
SHORTCUT TO GREATNESS
By Rabbi David Ashear, Author of Living Emunah (Artscroll)
 
There are two ways to get to the top of a building. 
One is a slow climb of a staircase, and the other is 
a quick ride in the elevator. In life, there are two 
ways to achieve greatness: a slow, steady climb, 
overcoming daily struggles while serving Hashem 
to the best of our ability; or to go straight to the top. 
When a person is put in a difficult situation and stays 
faithful, he takes an elevator to instant greatness.

But we live in a generation of hester panim. As hard as 
we try, we don't always feel Hashem's presence. We 
don't get any feedback for our efforts, and sometimes 
as we try to improve, it gets even harder. This is the 
test of our times: to serve Hashem without feedback, 
and know in our hearts that we are attaining great 
heights. We don't ask for tests, we even pray not to 
have them, but if they arise, we must know that it's an 
opportunity to become close to Hashem. 

Rabbi Lugassi shared that he once tried to give chizuk 
to a recently divorced man who felt homeless, thrown 
around from house to house for Shabbat hospitality. 
The rabbi gave him chizuk and told him he was 
jealous of the way he prayed. The man prayed every 
tefillah with such emotion that tears would flow. 

Today, the man is happily remarried. The rabbi met 
him and asked how he was doing. He said, "Believe 
it or not, I miss praying. I don't have the same 
relationship with Hashem anymore. I don't have the 
pleasure of pouring out my heart to Hashem."

We hope that our difficulties don't last; we prefer the 
smooth road. But in the meantime, we must utilize 
our challenges to grow and get closer to Hashem.  
That is how we achieve instant greatness. 

RAISING CHILDREN
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with permission 
from the publisher.

“Chanoch l’naar al pi darko.” The goal of child-rearing is always the same—
for the child to grow up to lead a life approved by G-d. But the means we use 
are not the same in every case; they are as different as the children are. One 
shoe cannot fit every foot. The goal is to raise children as different as the 12 
shevatim—or as different as Yaakov and Esav!—to lives of devotion to duty.

Accordingly, we should study our children to see which character traits 
are strongest, and evaluate how each trait can be channeled onto paths of 
goodness for the happiness of the world and the approval of G-d.

This does not imply that any individual is naturally better than another. 
What is difficult for one may be easy for another, for each is assigned a 
different task in life. No middah is evil, per se, just as no trait is inherently 
good. They become good or evil depending on how they are used.

Lucky is the child whose special character traits attract the attention of 

The Rishonim offer two reasons for the mitzvah of netilas 
yadayim. First, we have no control over our hands at night, and 
they may have touched unclean places on the body. Therefore, 
Chazal instituted netilas yadayim to prepare for tefilah.
Another reason is that all night, our neshamos are with Hashem. 
He returns them in the morning, just as He blew a neshama into 
Adam at Creation. Therefore, we want to rededicate ourselves to 
serving Him. We prepare for davening, our service to Hashem, 
the same way the kohanim did. Just as they washed their hands 
from a kiyor, we wash our hands with a kli. 
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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his parents early on, so they can then, by quiet 
but serious and constant practice, divert these 
qualities away from evil and into the path of 
goodness. If we do this, they will continue to 
practice that same self-control and devotion to 
duty when they are grown men and women—
gam ki yazkin, lo yasur mimena. They will 
harvest in secure happiness the seeds we 
planted in their childhood.

When the sons of Yaakov gathered to receive 
his blessing, they were not only kohanim and 
teachers of Torah. Standing around Yaakov 
were Levi'im, kings, merchants, farmers, 
warriors—the nation in all its diversity. And 
he blessed all of them, ish k’birkaso, that 
each should find his blessing and happiness, 
remaining true to his individual personality.

The bris between G-d and Avraham was 
intended to build a healthy, whole nation for 
one great task: lishmor derech Hashem laasos 
tzedaka u’mishpat. All people, in all callings, 
fulfill one common mission. For this reason, 
each child must be brought up al pi darko, 
on the path that suits his personality, and be 
educated both as a man and as a Jew. There is 
only one Jewish mission, to reveal G-d's power 
to the nations, but the ways of its fulfillment are 
as diverse as humanity.

As a model nation, we must represent everyone, 
so it becomes clear that a life of service to G-d 
does not depend on a particular lifestyle—all of 
mankind is called upon to accept G-d. From the 
diversity of humanity can emerge one united 
kingdom of G-d. By faithfully upholding our 
spiritual and moral heritage, we can be a light 
unto the nations. 

CHANUKAH: CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

When the Gemara asks, "What is Chanukah?" the answer is “when the 
Chashmonaim were victorious over the Yevanim, Hashem made the miracle of 
the oil.” It seems that the military victory is only coincidental—at the time when 
there was a victory, a miracle took place. Chanukah was not dedicated to the 
victory, but to the miracle of the oil.

To complicate matters further, in the Al Hanissim addition to Shemoneh Esrei, 
only the victory is mentioned. There is no mention whatsoever of the miracle of 
the oil.

Perhaps this thought will resolve the issue. Four significant things took place 
in the story of Chanukah. One: the victory over the Yevanim, ushering in the 
restoration of Jewish independence. Two: the miraculous manner in which the 
war was won, the many delivered into the hands of the few and so on. Three: the 
miracle of the oil. Four: a threat to the continuation of Torah and mitzvos was 
removed.

Victory alone is not a cause to establish a new holiday. A nation that is victorious 
today may be reconquered tomorrow by the same or another enemy, and this is 
what happened to us—after the war of Chanukah, the Chashmonaim founded 
an independent kingdom that lasted 103 years. Along came Rome, and installed 
Herod on the throne. His dynasty, too, lasted 103 years, until the kingdom 
of Yehuda was overthrown and the Bais Hamikdash destroyed. Heavenly 
intervention, too, although extraordinary, is also not a reason to declare a 
permanent Yom Tov. Klal Yisrael lives with Divine intervention constantly, 
sometimes hidden, sometimes open.

The miracle of the oil and preservation of Torah are actually entwined 
together—the oil of the menorah symbolizes the eternal light of Torah. This, 
and only this, is of permanent benefit to Am Yisrael. If we are able to learn 
Torah and do mitzvos today, it is thanks to what happened long ago. For this, the 
chachamim considered it worthy to establish a permanent celebration for all 
generations.

The addition of Al Hanissim, however, is a different story. In Modim, we 
thank Hashem for His constant supervision, for sustaining our lives, and for 
the constant natural miracles that we benefit from every second of our lives. 
There, it is truly appropriate to mention the open demonstration of Hashem's 
hashgachah long ago during the war of Chanukah. 

STRINGS ATTACHED

Why do banana peels come with strings?

Ever notice the stringy fibers inside a banana peel?  They seem to serve no purpose. Indeed, in a 
world that supposedly evolved by chance, there ought to be many things that have no purposeful 
function. But since this world was created by a Master Intelligence, we know that there is nothing 
in the natural world that has no purpose.

Those strings are called phloem bundles, and they are part of the system that carries nutrition to 
all parts of the banana.  Nothing is random. Everything is designed for a purpose! 

Adapted from Emunah: A Refresher Course (Melohn Edition; Ani Maamin Foundation/Mosaica Press)
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