
Rabbi Barros On The Weekly Sedra Parshas Korach 5776 

 בס"ד פרשת קרח תשע"ו

 

     

     This week’s sedra records the most 

unfortunate incident of Korach rebelling 

against Moshe Rabeinu’s leadership.  

Korach’s arguments were complex and even 

well-meaning to a certain extent. His 

intentions may have been noble. What can 

we learn from this sad episode? 

 

As everyone knows, Korach accused 

Moshe of unfair distribution of power.  He 

felt that he himself and others should also 

perform services in the Mishkan. Moshe 

refuted Korach’s argument and reprimanded 

him. Rashi delves deeper into Korach’s 

motivation, “But Korach, who was a clever 

person, what is it he saw which led him to 

this folly? His eye led him to error.1 He saw 

a great chain of descendants emerging from 

him. First he saw that prophet Shmuel, who 

was as important as Moshe and Aaron 

together, would descend from him. He also 

saw that his descendants would eventually 

                                                      
1 That is, his wisdom and his power of prophetic 

vision. Medrash Rabah 18:8 

take an active role in the Bais Hamikdash. 

“Is it possible that all this greatness is 

destined to be established from me even if I 

will remain silent?” It’s obvious that Korach 

was spiritually highly accomplished because 

he had Ruach HaKodesh, divine revelation, 

to look far into the future and see the 

greatness of his descendants. But however 

powerful his Ruach HaKodesh was, and Rav 

Pinchas ben Yair (Avoda Zara 20) says that 

the power of Ruach HaKodesh is so potent 

that it can even resurrect the dead, it did not 

assist him in his present; it did not show him 

how to act at the moment. It failed him 

because striving for spiritual growth can be 

attained only by following the dictates of the 

written and oral Law, not through individual 

vision. He failed to understand that one 

cannot attempt a coup d'état, and then wish 

to serve in the very system he undermined 

and discredited. Ambition to serve is a 

praiseworthy pursuit, but it can be lethal. 

 



The Medrash tells a fascinating 

anecdote. There was a man who travelled 

from Israel to ancient Babylon and witnesses 

a curious incident.  He saw two birds 

embroiled in a fight. Eventually one bird 

overcame the other and killed it. The victor 

saw that his opponent was dead, flew off, 

and after a few minutes came back with a 

leaf and placed it on the dead bird. Within a 

few minutes the dead bird began to move 

slowly, then it stretched its wings and flew 

away. The traveler was stunned by what he 

witnessed; this was nothing less than a 

resurrection of the dead, techias hameisim. 

He quickly collected the miraculous leaf and 

continued on his journey. At some point in 

his travels, he saw a lion lying dead on the 

side of the road. The kind traveler was 

overcome with pity for the majestic animal 

and decided to try reviving it. He reached 

into his sack, pulled out the miraculous leaf, 

and placed it on the lion’s motionless body. 

Lo and behold! The lion came back to life 

and ate his benefactor. The Nachlas Eliezer 

explains that this allegory teaches that 

Hashem bequeathed each one of us with the 

desire and abilities to grow spiritually and to 

help others. But, if we take those gifts and 

use them without the directions of Torah and 

its sages, it will work against us. Korach and 

Bilam were given that allegorical leaf to 

bring spiritual healing to the world, but they 

misused their gift. The Chovos Halevovos 

writes that when wisdom is used according 

to the directions of the Torah and the sages 

of Israel it can be healing. However when it 

departs from the Torah’s way, it will be 

destructive and devastating. 

The Gerrer Rebbi, Chidushei HaRim 

says that when Chana prayed to Hashem she 

was careful to ask for a child who was 

neither wise, nor a fool. Chana was a 

descendant of Korach and realized how 

dangerous it is to have too much ambition 

for prophecy and leadership. Her very own 

forefather was a victim of misguided vision.  

Had Korach followed the Torah, he 

could have used his Ruach HaKodesh to 

bring life and healing to the world. He had 

all the tools to reach spiritual greatness. 

Regrettably, he thought he knew better than 

Moshe Rabbeinu and even better than 

Hashem. Spiritual aspiration must be guided 

by the Torah in order for true spiritual 

growth to take place.  

 

 


