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GETTING OURSELVES TOGETHER AGAIN 

 Chazal tell us that when the B’nei Yisroel made the eigel ha’zahav, they actually made twelve golden calves, 

one for each of the twelve shevatim.  This certainly wasn’t a random occurrence and HaRav Yaakov Kaminetzky zt”l 

explains that most likely, a dispute broke out between the shevatim as to who should make, design, or run the golden 

calf, and so, they made twelve of them.  He points out that this was the antithesis to kabolas haTorah when k’lal 

Yisroel received the Torah as a unified people.  In order to rectify this, Moshe Rabeinu assembled the entire nation 

and instructed them about the building of the Mishkan, so that they would once again be a unified people with a single 

goal; service of the Almighty. 

 Make no mistake. This does not mean that all Jews must be identical. Both Yaakov Avinu and Moshe Rabeinu 

were very deliberate in tailoring a uniquely appropriate beracha for each of the shevatim.  K’lal Yisroel is composed of 

kohanim, leviim, and yisraelim.  Shimon’s descendent became the teachers of Torah, and while Yisachar devoted 

himself to its study, his brother Zevulun supported him with the profits he made in business dealings.  Unity doesn’t 

mean that all are the same.  Their goal however is a common one.  At matan Torah, they accepted it as one, and the 

reacceptance at Purim was also this way as is alluded to in the fact that the posuk writes the Jewish people were 

“kimu v’kibeil” (they upheld and he accepted - in the singular, although it isn’t read that way).  This was also the case 

in the building of the mishkan when each Jew occupied a different task in the donation of materials and the processing 

thereof, yet their goal was a common one, something that was lacking in the sin of the golden calf. 

 People are different because Hashem created us that way.  If He had wanted us to all be the same, he would 

have made us that way.  So as long as we work together in studying Torah and supporting it and make it our goal to 

bring about greater kavod shomayim, and shun machlokes (especially when it is about how to achieve this goal), we 

will be united as the Jews were in the construction of the mishkan.  Then, will be more likely to make it a reality and 

bring about the ultimate kavod shomayim with the arrival of Moshiach tzidkeinu and the rebuilding of the Beis 

HaMikdash, the permanent home for the Shechina. 

 As we approach the days of Pesach, this is an important lesson to remember. Although (at least until last 

year) we lacked the korban Pesach, its lessons are still integral to the yom tov. Indeed, the baal Hagadah counts iit 

among the three integral parts of the mitzvaj of sipur yetzias mitzrayim (Pesach, matza, and maror).  The Maharal 

explains that every halacha of the korban Pesach (that it is a sheep within its first year of life, that it is roasted and not 

cooked, that it must be eaten in a single group, and that one must not break its bones) are all symbolic of unity.  It was 

for this reason that the Jews were spared from the makas bechoros and in unity we will merit our ultimate redemption. 

ז“ פ ק ו ד י          ת ש ע  -פ ר ש ת            ו י ק ה ל   



 

 

THE 100 BERACHOS RECIPE 

 

 The Baal HaTurim writes that the 100 silver adanim used to support the kerashim in the mishkan are an allusion to the minimum 100 

times we say Hashem’s name of adnus in the berachos we recite every day. Dovid HaMelech mandated that everyone must recite 100 berachos 

every single day to ward off plagues of death from K’lal Yisroel.1 On a regular day, from the regular tefilos and berachos alone, we exceed the one

-hundred beracha minimum. On Shabbos and Yom Tov however, when each shemoneh esrei consists of only 7 (and not 19) berachos, we fall 

short of 100. One should try to eat fruits and other delicacies over the course of Shabbos in order to compensate. Let us take this opportunity to 

examine some of the halachos of reciting 100 berachos: 

 The gemara (Menachos 43b) says that every person is obligated to recite one hundred berachos every single day of his life. This is 

codified as the halacha  by the Rambam (Hilchos Tefillah 7:14), Tur and Shulchan Aruch (46:3).  Some include reciting 100 berachos among the 

248 positive mitzvos (Rash Ibn Gvirol, Sefer Yareim, and Bahag as quoted by the Rambam.  See also M.A. 46:7).  The Tur however writes that 

the obligation to recited 100 berachos was enacted by Dovid HaMelech as is evident in Medrashei Chazal.  See however Sefer HaManhig and 

Rabeinu Bachaya who write that Moshe Rabeinu initially instituted one hundred berachos. It was subsequently forgotten and then reinstituted by 

Dovid HaMelech in order to put a stop to a plague. 

