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Now You Know 
The Parsha begins with the words, 
“See I give before you, today, 
blessing and curse. 

The blessing: that you shall hearken 

to the commandments of HaShem 
your G-d that I command you today. 

The curse: if you do not hearken to 
the commandments of HaShem your 
G-d, and you stray from the path that 

I command you today; to go after 
other gods that you haven’t known.” 

From here, our Sages learn that one 
who acknowledges Avoda Zara, that 

there could be any other forces in the 
Universe than G-d, has effectively 
negated belief in any of the Torah. 

What is unusual is that the blessing is 

“that” you will hearken while the 
curse is “if you will not.” 

We may explain as follows: There are 
myriad mitzvos and appropriate 

behaviors that a Jew is supposed to 
follow. A person might feel it is 
beyond him; an impossible task. 

When one tries, however, and 

succeeds, he will realize the 
greatness imbued in him by G-d. 
Achieving this lifestyle is the greatest 
blessing because one takes pride and 

pleasure in his mastery of himself. 

Alas, when one casts off the yoke of 
mitzvos, and thinks there is another 
way to live, he fails to realize his own 
potential. This is a terrible curse. 

Thought of the week: 

True success is finding 
satisfaction in giving a little 
more than you take. 

(BY:BY) „VME HLXNW QLX WL IYA YK OKYREwB RwA YWLHW ...OKYNBW OTA OKYQLA ÂH YNPL OTXMsW‰  
“You shall rejoice before G-d, you, your children… and the Levite in your 
gates for he has no portion or inheritance with you.”(Devarim 12:12) 

When HaShem has brought the Jews into their land, and vanquished their enemies, they 
are commanded to bring sacrifices in the holy site of G-d’s choosing, the Bais HaMikdash. 
One may not bring offerings wherever he desires, but rather must come to the designated 
place of HaShem. 

In bringing these korbanos and rejoicing in HaShem’s salvation and bounty, the people are 
commanded to celebrate completely. Such a celebration must include their sons and 
daughters, servants and maids, and the Levite who has no portion in the land. 

It makes sense that the person must include his children, and even his servants, as they 
are an extension of himself. However, why is the Levi included? Even if one has an 
obligation to take care of him, how does it belong in the same context as his family? 

The Haamek Davar (Yahrzeit 28 Av) explains that this joy is not simply a celebration of a good 
meal, but rather it must be spiritual, as it says, “before HaShem, your G-d.” Further, one 
might think that the Levi has no connection to the blessing of HaShem’s magnanimity so 
why should he be included in the joy of the man and all those touched by his prosperity? 

It is precisely because he has no portion of his own, and you have excess in your home to 
share, so he becomes a partner in your joy. 

What this means to us is that for one to be happy “before HaShem,” in a way that is 
acceptable to HaShem, he must ensure that his own joy is only manifest when everyone is 
taken care of. If someone else doesn’t have, his joy isn’t complete. 

Indeed, the Rambam writes that one cannot fulfill the mitzvah of Simchas Yom Tov if he 
has not given charity and made efforts to ensure the poor have their needs for the holiday. 
We are commanded to emulate HaShem Who is merciful and clothes the naked, shelters 
the homeless, and feeds the hungry. This Levi was not given a portion specifically to give 
the other celebrants a way to complete their joy by seeing to his needs along with their 
own. 

For this, too, we celebrate and thank G-d for enabling us to see beyond ourselves and find 
joy in making others happy. This is something worth celebrating more than any pleasure 
we could find in purely physical satisfaction. 

A wealthy philanthropist came to the Satmar Rav z”l (Yahrzeit 26 Av) with a problem.  “Many 
charities have come to depend on me, but my family is growing; I have children in kollel 
and pay tuition for grandchildren.  I simply can’t meet all of my obligations.” 

The Satmar Rav showed him the posuk in parshas R’eh (16:11), which says regarding 
Yom Tov, ‘You are to rejoice in the presence of HaShem --- you, and your son and your 
daughter, and your male slave and your female slave, and the Levite who is in your city, 
and the proselyte, and the orphan and the widow who are among you.’ “You may think this 
verse tells you that you must support all eight people, but that is not true.  

Rashi on this posuk says, ‘Four of Mine and four of yours.  If you make My four happy 
(Levi, ger, orphan, widow) I will make your four happy (your children and servants.)”   

“R’ Yid,” continued the Satmar Rav, “Keep supporting the schools and tzedakos that count 
on you and HaKadosh Boruch Hu, Himself, will see to taking care of your family.” 
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This week’s issue, and the 

Torah learned in it, are 

dedicated by friends as a merit 

for a Refuah Shelaima for 

Aharon ben Shayna Golda 

among all the ill people of Klal 

Yisrael. 

Don’t keep all the 

goodness for yourself. 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   
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PSA: Elul is Coming… 


