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 In this week’s parsha Hashem instructs Yaakov to travel to Bais El, the place where 

two decades and change earlier He had promised Yaakov to protect him from Eisav. Now 

that that assurance had been delivered, Hashem tells him to go back there and build an altar 

as an expression of thanks (see Seforno to Beraishis, 35:1). At first glance this seems 

puzzling. Is Yaakov like a three-year-old who gets a candy, and Mommy or Daddy have to 

prompt the child to say “Thank You"? Does such a Thank You even have any meaning? 

And, do you think Yaakov hadn’t thanked Hashem many times over already at each point 

of success and salvation?  

 In preparation for this holy pilgrimage, Yaakov instructed the people travelling with 

him (which included his family and the many pagan captives from Shimon & Levi’s 

liquidation of Shechem) to divest themselves from any and all objects (and mindsets) of 

idolatry that they may have taken from the loot of the city of Shechem.  The Torah then 

tells us a most interesting thing; they handed over to Yaakov all the idols. But that’s not 

all; they also gave him “Hanezamim asher be’aznayhem” – “The rings that were in their 

ears” (Beraishis, 35:4).  Wait a minute, why in the world did they hand over their earrings? 

Yaakov had not asked for any of their jewelry, he just asked for the idols. Targum Yonason 

does explain that the earrings (that they had taken from Shechem) had designs of idols 

upon them. But there are two problems with this: a) Why are the earrings singled out from 

among all the idol paraphernalia that they handed over? b) Why would there be idol designs 

only on the earrings and not any other piece of jewelry? Perhaps we can suggest a different 

understanding of why earrings were handed over at this occasion.  

 Yaakov had been on an epic journey. He had left his parents’ house 22 years earlier 

a penniless fugitive without wife and kids, leaving a country promised to his descendants. 

Hardly how one would picture the third and final link of our Patriarchs. But now, upon his 

return to the Promised Land, he is a married man with a large family, healthy and wealthy. 

This is an important juncture not only in the personal history of Yaakov, but in Jewish 

history too. For this was a completion of the persona known as Yaakov, making it the 

moment in time where the triumvir known as “The Avos” was realized. [This is why 

Hashem (Beraishis, 35:9) is about to change Yaakov’s name to Yisrael. The Sfas Emes 

tells us that this is because he had completed his spiritual job description in life as a Yaakov. 

His continued efforts to further his relationship to G-d were akin to one pouring liquid into 

a cup, where he continues pouring even though the cup is full to the brim, causing the liquid 

to spill over the sides. The cup known as Yaakov was full to the brim. Yaakov, though, 

was still pouring. Pouring his heart and his soul into serving his Creator. And Hashem 

therefore provides him with a new cup, a new job description, a new persona known as 

Yisrael.] 

 Some novels have a curious statement after their last paragraph: “The End”. Huh? 

Why is this necessary? I know it’s the end; there are no more pages to turn, nor words to 

read. I believe it is to provide a visual and official finality to what the mind already knows. 

This gives the reader a more vivid book-end to the story, enhancing the reading experience. 

Humans also write stories with their lives. For a Yid, the book-ends of the human story are 

to vividly and officially thank Hashem, even though He knows we are thankful and we 

have thanked Him many times along the way. Now we can understand why Hashem tells 

him to go back to Bais El and build a thank-you altar. Sure, Yaakov had already offered 



his heartfelt thanks to Hashem. But this was a book-end moment in the life of Yaakov, his 

book had been written, his story had been told. And another official Thank You is in order. 

 The picture that is developing of this Bais El episode is one of National historic 

significance. A watershed moment for Klal Yisrael, where they could officially add to their 

bio that they had been completely developed by The Three Avos as a nation with all the 

tools with which to serve Hashem. It was a national moment, our July the 4th, our Bastille 

Day, our Þjóðhátíðardagurinn (Iceland National Day). 

 Hanezamim asher be’aznayhem. Let’s talk about earrings. This is the first time the 

Torah talks of such a piece of jewelry. Sure, nezamim had been mentioned earlier in the 

Torah, Eliezer gave one to Rivka, but that was a nose ring not an earring (for he only gave 

her one). There is a later reference though, to earrings in the Torah, and that is by the 

episode of the Aigel, where the menfolk removed their earrings to provide gold to be melted 

into a Golden Calf. Chazal (Pirkei D’Rebbi Elazar, Perek 45), in describing those earrings, 

refers to (the wearing of) them as “Kema’aseh Hamitzrim U’kema’aseh Arviyim” – “An 

Egyptian and Arab act”. The wearing of earrings was something that Yidden picked up 

from the nations amongst whom we had lived. Very interesting, but why would this be a 

point for Chazal to make at the Aigel? Perhaps, there is something deeper going on. 

Earrings, unlike any other piece of jewelry, force the human body to become its accessory. 

All other jewelry sit upon the human flesh. Yes, even the nose ring of those times was not 

inserted into the human nose like a bull, but was rather hanging over the nose from straps 

coming down from the forehead (see Ibn Ezra, Beraishis, 24:22) Something upon the flesh 

is an accessory to the body. But when one has to make a hole and alter the perfect human 

body in order to wear an earring, subconsciously the body has become an accessory, nay, 

a slave to the jewelry. (Altering the human body is found by Milah. That too is an act of 

slavery, where a Jew dedicates himself to Hashem.) Chazal want to explain why, from all 

their jewelry, the ones used to create the Aigel were the earrings. A Yid should be a slave 

to only one entity: Hashem. A loyal slave would never fall prey to the machinations of the 

Satan and turn to a Golden Calf. So how did it happen? The answer is that one who has 

already (albeit subtly) allowed his body to become enslaved to something other than G-d, 

such as an earring, has opened the floodgates to accept slavery and to pledge allegiance to 

other forms and entities. “Kema’aseh Hamitzrim U’kema’aseh Arviyim”. The wearing of 

earrings was not part of our original culture, it was something we learned from the cultures 

around us. Innocent enough on the surface, but it did eventually allow the making of a 

Golden Calf. 

 Bais El was a National celebration, a Yiddish celebration. Says Yaakov we are going 

to do this right. Just like it is inappropriate to fly the Union Jack flag here in U.S. on July 

the 4th, so too, on a day where we thank Hashem for molding us into a going concern, on 

a day where we pledge our allegiance to Him as Yidden, it is inappropriate to come to that 

celebration adorned with earrings. This was no time nor place for “Kema’aseh Hamitzrim 

U’kema’aseh Arviyim”. 
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