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קורת רוח בעולם הזהשעה של   

An hour of spiritual bliss in this world 
The long winter wedding that began before sunset took away from my 
precious time. Naively, I thought I would find a shul near the hall but it 
dawned on me that the wedding was in a neighborhood that was far 
shuls and Batei Midrash. Now I was stuck in a place where I could not 
prepare the Daf Yomi shiur that I was supposed to give in the morning. 
Outside the hall I complained to my brother-in-law that had I known, I 
would have brought a small Gemara with me and I would have used 
the time to prepare the shiur. I asked him where I would be able to get 
a Gemara in a place like this?! While we were talking, a man turned to 
me and offered me a Schottenstein Gemara from his car. I was pleased 
with the help and I followed him to the car. On the way to the car, I 
thought to myself, where would I be able to sit and concentrate on the 
Gemara when I would be interrupted every minute with ‘Mazel Tov’ 
and I would not be able to concentrate. As I was looking for a quiet 
corner, the man opened his car and suggested, “Listen, you will not be 
able to concentrate properly in the hall, Perhaps I could leave the light 
on and you can sit in my car in the quiet without interruption and I will 
rejoice with the chassan at the wedding.” 
I was quite pleased with the suggestion and I sat in the quiet to learn 
and prepare the shiur for tomorrow. After I finished properly preparing 
for the shiur and I wanted to go back to the hall but I did not know 
what to do, I could not leave the parked car unlocked. I decided to 
continue learning until the owner returned. Not a few minutes passed 
and the owner returned to go home.                                    .י.ו   

 

A lesson in supervision –  בהשגחהשיעור  
In our holy yeshiva, there is also a kollel of young men. Every week 
another young man gives a lengthy lecture to the third year students. 
This week the mashgiach could not find anyone to give the lecture. He 
went around the young men and he approached a brilliant young man 
knowing that he would not give the lecture because he was very 
particular about his time and learning and he would not give up any 
learning time with his chavrusa – study partner. It just so happened 
that on that very day, for the first time this year his chavrusa was not 
able to make it. This brilliant young man delivered a lengthy, clear 
discourse demonstrating his brilliance and that he is a talmid Chacham 
steeped in his learning day and night.                                      .ב.ר.י  
 

 

Come to me and I will give you –  אלי ואתנה לכםובואו  
It is told regarding Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai who once 
dreamt on the night of Rosh Hashanah that his sister’s sons 
owed the government 600 dinars. What did he do? He 
appointed them as benefactors over the community. They 
asked him, ‘Where will we get the money?’ He told them, 
‘Take it from your own funds, and document whatever you 
spend, and at the end of the year, whatever you are missing, I 
will provide.’ At the end of the year, someone informed on 
them to the government, and one day as they were busy with 
their silk merchandise, a government official came in and 
demanded that they prepare an elegant garment for the king 
or give 600 dinars, and he took them to jail. 
When Rebbe Shimon heard about this, he went to visit them 
and he asked them how much they had spent over the course 
of the year. They checked the ledger and they saw that they 
spent 594 dinars. Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai told them, ‘Give 
me six dinars and I will get you out.’ They did not understand 
how this was possible, but they trusted Rebbe Shimon bar 
Yochai and they gave it to him. Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai 
went to the older guard and bribed him with the six dinars 
and he released them. The nephews asked Rebbe Shimon bar 
Yochai if he knew that this would happen to them and he 
replied, ‘I already knew from Rosh Hashanah’, to which they 
then asked ‘Why didn’t you tell us and we would have given 
the entire amount immediately to Tzedakah?’ He answered 
them, ‘I wanted you to give the money for the sake of 
Tzedakah.’ 
Yosef HaTzaddik invited his brothers to come and live in the 
land of Egypt, ‘for these two years the hunger is in the midst 
of the land (45:6)… and there are yet five years in which there 
will be neither plowing nor harvest’. In this way, Yosef 
guaranteed that he would show grace to his father and 
brothers, but the reality was that when Yaakov Avinu reached 
Egypt, the land was blessed in his merit and the famine 
ended. Not only did the Egyptians not support Yaakov and his 
sons, rather, they benefitted from this since the family came 
to live in their land. 
Sometimes it is difficult for a person to give his money to 
others, and if he does give, he feels that they owe him a 
tremendous debt of gratitude, but the truth is as Chaza”l have 
stated, ‘more than what the householder does for the poor 
man, the poor man does for the householder’, for in the merit 
of the kindness that a person does he extends the abundance 
over himself and his relatives. It is very possible that that 
everything that he has is only due to the merit of giving to 
others. If this is so, then how much does the person have to 
thank the poor man that he agreed to accept charity, for his 
acceptance – is true giving!                  -   Tiv HaTorah - Vayigash 

