
 

 

  פרשת קדושים
Week #50 

Carrying (Hotzaah) Scenarios 

1.  What is the proper procedure if a person is walking in an area not enclosed in an Eruv 

and realizes that he is carrying something? 

 

Scenario One: The person continued walking with no pause after the discovery 

If the person hasn’t paused since he left a private domain then he should return with the item to 

the place he came from without pausing. However if the person has paused since he left the 

private domain but hasn’t paused since the discovery, the item should be dropped in an unusual 

manner while the person continues walking uninterruptedly. 
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Scenario Two: The person stopped walking after the discovery  

The person should remain at a standstill and not resume walking.  He should then put the item 

down in the place where he stopped.  

 

If the carried item is too valuable and cannot be left unattended, the person should remain near 

the item to watch over it until after Shabbos, or he may ask another person to do so in his stead. If 

that is not possible, it is permissible to ask a non-Jew to carry the item home only if the area is 

not a Reshus Harabim M’Doraisa. 

 

2.  What may one do if walking with a child and the child absolutely refuses to continue 

walking? 

One may carry the child less than seven feet, and then the child must be put down. This pattern 

may be repeated for as long as necessary until the destination is reached. However, one may not 

carry the child into the private domain – the child must do that on his own.  

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Ideally, the person should continue walking and put the item down on a fire hydrant or parking 

meter in one fluid motion without ceasing to walk. These are examples of a  מקום פטור– Exempt 

Areas – which are considered neutral domains. Other examples include a mailbox on a post 

and a traffic sign. Placing the item on an Exempt Area is permitted and is not considered מרשות

 carrying from domain to another). The surface area of Exempt Areas must be less הוצאה לרשות 

than 4 tefachim.  The item should be placed in a manner where it will rest at least momentarily 

and not immediately roll off.  In most cases, the use of Exempt Areas is not practical.  
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