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In 1966, I [Rabbi Yosef Krupnik] was 

learning on the Lower East Side of Manhattan 

in the Yeshiva Jacob Joseph, famously known 

throughout the world as "RJJ" (one of the 

first, if not the first, to certify rabbinical 

ordination in the USA-ed.). At the time, I had 

a study partner by the name of Alexander 

Stern who had a connection with Chabad, and 

he was constantly inviting me to see what 

a farbrengen [chasidic gathering] with the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe was like. Finally I 

accepted his invitation for Yud Shevat. 

 

The tenth of the Hebrew month of Shevat is a 

most significant date on the Chabad calendar. 

It's the anniversary of the passing of the sixth 

Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak 

Schneersohn, also known as the Rebbe 

Rayatz, and the day when, a year later, his 

son-in-law Rabbi Menchem Mendel 

Schneerson formally accepted the leadership 

of Chabad-Lubavitch.  I went to 

the farbrengen and I enjoyed it very much. 

The result was that I got home hours after 

midnight and the next morning I was late for 

yeshiva. Our teacher, Rabbi Shaya 

Shimonowitz, who was one of the genuine 

Talmudic giants left over from the old Mir 

Yeshiva in Europe, realized immediately why 

the two of us were late that morning. When 

we walked into class he reprimanded us: 

"Don't you realize the importance of Torah? 

You lost time from Torah study…you missed 

a class!" 

 

He reprimanded us very, very harshly and, to 

be quite honest, I was deeply hurt. Up to that 

point, I thought I had a very good relationship 

with him. This was the first time that he had 

come down on my case in this way.  When he 

finished the class and it was time to go to the 

study hall, he asked Alex and me to stay 

behind. And I was sure that we were about to 

get the second round of rebuke, but that's not 

what happened.  When everybody else had 

left and it was just the two of us with Reb 

Shaya, he told us an amazing story. It seems 

that he understood how much his rebuke had 

hurt us, and he decided to make it up to us - 

telling us, by implication, that the time we 

spend at Chabad with the Lubavitcher Rebbe 

was not really wasted. 

 

In 1937, R. Shaya merited to accompany his 

Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Baruch Ber Lebowitz, 

the Rosh Yeshiva of Kaminetz, known to be 

the leading disciple of Rabbi Chaim Brisker 

(a most prominent Torah leader, from whom 

all the Soloveitchiks are descended-ed.), on a 

visit to Vilna (an important center of yeshiva 

learning at that time), Lithuania to discuss 

Yeshiva World matters with Rabbi Chaim-

Ozer Grodzinski [described by the Chafetz 

Chayim (1838-1933) as the embodiment of 

Torah-ed.]. 

 

 
 

(the Rebbe Rayatz (left) & the Rebbe (right)) 

 

It seems that in those years, when the Rebbe 

was not yet the Rebbe and studying in Berlin 

and Paris, he was sent on various missions by 

the Rebbe Rayatz. On this particular  

occasion he had to travel to Vilna in order to 

get Rabbi Chaim-Ozer to co-sign a letter that 

the Rebbe Rayatz had written [to raise money 

for the aid and support of the Jews in 

Communist Russia-ed.).  When the Rebbe 

arrived, it just so happened that R. Chaim Ozer 

was still meeting in his office with his 

illustrious visitor, R. Baruch Ber. The Rebbe 

was told that he was going to have to wait until 

they finished their meeting before he could go 

in. 

 

As he waited, there were a few people in the 

study hall at the time who realized that he was 

a Lubavitcher chasid, and so they decided to 

harass him. They started asking him pointed 

questions on Talmudic topics - did he know 

this topic, and what did he have to say about it, 

and so forth.  But the Rebbe didn't answer. R. 

Shaya, who was present as this was going on 

said that some of the people were really 

pestering him mercilessly and still, the Rebbe 

said nothing, remaining quiet. 

 

And then R. Chaim-Ozer opened the door. He 

stood listening to the many voices, and then 

beckoned the Rebbe to come in. The Rebbe 

went inside, and there began to answer the 

questions that had been posed to him outside. 

R. Shaya said he answered with great clarity 

and in depth, quoting both early and late Torah 

commentators by heart. 

 

So R. Chaim asked the Rebbe, "Why didn't 

you answer these questions outside, when they 

were harassing you?" 

