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 פרשת האזינו        
                To feel the sweetness 
A Yom Tov comes out on a particular day that an 

occurrence happened. For example on Pesach, we left 
Mitzrayim. On Shavuos, we received the Torah. So, why 
does Simchas Torah1 come out this time of year2 if 
nothing occurred at this juncture?   
 

The Torah is naturally sweet and as we say ומללו

אכדובש אמלה במתיק ; the words of Torah are as sweet as 
honey.3 Likewise, the Pasuk says ונפת צופים מתוקים מדבש ; 
sweeter than honey and drippings from the combs.4

 

 

If this is the case, why do we daven for the Torah 
to become sweet to us- in Birchas Hatorah- והערב נא- if it 
naturally is? Not only that, but we see that many do not 
feel that the Torah is sweet?  

 

Let us imagine one who brushes his teeth in the 
morning and then drinks great tasting orange juice. He 
won’t enjoy the orange juice because he has a different 
taste in his mouth. We too may have a different taste in 
our mouth (desires and the like) that prevents us from 
truly enjoying the taste of Torah.5 This explains why we 
request והערב נא as we should feel the sweetness of 
Torah.6 In this way the Nesivos Shalom7 explains  חייב אדם

 one is obligated to purify himself for ;לטהר את עצמו ברגל
Yom Tov, since for the Kedusha to take effect, one needs 
to be purify himself before Yom Tov.  

                                                           
1 Parenthetically, in the opinion of R’ Nissim Karelitz, the 
Hakafos on Simchas Torah which we do for the honor of the 
Torah is considered 'חצי לה since חצי לכם is when the body gets 
pleasure (Chut Shani, Yom Tov, 3). 
2 The Chidushai Harim finds a hint to Simchas Torah following 
Succos in the words of the Targum Onkolos- תחות עננך  ואנון מדברין

 as the cloud refers to Succos since (Devarim 33:3) נטלין על מימרך
it corresponds to the ענני הכבוד and then comes נטלין על מימרך, 
taking your Torah and rejoicing in it. R’ Yaakov Abuchatzara 
commented on the Shir Shel Yom (according to the Gra) of 
Simchas Torah that השמינית are the initials of ורה תמחת שום ייום ה

חדיאד משמחה נ ; today is Simchas Torah, let us be very happy 
together. 
3 Askinu Seudasa on Shabbos day. Rashi comments (Koheles, 
11:7, s.v. ומתוק) that the light of Torah is sweet. R’ Tzadok 
explains שנה טובה ומתוקה as referring to מתיקות התורה; the 
sweetness of Torah as in מתוקים מדבש. See Ohr Hachaim, Devarim 
11:27. 
4 Tehillim 19. The Gemara (Eruvin 54b) says that words of Torah 
are beloved by those who study it. Every time it is learned, it is 
like the first time. Tangentially, the Parsha of Matan Torah is in 
Yisro. One of his names was חובב because he loved the Torah 
(Shemos 18:1, Rashi). 
5 See Rambam in Hilchos Daos 2:1, Yeshaya 5:20 
6 For the Torah to taste good, one needs to develop his taste 
buds. For this reason the Torah is compared to wine (Avoda 
Zara 35a). Just as In order to enjoy the taste of wine, one needs 
to develop a taste for it, likewise one has to develop a taste for 
the Torah. An analogy given is an animal such as a cow which 
has a tongue with many taste buds. It is because of this that it 
can taste food a lot more than other animals. On the other 
hand, a fly which is small and has fewer taste buds eats garbage 
and the like as well as that which does taste good, since it is not 
as sensitive to taste. 
7 Emor, Mikrai Kodesh. Rosh Hashana 16b. 

This is comparable to a surgeon who performs 
surgery with dirty utensils. Even if he is a top surgeon the 
surgery won’t be successful as tainted utensils produce 
tainted products. The same applies to spirituality as one 
can’t expect to use his mouth for all types of prohibitions 
and then expect to feel the sweetness of Torah.8

 

 

We cause the bitterness by sinning and creating 
barriers between us and Hashem. The analogy is given of 
one whom after a long journey is told to smell a special 
fragrance. Upon smelling it, he is repulsed. The man 
realizes that the fragrance smells fine rather he is the one 
who smells after the long journey. Smelling the fragrance 
after taking a shower, he realizes it is indeed a great 
smelling scent. The same is true of Torah as if it doesn’t 
taste good to us it is because we smell. This is the 
meaning in the Pasuk in our Parsha רק הוא מכם- if the Torah 
appears empty, it is מכם- because of you, meaning the 
deficiency is in you not in the Torah.9   

 

Many stories are told that illustrate the 
sweetness of Torah.10 When R’ Chaim Shmulevitz11 
suffered a stroke, the doctor told him that normally I 
would instruct a patient to rest and not to strain himself. 
However, the best therapy for you is to deliver your 
Torah lectures.  

