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The secret of the hidden button –  הכפתור הנעלםסוד  
I begin with words of song and praise for the wonderful parsha 
sheet that arouses thousands of hearts of the Children of Israel 
wherever they live every single Shabbos, your reward should be 
complete from Hashem. 
Now, I come to the hashgacha story with is appropriate to 
publicize in the ‘Tiv HaHashgacha’ column: For vacation, I rented 
a vehicle to travel around the country to refresh. Late at night an 
orange indicator light went on in the vehicle’s instrument panel 
indicating that I was low on fuel and that I needed to refuel soon. 
The closest gas station was far from where we were, however, 
with miracles we made it to the station in peace. However, the 
story begins at the gas station when I could not find the handle 
or the button to open the gas cover so I would be able to fill up. I 
looked here and there, I opened every possible compartment to 
find the release without any success. The gas station attendant 
and others waiting at the station tried to help me but they also 
failed. I sat in the car with the whole family as the little ones 
were collapsing from exhaustion and everyone was drained from 
the travels of the day and we had no way to reach our place to 
sleep for the night. 
Suddenly, I remembered that just this morning I was talking with 
a friend after davening Shacharis and in the course of our 
conversation it came out that he had rented the exact same car 
for vacation, and immediately a spark of hope glimmered in me 
and in spite of the late hour I tried to call him, and to my great 
disappointment there was no answer. 
Half an hour later my phone rang and it was my dear friend on 
the other end. He apologized for not answering right away since 
he had left his phone in the car. I apologized for the late hour 
and I told him the problem and he immediately responded: 
“Don’t ask, I too searched for the release for half an hour and I 
was stuck in the gas station because I could not find it, a minyan 
of people got in the car in turn trying to help find the button until 
finally someone pulled into the station who knew the car and 
showed me where to find the button!!!” 
He now explained to me exactly how to move the seat back and 
then the button hidden under the seat is exposed. 
Of course we broke out in song and praise to the Creator of the 
World, we filled the car with gas and we continued to our place 
of lodging to sleep for the night and to greet the next day. 
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 ולא תקים לך מצבה

And you shall not erect for yourself a pillar 
It is told about the Admor, the ‘Ahavas Yisroel’ of Vizhnitz, 
ztvk”l, who was once walking in the street and he saw a 
gentile walking with a hat like his and like all the other Jews 
wore in that locale and in that time period. As soon as he 
realized that the hat of the gentile was similar to his own, he 
turned his hat around to make a distinction from the gentile’s 
and not to chas v’chalila wear something similar to the 
gentiles. For this reason, the Chassidim of Vizhnitz wear their 
hats with the bow on the right side until today and not like 
everyone else who have it on the left side. 
In our parsha it is written (16:22) ' ולא תקים לך מצבה אשר שנא

 And you shall not erect for yourself a pillar, which‘ – ה' אלקיך'
Hashem, your G-d, hates’ and Rashi HaKadosh explains ‘An 
Alter [mizbeach] of stones and an Alter of earth He 
commanded to make, but this He hates, for it was a custom of 
the Canaanites, and even though it had been beloved by Him 
in the days of the Patriarchs, now, He hates it since these 
made it a custom for idolatry’. Rashi HaKadosh highlights the 
teaching that despite that the pillar was beloved to HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu in the days of the Forefathers, nevertheless, once 
the nations made it into idolatry, not only that HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu does not like it, rather, He actually hates it. Perhaps 
we can learn from these words the importance of separating 
from the ways of the nations and even from the ways and 
customs of those of those who do not keep the Torah and 
mitzvos, for a person can be accustomed to do something that 
is actually good, and perhaps in truth the source of it is a good 
custom, but once the nations took on this custom it became 
hated by HaKadosh Baruch Hu! 
This is true always, and particularly at this time when the 
sound of the shofar is going strong, the words are accepted 
with special meaning as mentioned in seforim and brought as 
Halacha in Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, ‘It is appropriate for a 
person to conduct himself during these days even with 
stringencies that he is not accustomed to the rest of the year, 
for we too, request from Hashem Yisbarach that He too, 
accustom with us with favors, and whoever eats regular bread 
all year should only eat pas Yisroel [bread from a Jewish baker] 
in these days and similar things to this.’ And if for these things 
we are told to distance ourselves, how much more so for 
something that the Torah specifically states that HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu hates, and if a person asks, ‘How do I know what 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu hates?” The answer to this is simple, 
anything that is a ‘business’ and custom by someone who does 
not keep the Torah and mitzvos, is hated by HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu. 
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 אין אדם שומע לי ומפסיד

There is no one who listens to me and loses 

ובערת הרע  יד העדים תהיה בו בראשנה להמיתו ויד כל העם באחרנה  
 מקרבך: )יז:ז(

The hand of the witnesses shall be upon him first to put him to 
death, and the hand of the entire people afterward, and you shall 
destroy the evil from your midst. (17:7) 
Behold, as we usually do, we like to find the hidden things in the 
Torah of Hashem, in general, the word 'תורה' comes from the term 
''הוראה  which means to teach, and we derive from this the teaching 
for every Jewish person how to correct his ways in order to prepare 
himself for attachment to his Creator. We find this teaching in the 
above-mentioned posuk, when taken in its literal sense it seems 
that the only intent of the Torah is that the main commandment is 
that it is on the witnesses to administer capital punishment to the 
guilty person who was found guilty through their testimony and 
through it eradicate the evil. Truly, after looking into the topic 
deeper, one will find direction as to living one’s life in regard to his 
obligation to his Creator in a general way. 
We preface this with the words of the ‘Ohr HaChaim’ HaKadosh on 
the commandment of the elimination of a subversive city  עיר[

 as mentioned in the previous parsha (Chapter 13) for after הנידחת[
explaining the punishment in the Torah, it states (13:18) ' ונתן לך

