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על כן יאמרו המשלים באו חשבון, “ 21:27

 ”תבנה ותכונן עיר סיחון

“Regarding this the poets would say: Come to 

Cheshbon – let it be built and established as the 

city of Sichon.” The Torah is telling us of Klal 

Yisroel’s journey through the Midbar, en route to 

Eretz Kna’an – Eretz Yisroel.  Sichon would not 

allow Klal Yisroel to journey through their land.  

Klal Yisroel had a war with them and defeated 

them.  Klal Yisroel settled in Cheshbon and all of its 

suburbs – all of which were in the land of Sichon.  

Originally the land belonged to Moav, though 

Sichon conquered it from them.  Then the Torah 

states a peculiar Posuk, of what the משלים would 

say.  What is the Torah teaching us here?    The 

following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, 

and support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph.    

י"רש  על כן יאמרו המשלים באו “ 21:27 – 

 the poets” – This refers to“ – ”המשלים“ – ”חשבון

Bilam and his father Beor.  They said, “Come to 

Cheshbon” for Sichon was unable to conquer it 

from Moav so he went and hired Bilam to curse it.  

This is what is meant by what Balak said to Bilam, 

 For I know that“ – ”כי ידעתי את אשר תברך מברך“

whomever you bless is blessed, and whomever you 

curse is cursed.”  

על כן יאמרו “ 78b - 21:27 – בבא בתרא 

 These are the – ”משלים“ – ”המשלים באו חשבון

ones who rule over their desires.  They say, “ באו

 Come let us make an accounting of this – ”חשבון

world.  “ ושכר עבירה כנגד , ד שכרההפסד מצוה כנג

 Weighing a Mitzvah’s loss against its“ – ”הפסדה

gain, and a sin’s gain against its loss.”  “ תבנה

 If you make this accounting to prevent you – ”ותכונן

from being led astray by your desires, you will be 

built up in this world, and you will be established in 

the World to Come. “עיר סיחון” – If a person does 

not take this advice, and acts like a fool which 

follows “סיחה נאה” – “gentle talk” – meaning he 

allows himself to be persuaded by the Yetzer Hara, 

then “כי אש יצאה מחשבון” – a fire will come forth 

and consume those who do not make this 

accounting.   

על כן יאמרו המשלים “ 21:27 - אורות אלים 

הפסד מצוה כנגד “ Bava Basra 78b – ”באו חשבון

ושכר עבירה כנגד הפסדה, שכרה ” – this is an 

important rule in Torah and Mitzvos.  One who 

wants to be a Yarei Hashem should ward off evil 

and do good.  One should think about this each and 

every day - how he can accomplish recognizing the 

loss that an Aveirah causes, and the goodness that 

comes from a Mitzvah.  

על כן יאמרו המשלים באו “ 21:27 - בן איש חי 

 a ,גזר דין How can Teshuva destroy a – ”חשבון

verdict, that is sealed for bad against a person?  

While a person is doing evil, the sealed verdict 

against him is because he is under the control of 

his Yetzer Hara. However when he does Teshuva, 

and conquers his Yetzer Hara, at that point in time, 

the Yetzer Hatov takes complete control.  If one 

makes an oath that he will not enter Reuven’s 

home, and then Reuven sells his home to Shimon, 

it is permitted for him to enter the home that was 

once forbidden to him, for it is no longer Reuven’s 

home.  The Gemara in Chulin learns this from 

Amon and Moav, which became purified by Sichon 

conquering them.  So too, when one does Teshuva, 

the Yetzer Hatov takes control over the Guf from 

the Yetzer Hara, from upon whom the evil decree 

was judged, and he is like a new person.  The 

sealed evil decree was never upon this new 

individual – under the dominion of the Yetzer 

Hatov.   

על כן יאמרו המשלים באו “ 21:27 - דן ידין 

 How can one rule over his Yetzer Hara – ”חשבון

and do Teshuva?  It is only with the Torah 

Hakdosha, for one can only know what Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu desires through the words of the Torah.  

