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 ”ויסף אברהם ויקח אשה ושמה קטורה“ 25:1

ויקברו אתו יצחק וישמעאל אל מערת “ 25:9

  ”המכפלה

“Avrohom proceeded and took a wife whose name 

was Keturah.”  “And Yitzchok and Yishmael 

buried Avrohom in the Me’aras Hamachpeilah.” 

Avrohom was living with Sarah and their child, 

Yitzchok, as well as with his maidservant, Hagar, 

and their child Yishmael.  Sarah wanted Avrohom 

to throw Hagar and Yishmael out of the house.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Avrohom that he 

should listen to Sarah, and so he did.  Rashi says 

that “Keturah” was Hagar.  Why did Avrohom 

marry Hagar, and why was Yishmael on the scene 

when Avrohom died, when he had previously 

thrown both of them out?  The following Divrei 

Torah will expound on this topic, and support the 

P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

י"רש   This is Hagar, and – ”קטורה“ 25:1 – 

she was called as such because her deeds were as 

beautiful, pleasing, as Ketores – incense.   

 How can Rashi say – ”קטורה“ 25:1 - חזקוני 

here that Keturah refers to Hagar, when Rashi 

says in 21:14 that once Hagar left Avrohom’s 

house she reverted back to Avodah Zarah?  While 

she did in fact revert back to Avodah Zarah, 

Avrohom only took her for a wife after she did 

Teshuva.  (There are those who are of the opinion 

that Hagar did not do Teshuva, and according to 

that opinion, Keturah was not Hagar – Avrohom 

did not marry someone who served Avodah Zara).  

ק"רד  ויקברו אתו יצחק וישמעאל אל מערת “ 25:9 - 

 The Posuk only mentions Yitzchok and – ”המכפלה

Yishmael burying Avrohom, and not the children 

of Keturah and Avrohom, for only Yitzchok and 

Yishmael were important.   

ויקברו אתו יצחק וישמעאל “ 25:9 - מדרש הגדול 

 The Posuk states Yitzchok’s – ”אל מערת המכפלה

name first, for Yishmael honored Yitzchok in all 

matters, and always placed him first, even though 

Yishmael was older than him.  Yishmael was 

Zoche to a life of Olam Habah because of this.   

 – ”קטורה“ – Chayei Sarah 8 – מדרש תנחומא 

According to Rebbe Yehudah, Keturah was Hagar, 

the very same person whom Sarah had brought to 

Avrohom to be his Pilegesh.  After the death of 

Sarah, Yitzchok went to the well in the wilderness 

to bring Hagar to Avrohom.   

פאל הירששמשון ר' ר  ויסף אברהם ויקח “ 25:1 – 

 That Avrohom remarried is not – ”אשה ושמה קטורה

surprising, considering the he lived for another 

thirty eight years, as Chazal tell us in Bereishis 

Rabbah 17:2 that a man is not complete without a 

wife.  The task of a human being is always too 

great for one person to fully accomplish by 

himself.  The Medrash Tanchuma tells us that 

Yitzchok went to bring Hagar to Avrohom, after 

the death of his mother, Sarah.  Let’s understand 

this – Yitzchok brought his future stepmother to 

his father.  Yitzchok loved his mother very much 

and had not yet found consolation for the loss of 

his mother, yet he went to the well to bring Hagar 

to his father.  How pure and humane was the 

relationship between child and stepmother in the 

eyes of Chazal.  Whether one takes the foregoing 

Medrash as a historical fact, or as homiletic 

teaching, in any case, it reflects the view that was 

prevalent in the times of Chazal.  What a decline 

in our times, in which tension – if not hostility – 

often prevails between adult children and their 

father, in the event of a second marriage.  

According to Rebbe Yehudah, “ויסף ויקח” means “he 

took again” – the same way he was told by 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu when Sarah told him to 

send Hagar away, he was told to marry Hagar – 

and he listened to both commands.  From when 

Hagar was sent out of Avrohom’s home, she was 

known as קטורה, which in Aramaic means “knot.”  

She was closed up like a knot, was by herself 

without involvement with another man.  It was 

only because she acted this way that Avrohom 

was  able to take her back.   