 



 

 

 סמא דיסורי קבולי
A blind man accepts his condition 

 
ויאמר יעקב אל פרעה ימי  יעקב כמה ימי שני חייך: ויאמר פרעה אל

שני מגורי שלשים ומאת שנה מעט ורעים היו ימי שני חיי ולא השיגו 
ט(-)מז:חאת ימי שני חיי אבתי בימי מגוריהם:   

Pharaoh said to Yaakov, “How many are the days of the years of 
your life?” Yaakov said to Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my 
sojourns have been a hundred and thirty years; few and bad 
have been the days of the years of my life, and they have not 
reached the days of the years of the lives of my forefathers in 
the days of their sojourns. (47:8-9) 
As an introduction to our discussion, let us quote the words of the 
“Da’as Zekainim’ who were the authors of the Tosfos on the 
above referenced posuk: ‘How many are the days of the years of 
your life?’ Simply because he appeared very old and the hair of his 
head and beard were white from his advanced age did he ask this 
and he replied ‘The days of the years of my sojourns have been 
one hundred and thirty; few and bad’ as if to say ‘my years were 
few and because of the bad that happened to me, old age 
overtook me.’ The Midrash states that when Yaakov said that his 
years were ‘few and bad’ HaKadosh Baruch Hu said to him, ‘I 
rescued you from Eisav and Lavan and I returned Dinah to you 
and even Yosef and you complain about your life that it is few and 
bad?! Your life will be shortened by the number of words from 
 and you will not live as long as your father בימי מגורי until ויאמר
Yitzchak’. There are thirty-three words in this posuk 
corresponding to the years that his life was shortened as Yitzchak 
lived one hundred and eighty years and Yaakov lived only one 
hundred and forty-seven years. 
The very thought of these words is frightening. We are talking 
about Yaakov Avinu who was the choicest of the Forefathers, and 
Yaakov had the characteristic of ‘ תפארת'  – ‘glory’ – and the 
characteristic of this trait is to intend all actions to glorify 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu through them. If so, then surely when 
Yaakov said these words he was not chas v’chalilah complaining 
against HaKadosh Baruch Hu at all, as this would be the opposite 
of his character. Rather, he was just talking innocently and he 
certainly was acting righteously, and even so, since it appeared 
from his language that he was chas v’chalilah speaking negatively 
towards HaKadosh Baruch Hui, he paid with his life, and thirty-
three years were deducted from it. 
More than this – points out HaGaon Rebbe Chaim Shmuelevitz zt”l – 
these thirty-three words were not all spoken by Yaakov, as the first eight 
words were the question of Pharaoh, so why was Yaakov deserving of 
punishment because of the words of Pharaoh? He answers that since it 
was the appearance of Yaakov that caused Pharaoh to ask this question 
as brought in the above-mentioned Midrash ‘because he saw that he was 
very old and the hair of his head and beard were white due to his 
advanced age he asked this of him’ we find that even Pharaoh’s question 
came about because of Yaakov’s sentiment, and since this was so, he was 
liable for Pharaoh’s words as well. We learn from this that even a pained 
expression is not looked upon kindly by Heaven. For this is the will of the 
omnipresent, and it is incumbent on the person to realize that everything 
that happens to him is for his benefit, even though sometimes to the 
mundane eye they appear as the opposite chas v’shalom, still, he must 
believe that they are good things, and as stated by Chaza”l (Berachos 
54a) a person is obligated to recite a blessing on the bad just as he recites 
a blessing on the good, and this is only through faith that the very trouble 
is for the good.    
We have to consider this, if Yaakov, who did not intend to use his words 
to chas v’chalilah complain against HaKadosh Baruch Hu, even so paid a 
hefty price for not controlling his mouth, then what can be said about the 
average individual who is not imbued with the Celestial Supervision and 

