
Sukkah Beautiful 

We love decorating our Sukkah walls with beautiful pictures of Tzadikim and ordinary Yidden. 

Even more beautiful, are the many guests who are welcomed into our Sukkos, to share our 

Yomtov joy. Indeed, having guests in the Sukkah seems as much a part of Sukkos, as the walls 

and Schach. The Heiligeh Divrei Chaim, R’ Chaim Sanzer, zt”l would boast about how beautifully 

decorated his Sukkah was in honor of the Yomtov, not with pictures and brightly colored hangings, 

but with his open door that welcomed any and all to enjoy and partake in Simchas Yomtov. 

Chazal taught the idea of going out from our  דירת קבע– our solidly built, permanent dwelling, into 

the דירת עראי – the temporary structure of the Sukkah. R’ Avrohom Pam, zt”l saw this as a 

reference to one’s state of mind and outlook on life. Most people are completely centered on 

attending to their own personal needs. They design their lives to fit around satisfying their desires 

and fulfilling their own hopes and ambitions. From time to time, they will take notice of the needs 

of others and do their part for humanity. Their personal needs and desires are their דירת קבע.  On 

occasion, they’ll step into their דירת עראי and care for the needs of the community or individuals. 

Sukkos challenges us to view the secure  דירת קבעas a temporary arrangement and make the 

flimsy Sukkah our place of permanence. The idea is to realize that life doesn’t have to be mostly 

about ourselves. Doing for the רבים and looking out for the needs of others is where our main 

focus should be. Of what use is there to just spend your life on an endless treadmill of amassing 

fortune and racking up mileage from one pastime to another? In the end, there remains little to 

show for all the effort. How many families were you able to bring relief to? How many smiles did 

you bring to sullen faces? How much hope and optimism did you foster through your efforts?  That 

will never go away. Not in this world and not in the next. Beyond the threshold of your own day-

to-day pursuits, lie boundless opportunities for true happiness and satisfaction.  

All of life in this world is temporary. The real דירת קבע awaits, in the עולם הנצחי of Olam HaBa. 

Learn from the Mitzvoh of Sukkah and decorate your temporary, temporal walls with the beautiful 

decorations of the many people who benefit from your generosity and compassion. 

A regular part of the Sukkos joy in Yerushalayim of old, was a visit to the wondrous Sukka of the 

Chernobler dynasty. It had passed from the generations on Russian soil to the revered 

descendants who brought it to Yerushalayim. The intricate carvings and phrases on the walls 

were marvels of artistic beauty that left the elite Mekubalim of Yerushalayim in breathless ecstasy.  

When the wonder-Sukka didn’t go up one year and the Rebbe sat in an ordinary Sukka, it caused 

quite a stir and much speculation. It wasn’t till months later that the mystery was solved. The 

previous winter had been particularly harsh on the impoverished residents of the holy city. Food 

and firewood were scarce. The cold and hunger was made even more unbearable with an 

outbreak of severe infection and illness that struck the most vulnerable, Yerushalayim’s 

kinderlach. The Rebbe saw the despair on a neighbor’s face. The fellow was desperate. His child 

had been diagnosed with a severe eye infection that could have devastating and permanent 

consequences, if not carefully treated. The child required daily, hot baths. There was hardly a 

stick of firewood to be had, at any price. The Rebbe immediately took an axe and ran up to the 

roof of his house. He undid the covers that protected the walls of his Heiligeh Sukkah and, without 

hesitation, proceeded to chop the boards into strips of lumber! The fellow was thunderstruck! The 



Rebbe urged him not to waste a moment and use the wood to heat up water for the required 

baths, without delay. The life and well-being of a young child was surely more precious than even 

the most beautiful Sukkah in the world. 

Enjoy the most Geshmak Simchas Yom Tov money can buy – someone else’s Yomtov joy.  

A Freilichen Yomtov and a Gut Yur, yk  

L’Ravcha D’Milsa Weekly Almanac 

Tuesday, Shabbos HaMoed-13 Tishrei 

R’ Akiva Eiger (1761-1837). A descendent of the Eshel Avraham, he was born in Eisenstadt. He 

married the daughter of Reb Itzik Margolies, one of the wealthiest Jews of 

Lisa. Because of a fire in 1791, his father-in-law lost all of his possessions, 

and Rav Akiva Eiger was forced into the rabbinate. In 1814, he took the 

position in Posen, a position he kept for the rest of his life. He was the father-

in-law of the Chasam Sofer. He wrote close to 1000 responsa, half of which 

have been published. 