ואלה תולדות ישמעאל בן “ 25:12 – אמרי שפר 

ה הגר המצרית שפחת שרה לאברהםאברהם אשר ילד ” – 

“These are the descendants of Yishmael, 

Avrohom’s son, whom Hagar the Mitzri, Sarah’s 

maidservant, bore to Avrohom.”  Why does the 

Torah need to tell us here that Hagar was the 

maidservant of Sarah, something which we 

already know?  The Torah is coming to teach us 

how good humility is, so much more than seeking 

greatness.  Keturah, was actually Hagar.  When 

Hagar was the maidservant of Sarah and 

Avrohom took her for a Pilegesh, she was Zoche to 

give birth to Yishmael, who was an important 

person, and at the end of his days did Teshuva, 



L'zecher Nishmas R’ Yehuda Ben R’ Chaim,  R’ Nissan Ben R’ Shmuel, Mala Frimet Bas R’ Yeshaya Menachem / Zechus for a Shidduch for Freidel Shaindel Bas Mindel Miriam                                       ד"בס  

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetel@gmail.com  Thank you, Y. Schechter 

and had twelve children, who were all important 

individuals.  After Sarah died, Avrohom took 

Hagar as his main wife. Hagar became conceited 

because she was now Avrohom’s wife, and then 

she had extremely inferior children.  When Hagar 

saw herself with humility, she was Zoche to have 

better children than when she thought of herself 

as important.  

ויקברו אתו יצחק וישמעאל “ 62:6 – בראשית רבה 

כאן בן האמה חולק כבוד לבן “ – ”אל מערת המכפלה

 Here, the son of the maidservant“ – ”הגבירה

accorded honor to the son of the main wife.” 

ו"פירוש מהרז   – Bereishis Rabbah 62:6 “ כאן

 The Posuk says that Yitzchok and – ”בן האמה

Yishmael buried Avrohom.  The Posuk says 

Yitzchok first, for Yishmael afforded him honor at 

the funeral, and placed Yitzchok in front of 

himself.  It says in Bava Basra 16b that we see 

from here that Yishmael did Teshuva (Rashi).  As 

opposed to when Yitzchok was buried, the Posuk 

says, “ויקברו אותו עשו ויעקב בניו” – Eisav did not 

afford honor to Yaakov, and he did not do 

Teshuva.   

כאן בן “ Bereishis Rabbah 62:6 - יפה תואר 

 Initially, Yishmael had been saying that – ”האמה

he was the Bechor of Avrohom, and he would take 

a double portion of the inheritance.   He also 

claimed that he was greater than Yitzchok for he 

had his Bris Milah was he was thirteen years old, 

which is much more difficult than having it at 

eight days old like Yitzchok.  However, he 

changed his position, and gave honor to Yitzchok, 

demonstrating that he recognized Yitzchok was 

greater than him – for Yishmael did Teshuva.  

כאן בן “ Bereishis Rabbah 62:6 - נזר הקודש 

 Perhaps the Medrash is telling us that – ”האמה

Yishmael only gave Yitzchok honor here, for he 

knew that he was the child of a maidservant, and 

it was Yitzchok who was born from Avrohom’s 

wife, and was buried next to her.  However, aside 

from this one situation, he remained in his wicked 

ways.  

ויקברו אתו יצחק וישמעאל אל “ 25:9 – רבינו בחיי 

 Yishmael was the Bechor, and – ”מערת המכפלה

therefore should have been mentioned first.  We 

learn from the Posuk putting Yitzchok first that 

Yishmael did Teshuva during the lifetime of 

Avrohom.  Although he used to act like the 

Bechor, here he deferred to Yitzchok out of respect 

for him.  Additionally, there are different L’shonos 

of death written in the Torah, and the L’shonos 

written regarding Yishmael’s death, 25:17 “ ויגוע

  .are only used for the righteous ”וימת ויאסף אל עמיו

We therefore conclude that Yishmael did Teshuva 

before his death.  

ויקברו אתו יצחק וישמעאל אל “ 25:9 - העמק דבר 

 Avrohom told Yishmael the word – ”מערת המכפלה

of Hashem, that although Yishmael was 

Avrohom’s son, in regard to Yitzchok, he was like 

an outsider.  Yishmael accepted this, and did not 

dispute that the inheritance was Yitzchok’s and 

he afforded Yitzchok the honor of allowing him to 

go first.  Chazal learn from this that Yishmael did 

Teshuva, and accepted upon himself that where 

Yitzchok was involved, he was considered an 

outsider. For other matters however, he was a 

real son, and was part of the burial of his father, 

Avrohom, as the Posuk says, that Yitzchok and 

Yishmael buried Avrohom.   

ויסף אברהם ויקח אשה ושמה “ 25:1 - ברך משה 

  .Rashi says that Keturah was Hagar – ”קטורה

How was Avrohom  permitted to take Hagar back?  

