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1. This week’s Sidra continues with the Laws of Korbonos, and also tells of the induction of 

Aharon and his sons as the Kohannim, commanded by HaShem to represent the Jewish 

People in the Mikdash.  

2. Every morning and evening, a Korban Olah is to be brought on behalf of the entire 

Jewish Nation and is to be burned on the Great Copper Altar.  It is called the “Korban 

Tommid” because it is to be brought every single day.  (The word “Tommid” means 

“continual” or “constant.”)  No private Korbonos can be brought before the morning 

Korban Tommid (teaching us that the interests of the community come before the 

interests of the individual) nor can any Korban be brought after the evening Korban 

Tommid (no individual is to place himself outside of the community).  Every day, before 

the morning Korban Tommid, the ashes are to be removed from the Altar and new wood 

is to be arranged on it.  (Each new day, our Divine Service is to be undertaken with 

freshness and eagerness.) 

3. The fire on the Altar is to burn continually and is never to be allowed to go out.  In fact, 

this fire burned on the Altar of the Mishkan (in its various sites) uninterruptedly until the 

Consecration of the great Beis HaMikdash built by King Solomon, when a wondrous fire 

from Heaven came down and thus inaugurated the new Altar there.  This continual fire 

symbolizes for us that our dedication to serve HaShem shall be enthusiastic and warm, 

and that we shall resolve never to let this warmth be extinguished. 

4. In addition to the twice-daily Korban Tommid there is to be a twice-daily Korban Mincha, 

a Korban that includes a measure of fine flour, brought by the Kohen Ga’dol on behalf of 

the entire Nation.  A similar Korban is to be brought by each Kohen Ordinary on the day 

that he first serves in the Mikdash (signifying that his duties, too, are carried out on 

behalf of the Nation).  Whereas the animal Korban Tommid symbolizes the subjugation 

of our physical being to a life of obedience to HaShem, the Korban Mincha, consisting of 

flour, olive oil and frankincense (a sweet-smelling resin) symbolizes how we are to 

dedicate all our material substance to the service of HaShem. 

5. The Sidra continues with further laws of the Korban Chattos, the Korban Oshom and the 

Korban Shelommim that were described in last week’s Sidra.  As its name implies, this 

last-named Korban is brought by someone who is “at peace” — it is not like a Korban 

Chattos or a Korban Oshom which are brought so as to help a person achieve atonement 

for any sin.  The Korban Shelommim is brought by a person who, though lacking 

nothing materially, feels that he wishes to come even closer to HaShem, to be at peace 
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and in harmony with Him.  This spiritual desire finds expression and fulfilment through 

the powerful emotions that are aroused in the process of bringing a Korban Shelommim. 

6. The feelings of supreme happiness and genuine peace of mind that this Korban helps to 

express and achieve can be attained only by those who live their lives by the Torah of 

HaShem and who are loyal to His Mitzvos.  Consequently, although everyone is eligible 

to bring a Korban Olah, only the people of HaShem’s Chosen Nation, the People of the 

Torah, can bring the Korban Shelommim. 

7. In addition to the Korban Shelommim, which is a free-willed Korbon, there is another 

type of Shelommim which, on the contrary, we are in duty bound to bring.  This 

“Korban Todah,” the Korban of Thanksgiving, is brought by a person to express his 

gratitude to HaShem for being saved from danger.  There are four categories of people 

who have to bring a Korban Todah.  They are: a person who is released from prison 

where his life was threatened; a person who has journeyed across the desert; a person 

who has crossed the sea; and a person who has recovered from a serious or life-

threatening illness.  (Nowadays, if a person’s life has been saved from any of these 

dangers, he recites a special Brochoh, called the   ִּלמֵ גוֹ ת הַ כַ ְר ב   (in Shule) and thus 

publicly acknowledges HaShem’s kindness to him.  This is our way of expressing our 

gratitude to HaShem, unable as we are at present to bring a Korban Todah.)  

