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Ahavas Yisrael - 

The Proper Perspective  
 

When we focus on a Jew's penimiyus, 

 on the pure soul inside of him,  

our viewpoint impacts him as well, 

 and he, too, begins to  

be aware of his own goodness. 

A Jew's Inner Essence Is All 

Good  

Unfortunately, we often come across Yidden who are 

not yet Torah-and mitzvah-observant or who are flawed in 

certain basic areas of Yiddishkeit, and we wonder what our 

response should be. What should one's attitude be when 

witnessing behavior that is antithetical to the Torah way?  

Sometimes we meet up with fellow Jews who seem to 

have strayed far, yet who deeply value the little connection 

they do have to Yiddishkeit and would never be prepared to 

give up the few things they still keep. The Baal Hatanya writes 

that every Jew is intrinsically bound up with Hashem and has 

faith in Him, and therefore, even the lowliest of Jews and the 

sinners among them are willing to sacrifice their lives al 

kiddush Hashem (Likutei Amarim 8). Even a Jew who is 

externally very far from Hashem and who knows almost 

nothing about Yiddishkeit is really pure and good inside and 

wants to do good and be close to Hashem. 

So here we come back to our original question: what 

should our attitude be towards our dear, straying Jewish 

brethren? Should we perceive them as purely good? But 

surely we must not be indifferent to acts committed against 

Hashem and the Torah! 

Let's try and think: What would we do if we saw a 

tzaddik, one of the gedolei hador, mistakenly – or even 

totally inadvertently – violate a mitzvah? We would probably 

all turn away so as not to embarrass the tzaddik. We would 

realize with certainty that this was an isolated incident that 

in no way reflected upon the Yid's personality, and that we 

do not know – nor is it our job to try to understand – why 

Hashem made this happen. We would certainly not talk 

about the occurrence or think about it, chas veshalom; we 

would try to erase the memory from our minds. Indeed, 

Chazal tell us, "If you see a talmid chacham commit an 

aveirah at night, do not think badly of him the next day, for 

surely he has repented" (Brachos 19). 

Let us think further: How would we want others to 

respond if we were to speak or behave inappropriately, chas 

veshalom? We would want everybody present at the time to 

ignore and forget what they saw and definitely not 

characterize us according to this incident.  

This is the outlook we should have with regard to every 

Jew we meet. Every Jew is a pure neshamah that is 

intrinsically good and wants to do only good, yet that is 

sometimes, for some reason, "clothed" with deeds, a way of 

speech, or clothing that is totally unfitting for it. The 

neshamah is ashamed of its external garb. We don't want to 

focus on it and shame a precious Yiddishe neshamah. We 

shouldn't even try to figure out why this neshamah has come 
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to such a state; rather, we should ignore the outer covering 

and look at the holy soul that lies within. 

Sometimes, when a person wants to judge another Jew 

favorably, he will minimize the aveirah he did and convince 

himself that it is not as bad as it seems. But this is a mistake: 

when one sees an aveirah being done, it has a negative effect 

on him and causes damage to his soul. One must stay away 

from transgressors whenever possible and condemn 

wrongdoing in his mind. Nevertheless, we must be aware 

that there is a precious Jewish neshamah trapped within this 

lowly exterior. 

There is an optometric test where you are given a book 

of pictures and told to put on a pair of "three-dimensional" 

glasses, which cause you to see the pictures double. With 

these glasses, every image in the book splits into two images 

– one close to you and one behind it, farther away. A ball now 

looks like two balls, one close to you and one behind it; a 

house turns into two houses, one behind the other; and so 

on. 

We must try to look at our fellow Jews with "three-

dimensional glasses" that distinguish the outer layer from 

the penimiyus. When we encounter behavior, dress, or 

speech that is contrary to the Torah way, we must recognize 

clearly that it is wrong and emphasize that to ourselves, 

condemning the bad that has been done. At the same time, 

however, we must be able to distinguish between a Jew's 

actions and external appearance and his inner essence. We 

must realize that behavior that is antithetical to Torah is not 

reflective of the Jew at all. Behind even the coarsest external 

covering hides a precious, gentle neshamah that is suffering. 

Chazal teach us (Brachos 10)  that we should not pray that a 

sinner should die, but rather that he should repent, as Dovid 

Hamelech said, "Sins will be destroyed from the earth and 

there will no longer be wicked people" (Tehillim 104:35) – 

"sins" will be destroyed, but not "sinners," "and there will no 

longer be resha'im" – the people will no longer be resha'im, 

because they will have repented.  

When we encounter a Jew who has gone astray, we 

should pity the dear neshamah that is in exile and feel its 

pain. 

The Power of Positive Thinking 

Viewing others in a positive light is not merely the right 

and appropriate thing to do; it has the power to actually 

change reality. Our thoughts are a factual existence in 

creation that has great power. The way we perceive things 

affects them in a significant way. If we relate to the external, 

faulty part of our fellow Jews, that part will become stronger 

and more perceptible, while if we focus on the pure soul 

inside them, our thoughts will actually work to reveal the 

neshamah. To whom do they reveal it? To ourselves, to the 

person that we perceived in a positive way, and to all other 

Yidden around us. If we think negatively about our fellow 

Jew, considering him a lowly, base person, chas veshalom, his 

negative, external part will be strengthened and he will feel 

that he is bad and distant from Hakadosh Baruch Hu, R"l. But 

if we focus on his pure Jewish soul and see him as someone 

whom Hashem loves and whose neshamah yearns to be 

close to Hashem, our attitude will affect him and he will start 

to become aware of his neshamah and feel his intrinsic 

goodness. (See Sources and Additions, on p.) 

Many ba'alei teshuvah describe a certain inexplicable 

thirst and inner pull to kedushah that they felt and that led 

to their eventual return to Yiddishkeit. It may well be that it 

was other Jews' positive view of them that generated this 

inner change and brought their dormant soul back to life.  

It is important for us to be aware of the true value of 

our thoughts. We should know that they have the power to 

build worlds – but that they can also destroy, chas veshalom.

 


