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Now You Know 
While the beginning of the parsha 

discusses a spiritual foe, the end of 
the parsha discusses Amalek, which is 
the physical embodiment of the ideals 
of the Evil Inclination. 

Amalek attacked us when we left 

Egypt. Though other nations were 
afraid to harm us lest they suffer the 
wrath of the Al-mighty, Amalek 
specifically fought with us to dispel 
that mystique. 

They have a war against G-d, and 

because of that they fight with those 
who live in a way that shows they 
have a relationship with Him. 

The Torah tells us to remember how 

they “happened upon” us as we 
traveled. The word ‘kar’cha,’ meaning 
“chanced upon” is explained three 
ways by Rashi. 

1. CoincidenceCoincidenceCoincidenceCoincidence – They sought to 

prove that everything in life is natural. 
G-d is NOT a force in the Universe. 

2.    ImpurityImpurityImpurityImpurity – They defiled the Jews 
through immorality. 

3. CoolCoolCoolCool – They cooled our fire by 
making the other nations think it was 
safe to attack us. 

This insidious methodology was 
intended to drive the Jews away from 
HaShem and still works. 

By forgetting that G-d is present and 
involved in every moment of our lives, 
we may succumb to sin. Worse, the 
fire of our love for HaShem is cooled 

and we drift away. We must always 
remember this scheme of Amalek and 
not be fooled. Never Forget! 

 Thought of the week: 

Doubt your motives; but 
never your abilities. 

  (Y:AK OYRBD) „.WYBw TYBwW VDYB VYLQA ÂH WNTNW VYBYA LE HMXLML ACT YK‰ 
“When you go out to war against your enemies, and the L-rd your G-d gives 
him into your hand, and you capture his captive.”  (Deut. 21:10) 

The Torah here switches from plural to single. You’re fighting ‘enemies’ but G-d gives ‘him’ 
into your hand. R’ Mordecai Gifter z”l, the Telzer Rosh HaYeshiva uses this to teach a key 
lesson. Often, the concept of warring against the enemy is used as a metaphor for fighting 
the Yetzer Hara, the evil inclination, and ‘his captive’ is you, yourself. 

R’ Gifter says that the Satan takes many forms, and while you are fighting different 
enemies, when you finally vanquish them you will come to find that it was just a single 
enemy, the evil inclination which sought to tempt you, dressed up in various costumes. 

Building on this idea, we move on to the next verses, relating to the ‘yefas to’ar,’ the 
beautiful non-Jewish women who attract the soldiers. The Torah permits taking such a wife 
because it understands that the man’s desire would be too strong for him to fight it. In 
actuality, permitting the war bride is a tool to fight the Yetzer Hara. Since something that is 
prohibited is more enticing, making it permissible lessens its allure. 

Then, the Torah shows us more ways to beat back this perennial foe. By removing the 
things that make the woman beautiful, and seeing her at her most basic, we have a better 
understanding of the reality. 

By making the man wait for thirty days before marrying her, the newness, always 
something that adds to excitement and desire, has worn off. This teaches us to cool down 
before succumbing to a sin. When one delays satisfying a desire, much as one delays 
exploding in anger by counting to ten, he is less likely to give in to his inappropriate urges. 

There is also another disguise of the Yetzer Hara which the Torah clues us into with this 
topic. This man has witnessed miracles on the battlefield; he has seen HaShem’s salvation, 
how can he now sink so low as to take this non-Jewish seductress as his wife? 

In truth, it is precisely because he has seen his actions guided by G-d. He now feels that 
every move he makes is directed by Heaven and if he has a desire for this woman, he 
assumes that it must be imperative for him to bring her into the Jewish Nation. 

The Ohr HaChaim quotes the Zohar that many holy souls were dispersed into the world 
and they become converts like Ruth and Unkelos. In some cases, the beautiful war captive 
is one of these souls who is given the opportunity to convert and join the Jewish People. 

We are warned to realize that this drive and passion we have for the woman, thinking that 
by bringing her under the wings of HaShem’s countenance we are doing a good thing, 
could very well be just another trick of the enemy of a thousand faces. 

When R’ Chaim Volozhiner z”l had the idea to found his famous yeshiva in Volozhin, which 
came to be the paradigm for the modern-day Yeshiva, he excitedly approached his Rebbi, R’ 
Eliyahu, the Gaon of Vilna. He was surprised and more than a little disappointed when the Gaon 
did not share his enthusiasm. He shelved the project. 

A few years later, he still thought it was a good idea, so he approached the Vilna Gaon again. 
This time his Rebbi wished him well and told him it was a wonderful idea. He was confused. 
Previously, the Gaon had not thought highly of the concept. What changed? 

“When you first came to me,” explained R’ Eliyahu, “you were so passionate and sure this was a 
great idea that I was afraid the Yetzer Hara was involved. But now that you have let your 
passion cool, and you still think it’s a good idea, then I know your intentions are pure and your 
efforts will be blessed.”  
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Grabie     
Who died al kiddush HaShem at the 

hands of the Nazis W‰wYW‰wYW‰wYW‰wY    ----    LWLA LWLA LWLA LWLA ÂKÂKÂKÂK    UYYCRAYUYYCRAYUYYCRAYUYYCRAY 

They left behind a shining legacy of B’nai 

Torah and ehrliche Yidden. May it be a 

continual source of merit for them. 

THIS is a good idea 
for everyone! 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