8. Various other laws concerning Korbonos are given in this week’s Sidra, including the 

prohibition against eating the meat of Korbonos when Tommay; which parts of the 

Korbonos belong to the Kohen; the time limits within which different Korbonos have to 

be eaten; what is to be done with any meat that remains of a Korban beyond the set 

time-limits and to the meat of a spoiled or disqualified Korbon. 

9. All Korbonos have one thing in common: their blood is sprinkled on the Altar and certain 

parts are burned on the Altar.  Although only a very minute proportion of all animals 

slaughtered for food can be Korbonos, the prohibition against eating these Korban-parts 

applied — and still does apply — to all sheep and cattle.  (Because of the considerable 

amount of such forbidden meat that is contained in the hindquarters of Korban-animals, 

and because of the severity of the prohibition of our eating these Korban-parts, in many 

countries — England included — we do not eat at all any of the hindquarters of the 

sheep and cattle slaughtered for food.)  Similarly, we are strictly forbidden to partake of 

the blood of any animal or bird and therefore all meat is soaked, well-salted to draw out 

any blood and then thoroughly rinsed before it is cooked.  (We are not allowed to eat 

even a blood-spotted egg.)  Although the prohibitions against eating the forbidden parts 

of an animal, or its blood, are connected with the Laws of Korbonos, they are 

nevertheless independent of these laws inasmuch as they apply to all animals and at all 

times, even when we do not have the Beis HaMikdash.  At the same time, these laws are 

a reminder to us that one day the Beis HaMikdash will be rebuilt and the Divine Service 

will be restored. 
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10. The Sidra continues with the laws and procedures of the inauguration of Aharon and his 

sons as the Kohannim and describes how they were inducted into their high and holy 

office, exactly as HaShem commanded. 

 

 

A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T 

 

Some of the thoughts presented in the  SIDRA OF THE WEEK  of this week (and 

last week’s, as well as some of the coming weeks, too) are taken from the book 

 

OUR  HERITAGE  —  A  SUMMARY  OF  THE  WEEKLY  SIDRA 

by Rabbi Chaim S. Schmahl 

 

Grateful thanks are here expressed to Rabbi Schmahl for his kind and generous 

 permission — so readily given — to make use of his scholarly and eminently readable work. 
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This week’s Haftorah is taken from the Book of Yirmiyohu, Chapter 7, verse 21 till 
Chapter 8, verse 3 and ends with the two verses 22 and 23 of Chapter 9  

 

1. Yirmiyohu HaNovvi was a Kohen who lived during the turbulent times of the last kings 

of Israel.  He saw the reign and then the tragic death of the righteous Yoshiyohu, the 

King of the southern Kingdom of Yehudah.  He lived through the sieges of Yerushalaim 

and was witness to the Destruction of the Beis HaMikdash by Nevuchadnetzar, the King 

of Babylon and the fall of the Jewish State.  Yirmiyohu himself experienced first hand 

the ensuing cruel exile of the Jewish People as they were driven from their country, the 

Land of Israel, to “weep by the Rivers of Babylon.” 

2. The worst of it all was that he had prophesied these events long before they came to 

pass (Yirmiyohu wrote the prophetic Megillas Eichoh long before the events that it 

describes had happened) and he constantly warned of the terrible things that were 

going to happen to the Jewish People if they did not do Teshuvah.   

3. But his warnings fell on deaf ears.  The people were confident in their own strength and 

took courage from their alliances with other kings against the ever-growing threat of 

Babylon, which Yirmiyohu prophesied was ordained to be the stick of HaShem’s wrath 

with which He would beat His errant people.  But the powerful ruling classes who chose 

to go against the Torah, who refused to learn Torah and live by its commandments, 

who selfishly exploited the poor and who followed cults and idolworship — they 

branded Yirmiyohu a scaremonger and a “defeatist” and his life was constantly under 

threat — he was often thrown into the dungeons for proclaiming the word of HaShem.   

