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Parshas Pinchus
ְּבִקנְָאִתֽי׃ְו ל ֶאת־ְּבֵנֽי־יְִׂשָרֵא֖ ְוֹלא־ִכִּל֥יִתי ם ְּבתֹוָכ֑ י ֶאת־ִקנְָאִת֖ ְּבַקנְ֥אֹו ל ְּבֵנֽי־יְִׂשָרֵא֔ ל ֵמַע֣ ֶאת־ֲחָמִת֙י יב ֵהִׁש֤ ן ַהּכֵֹה֗ ן ֹ֣ ֶּבן־ַאֲהר ר ֶּבן־ֶאְלָעזָ֜ ס רִּפֽינְָח֨ ֹ֑ ֱאמ ן ָלֵכ֖

י ָׁשֽלֹום׃ ן ֛לֹו ֶאת־ְּבִריִת֖ י נֵֹת֥ ר ַעל־ְּבֵנ֥י יְִׂשָרֵאֽל׃ (במדבר כה/יא-יג) ִהנְנִ֨ יו ַויְַכֵּפ֖ ר ִקּנֵ֙א ֵלֽאֹלָה֔ ַחת ֲאֶׁש֤ ית ְּכֻהַּנ֣ת עֹוָל֑ם ַּת֗ יו ְּבִר֖ יְָתה ּלֹ֙ו ּוְלזְַר֣עֹו ַאֲחָר֔ ְוָה֤

It says in the beginning of the Parsha, “Pinchus, son 
of Eleazar son of Aharon the priest, has turned back 
My wrath from Bnei Yisroel by displaying among 
them his passion for Me... Say, therefore, ‘I grant him 
My pact of friendship (shalom)."

The possuk continues, "It shall be for him (Pinchus) 
and his descendants after him a pact of priesthood for 
all time, because he took impassioned action for 
Hashem, atoning for Bnei Yisroel.
Zera Shimshon asks that the phrase that gives the 
reason that he was rewarded "because he took 
impassioned action for Hashem, atoning for Bnei 
Yisroel" seems to be superfluous. In the previous  
possuk it already mentioned that he "has turned back 
My wrath from Bnei Yisroel by displaying among 
them his passion for Me". Therefore, even without this
phrase we would understand that the reason for his 
reward! 

Another question that he asks is that Rashi explains 
(possuk 11) "when he avenged My avenging"- when 
he displayed the anger that I should have displayed". 
If Hashem was meant to display His anger, why didn't 
He?

He explains in light of the Gemorro (Sanhedrin 82a). 
The Mishna says that if a man conducts himself totally

immoral with a non Jewish lady then Kenoyim 
(zealots) are allowed to kill him. 

Rav Kehana asked Rav what happens if the Kenoyim 
don't kill him? What punishment does this man 
deserve? Rav forgot what he learnt concerning this 
halacha and couldn't answer his question. Right after 
that Rav Kehana had a dream in which it was read 
tohim the pessukim Malachi 2/11-12),  "Yehudah has 
broken faith; abhorrent things have been done in Israel
and in Yerushaliyim. For Yehudah has profaned what 
is holy to Hashem—what He desires—and married 
daughters of alien gods. May Hashem cut off the man 
that does this, one that initiates and one that answers, 
from dwelling in the tents of Yaakov and presenting 
offerings to the Hashem of Hosts."

After Rav Kehana told Rav these pessukim, Rav 
remembered that these pessukiim refer to someone 
who acted totally immoral with a non Jewish lady and 
that the punishment is if he is a Torah scholar, he will 
have neither one among his descendants who calls and
initiates discourse among the Sages, nor one who 
answers among the students. If he is a Kohain, he will 
not have among his descendants a son who sacrifices a
meal-offering to Hashem of Hosts. etc.After Rav 
Kehana told Rav these pessukim, Rav remembered 
that these pessukiim refer to someone who acted  



totally immoral with a non Jewish lady and that the 
punishment is if he is a Torah scholar, he will have 
neither one among his descendants who calls and 
initiates discourse among the Sages, nor one who 
answers among the students. If he is a Kohain, he will 
not have among his descendants a son who sacrifices a
meal-offering to Hashem of Hosts. etc.

In other words, if a person who acts immorally a non 
Jewish lady but was not killed by a zealot then he is 
punished with some type of karais. If he is a talmid 
chacham his children will not be. If he is a Cohan, his 
children will not merit to bring sacrifices. And if he is 
neither of these, he himself will be subject to karais- 
die early, him and his children (Meiri). 
According to this we can explain the two questions 
that we asked. 