Wasn’t he commanded by Hashem to listen to the 

words of Sarah, and Sarah told him that he must 

send Hagar away? Vayeira 21:11 “ וירע הדבר מאד

 The matter greatly“ – ”בעיני אברהם על אודת בנו

distressed Avrohom regarding his son”.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu told Avrohom that he is to listen to the 

words of Sarah, for Avrohom’s lineage was going 

to go through Yitzchok.  Avrohom was distressed 

that Sarah thought that Yishmael would have a 

negative influence on Yitzchok.  It would have 

been a terrible calamity if Yitzchok were to learn 

from the actions of Yishmael.  As we see by 

Yaakov Avinu, that he knew he needed to stay 

away from the influences of Lavan, and he said, 

“ ג מצוות שמרתי"עם לבן גרתי ותרי ” – even though 

Yaakov lived with Lavan, he made sure not to 

learn from the wickedness of Lavan, and heeded 

all of the Taryag Mitzvos.  However Sarah knew 

through Ruach Hakodesh, that which Avrohom 

did not, that Yishmael would have had a 

detrimental effect on Yitzchok.  Yaakov was 

completely pure, so he was able to withstand the 

effects of Lavan.  While Yitzchok still had the 

Koach of Eisav in him, and had Yishmael 
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remained with him, it would have brought forth 

that Koach.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Avrohom 

to listen to Sarah, כי ביצחק יקרא לך זרע – For “in 

Yitzchok” – a part of Yitzchok, which was Yaakov, 

and not the entire Yitzchok, for because there was 

still the Koach of Eisav in Yitzchok, therefore it 

was the correct decision to have Yishmael sent out 

of the house and not to be near Yitzchok.  It says 

in Bereishis Rabbah 63 regarding the birth of 

Yaakov Avinu, Mishlei 23:24 “ יולד , גיל יגיל אבי צדיק

 The father of a righteous person“ – ”חכם וישמח בו

will be mirthful, one who begets a wise child will 

rejoice in him.”  When Yitzchok was born, there 

was certainly much joy, however it was followed 

with sadness, when Avrohom was told that only 

part of Yitzchok would be called his lineage. This 

caused there to be pain in Avrohom’s heart.  

However, by Yaakov, it was complete joy, for he 

was pure without any refuse, and all of his 

progeny was Kodosh La’Hashem.  Being that the 

reason for sending away Hagar and Yishmael was 

because of the fear that Yitzchok would learn from 

the actions of Yishmael, once Eisav was born, and 

that evil Koach came out, there was no longer any 

concern for Avrohom to take back Hagar, and for 

Yishmael to be near Yitzchok.   

ויסף אברהם ויקח אשה “ 25:1 - חכמת התורה 

 And he added” – as if to say that“ – ”ושמה קטורה

Avrohom added another wife.  This does not seem 

to be the proper word, for Sarah was no longer 

alive, and Avrohom did not add another wife, 

rather now this was his only wife.  Avrohom did 

not marry Hagar in order to have a wife, but 

rather to demonstrate the greatness of Sarah 

Imeinu – her righteousness.  Avrohom and Sarah 

were Zoche to have an exceedingly righteous child, 

Yitzchok.  In whose Zechus were they Zoche to 

have the righteous child – Avrohom or Sarah?  

Avrohom wanted it to be known that it was the 

Zechus of Sarah, and not his own Zechus.  He 

therefore married Hagar and had children with 

her.  They were inferior children, not important 

individuals. This proved that it was not Avrohom 

who had the Zechus, but it was the righteous 

Sarah. Avrohom having Yishmael prior to 

Yitzchok was not a proof that it was only through 

Sarah that he would have good children, for he 

had Yishmael before he had a Bris Milah, and 

because he was significantly younger – and 

Chazal tell us that when he was older Avrohom 

had vanquished more of the Yetzer Hara, and was 

more pure than his younger years. There was 

actually something which proved Sarah’s 

righteousness prior to this.  There were three 

special things which occurred in the tent of Sarah 

while she was alive: the candles burned from Erev 

Shabbos to Erev Shabbos, there was always 

Brocha in her, her dough was blessed, and a cloud 

(signifying the Divine Presence) hung over her 

tent.  When Sarah died, these three things 

stopped.  It only returned when Rivkah came to 

marry Yitzchok.  So we know from this that Sarah 

was indeed a righteous individual.  “ויסף” – In 

addition to the righteousness that we already 

know of Sarah, Avrohom wanted to add to it.  He 

did so by marrying Hagar, and it then being 

apparent to all that it was in Sarah’s Zechus that 

they were Zoche to have the Tzaddik, Yitzchok.  

There was another reason that Avrohom wanted 

everyone to know that everything was in the 

Zechus of Sarah.  He wanted to give away all of 

his possessions to Yitzchok, and not to his other 

children, for he felt that everything he had was in 

the Zechus of Sarah.  By Avrohom marrying 

Hagar, and having children with her, it proved to 

all that it was Sarah who was righteous and she 

had the Zechusim.   

ויקברו אתו יצחק וישמעאל אל “ 25:9 - משך חכמה 

 How does Yishmael showing – ”מערת המכפלה

honor to Yitzchok prove that he did Teshuva?  