4. However, Yirmiyohu had a message to proclaim and he was fearless in speaking out.  

He constantly exhorted the People to return to HaShem and thus save themselves from 

the impending tragedy.  Sadly, to no avail.   

5. The Destruction did come about, exactly as foretold by Yirmiyohu.  Nevuchadnetzar 

appointed the righteous Gedalyoh ben Achikkom to be the Governor of the Land, 

charged with rebuilding Jewish life among the remnants in Judea and ensuring their 

loyalty to Babylon.  But there was an insurrection.  Baalis, the king of Ammon, incited 

Yishmo’el ben Nesanyoh to assassinate Gedalyoh.  Fearing the wrath of Nevuchadnetzar 

the rebels fled to Egypt to escape the impending repercussions of the returning 

Babylonians and Yirmiyohu was dragged down with them.  (See Historical Note.)  (He 

later died at their hands, it is said.)  To Yirmiyohu, however, all this tragedy was so 

much worse, for he had seen it coming and he knew it was all so avoidable!  Yirmiyohu 

constantly tells his listeners that HaShem always beckons to His children to return to 

Him.  If they would but return to a Torah life, they would be spared from His anger.  

6. Although Yirmiyohu is scathing in his criticism of the wayward Jewish People and his 

warnings are harsh and fierce, nevertheless after the calamity that he had tried to avert 
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had come about it is Yirmiyohu who gives comfort and support to his grieving People.  

Indeed, his practical advice saves the Jewish People from falling into unrelieved 

depression; he it is who encourages us never to give up our Torah life.  Even as we are 

in exile, says Yirmiyohu, Jewish life will go on.  “Build for yourselves houses, plant fields 

and vineyards.  And seek the welfare of the country where HaShem sends you, for in its 

peace, you, too, will find peace.”   

7. In these words is the clear exhortation, too, that throughout our dispersion amongst 

the Nations we should — to the best of our abilities and so long as this will not 

compromise our Torah observance, and, of course, if they will but allow us to — 

contribute to the wealth, prosperity and progress of our host countries and not to be 

reclusive nor live in dejected isolation.  Because of these words of Yirmiyohu it has 

come about that whenever they have been permitted to do so, Jewish people have 

played a prominent part, quite out of proportion to their small numbers, in the 

development of ideas and devices to the common good of all mankind.  Whether it be in 

the field of medicine, or the sciences, or the arts, or the humanities, or in trade and 

commerce, or indeed in scholarship and learning and moral guidance and ethics, the 

Jewish contribution to the world’s civilization continues to benefit all peoples.   

8. This week’s Haftorah is one of those dire warnings that made Yirmiyohu so unpopular 

with the ruling classes — especially when contrasted with the brazen lies of the false 

prophets who declared that everything was fine and there was no threat.  In addition, 

and to put things in their contemporary context, it was very difficult to imagine that 

Yerushalaim, this thriving metropolis, could ever be destroyed and desolated, that the 

imposing Beis HaMikdash should be razed to the ground and that foxes should make 

their dens there.  But Yirmiyohu tells the people that their Korbonnos are unacceptable 

to HaShem because they are empty ritual.  (This is the connexion with the Sidra, which 

teaches of the laws of the Korbonnos.)  It would be better to eat the meat of the 

Korbonnos than this false piety of burning good meat on the Mizbayach!  HaShem has 

no need for this kind of insincere “service.”  Where is the contrition, the repentance?   

9. HaShem wants obedience, not sacrifice!  He commands obedience to the Torah, to 

protect the weak and not to exploit the poor and disadvantaged.  “When I took you out 

of Egypt, it wasn’t that you should bring sacrifices to Me!  You are My People only by 

virtue of the Torah and by observing all the Mitzvos of the Torah, by being kind and 

compassionate.”  Deserting the Mitzvos of the Torah leads to all kinds of abominations, 

even to the worst cruel idolworship.  If the People will not return to Torah observance, 

warns Yirmiyohu, HaShem will cause their great cities and centres of population to be 

destroyed, with their inhabitants finding no rest in life nor any peace even in death. 

