
created b’tzelem Elokim. Once again the Torah is 
showing us why the human race is exalted above all 

else: because we are created b’tzelem Elokim.  
Based on all of the above, Rav Horowitz then 

beautifully explains one of the Mitzvos found in our 
Parasha: The Torah teaches us of the great Mitzvah of 

Shiluach Hakan - sending away the mother bird 
before taking her offspring. About this Mitzvah the 

Avnei Nezer says: While the mother bird is hovering 
over her children and taking care of them, we may 

not take her children in front of her, for she is in the 
process of bestowing good upon them. While she is 
‘being meitiv’ we may not touch her children at all. 

The question is, what is the underlying depth 
behind this idea? Why is it specifically because she is 

bestowing good that we must not touch her chil-
dren?  

Although there are surely a number of explana-
tions that can answer this question, Rav Horowitz 

uses the above principle to answer it magnificently: 
The only reason that we are able to rule over the other 

creations is because of the fact that we are tzelem Elokim. 
Although it is true that a bird was not created in the 
image of Hashem and could never strive to fulfill the 

qualities and middos of a human being; still in all, at 
the moment that she is hovering over her beloved children, 

she is on some level using a middah of kindness, and 
acting—in a sense—like a tzelem Elokim! Considering 

this, man at that time has no dominion upon the bird 
or her children whatsoever! For it is our great 

qualities of being in the image of Hashem that places 
us above creation. When an animal is somewhat 

utilizing those middos as well, we lose our dominion 
over her and her offspring! 

Knowing this principle and its effects is one lev-

el. To internalize it and all that it means to us on a 
constant basis is another level entirely—and that is 

what we must all strive for… 
Besiyata diShmaya. 

{Correction to last week’s Zichron Avinoam: 
The story in the Gemara in Shabbos (127) was 

about an employee, not a lender.} 
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Compassion, mercy, patience, kindness… 
Each one of these tremendous middos and qual-

ities are imperative for us to emulate, because we 

learn them from our Creator. Even though Hashem 
is not physical at all, He reveals to us certain traits 

with which He conducts this world and that are 
meant for us to learn from. This is the great Mitz-

vah of  - to walk in the ways of Hashem 
Yisbarach. 

In the beautiful sefer Bei Chiya, Rav Elisha Hor-
owitz shlita expounds on this concept and explains 

how this great avodah of life is actually inherent in 
the fact that we were created b’tzelem Elokim, in the 

image of Hashem. He explains from the Abarbanel 
that the word tzelem is actually rooted in the word 
tzeil, which means shade, because we are meant to 

walk in the ‘shade’ of Hashem, kaviyachol. Just as 
Hashem is merciful, so too must we be merciful. 

Just as He is compassionate, so too must we be 
compassionate. 

Rav Horowitz then explains that it is specifical-
ly because we human beings are b’tzelem Elokim that 

we bestow good and kindness upon others. Follow-
ing in the ways of our Creator, Who created this 

entire world for the purpose of kindness, we, too 
have within us the very great quality of kindness. 

Moreover it is precisely because we were creat-

ed in this very special fashion that we have domin-
ion over the rest of creation. As is very clear from 

the pasuk in Parashas Bereishis, which states:  
In Our image, 

after Our likeness. They shall rule over the fish of the 
sea, the birds of the sky… (Bereishis 1:26) Immediately 

after telling us that the first human beings were 
created in the image of Hashem, the Torah says that 

we can rule over all of the animals in the world - for 
it is the tzelem Elokim within us that gives us our 
dominion.

Similarly, when the Torah teaches us in Para-
shas Noach that we are allowed to kill animals for 

the purpose of consumption, it says that we cannot, 
chas v’shalom, kill humans – because they were 