 

displays his distress with complaints about his situation, this person 
does not know what he is doing to himself. And so, those people 
who are always looking at what they do not have and they are not 
worthy of receiving Celestial Supervision chas v’chalilah, for these 
people there is no end for their suffering, and in their eyes, they do 
not see any reason that is causing them suffering, this unawareness 
is reason enough for their suffering. A person does not know how 
much pain and aggravation he is spared in the merit of his faith that 
the ways of Hashem Yisbarach are true. 
An exceedingly good quality is when a person accepts on himself the 
will of Hashem Yisbarach and this then sweetens the judgment, as 
explained many times in the holy seforim, and it is appropriate to 
quote the Ohr Hachaim on our parsha: There is a difference among 
the children of Yaakov who went down to Egypt, for some of them 
went down with the willingness to accept the decree of the King 
wholeheartedly, while some of them protested going down into the 
iron cauldron. This is pointed out in posuk מי ומי ההולכים – which 
ones are going (Shemos 10:8) to willingly repay the debt of the exile. 
Yaakov implies this in the wording of the posuk (46:7)  בניו ובני בניו

 ,his sons and the sons of his sons with him – went willingly – אתו
there was no need to bring them, then he lists those that did not go 
willingly, rather, Yaakov had to coerce them to go, and it states  

ת בניו וכל זרעו הביא אתובנותיו ובנו  – his daughters and the daughters 
of his sons and all his offspring he brought with him to Egypt, they 
did not want to go. 
I wanted to take the words of the Chachamim z”l to heart (Shemos Rabbah 
Chaper 1) who stated that as long as one of those who went down to Egypt 
was still alive, the subjugation did not begin, as it states (Shemos 1:6)  וימת

 Yosef died… and that entire generation – meaning – יוסף... וכל הדור ההוא
that that is when the subjugation began, for perhaps this was the payment 
for willingly accepting the decree of the King the subjugation was removed 
from them as a blind man accepts his situation. The trusted witness to this is 
that Yocheved and Serach, the daughter of Asher, were among those that 
went down to Egypt (Bereishis Rabbah Chapter 94) and the slavery began 
during their lifetimes, and the reason is because they were among those 
who Yaakov brought down against their wills. Look at the words of the Zohar 
(Vayakhel ketzach 1) on the explanation of the posuk  אשרי שאל יעקב בעזרו

  .שברו על ה'
The basis of his holy words can be applied to that which was stated 
regarding Yosef (39:20) ' ויקח אדני יוסף אתו ויתנהו אל בית הסהר מקום אשר

הר'אסירי המלך אסורים ויהי שם בבית הס  – ‘Then Yosef’s master took him and 
placed him in the prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were 
confined, and he remained there in the prison’ and obviously he was in 
prison, what is the meaning of the posuk when it repeats ‘and he remained 
there in prison’? The posuk is pointing out to us that when Yosef saw his dire 
situation, how could that accursed woman turn everything upside down, yet 
he did not complain at all, rather he accepted the matter with love knowing 
that this was the will of Hashem Yisbarach, and this is ‘and he remained 
there in prison’ that Yosef acknowledged that that was his place. Once the 
Tzaddik accepted the judgment he immediately merited that it should be 
sweetened as it states after this (39:21) ' ויהי ה' את יוסף ויט עליו חבד ויתן חינו

 Hashem was with Yosef, and He endowed him with‘ – בעיני שר בית הסוהר'
appeal, and He put his favor in the eyes of the prison warden’, he 
immediately merited a thread of favor which eased his situation for many 
years, and in a place where he could wallowed in despair he was placed in 
charge of the other prisoners (39:22) ' ויתן שר בית הסהר ביד יוסף אל כל

 The prison warden placed all inmates that were -  האסירים אשר בבית הסהר'
in the prison in Yosef’s custody’ and because of this the matter revolved 
until the butler and the baker related their dreams to him and he was 
eventually taken out and made into a king. 
We derive from this that the Tzaddik did not ear greatness were it not for 
the merit of accepting the judgment, and we can take encouragement from 
here to strengthen during times of distress and to know that whatever 
Hashem does is for the best and in the merit of this all judgments should be 
sweetened for us, and we should merit to have long, good, sweet lives. 

 