Yishmael’s fundamental sin was the denial of 

Yitzchok’s birthright as a legitimate child of 

Avrohom.  Although Yishmael was there when the 

Malachim promised Avrohom and Sarah a child, 

he denied it.  He was among those who said that 

Yitzchok was a child of Avimelech and not 

Avrohom.  Now, when Yishmael allowed Yitzchok 

precedence at the funeral of Avrohom, he was 

acknowledging Yitzchok’s birthright.  This was his 

Teshuva.   

“ 25:9 - מעין בית השואבה   ויקברו אתו יצחק

 Rashi quotes from the – ”וישמעאל אל מערת המכפלה

Gemara in Bava Basra that we see from this 

Posuk that Yishmael did Teshuva, as he allowed 
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Yitzchok to go in front of him at the funeral of 

their father, Avrohom Avinu.  Why here do we 

bring a proof that Yishmael did Teshuva, when 

Avrohom died, when we could learn it out from a 

time long before he died?  On the way to the 

Akeidas Yitzchok the Posuk says in Vayeira 22:3 

 And he (Avrohom) took the“ – ”ויקח את שני נעריו אתו“

two lads with him.”  Rashi quotes the Targum 

Yonason that the “two lads” were Yishmael and 

Eliezer.  It appears that at that point, 

approximately thirty eight years before Avrohom 

died, Yishmael had already returned to the house 

of Avrohom (Chazal tell us that Yitzchok was 

thirty seven at the time of the Akeidah.  Avrohom 

had Yitzchok when he was one hundred years old, 

which means that Avrohom was 137 years old by 

the Akeidah.  Avrohom died at the age of 175, 

which means that the Akeidah took place 175-

137= 38 years before his death).  If he was allowed 

to return, it must be that he did Teshuva. Why 

not bring this instance as the proof that Yishmael 

did Teshuva?  One can be concerned that perhaps 

that which Yishmael did do Teshuva at the time 

of the Akeidah was only for the honor of his 

father, Avrohom.  However, perhaps as soon as 

his father would die, he would revert to his old 

wicked ways.  Therefore, we bring a proof from 

after the death of Avrohom, where we see he was 

still acting properly, and that must mean that he 

did a proper Teshuva, and remained on the proper 

path.  More than that, we see from here the way a 

real Ba’al Teshuva acts.  Even had Yishmael done 

a real Teshuva, at the funeral of Avrohom he 

could have said that he should go first, for he was 

the oldest child of Avrohom.  Yishmael did not do 

so, rather he was very humble and said that 

Yitzchok should go first for he was more worthy 

than him, and it would also increase the honor of 

Avrohom by Yitzchok going first.  This is proof 

positive of a true Ba’al Teshuva, where he acts 

with great humility, and worries about the honor 

of others instead of his own.  It is from here that 

we know without a doubt that Yishmael did a 

complete and pure Teshuva.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why 

Avrohom married Hagar, and why Yishmael was 

at the funeral of Avrohom when they had both 

been thrown out of Avrohom’s house.  Sarah was 

exceedingly righteous.  She did not have anything 

personal against Yishmael or Hagar, rather her 

only concern was for the Ruchniyos of her son.  

She saw that their presence would hinder 

Yitzchok’s growth, and was therefore compelled to 

send them away.  Avrohom was truly humble and 

his eyes believed that everything he was, and 

accomplished, was all because of Sarah.  He was 

concerned that people would say that Sarah was 

not only lacking in righteousness, but she was 

thoroughly evil.  How could she have thrown 

Hagar and her child, Yishmael, out of her house – 

with nowhere to go?  Avrohom wanted Yishmael 

to go with him to the Akeidas Yitzchok, and 

Yishmael acquiesced.  Avrohom thought that he 

would be Shechting Yitzchok at that point, and 

therefore he no longer needed to protect him from 

Yishmael.  As it turned out, Avrohom was not to 

Shecht Yitzchok, and they returned home.  When 

Avrohom revealed to Yitzchok that it would be 

him who would be Shechted, Yitzchok did so 

willingly and joyfully. Avrohom saw the way 

Yitzchok acted, and he knew that he need no 

longer fear of the influence of Yishmael.  

Obviously, Yitzchok had achieved great heights in 

Ruchniyos, a place where Yishmael would no 

longer be able to influence him.  Sarah Imeinu 

died at that time – the Akeidah, and it was 

afterwards that Avrohom married Hagar.  

Although Hagar had done Teshuva, she was not 

righteous like Sarah, perhaps because she became 

arrogant from marrying the great Avrohom, and 

had inferior children.  We learn from this story a 

great lesson – the great humility with which 

Avrohom always acted, and how he only thought 

of others.  His concern was about Sarah Imeinu, 

what would others say about her?  He therefore 

did all in his power to prove beyond a doubt that 

Sarah acted in the proper manner, and was a 

truly righteous individual.  May we be Zoche to be 

humble in all that we do, and truly care about the 

ones around us.     