 

The Rebbe replied, "I didn't come to hold debates 

with anybody. However, I noticed that you registered 

their questions, and I became afraid that my failure to 

answer might have a negative impact on the mission 

given to me by my father-in-law." He feared that 

perhaps Reb Chaim Ozer might not agree to co-sign 

the letter of the Rebbe Rayatz due to disdain for the 

Rebbe's inability to respond, so he decided to clarify 

the situation. 

 

After this exchange, R. Chaim Ozer took the letter 

and started reading through it. In the meantime, R. 

Baruch Ber continued to talk with the Rebbe in 

matters of Torah knowledge.  After a few minutes R. 

Baruch Ber said to the Rebbe, "If you come to learn 

in my yeshiva, I guarantee that you will become the 

leader of the Lithuanian yeshiva world." 

 

The Rebbe politely declined. He said he had his path, 

knew what he had to do and whom he had to answer 

to. When he said this, R. Baruch Ber started to cry. 

 

R. Shaya said he had never told this story to anybody 

before. I sensed that it was a difficult admission for 

him, that the Rebbe potentially could have become 

the leader of the Lithuanian yeshiva world if he so 

desired, but instead chose to remain a loyal chasid. 

 

Source: Adapted and supplemented by Yerachmiel 

Tilles from JEM-Here's My Story [//JEMedia.org], 

based on their extraordinary "My Encounter with the 

Rebbe" project, documenting the life of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi M Schneerson of 

righteous memory. The story is one of thousands 

recorded in the 800 videotaped interviews conducted 

to date with seniors who knew the Rebbe in the 30's, 

40's and 50's. Rabbi Yosef-Zev Krupnik is a Kashrut 

administrator at the Detroit Council of Orthodox 

Rabbis.  

 

Connection: Shabbat, the 3rd of Tammuz, is the 

yahrzeit of the Lubavitcher Rebbe. 

 

Yerachmiel Tilles. is the director of the 

AscentOfSafed.com and KabbalaOnline.org 

websites. His mailing list of 900+ weekly stories 

(editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 19th year. 

“Saturday Night, Full Moon,” the first of a 3-volume 

series of his best stories, is now available in Tzefat at 

Ascent and KabbalaOnline-shop.com, from the 

publishers in Jerusalem, Menorah-Books.com, and in 

Jewish bookstores world-wide. 

 

      On the Inside 

Shabbat  T imes –  Chukat  

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 7:13 8:29 

Tel Aviv 7:31 8:32 

Haifa 7:24 8:33 

Beer Sheva 7:28 8:29 

 

  

 



This is the Torah's decree... have them 
bring you a completely red cow which has 
no blemish (Numbers 19:2) 
 
There is a profound link between 
the precept of the "red heifer" and 
the principle of Messianic 
redemption: Mitzvot signify life. 
When one follows the 
commandments one attaches 
himself to the Al-mighty and draws 
spiritual vitality from the Source of 
All Life. Sin signifies death. 
Violating G-d's will disrupts 
attachment to the Creator, thus 
bringing about the "impurity of 
death." Both the red cow and the 
Messianic redemption effect 
purification. For just as the ashes of 
the red cow are used for removing a 
legal state of impurity, the Final 
Redemption with Moshiach will 
purify the entire people of Israel 
from any trace of deficiency in their 
bond with G-d.  

(Peninei HaGeula) 

h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

"This is the law when a man dies in a 
tent," we read in this week's Torah 
portion, Chukat. "Everyone who comes 
into the tent...and every open [earthen] 
vessel on which there is not a closely 
fitting cover, is [spiritually] unclean." 
Moreover, whatever substance was 
within the open vessel is also rendered 
spiritually unclean. 

However, as explained by 
Maimonides, if a person happened to 
be in the tent of the deceased "in a 
sealed barrel with a 'closely fitting 
cover,'" he remained spiritually pure 
and unaffected. 

Every aspect of Torah provides us 
with a practical lesson to be applied in 
our daily lives. To the Jew, spiritual life 
and death are defined by his connection 
to G-d, as the Torah states, "And you 
who cleave unto G-d are all alive this 
day." Conversely, any weakening in our 
service of G-d or defect in that 
connection constitutes the Jew's 
spiritual death, G-d forbid. 

Nonetheless, no matter how 
connected to G-d the individual Jew 
may be, he still exists within the context 

of the material world, defined as "a 
world in which the wicked are 
ascendant." 

Therefore, no matter how "alive" the 
Jew is in absolute terms, the world 
around him is unclean; the Jew is always 
"in the tent of the deceased." 

