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Now You Know 
Parshas Parah is an enigma. No man 

(with the possible exception of Moshe 
Rabbeinu) understood how or why it 

works. It is the quintessential ‘chok,’ a 
statute without discernible reason. 

The death of Aharon’s sons has a 
multitude of reasons given. Though any 

one of them can make sense, we don’t 
know which reason was the right one or 
if they were all contributing factors. 

Once again, we find that the human 
mind is unable to grasp the exact 

thought process of HaShem. 

When the Torah says that Aharon was 
silent, it doesn’t say, “V’shasak 

Aharon,” he was quiet, but rather 
“Vayidom,” he remained silent. 

The word “Vayidom,” is similar to the 

word ‘dimyon,’ the power of the 
imagination with which HaShem blessed 

human beings. 

It enables us to envision possibilities, to 
guess, to hypothesize, to suggest 

myriad ways of approaching HaShem’s 
will and viewing His acts. 

When his sons died, and Moshe told him 
that it was a glorification of HaShem, 

Aharon did not protest that it was unfair 
of HaShem to take his children. 

Rather, he opened his mind to the 

endless possibilities and silently 
accepted HaShem’s decision, knowing 

that there was a good reason, possibly 
even one he could never fathom. This 

made him worthy of Divine revelation. 

Thought of the week: 

The basis of real knowledge 
is knowing the extent of 
one's ignorance. 

(ZU:Y ARQYW)  “...FRs HNHW HwM wRD wRD TAUXH RYEs TAW” 
“Moshe inquired insistently about the he-goat of the sin offering for behold it 
was burned!” (Leviticus 10:16) 
When Nadav and Avihu died by Divine action, Aharon and his remaining two sons were 
now in a category of mourning that might have precluded them from eating from the 
korbanos. Three sacrifices were offered, two were one-time offerings while the third, the 
goat of Rosh Chodesh, the new month, would be offered again the following month. 

It was this third goat that Aharon decided not to eat from, and which he had burned. When 
Moshe inquired about this, he was not precisely sure what the halacha should have been. 
He was upset that he did not have time to discuss, reflect, and rule on the matter before it 
was done. 

Aharon, for his part, explained his position, while Moshe offered his. The two of them 
essentially had what R’ Tzadok HaKohain writes was the first “Talmudic discussion” in the 
Torah, in which reasoning was used to interpret the breadth and applicability of the halacha 
in question. 

Interestingly, this verse is the halfway point of the Torah in terms of word count, with one 
instance of the word “wRD” the end of the first half, and the second instance of the word 

“wRD” beginning the second half. This is significant for several reasons. 

First, we learn that when there is a division, one ought to seek out and try to find a way to 
unify. Peace is so important that one cannot simply assume there is no common ground, 
but rather he must find a way for them to join together. 

Secondly, this proves what the Gemara says in Kiddushin (30b) that two people studying 
Torah together can be bitter enemies (from their standpoints) but they will end up loving 
each other. Though Moshe and Aharon disagreed on the applicable Halacha, they were 
able to grow in respect and love for each other, despite being on two sides of the law. 

Finally, the fact that the Torah is divided between the same words is a commentary on the 
fact that you can have two opposing views and both are Torah! Right or wrong are usually 
a matter of perspective.  

Intriguingly, the Mishna says that we are to listen to the sages even if they tell us that right is 

left. But how can that be when we KNOW they are wrong?  Let us ask why it says they tell you 
right is left. Why not up and down? Right and left is actually very specific. 

When we are facing each other, my right is the other person’s left. We are both correct; it just 
depends on how you look at it. The Mishna meant to tell us that the chachomim have a better 
perspective on life and we should listen to their guidance. We do this by seeking the truth and 
learning the Torah, as did Moshe. 

One day, a man hung a poster on the bulletin board in his shul stating that R’ Yaakov 
Kamenetsky had ruled that one may not lick the glue on the back of an envelope. 
Presumably, the glue was made from non-Kosher animals and was therefore prohibited. 

Someone else saw this and asked R’ Yaakov about the psak. “I didn’t rule that way,” he 
said. “Why do you think I did.” They called in the fellow who posted the sign. 

“True, the Rav did not ‘say’ it in so many words, but I saw him sealing an envelope. Instead 
of licking it as most people do, he licked his finger and used that to seal the glue. Clearly he 
held that the glue is not kosher and thus problematic!” 

R’ Yaakov smiled and replied, “I did lick my finger instead of the envelope. But it was 
because I had a cut on my tongue.”  
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He left behind a legacy of 
generations of family and talmidim 

whose lives he touched. He embodied 
“Post-modern Orthodoxy.” 
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