
 

 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 
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We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 

will בע״ה enhance your Shabbos.  
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מֹוֵעד ַיֲחנּו-ָסִביב ְלֹאֶהל     [2:2]  
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… around the Tent of Meeting shall they pitch camp 
It was only after a year of sojourning in the midbar (desert) that the Bnei Yisroel were 
counted, with this then leading to their being arranged according to the degalim, the 
symbolic flags that were assigned to each of the shevotim (tribes).  Why did Hashem wait 
until this juncture, before undertaking such an important organisational task for our 
ancestors?  Rav Yaakov Kaminetzky in his sefer Emes Le'Yaakov observes (in a manner that 
is all too readily comprehended by us) that on a theoretical basis creating the degalim 
could be a dangerous approach.  By dividing up a relatively homogenous amalgam of 
people into distinct groups, each one having their own identity, banner and motto, a 
situation was created in which competition could foment, with feelings of patriotic 
tribalism bubbling to the surface.  However, if all of these disparate groups have the same 
goal, and each contributes to a unifying, central cause in their own unique way, this danger 
need not be feared.  By analogy, a person’s eyes do not compete with the ears since their 
roles are different and they are an exemplar for the way in which various factions can work 
together in mutual pursuit of their common goal.  We know that the Mishkan was only set 
up in Nissan of the second year, following Bnei Yisorel’s exodus from Egypt.  Rav 
Kaminetzky explains that Hashem wished to wait until the Avodas HaMishkan (service in 
the Tabernacle) had become the focal point of life in the midbar, before establishing the 
degalim.  Only then, would there be a suitable atmosphere in which to introduce a strong 
and clear identity to each of the shevotim.  This is why the possuk says ish al diglo be’osos 
le’veis avosom ... soviv le’ohel moed yachanu, meaning that only when their lives were 
established to revolve around the Mishkan did Hashem feel able to divide them up and 
give each tribe their own specific mission. 

 
 

 The Bnei Yisroel shall encamp, each man by his division with the flag-staffs of their father’s house 

The Gemoro in Maseches Nedorim [58a] tells us that in order for the Shechinah (divine presence) to come to rest on someone, that 

person must have four attributes; wisdom, riches, strength and modesty.  The Kli Yokor explains that the specific clustering of Bnei 

Yisroel, within their encampment, into four degolim (groupings designated by the flag of their premier tribe) was to highlight these 

four attributes of Klal Yisroel, so that the Shechinah would indeed rest on our ancestors.  The first degel, led by Yehuda, represented 

wisdom and Torah.  Yehuda was the nosi (leader), who interpreted the policies of the Torah.  Yissochor learned Torah and Zevulun 

supported him, making Zevulun an equal contributor to Torah wisdom.  These three tribes camped in the east where the sun’s rays 

first emanate in the morning, just as the Torah shines forth from Tziyon.  The second degel was that of Reuven who represented 

anovo (modesty/humility).  He was not embarrassed to admit his mistake and do teshuvoh (repentance) over the episode … page 2 
 

 ִאיׁש ַעל־ִּדְגלֹו ְבֹאֹתת ְלֵבית ֲאֹבָתם ַיֲחנּו ְּבֵני ִיְׂשָרֵאל   [2:2]
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Hashem spoke to Moshe in the desert of Sinai 

In common with the other seforim of the Torah, sefer Bamidbar is 

known by another name.  It is referred to as Sefer Hapekudim – giving 
us the English equivalent of the Book of Numbers.  This moniker derives 

from the fact that Bnei Yisroel are counted twice during the course of 

this sefer.  Plainly there are other textual themes that might have been 

reflected in a suitable soubriquet.  What therefore is the outstanding 

significance of Bnei Yisroel being counted?  The Chidushei HaRim 

explains by first reminding us that when non-kosher food becomes 

mixed with kosher food there are various laws regarding levels of 

nullification, such that the kosher food may become permitted to eat 
once again.  Sometimes, it is sufficient merely for the kosher food to 
form a majority of the mixture (botul be’rov) and in other cases the 

majority must be at least sixty times larger than the minority for the 
latter to become nullified (botul be’shishim).  However, there is an 

important rabbinical principle which states that dovor she’be’minyan 
afilu be’elef lo botel – an item which is usually counted on an individual 

basis, such an item is considered so significant in its own right that it can 

never become nullified, irrespective of the quantity of foreign matter, 

which is mixed into it.  Expanding on this concept, the Chidushei HaRim 
points out that Hashem knew very well that the Jewish people's sojourn 

in the midbar (desert) was no more than temporary.  They would in time 
continue on to Eretz Yisroel and years later they would be dispersed to 

all four corners of the globe.  Eventually, Jews would constitute but a 

small minority in most communities worldwide.  By counting each Jew 
separately, Hashem designated him/her as a dovor she’be’minyan – a 

valued individual entity.  Thus, regardless of the extent to which we 
would be outnumbered, Hashem ensured what we would never 

become nullified through assimilation with the world at large. 

 

… of moving Yaakov’s bed.  Alongside him is Shimon, 

a shevet (tribe) comprised of teachers, sofrim (scribes) 

and poor people.  This group is usually more modest 

than all others.  Gad led the battles in Eretz Yisroel, 

even though he only promised to join in equally.  His 

leading the battle was not out of arrogance, but as the 

Torah relates, ve’hu yagud okeiv, – his legions 

advanced with humility like the heel of the foot.  They 

camped in the south or de’rom, which derives from dar 

rom – living on high, as Hashem lifts up all those who 

lower themselves in humility.  The third degel was 

Ephraim, joined by Menashe and Binyomin, who 

represent the attribute of strength, based on a possuk 

in Tehilim [80:3].  They camped in the west where the 

sun sets, since strength wanes with time.  The last 

degel was that of Dan who represented wealth.  In 

fact, the people of this shevet were so wealthy that 

their abundance of gold led to avodoh zoro (idol 

worship).  Asher and Naftali were also tribes of 

significant wealth.  The attribute of wealth, according 

to the Kli Yakar, was the least important, and therefore 

the tribes travelling beneath this degel of Dan, 

travelled last. Significantly, all four degolim 

surrounded the centrally-placed Mishkan, because 

these attributes were only to be used to serve Hashem 

and bring the Shechinah to rest on Klal Yisroel. 
 

 

 
 

 ַוְיַדֵּבר ד' ֶאל־ֹמֶׁשה ְּבִמְדַּבר ִסיַני   [1:1]

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

השבת-ישראל את-בניושמרו   

השבת-לעשות את  
 

 

Our Sages note an apparent contradiction 
between two pesukim that describe how  

Yomtov should be observed.  The possuk in 
Bamidbar suggests that Yomtov is to be 

dedicated to our enjoyment, whilst the possuk in 
Devarim suggests that it be devoted entirely to 

Hashem.  The Gemoro in Masesches Beitzo 
explains that we must in fact divide Yomtov 

between our pleasures, derived from enjoying 
our festive meals, and Hashem’s pleasure, 

 which involves us studying His Torah. 
However, with regard to Shabbos, the 
possuk in Shemos says that it should 

be holy to us, indicating that even  
our physical pleasures are 

considered to be 
sanctified. 

 

Kedushas Levi 
 
 

 
 
 

Continued from page 1 

 

 


