
 

 וידבר ה' אל משה במדבר סיני באהל מועד 

Hashem spoke to Moshe in Midbar Sinai in the 
Ohel Moed  

The Midrash comments that the Torah was given to 
Klal Yisroel in fire, water, and in a midbar. The 
Shem MiShmuel explains that these three elements 
are very significant for us to have a proper kabolas 
hatorah. 
 When learning Torah, one’s approach must be one 
of “fire” and enthusiasm. Torah must be learnt 
with “a bren”. At the same time, limud hatorah also 
requires “water”- a calm, peaceful, thoughtful 
approach to learning, symbolized by the tranquility 
of water. This allows one to become a master of the 
Torah that he is learning. When one learns Torah in 
a state of calmness, one can experience the deepest 
sense of menucha. 
The Dubno Maggid tells the story of a merchant 
who gave a porter his satchel of precious stones to 
carry to his hotel. Later, upon meeting the porter in 
the market, the porter requested his pay for 
carrying the “heavy and tiring burden”. The 
merchant responded that if indeed it was so heavy 
and burdensome there must have been a mix up 
because the original package was not heavy at all. 
The Maggid explains that if we view the Torah as a 
burden, it must be something else that we are 
occupied with. Deracheha darchei noam- the ways 
of the Torah are pleasant!!! The Shem MiShmuel 
concludes that if one learns Torah with the quality 
of “water”, he will never experience these 
burdensome feelings. 
Finally, the Torah needs to be learned with the 
quality of “midbar”- a willingness to forgo the 
pursuits of gashmiyus that serve as roadblocks to 
ruchniyus accomplishments. 
 
On another level, the Midrash comments that fire, 
water and the desert are easily accessible by all. 
Fire can be made by rubbing two sticks together. 
Water is available wherever one goes, and the 
desert is a place that anyone can enter. The same is 
true with the nature of the Torah. Torah can be 

learned by all. There is no person that cannot 
connect to the Torah on some level. In the highest 
institutes of Torah learning, you will find the very 
same chumashim and gemaras that you can find in 
an elementary school. 
According to this explanation, we must ask 
ourselves is why all three elements are necessary? 
Would it not have been enough to give the Torah 
anywhere in the world with just the element of 
water? Would we not have known from this the 
idea that Torah is free and available? Why teach 
the same lesson three times? 
The Sefer Nachlas Eliezer (Rav Chizkiyahu Eliezer 
Kahan z”l, 1901-1968) brilliantly explains as 
follows: 
The 613 mitzvos of the Torah are comprised of 
mitzvos asei and mitzvos lo sasei- positive and 
negative commandments. In order to fulfill each 
one, a person must utilize a different force. To 
fulfill an asei, one must use the fire within; his 
passion, a force from inside the body that allows an 
action to be done. However, when fulfilling a lo 
sasei, one is actually refraining from doing an 
action. In this case, one’s internal system must 
“cool down” and not do anything. This is 
accomplished through the calm, cool water within 
a person that allows one to stay composed and not 
act.  
But here is where the problems start. There is 
always the outside factor called the yeitzer hara. 
Using his cunning ways, he manages to paint a 
different picture where suddenly, in a situation 
where one ought to sit back, one suddenly feels the 
need and urge to act, and when one is supposed to 
get moving, the yeitzer hara somehow tells us that 
this is where we must sit still. 
In order to combat this, the Torah requires us to 
make use of the third force called midbar. The 
desert is an empty place that represents the ability 
to become unhinged from everything. This is the 
force that allows one to take them out of the 
picture when necessary. At times, in order to serve 
HaShem, one must say, “I am here only to serve 
HaShem, and I will do whatever it takes to make 
that happen. I will not allow my passion to get 
involved or my apathetic demeanor to dictate what 
I do or don’t do.”  
If we can focus on HaShem like a desert where 
there is absolutely nothing else, than we will 
succeed in the great fight against the yeitzer hara. 

 
Good Shabbos,  מרדכי אפפעל    

דרכים 
 בפרשה
      במדבר 

 

R’ Mordechai Appel, 
an alumnus of 
Yeshivas Mir 

Yerushalayim, is a 
regular Maggid Shiur 

in the Toronto 
community. 

 


