise his wife and children. The reason 
t h a t h i s f a m i l y w i l l s u f f e r t h e 
consequences of his conflicts is because 
there is no running away from them. One 
can avoid a friend, Rav, mostly  parents 
a s w e l l , and even Hashem, but 

a wife and children 
one cannot avoid; 

hence the conflict will 
man i fes t i t se l f a t 
home. Eventually, this 

can unfortunately lead 
to wayward children 

as the child will not 
have a place in his 
mother's heart or the 

stability of his father as 
they are in conflict. 

In summary: one needs to have five 
healthy connections. A lack in one of 
them leads to conflict, especially in one's 
home. It also leads to difficulty with one's 
children. One needs and has a 'mother' in 
his wife as he left his parents per 
command of the תורה. One who is 
connected and has a good connection 
with his wife achieves true happiness, 

stability, and fulfillment.   
א גוט שבת

One who is 
connected with 

 to all of the above אמונה
mentioned connections 

is truly happy and 
content