 

R’ Baruch Ber12 (1866-1939) expressed his love for 
Torah in these words: what can compare to my situation 
as I have the Ketzos, Shaagas Aryeh, R’ Akiva Eiger 
waiting for me at my bedside. I can’t wait to wash my 
hands and arise to my riches.13

 

 

When the Gerrer Rebbe was ill, the doctor 
advised him to gain strength by getting more sleep. The 
Rebbe’s response was that a Jew gets his strength from 
Torah and Tefila.14   

 

                                                           
8 Kedusha means to be separated, removed as Rashi tells us 
(Vayikra 19:2). Likewise, the Gemara (Kidushin 2b) says through 
the act of Kidushin אסר לה אכולי עלמא כהקדש; the husband makes 
her forbidden to everyone like consecrated property. To feel 
Kedusha, one needs to be distant from חול; mundane. For this 
reason, we are called an עם קדוש as we are exclusive, through 
the 613 Mitzvos. Thus in Havdala, we say ל...בין ישראל בין קדש לחו

 The only one of the Shalosh Regalim that doesn’t have a  .לעמים
Chol Hamoed is Shavuos since there is no חול by Torah. 
9 Devarim 32:47. See Yerushalmi Peah 1:1 
10 In the view of R’ Nissim Karelitz one who learns Torah and 
enjoys it ( מלימודונהנה  ) is also included in Oneg Shabbos (Chut 
Shani, 1,1 Shaar Hatziyon 12). 
11 He was the Rosh Hayeshiva of the Mir in Mir in Poland, 
Shanghai and Yerushalayim. He passed away in 1979.  
12 He was the Rosh Hayeshiva of Kaminetz and a student of R’ 
Chaim Brisker. 
13 The Ohr Hachaim (Bamidbar 23:21, s.v. גם נתכוון לומר) 
comments that although Tzadikim perform Mitzvos and are 
engaged in Torah they don’t feel that it is toil as in עמל הוא בעיני; 
it is painful for me (Tehillim 73:16). Rather it is like one who 
delights as they have a tremendous desire for Torah.  
14 We know that Torah is compared to water (Taanis 7a). Since 
 so when one learns, he waters the whole ,תלמוד תורה כנגד כולם
tree- our whole being. This is in contrast to when one performs 
a Mitzva as then he waters only that corresponding branch. 



Due to the poverty of R’ Tzadok (1823-1900)-15 
who at age 3½ learned Gemara with Tosafos- when there 
was no candle light, he didn’t have light from where to 
learn.  Since he had such diligence and love for Torah, he 
would go outside with his Gemara and learn by the 
moonlight.16

 

 

We find that people’s faces had light because of 
the Torah. Indeed, the Gemara uses the term צהבו פניו; his 
face lit up, due to the happiness as he was satisfied with 
the explanation he heard.17 The Yerushalmi relates that R’ 
Abahu once had a radiant countenance because he 
discovered an old, rare section of the Tosefta that he 
never saw before. Upon learning its novel teachings, he 
experienced such an ecstasy like one who found sudden 
wealth.18

 

 

The Ohr Hachaim19 tells us that if people would 
feel the sweetness of Torah, they would go crazy and run 
after it and not give any importance to gold and silver 
because the Torah includes every good that there is in the 
world.   
 

When Rav Chaim Ozer’s daughter died, he said 
שעשעי אז אבדתי בעניי תורתך ילול ; if the Torah had not been 

my delight, I would have perished in my affliction.20 If not 
for the Torah, he would not have been able to overcome 
the tragedy.   

 