This is especially true during the 
exile, when darkness covers the face of 
the earth, in contradistinction to the 
times of the Holy Temple, when G-d's 
Presence in the world was openly 
perceived, thus enabling Jews to 
perform mitzvot with vitality and 
enthusiasm. 

What can a Jew do to protect himself 
from negative influences during these 
last few minutes of exile? How can we 
guard ourselves against the spiritual 
uncleanliness that surrounds us "in the 

symbolized by the earthen vessel, which 
is composed of the dust of the earth. 

Our Patriarch Abraham epitomized 
this quality when he declared, "I am but 
dust and ashes"; similarly, we recite 
during the High Holidays, "Man, whose 
basic element is dust ...is likened to a 
shard of clay." 

Every Jew is obligated, therefore, to 
fit himself with "a closely fitting cover" 
--- to guard every opening and channel 
that connects him with the outside 
world in order to filter out the bad 
influences from the good. Doing so will 
protect him from spiritual uncleanliness 
and ensure that his connection to G-d 
remains healthy and intact. 

 

Adapted from the teachings of the Lubavitcher 

Rebbe; Shabbos Table and From our Sages 

reprinted from www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / NYC) 

 

                                                   STAYING ALIVE 

 

tent of the deceased"? 

The answer lies in the above-
mentioned ruling, on the 
principle that properly sealing 
an earthen vessel protects its 
contents from spiritual impurity. 

In terms of our service of G-
d, the Jew must strive for the 
humility and self-nullification 

 

TO ENCOURAGE THE LEARNING 
 

During the Yud Alef Nissan farbrengen 
of 5722 (1962) celebrating sixty years 
since the Rebbe’s birth, the idea of a 
Lubavitch kolel  was introduced. During 
the following weeks, the central 
Lubavitch kolel in Crown Heights was 
established, beginning the kolel era in 
Chabad, and spreading to Montreal, 
Melbourne, Tzfas, Yerusholayim and 
Kiryat Malachi.  The Rebbe’s keen 
interest in the development of the kolels 
was apparent to all.  
 
On one occasion, the Rebbe publicly said 
of the kolel: “This is my personal taivah 
(innate desire), that yungerlait should sit 
and learn!”   
 
One day in 5736 (1976), all of the 
Lubavitch kolels received a letter with a 
question in learning enclosed, with a 
directive that the the yungerlait settle the 
issue within one week. This was one way 
the Rebbe invigorated the learning in the 
kolels.  However, the kolel of Tzfas, 
under the direction of Reb Leibel Kaplan, 
did not receive the letter. When they 
found out, the yungerlait were extremely 
disappointed, thinking that they were not 
worthy. Upon learning the content of the 
question, they realized their mistake: this 
was a question they had handed out in 
their own kolel, a week earlier. They could 
not have received a greater compliment.  
(reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

 

Which has no blemish, which has 
never borne a yoke (Numbers 19:2) 
 
If a person sees himself as 
"without blemish," confident 
that he has already reached 
perfection, it is a sure sign that 
he "has never borne a yoke" - he 
has never accepted the yoke of 
heaven. Otherwise he would 
understand that he is still full of 
imperfections... 

 (The Seer of Lublin) 

This is the Law: a man... (Num. 
19:14) 
The Torah law is arranged like a 
human body. There are 248 
limbs and 365 sinews in the 
human body just as there are 
248 positive commandments 
and 365 prohibitions in the 
Torah. In fact, each part of the 
body draws its spiritual energy 
from the corresponding 
commandment. 

 (Likutei Torah)  

    



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  Chinuch Atmosphere 
Situated in the center of Eretz Yisroel, the Tel Nof Israeli Air Force 

base is a fortress of defense. Thousands of officers and technicians live 

there, ready at a moment’s notice to protect the nation.  Brigadier 

General Ron Peker, the celebrated commander of the base during the 

Yom Kippur War, was in a yechidus on 21 Cheshvan 5736 (1975).  

During his lengthy yechidus, many defense and political issues were 

discussed. However, one point the Rebbe made took Ron by surprise. 

The Rebbe expressed, “I understand that the officers must be available 

for any given situation. Still, I believe they should live adjacent to the 

base and not on the actual campus.  “You see,” the Rebbe explained, 

“the children of the officers should not be brought up in the base, in the 

shadow of war planes. It is not healthy for their chinuch.” 

