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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first  reviewing it.  Although it  does expedite matters in  getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The  Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard  and  Anita  Grossman  for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT NOACH 5777

"CHESED MAKES THE WORLD GO ROUND"

Hashem commands Noach to construct an ark and to take in all of the animals and fowl and place

them  inside.  Certainly  Hashem  could  have  found  another  way  to  save  the  animals,  yet  He

specifically wanted it done in this fashion. The ark may be referred to as "teivat Noach" (Noah's

Ark, the word Noach also means comfortable),  but it  certainly was not "noach" (comfortable).

Noach, his sons and their wives, did not sleep for an entire year, not day and not night. Eight

waiters were basically running an inn where the guests each had different dietary needs and meal

times.  Some  ate  before  Vatikin  while  others  needed  to  have  their  meal  served  after  Tikkun

Chatzot.  Regarding the menu, some ate milchik, some fleishik, and some parve. Thousands of

guests needed to be attend to thus there was no time for rest.

Why was the tzaddik Noach subject to such difficult work? Chazal teach us that one day he was

late with the lion's food and the lion bit him inflicting him with a wound and making the work

even more difficult. The Torah writes that the world was destroyed as a result of theft - taking

what does not belong to you. The "tikkun" is therefore chesed which involves giving from yours

to others. Only in this way can the world be recreated "ki amarti olam chesed yibane" "for I said,

the world is built upon kindness" (Tehillim 89:3).

The latter portion of Parshat Bereishis states: ""they took themselves wives from whomever they

chose" (Bereishis 6:6), implying that they did whatever they wished. What sustains the world,
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however,  is  thinking  of  what  is  good  for  the  other  person.  The  midrash  teaches  us  that  the

attribute of chesed said to Hashem that as long as Avraham Avinu was in the world then it was

not  needed for  Avraham was  the  embodiment  of  chesed.  What  is  the  distinction  between the

chesed of Avraham and the chesed of Noach?

Noach's chesed was purely with animals, the problem is that one cannot teach Torah to animals.

No matter how many times one explains R' Akiva Eiger to an animal he will never understand?

Avraham Avinu's  chesed extended  to  providing  physical  needs  as  well  as  teaching Torah  and

teaching about belief in Hashem. The chapter of Tehillim attributed to Avraham Avinu (89) which

begins "maskil leEitan HaEzrachi" opens with Avraham Avinu saying: "of Hashem's kindness I will

sing forever, I will make Your faithfulness known to every generation with my mouth. For I said:

'the world is built upon kindness, the heavens, You establish Your faithfulness in them'" (89:2-3).

Thus we see an inherent connection between chesed in terms of kindness and faith in Hashem,

Avraham Avinu provided both. Perhaps we can offer an explanation to well-known dispute cited

by  Rashi  whether  Noach  had  lived  in  the  generation  of  Avraham Avinu  he  would  have  been

considered a tzaddik or not, by saying that had he only performed physical acts of chesed then

he would not have been considered anything special  because Avraham Avinu provided physical

chesed as well as teaching faith in Hashem. However, had he lived in the generation of Avraham

Avinu and also taught faith in Hashem then he would have been considered as someone special in

the way of Avraham Avinu. True chesed implies teaching about Torah and belief in "the One Who

declared and the world was created".

This is the true chesed upon which the world survives. I would like to relate a midrash but in my

own words:  Nimrod  was  traveling and  was  hungry  and thirsty.  He spotted  an  inn  where  and

entered to see if he could get food and drink. He asked for cake and juice and at the end asked

for the bill. The owner said: "it's fine, it is a gift from the Master of the Universe." Nimrod was

incensed and said: "but I am the master of the universe." The man said, if so, sit down and let

me bring you a comfortable  chair.  A  few minutes later  he presented him with a  bill  for  7945

shekels. Nimrod protested - so much for just a piece of cake and some juice. The man said: of

course, many people have passed through here and told me that "the Master of the Universe will

pay me", now I am collecting my payment from you. Nimrod at that point realized that it would

have been cheaper to bless Hashem than to claim he was the master of the universe.

The idea of chesed and belief was instilled in the descendants of Avraham Avinu. When Yosef's

brothers  descended to Egypt and did not recognize the viceroy as their  brother,  Yosef invited

them in and "he said to the one in charge of his house: 'bring the men into the house, have meat

slaughtered and prepare it for with me will these men dine at noon" (Bereishis 43:16). We are

taught that the slaughtering was done in accordance with the dictates of the halacha and even

the gid hanashe was removed. How did the brothers not even entertain the notion that the man

before  them was  their  long-lost  brother,  who  else  would  have  made  sure  to  remove  the  gid

hanashe  before  serving  the  meat?  The  answer  is  that  there  were  thousands  of  people  whom

Avraham and Sarah brought into the fold and taught them belief in Hashem. It is very possible

that  the  viceroy  descended  from  one  of  them.  It  is  this  idea  of  chesed  passed  down  from

Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov which sustains the world.

What happened to all of the people who were brought into the fold? It is said that they could not

stand up to the demands of the bondage in Egypt and thus left the Jewish nation.

We mentioned that  the  great chesed performed by Avraham Avinu involved teaching belief  in

Hashem, this is something Noach did not manage to do. We of course cannot detract from the

great deeds of Noach, at least once a year throughout history (with the exception of the days of

R'  Shimon  bar  Yochai  and  King  Chizkiyahu)  a  rainbow  has  appeared  reminding  us  that  the

Hashem wishes to destroy the world but in the merit of the offerings Noach brought, the world

was saved. In the Zichronot tefillah of Rosh Hashana, the first one whose righteous acts we make

mention of  is  Noach.  It  is  said  that  he brought  his  offerings  upon Har  HaMoriah because the

pasuk states that his offerings were a "reiach nichoach" which can only be in the site of the Beis

Hamikdash. Thus we see that the chesed of Noach also helps protect and sustain the world.
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