 

 

Rav Shmuel, the Rebbe Maharash (1834-1882). The 7th and youngest son of the Tzemach 

Tzedek, he became the 4th Rebbe of Lubavitch after the passing of his father in 1866. 

Rav Yisrael Friedman, the Sadigerer Rebbe (1853-1907). After Reb Yisrael was niftar, all 5 of 

his sons became Rebbes: Reb Aharon (the Kedushas Aharon), Reb Shalom Yosef of Chernovitz, 

Reb Avraham Yaakov (the next Rebbe of Sadigerer), Reb Yitzchak of Rimanov and Reb Shlomo 

Chaim (Reb Shlomenu). 

 Rav Chaim Berlin (1832-1912). Born in Volozhin to Rav Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin (the Netziv), 

he became a Rav in Moscow in 1865). In 1889, he returned to Volozhin, 

where he served as Av Beis Din. In 1906, he moved to Yerushalyim, 

where - in 1909 - he served as Chief Rabbi of the Azhkenazi community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, 1st Day Sukkos 

Yaakov Avinu [some say on this day he was brought to in Me’oras HaMachpelah for burial] 

 

 

 



Sunday, Chol HaMoed Sukkos-18 Tishrei 

Rabbi Nachman of Breslav, born to Feige, grand-daughter of the Ba'al Shem Tov, and Simcha, 

son of Nachman of Horodenka, the Ba'al Shem Tov's close friend, in Mezhbizh. (1772-1810). He 

contracted tuberculosis at some point between 1806 and 1810, a period during which he lost his 

son, daughter, and wife. He moved from Breslav to Uman in May of 1810, and died there five 

months later. 

Monday, Chol HaMoed -19 Tishrei 

 Rav Eliyahu ben Shlomo Zalman, the Vilna Gaon (1720-1797). At the age of seven he gave 

his first public discourse and displayed a fully developed intellect. By the 

time he was ten he had advanced to the point where he no longer 

needed a teacher. At the age of 35 he was approached by one of the 

leading sages of that time, Rabbi Yonason Eybschutz, to act as an 

intermediary in the conflict between him and another great sage, Rabbi 

Yakov Emden. The Gaon's son testified that for fifty years his father did 

not sleep for more than two hours in a twenty-four hour period. His 

breadth of knowledge was amazing. He was capable of stating from 

memory the number of times any sage was mentioned in any particular 

book of the Talmud. His knowledge of both the revealed and the hidden 

parts of the Torah was beyond compare. The Gaon considered secular 

knowledge to be a vital adjunct to Torah study. He was knowledgeable in almost all secular fields 

and authored books on grammar and mathematics. Among his many writings is Aderes Eliyahu, 

a commentary on Chumash. 

Rav Yaakov Yitzchak, the Yid Hakadosh of P’shischa (1766-1813). A talmid of the Chozeh of 

Lublin, he was the rebbi of Rav Simchah Bunim of P’shischa. Other important disciples of his 

included Rav Menachem Mendel of Kotzk, Rav Yitzchak Meir of Ger, Rav Chanoch Heinich of 

Alexander, Rav Yitzchak of Vorki and Rav Yissachar Ber of Radoshitz. Rav Yaakov Yitzchak 

initiated a new path in Chassidus, the service of G-d through Torah study together with prayer. 

He thus founded a Polish version of Chassidus, which assigned a greater importance to Torah 

study and the role of scholars, and started to campaign against the superficiality and ignorance 

which had developed within Chasidism. 

Tuesday, Chol HaMoed-20Tishrei 

Rav Eliezer Papo, author of Peleh Yoetz and Damesek Eliezer (1785-1828). Born in Sarajevo, 

he led the community of Selestria, Bulgaria, and died early at the age of 41. He is considered the 

exemplary spokesman of the Sephardic musar tradition of the eighteenth century. He promised 

in his will that, “Whoever comes to my grave in purity after immersing in a mikveh, and prays with 

a broken heart, I guarantee him that his prayer will be accepted.” As such, his kever in Silestra, 

Bulgaria, is the destination of hundreds of visitors annually. His talmid muvhak was Rav 

Yoshiyahu Pinto. 
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