 

I Would Never Have Sent You… 
Reb Yaakov Yehuda Hecht was once sent by the Rebbe to a city where 

there was machlokes among the local Lubavitcher chassidim. His 

shlichus was to settle the dispute.  After completing his mission, Reb 

Yaakov Yehuda returned to Crown Heights and reported to the Rebbe 

the details of his work there and the restored achdus. The Rebbe looked 

very pleased.  While in that city, Reb Yaakov Yehuda had overheard a 

certain poilisher chossid talking disrespectfully about his own Rebbe’s 

conduct at a chassunah in which he participated. In his report to the 

Rebbe, Reb Yaakov Yehuda included this incident.  On hearing this, the 

Rebbe suddenly grew very serious, and said, “Had I known that as a 

result of your trip you will repeat a loshon horah in main 

daled amos (my presence), I would never have sent you!" 

 

It Could Support a Class for Six Months 
During the early 5720’s (1960's), the Rebbe wrote a note to someone, 

bemoaning the costly chassunos: “You are correct in opposing the new 

chassuna ‘minhogim’ that our fathers did not imagine. The cost is a waste of 

Yiddishe money.  Moreover, even if it would be free of charge, many 

accepted practices are inappropriate. The trend has become to make the 

central aspects into minor features, and the undesirable has become the 

focal point… Do I have to partake in these ceremonies? And so it will 

be documented in an album, for the gossipers to discuss the chassuna’s 

cost? The expenses of one chassuna could cover the cost of a large 

class in a yeshivah in Morocco for more than six months…”  This note 

quickly made waves amongst Anash. One bochur was prepared to make 

his chassuna in a shul, with bread and herring, relinquishing the hot 

meal.  In a letter dated 20 Teves 5721 (1961), Reb Berel Baumgarten 

asked on this bochur's behalf whether this was what the Rebbe wanted. 

The Rebbe answered that he obviously does not oppose a hot meal… 

(Tadfis Mitoch Sefer Hatoldos Reb Berel Baumgarten, Iyar 5766, 

page 34) 

 
Chassidus for Children 

“Chassidus is for everyone,” the Rebbe would always say, “even 

for small children.”  Whenever the Rebbe would speak at Tzivos 

Hashem rallies, the sichos would always be designed for the young 

in their language. Nevertheless, they contained messages culled 

from the depths of Chassidic thought.   

 

Reb Zusha Posner, mashpia of Tomchei Temimim Lod, relates: 

“There was a teacher of nine and ten year olds boys who was in 

yechidus.  The Rebbe told him that he should teach his pupils about 

gadlus haBoreh – the greatness of Hashem.  The melamed was 

befuddled. ‘Gadlus haBoreh? How will these children 

understand?!’ he exclaimed.  The Rebbe answered with a smile, ‘If 

Hashem has managed to be metzamtzem (condense) Himself so 

much that we are able to realize His greatness, surely He could be 

metzamtzem Himself just a little bit more so that a child will 

comprehend.’” 

 

A Servant of Hashem – Throughout the Year! 
“Please sing a niggun connected to Shavuos,” requested the Rebbe 

during the yom tov meal of Shavuos 5729 (1969) to Reb Zalman 

   MOMENTS WITH THE REBBE 

 

Your Redemption has Arrived 

 

"Moshiach... stands on the rooftop 

of the Holy Temple and 

announces to Israel, 'Humble ones, 

the time of your Redemption has 

arrived' - as has been announced 

and is being announced lately... 

This announcement is coming 

from the diaspora..." 
(The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Shabbat 

Chayei Sarah, 5751-1991) 
 

Eagerly Waiting 
 

When Rabbi Yosef Ber 

Soloveitchik was in Warsaw, a 

delegation from Brisk asked him 

to become the Rabbi of their city. 

Rabbi Soloveitchik did not want to 

accept the position. Finally, one  

member of the delegation 

exclaimed: "Rabbi, 25,000 Jews 

eagerly await your arrival!" Rabbi 

Soloveitchik immediately told his 

wife, "Please hand me my hat and 

coat. I can't keep 25,000 Jews 

waiting." 