10. Don’t take false pride in your own cleverness and achievements and don’t rely on your 

own prowess and strength, warns Yirmiyohu.  Anything a person has is only worth 

anything if it is used in the service of HaShem, to carry out His commandments.  If you 

are going to be proud, says Yirmiyohu, be proud in this: that you understand and carry 

out what HaShem wants, namely, to emulate Him in being kind and in doing justice 

and bringing righteousness to the world — these are the things that I want, says 

HaShem.   
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Appended to the Haftorah Sheet of Sidra צו . 
Taken from the Dinnim Sheets for the Three Weeks. 

    

    

    

    

    

    

Freely adapted from an article by S Kramer in the September 1963 issue of “HAMAOR” 

(The Journal of the Federation of Synagogues)  

It must be very difficult for someone who has never made a proper study of our history 

to appreciate the significance of the fast-day on the third of Tishrei associated with the 

name of the nobleman, Gedalyoh the son of Achikkom. 

Most people simply have a vague idea that it is the anniversary of the assassination of 

the Jewish Governor of Judea appointed by Nevuchadnetzar after the destruction of the 

first Beis HaMikdash.  (As a matter of fact, the assassination happened the day before the 

anniversary, on Rosh HaShannah.  Tsom Gedalyoh was fixed to be on the first weekday 

after Rosh HaShannah because we can’t have a public fast day on a Yom Tov.)  Yet we 

see that this tragedy is regarded as so calamitous that it warranted the establishment of 

a special fast-day to mark its anniversary and this date then took its place among the 

commemorations of other turning-points in our history. 

We know the facts from Yirmiyohu HaNovvi, who is best qualified to give us a graphic 

account of this episode and especially so as he himself was there, at Mitzpoh, at the 

time.  After the destruction of Yerushalaim, Yirmiyohu tells us, Mitzpoh had taken the 

place of Yerushalaim as the centre of government.  Thus, even after the destruction of 

the Beis HaMikdash, the state continued to exist, governed in the meantime from 

Mitzpoh.  Gedalyoh had been charged by Nevuchadnetzar with the responsibility for 

rebuilding Jewish life among the remnants in Judea and of ensuring their loyalty to 

Babylonia and as long as there was a Jewish presence and a community in Eretz Yisroel, 

there was hope.  After all, Nevuchadnetzar was here today but he will be gone tomorrow 

and after he was gone there was the possibility of the Jewish people, even though they 

were now dispersed, to return and join the Jewish community in Eretz Yisroel and begin 

the reconstruction of the People on its Holy Land. 

For a few weeks all went well.  But then Baalis, the king of the neighbouring country of 

Ammon, jealous of the new prosperity of the re-emerging Jewish state despite its 

conquest by Nevuchadnetzar, persuaded Yishmo’el, son of Nesanyoh, a scion of the 

royal House of David who had fled to Ammon to take refuge from the Babylonians, to 

return to Judea with the intention of assassinating Gedalyoh.  As a matter of fact, our 

Chachommim do criticise Gedalyoh for his naïveté — for he was informed of the 
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conspiracy but refused to believe it — and they say that even without accepting the 

report as true, he should have suspected the possibility and taken avoiding action.  In 

the event, Yishmo’el ben Nesanyoh claimed that Gedalyoh had no right to be Governor 

when he, Yishmo’el was of the royal House of David.  This, to his thinking, justified his 

jealousy and his anger — and his act of murder.  His opportunity came when the 

Governor held a banquet on the Yom Tov of Rosh HaShannah.  Yishmo’el and his 

followers, after “eating bread with him,” suddenly arose and slaughtered Gedalyoh and 

his retinue.  