As the Gemara in Kiddushin 30a says, “ בראתי יצר

בראתי לו תורה תבלין, הרע ” – “I (Hashem) created 

the Yetzer Hara, and I created the antidote for it, 

the Torah.”   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר  על כן יאמרו “ 21:27 - 

 refers to one who ”משלים“ – ”המשלים באו חשבון
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perceives and describes historical events, not as a 

chronicler but as one who tells of Hashem’s 

workings in history.  He sees the solitary event in 

the generality of Hashem’s laws of world history, 

and a historical account from this perspective is 

truly a בואו חשבון“  .משל” – All those who did not 

yet know that dynasties rise and fall, and that 

power built on the illusion of the might of the 

pagan gods will ultimately vanish, should go to the 

place called, “Cheshbon.”  Let them see how 

Cheshbon, formerly the pride of Moav, is now 

rebuilt and fortified, and called, “the city of 

Sichon.”  From there, Sichon went on to capture a 

large part of Moav’s territory. 

םבעל הטורי   ”על כן יאמרו המשלים“ 21:27  - 

– These words are the same Gematria as “ אלה המה

 These are the people who rule“ – ”המשלים ביצרם

over their inclinations.” 

על כן יאמרו המשלים באו “ 21:27 - טיב לבב 

 The Gemara in Bava Basra explains this – ”חשבון

Posuk to refer to one who rules over his Yetzer 

Hara.  The Gemara generally explains Pesukim in 

the Torah based on the meaning of the words.  

Why does the Gemara change from that here, and 

explain this Posuk in a completely different manner 

than the Poshut P’shat of the Posuk?  Yaakov and 

Eisav split their inheritance, with Yaakov receiving 

Olam Habah, and Eisav receiving Olam Hazeh.  If so, 

why are Klal Yisroel entitled to any Olam Hazeh: 

food, land, etc….?  The Chida explains from the 

ש פרימו"מהר  that if not for Klal Yisroel performing 

Mitzvos and learning Torah, the world would cease 

to exist.  It says in Bava Metzia 24a, that if 

someone rescues an object that is not his from the 

throes of the river, he is allowed to keep it.  The 

reason for this is because being that it was in the 

sea, and it was lost from the person who originally 

owned it.  Now that he saves the object, he is 

allowed to keep it. Without Klal Yisroel learning 

Torah, there would be no Olam Hazeh.  Therefore, 

Olam Hazeh is like it is in the sea, and will be lost 

forever.  Klal Yisroel comes along and saves it, and 

therefore they can keep the Olam Hazeh – it 

becomes theirs.  The Poshut P’shat in the Posuk is 

that we are speaking about the land called 

Cheshbon, which was originally the land of Moav 

but was conquered by Sichon.  It was through 

Sichon conquering it, that purified it for Klal Yisroel 

and allowed them to take it.  If Moav had it, Klal 

Yisroel were forbidden to take their land, and 

Moav would have been safe from Klal Yisroel.  This 

brings up the question – why were Klal Yisroel 

allowed to take it at all?  Yaakov took Olam Habah, 

and had no right in the portion of Eisav, of Olam 

Hazeh.  Therefore, the Gemara comes to explain 

that by Klal Yisroel making Cheshbonos, and 

thereby ruling over their Yetzer Hara, this causes 

them to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu and learn the 

Torah.  Klal Yisroel doing this is what keeps the 

world going, and this causes them to be Zoche in 

Olam Hazeh.  Therefore, Klal Yisroel had a right to 

take Cheshbon from Sichon, though they still 

needed Sichon to take it from Moav first.   

ח"ברכת הרי  על כן יאמרו המשלים “ 21:27 - 

 There are many Mitzvos that one – ”באו חשבון

cannot fulfill with action, yet there are two other 

ways it can be fulfilled.  The first is through 

Machshavah, thought.  As the Gemara in Brochos 

6a says that if one thought to do a Mitzvah, he had 

full intention of doing it, and then an unavoidable 

mishap occurs preventing him from actually 

performing the Mitzvah, it is like he actually 

performed the Mitzvah.  The second is through 

Dibbur, speech.  As the Gemara in Menochos 110a 

says that if one recites the Parsha of Olah, it is as if 

he brought a Korbon Olah.  “על כן יאמרו המושלים” – 

this refers to the Tzaddikim who rule over their 

Yetzers, that they come to this world to complete 

the Taryag Mitzvos.  “בואו חשבון” – They are 

Mekayeim all of Taryag Mitzvos with Machshavah 

(from the word חשבון), their thoughts, and with 

) ”עיר סיחון“ עיר  refers to the Guf, and סיחון refers 

to the soothing speech of the Torah Hakdosha) – 

with their speech.   