 

"Rabbi Soloveitchik didn't want to 

keep 25,000 Jews waiting. If 

Moshiach knew that all Jews were 

eagerly awaiting his arrival," said 

the Chofetz Chaim, "wouldn't he 

arrive immediately?"    

 
reprinted from www.LchaimWeekly.org - 
LYO / NYC) 

 

Taibel. After some encouragement, he 

melodically sang a niggun to the words “Ano 

avda dekusho brich hu (I am a servant of 

Hashem).” When he said he heard it from Reb 

Shimon Kloper of Nikolaiev, the Rebbe, himself 

a Nikolaiever, said: "Oh yes, I knew him!  He 

was a chassidisher Yid…" The niggun quickly 

caught on amongst chassidim, and from then on, 

this niggun became synonymous with Reb 

Zalman. Often during farbrengens he would 

start the niggun.   

 

Motzoei Rosh Hashono 5741 (1980). Reb 

Zalman was in his nineties, yet he made his way 

in the line for kos shel brocho. When his turn 

came, the Rebbe unexpectedly put his becher 

down, grasped Reb Zalman with both hands, 

and began singing his niggun. Rebbe and 

chossid sang in unison of the service of Hashem, 

and the entire crowd followed after them… The 

Rebbe concluded with emotion, “Ano avdo 

through Elul and selichos; ano avdo through 

Rosh Hashono; ano avdo through Aseres Yemei 

Teshuvo; ano avdo through Succos and Simchas 

Torah; ano avdo through the entire year!” 

 

Compiled from Lma’an Yishme’u 

  



The Chabad-affiliated Rabbinical 

College of America outside of 

Morristown, N.J., presented certificates 

to 257 newly ordained rabbis, the 

majority of whom congregated on 

Sunday in the leafy suburb with family 

and friends for what is possibly the 

largest celebration of its kind in the 

world this year. 

 

The rabbis, who have graduated from 

the college within the past four years, 

received their ordination from a panel 

that included Rabbi Israel Meir Lau, 

former Ashkenazi chief rabbi of Israel 

and current chief rabbi of Tel Aviv. 

They were joined by nearly 700 guests 

from 10 states and eight different 

countries who attended the event under 

a giant tent on the Rabbinical College 

grounds.  During the ceremony, 

trustee Ed Mosberg presented a 200-

year-old Torah scroll rescued from the 

Holocaust to the academic institution. 

 

The size of the cohort (second only to 

the college’s 2012 group of 280 rabbis) 

is an indicator of Chabad’s robust 

Torah Donated at Semicha Event 

position as a source of rabbis to Jewish 

communities around the world, noted 

Rabbi Moshe Herson, dean and president 

of the institution.  The diverse group of 

rabbis includes native speakers of 

English, Hebrew, Spanish, Portuguese, 

Russian, French, German, Italian and 

even Swedish. 

 

“They are ready and able to serve 

virtually every Jewish community in the 

world,” said Herson. 

 

The Lubavitcher Rebbe, 

Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, of 

righteous memory, urged young 

Chassidim to be certified as rabbis, 

explaining that they owed it to 

themselves and to the larger Jewish 

world. Many of the students will go on 

to join the 4,450 Chabad rabbis and their 

wives who serve Jewish communities on 

six continents. 

 

The Morristown program is one of many 

Chabad-affiliated institutions that grant 

semichah to aspiring rabbis, including 

yeshivahs in Israel; Melbourne, 

Australia; Pretoria, South Africa; Los 

Angeles; and, of course, the Central 

Lubavitcher Yeshivah at Lubavitch 

Word Headquarters in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

 

By Menachem Posner - Chabad.org; 

reprinted from Collive 

 

 

 
We made a shiva call to a friend. 

His mother and brother were sitting 

shiva with him. She told us how 

she loves to make cucumber chips 

for her grandchildren so that they 

eat something healthy instead of 

potato chips and proceeded to show 

me how she slices the cucumber 

thin and sprinkles it with coarse 

salt.  Alizah Hochstead, 

alizahh@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Farbrengen 

Question:    I do not really have a question, I have a reality.  A 

very unpleasant reality.  My wife and I fight, fight and fight.  

Every conversation just seems to end up in either an argument or 

silence.   And, you know what, it is really mostly her fault.  You 

think I am joking, but I’m not!  Every time I express an opinion 

about something she disagrees.  I then try and explain the rationale 

behind my opinion but she just says that I only want things my 

way.  It gets frustrating and we both get upset.  We both want 

things a certain way and we both feel that we are right.  However, 

I can’t just go along with what she wants if I do not think it is the 

best way of doing things, I will just be resentful.  And so, the 

fights continue.  I wish she could just be a bit more open to my 

ideas and wants. 

   

Answer:  It does not sound like an easy situation, but from what 

you have said I do believe things can get better.  Often times a 

person expects that they are marrying someone who thinks and 

feels and experiences the world the same way as they do.  