Hashem really did show His anger and decreed a 
punishment karais for what Zimri did. However, 
Hashem doesn't immediately bring the punishment. 
Hashem often waits. In the meantime, before Zimri 
was killed by Hashem, Pinchus killed him and  "he 
displayed the anger that I should have displayed" but 
didn't do it yet.

When Pinchus killed Zimri, he didn't only get rid of a 
wicked person but he also saved his children! 

How is this? 

The punishment of children not being talmedai 
chachamim and not being able to bring a sacrifice, 
that the Gemorra mentioned, only applies if the father 
was not killed. However, if the immoral father was 
killed then the children are spared and can become 
talmedai chachamim and if he was a Cohan his 
children will be able to bring a korbon. 

Therefore, Pinchus received the special reward of 
being a Cohan Gadol, midah kenegged midah 
(measure for measure) for what he did. Just like he 
caused that Zimri's  children could become talmedai 
chachamim and bring sacrifices therefore he and his 
descendants were rewarded to be Cohanim Gedolim in
order that  his children also can sacrifice (since they 
will be Kohanim). In addition to this, corresponding to
Pinchus enabling Zimri's children to be  talmedai 
chachamim, his children were also cohanim like it 
says (Malachi 2/7), "For the lips of a Cohen guards 
knowledge and men seek rulings from his mouth"!

To stress this point, that not only did he receive the 
blessing of shalom but also the blessing of  him and 
his children becoming Cohanim Gedolim,  the Torah 
repeats the reason for it was, "because he took 
impassioned action for Hashem, atoning for Bnei 
Yisroel"
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ה ַהֻּמָּכה ַהִּמְדיָנִית ָּכזְִּבי ַבת צּור רֹאׁש ֻאּמֹות ֵּבית ָאב ְּבִמְדיָן הּוא:(במדבר כה/טו) ְוֵׁשם ָהִאּשָׁ

And the name of the Midianite woman who was slain 
was Cozbi the daughter of Tzur, a national leader of a 
paternal house in Midian.(Bamidbar 25/15)

Rashi points out a seeming contradiction. In this 
possuk, Tzur is referred to as "a national leader". This 
implies that he was the most prominent leader in 
Midian.

On the other hand in Parshas Mattos (Bamidbar 
31/8), when the Torah lists the leaders of Midian, Tzur
is written only thirdly ("And they killed the Midianite 
kings... Evi, Rekem,  Tzur,  Chur, and Reba, the five 
kings of Midian..."). This seemingly implies that Evi 

and Rekem were more important than him!

Rashi explains, "a national leader: One of the five 
Midianite kings: “Evi, Rekem, Tzur…”. He was the 
most prominent of them all, as it says,“a national 
leader.” But because he degraded himself by 
abandoning his daughter to unmoral behavior, he is 
listed only as the third [leader]." 

Zera Shimshon asks that this Rashi is not so easy to 
understand. If Rashi wrote that the people ousted him 
from being the head leader then it would be 
understandable why he is written third. In the 
beginning he was the head leader and now he was 



only third in command. 

However Rashi only writes that he degraded himself 
and his family. This implies that in actuality he kept 
his position of being the head! This being so, what is 
the Torah teaching us by listing him third?

He answers that there are three ways a person 
qualifies to be a king; he comes from an elite family, 
he is very wise, or he is very wealthy (like Chazal 
teach us was the case with Achashvairos). The most 
inferior way is to be a king because of a person riches.

Therefore, explains Zera Shimshon, before he sent his 
daughter Cozbi to corrupt  Bnei Yisroel he was the 
highest leader in Midyan for all three of these reasons.
He came from an elite family, he was wise and he was
wealthy. 

However, after he degraded his daughter to do such a 
decedent  act the only reason he remained the leader 
was because of his wealth. Therefore to allude to the 
fact that it is only because of the third reason he 
remained a king, the Torah wrote him thirdly!
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ָלֵכן ֱאמֹר  ִּפינְָחס ֶּבן ֶאְלָעזָר ֶּבן ַאֲהרֹן ַהּכֵֹהן ֵהִׁשיב ֶאת ֲחָמִתי ֵמַעל ְּבנֵי יְִׂשָרֵאל ְּבַקנְאֹו ֶאת ִקנְָאִתי ְּבתֹוָכם ְוֹלא ִכִּליִתי ֶאת ְּבנֵי יְִׂשָרֵאל ְּבִקנְָאִתי:

ִהנְנִי נֵֹתן לֹו ֶאת ְּבִריִתי ָׁשלֹום: (במדבר כה/יא-יב)

Pinchus ben Eliezer ben Aharon the Cohan
......(Bamidbar 25/11-12)
Hakodesh Baruch Hue said, "It is valid that he takes

his reward." This is the meaning of what is written,
Therefore proclaim, "Behold I am giving him ...."
(Bamidbar Rabbah 21/1)
The Zera Shimshon asks what does it mean that it is
valid for him to take his reward. Why would we think
that his reward is not appropriate?