The consequence was that the remnants of the Jews, ignoring the pleas and warnings of 

Yirmiyohu, fled to Egypt and thus abandoned the land which had been Divinely 

promised to our forefathers.  For the first time, after so many centuries of Jewish 

settlement, the Holy Land was without an organized Jewish community.  This was the 

final tragic phase in the Churban.  It can thus be said that this major national disaster 

set the seal on the foundations of a Diaspora (that is, the dispersion of the Jewish People 

away from their Homeland) which has lasted to this day.  The inhabitants of the 

Kingdom of Israel had earlier been deported by the Assyrians.  They were taken away, 

dispersed, lost, gone.  Then those in the Kingdom of Judah were exiled by the 

Babylonians.  Now, in addition to the Jewish settlement in Babylon, there was a new 

Jewish settlement in Egypt (although this was later decimated by Nevuchadnetzar).  But 

no longer was there an organized Jewish community in Eretz Yisroel and even when a 

part of our Nation returned to Eretz Yisroel, it was only a part.  The vast majority did 

not.  Ever since, “the Diaspora” has remained and it has consequently been our grim lot 

to be at the mercy of other nations and to suffer unbearably at their hands throughout 

what has transpired to be the greater part of our history.   

Approximately five sixths of our people are still dispersed throughout the world “in the 

Jewish Diaspora.”  In some countries today, Jews have to be fearful of what the morrow 

may bring, while even in the so-called enlightened lands of the West one never knows 

whether or when the friendly attitude of the bulk of the population may change, chas 

v’shollom, as a result of circumstances. 

All this should be borne in mind when the Fast of Gedalyoh comes round and it will 

then be realised that we fast not simply because a Tzaddik was murdered but it is 

because the ramifications of this tragedy have affected our history to this very day.  In 

other words, it was not merely because of the assassination of one man that our 

Chachommim established a fast-day but because of the far-reaching consequences 

which followed in the wake of that assassination. 

We mourn for the whole horror of our Exile and our inability to worship in the Beis 

HaMikdash as required.  We fast to bring this home to us, so that we may return 

wholeheartedly to the way of life prescribed for us in our Torah and we pray sincerely 

that the full Redemption may come about in our own day. 
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This Haftorah is taken from Sefer Malachi 
(one of the shorter Books of the Prophets which make up “The Twelve”) 

Chapter 3, verses 4 — 24. 

Most communities read this Haftorah on the Shabbos before Pessach, 
whatever the date in Nissan that Shabbos is.  This Shabbos is unusual in that it is the only 

Shabbos in the year which has a special Haftorah but not a special Maftir. 

According to some customs, this Haftorah is read only if Erev Pessach falls to be 
 on the Shabbos and in those years when Erev Pessach is not on Shabbos, 

 the regular Haftorah is read. 
 

1. The Shabbos immediately before Pessach is called “the Great Shabbos,” and this is one 

reason why.  A few days before we were due to leave Egypt, we followed the instructions of 

Mosheh our Teacher and each family group took for itself a lamb — an animal sacred to 

the Egyptians — and tethered it to the bed (generally the heaviest item of furniture in the 

house) for the purpose of ascertaining that it had no blemish and was fit to be used as the 

Korban Pessach.  When the Egyptians asked what we were doing with these animals, we 

told them clearly and fearlessly that we were commanded by HaShem to slaughter them 

and roast them over a fire and eat them up — and the Egyptians were helpless to do 

anything about it.  This happened on the Shabbos before we left Egypt and it 

demonstrated very clearly that we were free and no longer under the control of the 

Egyptians.  Our Deliverance from Egypt had started.  Hence, this Shabbos is called “the 

Great Shabbos.” 

2. The Haftorah of Shabbos HaGoddol has no real connexion with the Sidra of the Week nor 

with the events of Pessach.  Nevertheless, there are two topics in the Haftorah which can 

be said to be associated with Pessach and with this time of year, as follows.   

