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IMPORTANCE OF ....   
The Gemara (Bava Metzia 107a) states that R’ Abba asked the 
students of Rav what Rav had darshened concerning the Posuk: 
vsac v,t lurcu rhgc v,t lurc. They replied that rhgc v,t lurc 
was a brocho that one’s house be close to a Beis HaKnesses, and 
vsac v,t lurcu was a brocho that one’s property be close to the 
city. R’ Abba cited R’ Yochanan’s opinion that rhgc v,t lurc did 
not refer to a Shul but was rather a brocho that one should always 
have a bathroom nearby. This was because R’ Yochanan, who 
held that one received S’char for every step he took to walk to 
Shul, would not consider having a Shul nearby to be a brocho 
since it minimized that S’char. Would there be S’char where one 
has a nearby Shul, and nevertheless passes it by to go to a distant 
Shul ? Perhaps, since the vjrhy of walking the extra mile was 
unnecessary in such a case, and does nothing to enhance the 
mitzvah of attending Shul and the ensuing Tefilah, no S’char 
should be due. However, R’ Yochanan’s opinion was based on a 
story in the Gemara (Sotah 22a) where R’ Yochanan encountered 
a widow who had walked from quite a distance to daven in his 
Shul, and when R’ Yochanan asked her why she didn’t daven in a 
Shul in her area, she replied that she was interested in S’char 
Pesios – the reward for the “extra” steps she took to walk to his 
Shul. Apparently, S’char Pesios applies where there is a nearby 
Shul as well. Still, it is possible that the Tefilah in R’ Yochanan’s 
Shul was superior to that of the widow’s neighborhood Shul, and 
perhaps for such a reason the S’char Pesios was available for the 
extra walk since it resulted in an enhancement of her Tefilah. But 
without such a consequence, there might not be any S’char for the 
extra distance. However, the Mishna Berurah (90:37) cites the 
Magen Avrohom who says, where there are 2 Shuls in the city, it 
is better to go to the one further away, simply because of the extra 
steps. Still, if there is a vkgn to the nearby Shul, e.g. more people, 
one has a guce ouen there, etc…, one should attend it. The B’Tzeil 
HaChochmah (4:21) says there is no S’char Pesios by car.  
QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
What should one do if he finds a (lost) container with (one of) the 
following letters -  e, n, s, y or , written on it ?    

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(Where is a Katan obligated in a mitzvah only until he is a Gadol ?)  
The mitzvah of Hakhel obligates children to be brought by their 
parent to Yerushalayim, even if the child is handicapped (e.g. 
blind). However, as a Gadol, the handicapped young adult would 
be Potur from an individual Chiyuv to attend.   

DIN'S CORNER:  
During the days of Selichos, both before and after Rosh 
HaShanah, one should fast the requisite 10 days, at least until 
after vkusd vjbn. One need not be kcen the ,hbg, during Mincha 
the day before and there is no laining of kjhu. An individual says 
ubbg (skipping the words ub,hbg, oum) but the ."a does not say it at 
all in Chazoras HaShatz, even if fasting. (Mateh Ephraim 581:35)     

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Berachos 63b) derives from the words: gnau ,fxv 
that one is to first learn the Torah, and then analyze it. Rashi 
explains (in Avodah Zara 19a) that one should learn the text well 
with a Rebbi so as to develop the ability for independent thought 
before asking and answering questions on it. Interestingly, the Ri 
Ibn Migash (,”ua 114) was asked to rule on the competence of a 
would-be Dayan (judge) who had never studied Gemara with a 
teacher, was not familiar with rules or concepts of Halacha, but 
had read many Teshuvos (responsa) from the Geonim and many 
books of Dinim. The Ri Migash held him to be more competent 
than many others of his time, who, instead of following an 
established P’sak, chose to use their own trcx and theories based 
on their learning. A reputable Posek once told his sons not to 
publish his Teshuvos after his death because he believed that one 
did not truly understand the thdux (subject) when answering a 
Halachic question about it, as much as when one studied it. As 
support, he cited the Acharonim’s concurrence that the Psakim 
(rulings) of the Rosh, which are based on the Gemara, are to be 
relied on more than his Teshuvos. The Netziv (rcs chan 1:24) 
disagreed, claiming that one was forced to understand a thdux 
better when rendering vagnk vfkv and besides, one was awarded 
a greater concentration of thnas t,ghhx when having to render a 
P’sak. The Acharonim favored the Psakim of the Rosh because 
they were written after the Rosh’s Teshuvos, and were therefore 
more reliable. The question remains however, may someone 
direct that his Teshuvos or Chidushim not be learned by others ? 
Perhaps,  as the Gemara (Avodah Zara 19a) states, the Torah one 
learns is called his (vdvh u,ru,cu) and he may do with it as he 
pleases ? However, it appears from the ,u,khta (jre 132) that 
one’s ownership of Terumah only gives him the right to give it to 
a Kohen - not to destroy it. It is the same with one’s Torah.  

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
A gentile was  constantly threatening the life of a certain Jew. The Jew 
came to ask R’ Yehoshua Leib Diskin, formerly Rav of Brisk, what he 
should do. R’ Yehoshua Leib told him to study each day from the 
Mishnayos of Maseches Midos, where the dimensions and details of the 
Beis HaMikdash are discussed. Very soon, the threats stopped and the 
Jew heard no more from the gentile. The Talmidei Chachomim in 
Yerushalayim searched unsuccessfully for the source of this advice, 
concluding that it only worked because the Brisker Rav had said it 
would. When the Satmar Rav heard this story, he commented that the 
source for this advice would seem to be a Posuk in Shmuel (1:19) which 
describes how when Dovid was fleeing for his life from Shaul, he 
stopped to meet with Shmuel HaNavi vnrc ,uhubc (in Noyos in Ramah). 
The Gemara (Zevachim 54b) asks what this means, and explains that 
they were in Ramah discussing “okug ka uhub” – the proposed site and 
details of the Beis HaMikdash. Thus, we see how by engaging in a study 
of these matters, one can protect oneself from life-threatening danger.    
P.S. Sholosh Seudos is sponsored by the Sternberg family. (Please 
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