He gives two explanations. 

The first explanation is that Bnei Yisroel maintained
that Pinchus didn't deserve any ANY reward at all!
Moshe appointed many judges to prosecute the people
who worshipped Peor. Bnei Yisroel thought that
Pinchus was one of those judges. The problem is,
though, that the halacha is that one who descends
from converts is not fit to be a judge for capital
offenses. Therefore they argued that even if Zimri
deserved to be punished and killed for what he did,
Pinchus, who was a descendent of Yisro (a convert),
was not authorized to judge and punish him. 

The Medrash therefore tells us that he does deserve to
be rewarded because they made a big mistake.
Pinchus didn't kill Zimri in the capacity of being a
judge. On the contrary, if Zimri would have been tried
in Bais Din for what he did he would have been

acquitted and they would not have killed him! Rather
Pinchus killed him because of the special halacha of
"Zealots can kill him" בו) פוגעים .(קנאים Therefore, he
deserves to be  rewarded for what he did.

The second explanation is that even according to their
false understanding that Pinchus killed Zimri in the
capacity of a judge he deserves a reward. 

Pinchus was rewarded in a lot of different ways for
what he did. He was made a Cohan which, besides
that he is allowed to bring karbonos and is entitled to
the Priestly Gifts, is also a prestigious position. He
turned into a malach (angle) and had eternal life. He
(who is also Eliyahu HaNovie) is the one that will
proclaim Mashiach's coming in the end of days and
will bring shalom to the world.

All of these rewards are not accidental but are very
appropriate for what he did.

The Gemorro says that he overcame many yetzer
horas in order to kill Zimri. Therefore he was
rewarded with a prestigious position (being a Cohan)
just like Yosef was rewarded with a prestigious
position (the second in command in Mitzrayim) for
overcoming his yetzer horo. 

Also, since his great grandfather was Yosef and Yosef
fed the world, he also was rewarded with the halacha
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that anyone who shects (slaughters) and animal gives
to the Cohan the "foreleg, jaws, and stomach".

Being a Cohan also has its disadvantages. "Authority
buries its holder" the Gemorro says. Therefore
Hashem made him into a malach to give him eternal
life in order that the people won't say that his short life
is a result of his killing Zimri and not because of his
high position.

Another reason why being a Cohan is an appropriate
award for what he did is because to spill the blood of a
wicked person is like bringing a korbon. Therefore he
was rewarded to be a Cohan and sacrifice more
korbonos. 

The killing of Zimri made shalom between Bnei
Yisroel and Hashem. In merit of this he will be the one
that proclaims Mashiach's coming that will bring
shalom in the world. 

In order to refute Bnei Yisroel's argument that his
genealogy was tainted and therefore not fit to be a
judge, at the end of days he will be the one who
decrees that genealogically tainted families will be
purified.  

According to this, concludes Zera Shimshom the
meaning of b'din is not only that his reward is
appropriate, but b'din means according to the plain
straightforward halacha of "a family that is tainted
will be purified"  he deserves his reward!

HaRav Shimshon Nachmaini, author of Zera Shimshon lived in Italy about 300 years ago in the time of the Or HaChaim HaKodesh.

The Chida writes that he was a great Mekubal and wrote many sefarim including sefarim about "practical kabbolo" but asked that all
of his sefarim be buried after he passes away except for Zera Shimshon and Niflaos Shimshon on Avos.

He had one child who died in his lifetime (hence the name "Zera Shimshon") and in the preface he promises for people who learn his
sefarim after he dies “... And your eyes will see children and grandchildren like the offshoots of an olive tree around your tables, wise
and understanding with houses filled with all manner of good things… and wealth and honor……”

These d’vrai Torah are dedicated to Esther Yenta Bas Chana Chassia. In the merit
of the learning Zera Shimshon’s divrai Torah, Hashem should answer her prayers and she
should quickly find her proper match along with all the other members of Clal Yisroel who are
also looking for their zivug hagun.
If you are interested in buying your own copy of the Hebrew version of Zera Shimshon
Call 05271-66-450 in Eretz Yisroel 
or
347-496-5657 in the U.S.A. 

You can now  HEAR shiurim of Zera Shimshon on Kol Halashon:
In E. Yisroel: 073-2951-727 or 03-617-1111 and then press 1,1,3,24
In U.S.A. (718) 395-2440 and then press 2,6,4,24
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