3. The Novvi Malachi is the last of the Nevi’im who proclaimed a message from HaShem to 

the Jewish People.  As a matter of fact, the name Malachi might very well not be his 

personal name at all — the word simply means “My messenger” — and there is a 

suggestion that Malachi was Ezra.  In any case, Malachi tells of the third Beis HaMikdash 

in the future when only righteous Levi’im and Kohannim will officiate, all the unworthy 

ones having been purged.  At that time (this is where our Haftorah starts) the Divine 
Service of the Beis HaMikdash will once again be pleasant to HaShem as it was in the time 

of the first Beis HaMikdash because the social wrongs will have been put right.  (Divine 

Service in a Beis HaMikdash without justice and righteousness in society is hypocrisy.)   

4. Concerning this time of renewal, Malachi tell us that HaShem Himself will condemn and 

judge the sorcerers who mislead the people and the adulterers and those who swear falsely 
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and the oppressors of the widows and orphans and those who do not fear HaShem and 

harm the defenceless stranger who lives in our midst.  People talk of “changing times” as if 

that legitimizes their going off the path of Torah, warns Malachi.  But HaShem does not 

change nor do His values change and what was forbidden in the past is still forbidden.  

Despite the vociferous protestations and claims of those who try to change the Torah that 

it should fit in with the fads and fashions of the promiscuous permissiveness of the times, 

the so-called New Morality is nothing but the old immorality and Malachi declares that 

these priests and clergy who are disloyal to the noble teachings of the Torah will be held to 

account for misleading themselves and others.   

5. Especially in the matter of Terumoh (the gift of agricultural produce that the Torah 

instructs us to give to the Kohen) and Maaser (a tenth part given to the Levi) Malachi 

challenges the people.  Usually we are not allowed to test HaShem but in this matter of 

Maaser, HaShem says, “Go ahead and test Me!  You bring your Maaser to the distribution 

points for My trusted Torah teachers (the Kohannim and Levi’im were primarily the Torah 

teachers of the Jewish People who were for that reason not given a part in Eretz Yisroel.  

Thus freed from working the Land, they were instead to teach Torah to the entire Jewish 

People, in return for which HaShem ordained that the people shall support them with 

Terumoh and Maaser) and you see if I don’t open the windows of Heaven and empty out 

onto you blessings of wealth and prosperity so much till there will not be sufficient room 

to store it all in your granaries and store houses!”  (Some see in this exhortation a 
connexion with this Shabbos as Pessach is the season for settling outstanding Maaser 
debts.)  

6. Malachi addresses the perennial question of why good things happen to bad people and 

bad things happen to good people and he assures us that HaShem is in charge, taking note 

and keeping careful account of everything.  HaShem sees all and He sees even into the 

heart.  He takes note of those who do not serve him and even discerns between those that 

serve Him and those that serve Him conscientiously, that little bit more, to punish and to 

reward each person according to their just deserts. 

7. Malachi’s final message is remarkable for the way it closes the circle, so to speak, with the 

first and greatest prophet that we ever had.  “Remember the Torah of Mosheh My servant, 

that same Torah that I commanded him on Mount Sinai for the Jewish People for all 

time.”  There will never be another Torah and when the Jewish People come round to 

keeping all the Mitzvos as in days of old, then will they be redeemed from their Exile and 

once again be seen to be HaShem’s special treasure, G-d’s Chosen People.    

8. But before this, says Malachi, before the scores will be settled in HaShem’s awesome Day 

of Judgement, HaShem will send Eliyohu HaNovvi to prepare the world for Teshuvah, 

repentance, and return to HaShem.  In some families, parents will return to HaShem 

through their children and in others the wayward children who have gone off the 

righteous path will be reconciled with their parents, but all will be united to serve HaShem 

with gladness for they will see that the alternative is only destruction and desolation.    

9. Our Chachommim tell us that certain great events leave their mark on the timeline of 

history.  Thus, in the same way that our original redemption from Egypt was in the month 

of Nissan, it is more than likely that the ultimate redemption and the coming of 

Moshi’ach, too, will be in Nissan.  (This is the other connexion of our Haftorah with the 
time of the year.)  May it come about speedily and in our days, Amen.  
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