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Please Refrain From Reading During Davening and Krias HaTorah. 

     HALACHOS OF WOMEN     

…Continued from previous week 

1) On all days of Sukkos, including Chol Hamoed, the entire Hallel is recited, as each day had a 

unique Korban in the Bais HaMikdash and thus is considered an individual holiday. 

On all eight days of Chanukah the entire Hallel is recited, even though it isn't a "Mo'ed" and is 

not forbidden to do Melacha, as miracles were experienced by Klal Yisroel on each of the eight 

days and thus the recitation of Hallel was instituted.(See Talmud Eruchin 10b) 

2) Purim, even though it is a day on which miracles were experienced by klal Yisroel, does not 

have the obligation to recite Hallel.  There are two reasons given for this, a) Since Klal Yisroel 

was still subjugated under the rule of King Achashveirush even after their being saved from 

death, the joy was not complete, b) The reading of the Megilah, itself an expression of thanks 

and raise to Hashem, is in lieu of the recitation of Hallel. (See Talmud Megilah 14a) 

3) On the first day [and second day in Chutz L'Aretz] of Pesach the entire Hallel is 

recited. (Shulchan Aruch Siman 488:1) 

On the last day [or days] of Pesach only "half Hallel" is recited as on that day we 

commemorate Krias Yam Suf, the splitting of the Red Sea and the annihilation of our Egyptian 

foes, and thus on a day when Hashem's creations (no matter how evil they were) are being 

destroyed, Hashem does not desire Hallel to be recited. (See Mishna Berura Siman 490:7 quoting 

the Midrash) 

4) On the days of Chol Hamoed Pesach we also only say "half" Hallel.. One reason cited for this 

is that since the Korban brought on these days was the same as was brought on the first day of 

Yom Tov (unlike Chol Hamoed Sukkos, where each day had a unique Korban) it does not qualify 

as a "joyous" day to necessitate a full Hallel recital. (See Talmud Eruchin 10a-b) 

Another reason cited by the Mishna Berura (ibid.) is that since we do not recite the entire Hallel 

on the last days of pesach as we explained above, we don't want the days of Chol Hamoed to 

seem more respected than the days of Yom Tov and therefore do not require more than "half" 

Hallel on Chol Hamoed either. On Shavuos the entire Hallel is recited. 

5) Before reciting the "half" Hallel on Rosh Chodesh, the blessing of "Baruch Ata 

Hashem...Likro Es HaHallel" is recited. (Even though it's only a minhag, as on some minhagim we do 

find that brachos were enacted. See Mishna Berura Siman 422:14 and 15) 
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6) It is proper, if possible, to try and recite Hallel together with another two people who say [at 

least] the main parts along with you. (See Rama Siman 422:2) 

7) The proper place for the recital of Hallel is immediately after Shacharis. 

Even though Tefilah of Musaf is a more common recitation than Hallel and thus should really be 

recited first (due to the Halachic rule of Tadir V'She'aino Tadir, Tadir Kodem, the item that is 

said/performed more often precedes the less common item) still Hallel is first due to us 

wanting, for various reasons, to recite it in conjunction with Shacharis. (See Biur Halacha Siman 

422 Dibur Hamaschil V'Korim. See also Shulchan Aruch HaRav Siman 131:5 where he says it's due to 

"Zrizim Makdimin L'Mitzvos, our eagerness to fulfill this Mitzvah as early as possible". See also Shu"t 

Yaskil Avdi, from the great Mekubal and Posek Rav Ovadiah Ha'adayah Zatzal, Vol. 8 Siman 20:55, where 

he writes that Hallel is a continuation of Ya'aleh V'Yavo and also that by saying Hallel in the place where 

Tachanun is usually recited, it is a proclamation of respect for this exalted day. See also Igros Moshe 

Orach Chaim Vol. 3 Siman 70 for additional reasoning) 

8) Some Poskim rule that one may not talk or make unnecessary interruptions between the end 

of their Shemona Esrei and their recitation of Hallel; many Poskim, however, reject this. (See 

Igros Moshe ibid. and Mishna Berura Siman 123:18 where he seems to rule that this is a rule strictly for a 

Shliach Tzibur and not for individuals.) 

9) Although women are not obligated in the recital of Hallel, being that it is a time-bound 

Mitzvah (Mitzvas Asei She'Hazman Grama), they still may recite the Hallel if they so desire, and 

indeed many women nowadays do recite it. 

10) Although Ashkenazic women may recite a Bracha on the Hallel in the event that they do 

choose to recite it. (See Biur Halacha Siman 422, end of Dibur Hamaschil Hallel where he cites two 

reasons), women who follow the Sephardic tradition and follow the ruling of the Bet Yosef, don't 

recite Brachos on any time-bound Mitzvos, and should probably also refrain from reciting a 

Bracha on Hallel on Rosh Chodesh or any time.A Rav must be consulted for Halacha L'Ma'aseh 

 …To be continued next week B’Ezras Hashem 

 

 

 

If you only pray when you're in trouble, you're in trouble 
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