'רחמים  – ‘and He will give you mercy’ – and he explains the mercy 
that the Torah mentions: 
According to that which was commanded on the subversive city 
that the entire city be killed by the sword and even the animals, 
this act creates a cruel nature in the heart of a person as the 
Yishmaelim who kill by order of the king tell us, that they have a 
great desire for this when they kill a person and their entire root of 
mercy is cut out of them and they become cruel, and the challenge 
itself will be implanted in the killers of a subversive city. To counter 
this, they are told the guarantee that Hashem will give them 
 mercy’, even though by nature cruelty will be created in‘ – 'רחמים'
them, the source of mercy influences them with the ‘power of 
mercy’ anew, to negate the power of cruelty that was created in 
them from the power of their action. So his holy words. 
Through his words it is possible to say that even with this 
statement the Torah’s intent is to encourage the Jewish person, 
that he should not think that if he fulfills this mitzvah, even though 
he is fulfilling a mitzvah of the Torah, nevertheless, the action is 
making a bad impression on him chas v’shalom, rather, it is the 
opposite, he has to know that by fulfilling this mitzvah he is wiping 
out evil from his midst, and no challenge of evil will reside in his 
heart, and even those evils that already reside in his heart will all 
be removed as if they were never there. This is why the posuk ends 
 and you shall destroy the evil from your‘ – 'ובערת הרע מקרבך'
midst’, literally from your midst, and from now on you will merit 
having a pure heart and a pleasant spirit within you. 
From here you have a winning response to the Evil Inclination, for 
at times when a person wants to fulfill the will of his Creator, and 
to accept upon himself acceptances as it seems to his eyes that this 
is the will of his Creator, immediately the Inclination appears to him 
with an expression that the reality is that he will not likely be able 
to fulfill that which he is accepting upon himself, in general, it 
attempts to dissuade him from these things by indicating that this 
will cause him a loss, whether spiritually or materially, and its sole 
purpose is to detain the person from accepting upon himself these 
acceptances. However, it is on the person to respond to it: I am 
innocently going to fulfill the will of my Creator, and I am confident 
that Hashem Yisbarach will not let anything bad happen to me if I 
fulfill His will.  
 

It is up to the person to realize that even though ordinarily it is 
possible that the Inclination is right, but the ways of Hashem are 
hidden from us, and we cannot know how He wants to guide us in 
the circles of justice, but we have to remain confident that at the 
end of the day He will not bring us a loss because we fulfilled His 
word. 
There is a famous incident that happened in the time of the 
Chassam Sofer, that a harsh decree was issued on the Jews, and 
they had to appeal to the government to nullify it. As a result, the 
Jewish communities in the province of the government held a vote 
and decided to send a delegation of respected individuals to go 
before the king in order to appease him and request of him to 
nullify the decree. And so they were forced to send a number of 
respected men. 
Amongst those chosen for the delegation was one man hand-picked 
by the Chassam Sofer himself who served him as his attendant. This 
was in the category of the messenger literally taking the place of 
one sending, as he was not able to go himself. This messenger saw 
how the Chassam Sofer conducted himself, and he was not of the 
common folk, rather, he was steeped in awe. 
When the honorable delegation arrived at the palace of the king 
they were offered a drink of milk, which according to Halacha id 
prohibited to drink as long as a Jew has not seen the gentile milk 
the cow. The members of the delegation were concerned that if 
they refused the offered beverage this would anger the king, and all 
their effort would be for nothing, therefore, they allowed 
themselves to drink it as they thought that since the whole 
prohibition was only a gezeira [a Rabbinical preventive barrier] they 
felt that it would be permissible at a time like this, additionally, they 
were also inclined to say that they would surely not be made to 
stumble by drinking something prohibited when the purpose of the 
meeting with the king was a matter of a mitzvah and they were 
fulfilling (Pesachim 8a) messengers involved in a mitzvah are not 
harmed. However, the messenger of the Chassam Sofer thought 
differently, he refused this heter – permissiveness, and he did not 
drink with them. 
The king saw what was taking place and was interested in finding 
out the reason why he abstained from the milk, and even now did 
not try to avoid the issue with false pretexts, and he answered that 
the truth of the matter is that according to the Shulchan Aruch it is 
prohibited to drink milk of a gentile, unless a Jew saw how he 
milked the cow. 
As they were speaking, the attendant of the king entered, the king 
turned to him and said: “Today I sense that the milk tastes better 
than usual, why is today different?” The attendant did not hesitate 
and immediately responded that today he was able to obtain 
special milk – milk of a camel. 
When the king saw how this Jew was spared from a prohibition in 
the Torah by the power of his devotion to fulfilling the Torah, he 
decided to appoint him as the officer in charge of all Jewish affairs 
in all the provinces of his kingdom for he stood in great value and he 
knew that he would always stand by the truth until the end without 
compromising at all. 
We derive from here that a person cannot make calculations as to 
what is good for him or not, just the opposite, it is precisely this that 
in the beginning seemed to turn off their hope and this ultimately 
brought them salvation, apart from when the Jews let themselves 
down regarding their religious beliefs because of the government. 
Therefore, a person should always see to fulfill mitzvos by way of 
 ,You shall be wholehearted with Hashem‘ – 'תמים תהיה עם ה' אלקיך'
your G-d’ (18:13) and fulfill what is incumbent upon him without 
making any calculations, and HaKadosh Baruch Hu, with His 
guidance, will guard him with a merciful eye. 
  