 The poskim dispute how to calculate the day with regards to the mitzvah of reciting one hundred berachos. According to some, the day 

begins at nightfall.2 According to others, it begins in the morning.3 The halacha follows the first opinion.4 

 Regarding one who davens maariv after plag ha’mincha (i.e.  he accepts Shabbos early), it is questionable whether or not he can count 

the berachos of krias shema and shemoneh esrei towards his quota of the next day (i.e. for Shabbos). Perhaps, since he is able to daven maariv, 

we reckon the berachos he recites as “belonging” to the night and he is therefore credited for berachos of the next day. On the other hand, since it 

is still day, perhaps these berachos count towards Friday’s cheshbon. The same would then apply to the berachos of kiddush, netilas yadayim 

and hamotzi, etc.5  Similarly, the status of berachos recited during bein ha’shemashos is questionable.6 

 The custom follows the opinions that exempt women and children are exempt from the mitzvah of reciting 100 berachos.7 

 

1) Although Dovid Melech’s takana was for his generation, the gedolei ha’Achronim tell us that by properly reciting berachos with 

kavana, we too have the ability to ward off difficult gezeiros and sicknesses (r”l). 

2) Sefer Ha’Itim (195). This also appears to be the opinion of the Shibolei haLeket, Avrudraham, Kol Bo (37), Beis Yosef and Magen 

Avraham (46:3). (This appears to be their opinion based on the way they calculate the “missing” berachos on Shabbos.) 

3) As is implied by the listing of Berachos in Machzor Vitri and Sefer Ha’Orah (Rashi), Levush (46:1). 

4) Sidur Yaavetz, Sefer Seder HaYom. This also appears to be the opinion of the Shulchan Aruch HaRav (siman 46) and of the Mishna 

Berura (46:14) who begins his list with hamapil. See also Shu”t B’tzeil HaChochmah (4:155) who writes that according to most 

Rishonim, when it comes to calculating one hundred berachos, the day begins at night. 

5) See Shu”t B’tzel Hachochma (4:155) who discusses this and concludes that these berachos are counted as part of the [previous] day’s 

(i.e. Friday’s) quota.  See however Shu”t Shraga HaMeir (vol 5 43:2) who disagrees with the stance of the B’tzel Hachochma’s ruling 

that one cannot count the berachos of maariv towards his one hundred berachos of Shabbos.  He bases himself on the words of the 

Magen Avraham (267:1) who writes that since it is a mitzvah to add onto Shabbos, one can daven maariv any time after plag 

ha’mincha. Furthermore, the Taz (291:6) maintains that one can fulfill his mitzvah of eating a Shabbos seudah during this time as well. 

(See also Mishna Berura 267:3,5) Is so, these berachos can certainly be counted among the one hundred berachos of Shabbos.  See also 

Shu”t Shevet HaLevi 5:23.  who writes that since one did not yet recite havdala, he continues to experience the kedusha of Shabbos 

even beyond tzeis ha’kochavim. Accordingly, one can certainly count the berachos of birkas ha’mazon towards his quota of berachos 

for Shabbos. 

6) Even if one were to count the berachos recited on an early Shabbos towards the “next day”, it is possible that this is only because of his 

ability to expand and extend the kedusha of Shabbos, and he should still conduct himself stringently regarding berachos recited during 

bein ha’shemashos of an  ordinary weekday. 

7) Shu”t Shevet HaLevi (5:23). He reasons that many of the standard berachos includes mitzvos that women are completely exempt from 

such as tzitzis, tefilin, birkas ha’Torah, birchos krias shema, shemoneh esrei of musaf. (See shu”t Machazeh Eliyahu). See also Sefer 

Halichos Beisah (13:1) who quotes R’ S. Z. Auerbach as saying that logic dictates that Chazal never obligated women in reciting them 

even though it is not a time-bound obligation.  See however Yalkut Yosef (vol 3 177:5) who maintains that women are indeed obligated 

to recite one hundred berachos every day. Although they are not obligated in many of the standard berachos, they should bring about 

the obligation or supplement with berachos on foods, etc. 
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