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Korach 5776 

 

The story of Korach is the paradigm of machlokes - discord and fighting. R’ Betzalel Mandel, Director 
of the Moscow Community Kollel, relates the story of a frum historian who discovered a little-
known, but very vicious machlokes that raged between the Satmar/Sighet sect and another big 
Chasidic sect in the pre-war years. Whatever the disagreement was, it seemed to this historian in 
hindsight that Satmar was wrong and the other Rebbe was right. 

That other group was all but wiped out in the Holocaust. One day this historian was walking in Boro 
Park and noticed a sign on a small shtiebel (synagogue in a house) with the name of that Chassidus. 
He walked in and discovered that a grandson of the pre-war rebbe had opened this shtiebel in Boro 
Park. He approached the rabbi and made the following offer: 

"I have documented material about your grandfather and about the large following he had before the 
war. In fact this material will definitely vindicate your grandfather and his stand against Satmar. Let's 
put out a book together about your grandfather and about the chassidus. I’m sure it will bring you 
exposure and be good for your struggling congregation..." 

The Rabbi looked plaintively at the historian and said, "The Holocaust buried 6 million beautiful 
souls -- perhaps we can let the Holocaust bury one machlokes as 
well!" 
 

A Tale of Two Mrs.A Tale of Two Mrs.A Tale of Two Mrs.A Tale of Two Mrs.    

They were the best of wives; they were the worst of wives.  Our Parsha They were the best of wives; they were the worst of wives.  Our Parsha They were the best of wives; they were the worst of wives.  Our Parsha They were the best of wives; they were the worst of wives.  Our Parsha 
contains two very notable women. One was the wife of Korach who contains two very notable women. One was the wife of Korach who contains two very notable women. One was the wife of Korach who contains two very notable women. One was the wife of Korach who 
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as her own.as her own.as her own.as her own.    

It would seem that Korach’s wife was encouraging him to achieve the greatness he deserved while Ohn’s wife It would seem that Korach’s wife was encouraging him to achieve the greatness he deserved while Ohn’s wife It would seem that Korach’s wife was encouraging him to achieve the greatness he deserved while Ohn’s wife It would seem that Korach’s wife was encouraging him to achieve the greatness he deserved while Ohn’s wife 
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The answer is that a good wife is not one who seeks greatness for her husband, but for him to be the best The answer is that a good wife is not one who seeks greatness for her husband, but for him to be the best The answer is that a good wife is not one who seeks greatness for her husband, but for him to be the best The answer is that a good wife is not one who seeks greatness for her husband, but for him to be the best 
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Korach’s wife was selfishly interested in being the wife of the Kohain Gadol. She didn’t push Korach for his Korach’s wife was selfishly interested in being the wife of the Kohain Gadol. She didn’t push Korach for his Korach’s wife was selfishly interested in being the wife of the Kohain Gadol. She didn’t push Korach for his Korach’s wife was selfishly interested in being the wife of the Kohain Gadol. She didn’t push Korach for his 
own benefit but for hers, and they all ended up being swallowed alive in the own benefit but for hers, and they all ended up being swallowed alive in the own benefit but for hers, and they all ended up being swallowed alive in the own benefit but for hers, and they all ended up being swallowed alive in the opening of the earth. She could opening of the earth. She could opening of the earth. She could opening of the earth. She could 
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Ohn’s wife didn’t care about titles and wanted him to be happy with whatever life had in stOhn’s wife didn’t care about titles and wanted him to be happy with whatever life had in stOhn’s wife didn’t care about titles and wanted him to be happy with whatever life had in stOhn’s wife didn’t care about titles and wanted him to be happy with whatever life had in store for him.ore for him.ore for him.ore for him.    This isThis isThis isThis is    
why Ohn’s wife saved him, while Korach’s wife couldn’t get over herself, and let her husband down why Ohn’s wife saved him, while Korach’s wife couldn’t get over herself, and let her husband down why Ohn’s wife saved him, while Korach’s wife couldn’t get over herself, and let her husband down why Ohn’s wife saved him, while Korach’s wife couldn’t get over herself, and let her husband down ––––    literally.literally.literally.literally.    

 

 

 
 

 

Two years ago, on July 7, 2014, R’ Dovid Winiarz posted this picture with the 

following caption:  

“Jewish males worldwide can protect our brethren in Israel by donning the 
original Iron Dome. Living with its message provides merit and protection that 
extends far beyond the one wearing it.”  

A fellow commented:  

Jerry: Wearing a kippah is a custom only. There is no Halacha about it. Also since I don't 
wear one, does that mean I don't stand with Israel? 

Here is the amazing response that showed why Dovid was the Facebuker Rebbe: 

Dovid Winiarz: I have not seen you, Jerry, since you and I stood together at Mount Sinai 
3326 years ago. I would love to catch up to see what you are up to since then. Please let me know when you 
are in the Staten Island area! :) 718-801-1923. 

As far as your question about custom: Without going deep, there 
are various halachos concerning one’s requirement to cover 
one’s head and what constitutes head covering. The baseball 
cap in your profile pic works. Donald Trump’s hairpiece works. 

But even if, at the end of the day, it falls back to "custom", I am 
sure you are familiar with the maxim of chazal, our Sages, which 
teaches that "Minhag Yisroel Kodesh/the customs of the Jewish 
people are holy." The Torah itself commands us to “Be Holy!" 
There are certainly far more difficult ways to identify as the Holy 
Jew that you are. 

You ask a brilliant question about standing with Israel. How 
much effort must a person put into "standing with Israel?" Is it 
enough to say you do or go to services once a year? Is it enough 
to make a Passover seder followed by a hockey game and write 
a check to the JCC? Is it sufficient to pray three times a day, 
keep Shabbos but cheat in business? 

What does it mean to stand with Israel? When we remove all the externals, Judaism is a relationship between 
man and his Creator. A relationship is a two-way street (although in the case of G-d He is the primary Giver) 
How much we are vested in the relationship determines how much we stand with Israel. 

When are we doing coffee? 

This exchange was not about being right, nor about proving a point. What Dovid z”l exhibited was true 

ahavas Yisroel, love of a fellow Jew. He showed his respect for Mankind, which is created in the image of 

G-d. And most of all he revealed his deep, abiding, desire to help HaShem’s children find their way back 

to their Father’s home. May we all have a family reunion there very soon. 

 
Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 

 

Flatter me, and I may not believe you. Criticize me, and I may not like you.  

Ignore me, and I may not forgive you. Encourage me, and I will not forget you. 

 