                                                           
15 He had a meager income from his wife’s small clothing store. 
He declined any gifts and the many offerings from communities 
to be Rav. Only in 1888, when R’ Leible Eiger died did he have a 
position of leadership. R’ Leibe Eiger would fulfill Matnas 
Kehuna to R’ Tzadok- who was a Kohen- as when he 
slaughtered an animal, he would give him the זרוע, לחיים and that 
which is given to the Kohen. 
16 Introduction to his Sefer שיחת מלאכי השרת. R’ Tzadok would 
finish Shas every 2 months. Although we have many Sefarim 
from him, there are many more that we don’t have. R’ Tzadok’s 
teachings are difficult to understand since he wrote very 
concise and without sources because he figured the reader 
knew it already. Although he was born Litvish, at the age of 24, 
in the year 1847, he became Chassidish. From then on, nearly all 
his writings were in נסתר- hidden aspects of Torah- whereas 
before his writings were nearly all in נגלה- revealed aspects of 
Torah. Tzidkas Hatzadik was the first Sefer he wrote after he 
became Chassidish. Pri tzadik was the first Sefer to be printed 
after his death. R’ Tzadok has essays on algebra, geometry and 
the like. His Bar Mitzva speech- which contains four parts- is 
printed in the end of his Sefer Meishiv Tzedek.  
17 Zevachim 19b, Rashi. see Yerushalmi Pesachim 10:1. Another 
example is Moshe as when he descended from Har Sinai his face 
was radiant (34:29). This is in accordance with חכמת אדם תאיר פניו; 
a man’s wisdom lights up his face (Koheles 8:1). Tangentially, 
this is similar to what we say when one is smart (wisdom)- he is 
bright. 
18 Shekalim 3:2, Korbon Haeida, Tiklin Chadtin. 
19 Devarim 26:11. The Pasuk states ומצור דבש אשביעך; with honey 
from the rock I sate you (Tehillim 81). דבש are the first letters of 
 .מתיקות התורה -as that is real sweetness, real honey דעה, בינה, שכל
This- which was given from Hashem (who is called the rock- 
Devarim 32:4)- is what sates spiritual people. 
20 Tehillim 119:92 

The sweetness and enjoyment of Torah is shown 
to us in Hilchos Tisha Bav as one can’t learn Torah then 
since it makes him happy.21  

 

When R’ Yechezkal Abramsky was sitting Shiva, 
he learned like regular. He said it is analogous to the 
prohibition of איסור רחיצה; washing on Tisha Bav as it is 
only forbidden if it is for pleasure- תענוג. However, if one 
has dirt on his hands, he can remove it on Tisha Bav.22 He 
applied this to his learning during Shiva as he reasoned it 
is not for pleasure that he was learning rather just to 
remove the pain of not learning that would be there 
otherwise.23

 

  

Simchas Torah follows Rosh Hashana, Yom 
Kippur and Succos. That is, the revelation of the מלכות of 
Hashem (Rosh Hashana), a day of תשובה and כפרה (Yom 
Kippur) and sitting in the צילא דמהמנותא (Succos), the 
shadow of faith.24 After experiencing that, we merit to 
break the barriers and be purified. So, only now, can we 
truly feel the sweetness of Torah. This is the deeper 
meaning in והיית אך שמח

25  as אך has a Gematria of 21. This 
refers to the 21 days from Rosh Hashana to Shemini 
Atzeres. From these 21 days, we get to feel the Simcha of 
Torah.26 Hence, it is called תורה שמחת  since only now can 
we feel the true sweetness of Torah.  
*********************************************************** 

             Patience   
Some people may attempt to grow in their 

Avodas Hashem and feel they are not progressing. For 
this reason, it says27 לקחי מטריערף כ . Just as when it rains, 
we only see the effect it has on the plants after a period 
of time, the same is with Avodas Hashem as we may not 
see results immediately. 
 

An example of this we see in the world is the 
Chinese bamboo. The Chinese plant the seed. They then 
water and fertilize it the 1st year and nothing happens. 
They do this again the 2nd, 3rd and 4th year and still nothing 
happens. They water and fertilize it again for the 5th year. 
Sometime during the 5th year in a period of approximately 
6 weeks, the Chinese bamboo tree grows roughly 90 
feet. So, did it grow 90 feet in 6 weeks or in 5 years? 
Obviously, 5 years, since without the water and fertilizer 
each year there would be no Chinese bamboo tree.  
To receive this on a weekly email, feedback, comments or to support 
this publication please contact Yehoshua Alt at parshadt28@gmail.  

     לעילוי נשמת שמואל אביגדור בן יצחק מאיר

                                                           
21 Orach Chaim 554:1. There is that which one can learn on Tisha 
Bav such as Iyov and the like- negative topics. 
22 Orach Chaim 554:19 
23 Did you ever wonder why a baby cries by his Bris? R’ Chaim 
Kanievsky said this is because of the Torah he forgot from when 
he was in his mother’s womb (Derech Sicha, pg 355). 
24 Emor, Zohar 
25 Devarim 16:15. The Shaagas Aryeh (69) says there is a special 
obligation of Limud Hatorah on Yom Tov because of Simchas 
Yom Tov. 
26 This sheds light on אך טוב (Tehillim 23:6) as through these 21 
days- as אך has a Gematria of 21- we can feel Torah as טוב refers 
to Torah (Avoda Zara 19b).  
27 Devarim 32:2. The word מטר is an acronym of רחכם, טשאכם מ

יבכם ר  (Devarim 1:12)- expressions of burden- as Avodas Hashem 
requires work. 