על כן יאמרו המשלים “ 21:27 - עוד יוסף חי 

 It is known that the Yetzer Hara is – ”באו חשבון
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very devious.  He devises all sorts of plans and 

tricks in his attempt to get a person to sin.  

Therefore, the way for one to do Teshuva and to 

act in the proper manner, must also be done in this 

way.  He must come up with strategies to outsmart 

the Yetzer Hara.  There was once a great individual 

who was friends with the Malach Hamaves (angel 

of death).  One day that man beseeched his friend, 

the Malach Hamaves to fulfill his one request.  

When the day of his death arrives, he should not 

take his soul until he says Vidui for his sins.  The 

Malach Hamaves swore that he would keep that 

request.  The man was overjoyed and believed that 

he would live forever, for he would never say Vidui 

and therefore the Malach Hamaves would never be 

able to take his life.  When the day arrived that this 

person was supposed to die, the Malach Hamaves 

appeared on the road in front of him like a deathly 

ill man.  He was yelling for help.  He told the man 

that he was Jewish, and was distraught that he was 

about to die and desperately wanted to say Vidui, 

but did not know how to.  He asked the person if 

he could say it first, and then he would repeat after 

him.  He had compassion for this deathly ill man, 

and said Vidui with the sick man repeating after 

him.  As soon as he was done, the “sick man” 

revealed himself to be the Malach Hamaves, and 

told him that he had come to take his soul.  The 

man was completely befuddled, and asked the 

Malach Hamaves why he acted like a sick man.  The 

Malach Hamaves explained that by doing so, he 

was absolved of his oath now that Vidui was said, 

and could now take his soul.  This is the way of the 

Malach Hamaves, and the way to counteract him is 

to act in a similar manner.  Each day, Dovid 

Hamelech would awaken in the morning and say, 

“Today I will go to this person’s field, I will go on a 

tour of this, I will go to bathe there, etc…. but in his 

heart he was planning to go the Bais Hamedrash 

and learn with his Talmidim.  On his walk to the 

place he had said he was going to, he would pass 

by a Bais Medrash and jump in, so that the Yetzer 

Hara would not have any time to convince him 

otherwise. Had he said he was going to the Bais 

Hamedrash, the Yetzer Hara would have come up 

with a myriad of reasons for him not to go there. 

Therefore, by Dovid Hamelech doing this, the 

Yetzer Hara’s guard was down, and he was able to 

serve Hashem properly.  If Dovid Hamelech had to 

do this, all the more reason that we need to. 

 In order for one to be from those who – ”המשלים“

“rule” over his Yetzer, “באו חשבון” – you must 

make calculations, come up with ways to trick and 

outsmart the Yetzer Hara. By doing so, “ תבנה ותכונן

 which refers ”עיר“ He will build up his – ”עיר סיחון

to the Guf, as it says in Koheles that the Guf is 

called an, “עיר קטנה.”  

על כן יאמרו המשלים באו “ 21:27 - באר משה 

 Chazal are Meramez something to us that – ”חשבון

is truly great.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Klal Yisroel 

that they were not allowed to conquer Moav.  

However, there was still a way for Klal Yisroel to 

destroy Moav while heeding the command of 

Hashem, and that was through Sichon.  Sichon 

conquered Moav, and then Klal Yisroel conquered 

Sichon – which they were allowed to do.  There is a 

great Mussar for us to learn from this.  Even if one 

has a Havtacha from Above, one must still make 

sure to follow the ways of Hashem, for there can 

be a work around the Havtacha, as it says in 

Bereishis Rabbah 76 – “ שאין הבטחה לצדיק בעולם

 There is no Havtacha for the Tzaddik in“ – ”הזה

Olam Hazeh.”  (We see that by the Avos 

Hakdoshim, although they had received Havtachos 

from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, they always feared that 

perhaps they sinned, and were no longer worthy of 

that Havtacha.  Meaning that although the 

Havtacha was given, and of course will be kept, 

there are things that can happen which can 

undermine the Havtacha.  One must battle the 

Yetzer Hara in this world up until, and including, 

the day he dies).  One should always make a 

calculation of the reward of Mitzvos, and the loss 

that comes about from Aveiros.   