Frustration results when this expectation is not met and the spouse 

does not want to do things the same way.  Thus, it is extremely 

important to realize that we are marrying someone who is not us.  

We marry someone who comes from different parents and a 

different home.  This person has different tastes, feelings and 

opinions; a different way of interacting with their environment.  It 

is crucial to respect, admire and value the other person and not 

expect that they will be a carbon copy of ourselves. 

 

One of a husband’s roles is to support his wife.  This is very 

important.  She does not have an easy job to say the least:  taking 

care of the home, the kids, often times working and more.  She 

needs to feel the security of a husband who values her, accepts her, 

supports her and makes her feel that she comes first.  When she 

feels criticized and rejected (rejected in the sense that she is not 

accepted for who she is and her wants and opinions are brushed 

aside) she will not feel secure in the marriage.  This will lead to a 

lack of shalom bayis. 

 

Why does your wife disagree with everything you suggest?  My 

assumption is that she feels a lack of security and closeness in the 

marriage.  The man is the mashpia, the giver.  He should be 

committed to providing for his wife’s needs and creating the 

environment where she and the marriage can flourish.   

 

I believe it will be helpful when you share your opinion about 

something in the home, that you are not too attached to getting 

your way.  You are merely sharing your thoughts and things do not 

have to be the way you want.  Even if your approach might make 

more sense from an objective standpoint, this does not mean that 

you need to fight to get your way.  The guiding principle is to do 

what is best for the marriage.  Very often, giving in is much better 

for the marriage then getting your way.  Although you may feel 

that it is an issue that is just too important to give in on, this still 

does not justify a fight.  Gently suggest to your wife that perhaps 

you could go together to a third party – a mashpia or Rav – who 

could help you come to a solution. 

 

Thus, I would suggest:  1.  Challenge yourself to deepen your 

acceptance and respect of your wife for who she is, a separate 

person with thoughts and feelings that are just as valid as yours; 2.  

Work on sharing your opinion in a gentle, calm and egoless way 

without needing things to be your way; 3.  Support your wife and 

create the environment where she feels secure with you and the 

marriage.  She should feel that she comes first.  If you apply these 

ideas I believe your wife will also begin to respond to you 

differently and you will see improvements in your marriage.  

However, be patient, it may take time.  You are rebuilding the 

foundation and rebuilding trust.  Even though it will be difficult at 

times, keep at it and do not get discouraged.  In the end you will 

see positive results.  Aharon Schmidt, marriage and individual 

coaching and counseling; coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 

052-524-6528 

 

    

 

Halacha Corner –  Must I remove the challah knife from the 

Shabbos table before bentching? Shulchan Aruch quotes a minhag to cover the 
knives on the table before bentching. Two reasons are given:  (1) A meal table is 
like a mizbeiach and increases life, especially so when practicing hachnosas orchim. 
Therefore, when reciting birkas hamazon which highlights these blessings, the 
table should not have upon it a (steel) knife–which is used in battle to shorten 
life–just as metal may not touch the mizbeiach.  (2) A pious man was once so 
unbearably distressed over the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash as he read 
“Bonei Yerushalayim” that he cut himself.  A minhag developed to always remove 
the knife in exactly the same circumstance even when there is no such concern.  
(Alternatively, “Bonei Yerushalayim” speaks of Moshiach’s times when swords will 
no longer be used.)  Is there a difference between the reasons? In order not to 
disturb the bracha of long life it suffices to cover the knife so that it not be seen, 
however out of concern of danger it must be out of reach. Also, if the knife isn’t 
made of steel but of silver, it does not ruin the blessing of life since swords are 
made of steel, but there is still a possibility for harm.  For blessing all knives on 
the table should be removed, but for harm it only applies to those in reach. The 
Alter Rebbe sides with the first reason and one must therefore only cover any 
knifes made of steel. The custom only includes knives, but not other metal 
dishes, even those with sharp edges.  How about on Shabbos? Shulchan Aruch 
writes that the prevailing custom is not to be concerned, and the Alter Rebbe 
explains since the “Sword of Esav” is powerless on Shabbos and cannot have 
any ill effect. The Alter Rebbe adds that “Minhag Yisroel Torah hi,” the custom of 

upstanding Jews is itself a source to be relied upon.  (by Rabbi Chaim Hillel 
Raskin, Moreh Hara’a – Beis Horaa Rechovot; reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 
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