ץ"מגן אבות לרשב   – Avos 2:1 “ והוה מחשב

 ”הפסד מצוה כנגד שכרה ושכר עבירה כנגד הפסדה
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– It is easy for one to follow the Rotzon Hashem 

when he has no stumbling blocks in his path.  The 

true test is when he has difficulties and stumbling 

blocks in his path, will he still follow the Rotzon 

Hashem.  By performing Mitzvos in difficult 

situations he demonstrates his true love for 

Hashem.  The easier the test is, and one does not 

overcome it, the greater the punishment.  In 

contrast, the greater the test is and one overcomes 

it, the greater reward he receives.  “הפסד מצוה” – 

The greater the difficulty and loss one has in 

performing the Rotzon Hashem, “כנגד שכרה” – the 

greater reward.  “ושכר עבירה” – The more pleasure 

one receives from his sins, “כנגד הפסדה” – his 

punishment will be greater.   

ושכר עבירה כנגד “ Avos 2:1 – מאירי 

 For sinning one has a double loss: Firstly – ”הפסדה

he will receive Gehinom, secondly, he will lose Gan 

Eden.    

הסתכל בשלשה דברים “ Avos 2:1 – בית יוסף 

עין , דע מה למעלה ממך: תה בא לידי עבירהואין א

וכל מעשיך בספר נכתבים, רואה ואזן שומעת ” – Why 

does the Tanna need to give so many details – it 

should have been enough to say, “ דע מה למעלה

 Know what is above you” and that would“ – ”ממך

be all inclusive?  Tehillim 94:8,9 “ בינו בערים בעם

אם יוצר עין , הנטע אזן הלא ישמע. וכסילים מתי תשכילו

 Understand, you boors among the“ – ”הלא יביט

people; and you fools, when will you gain wisdom?  

The One Who implants the ear, will He not hear, 

will He Who fashions the eye not see?”  That which 

man does not see that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is 

Mashgiach, watches over and is in charge of all, can 

lead him to err and not realize that everything is 

revealed to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  He may think 

that he can say and do things which the Ribbono 

Shel Olam  does not “hear” or “see”.  Dovid 

Hamelech says that one who thinks like that, is a 

boor or a fool.  How could one not realize that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu is Mashgiach over all?  If one 

contemplates into Hashem’s workings, even a little 

bit, he will surely come to recognize that it is all 

directed by Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, who created man’s eyes, can certainly 

see everything, and he who gave man intellect, and 

eyesight, can certainly see, hear and understand 

all.  One must think about this, and strengthen his 

Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that  אין עוד מלבדו

 - that there is no one but Hashem.  The Tanna says 

that one must contemplate three things:  his eyes 

that see, his ears that hear, and his actions written 

down (which corresponds to one’s mind) and that 

if one contemplates these three things, he will 

recognize “that which is above him”, and this will 

strengthen his Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   

 Perhaps now we can explain this message – 

a powerful lesson in life.  Let’s analyze the events 

Sichon.  They thought they were on top of the 

world.  They went into the mighty Moav and 

conquered them.  They thought they could 

conquer the world.  They weren’t afraid of Klal 

Yisroel or anyone else.  Klal Yisroel requested 

permission to journey through their land and they 

refused.  They went to battle with Klal Yisroel that 

resulted in a resounding defeat.  They didn’t realize 

that they were a pawn in Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s 

plan.  Klal Yisroel were not allowed to fight Moav, 

so how could they conquer Cheshbon?  Sichon 

conquered Moav just so that Klal Yisroel could 

ultimately take over Cheshbon and the surrounding 

lands.  We must all constantly make “Cheshbonos” 

– “calculations.”  We must never be satisfied with 

where we are in Ruchniyos.  We much constantly 

strive to further our Avodas Hashem, and know 

that there is always more to go.  Throughout our 

journey in life, we must always remember that we 

are going up against the Yetzer Hara. He will seek 

to trick us with his devious plans.  Just as we see 

that Yaakov had to act deviously with Lavan, we 

must act deviously with the Yetzer Hara.  Make an 

announcement that you are only going to do 

something small in Avodas Hashem, and then 

stretch it out – for as long as you can.  May we be 

Zoche to outsmart the Yetzer Hara throughout our 

lives, and always make the proper “Cheshbonos.”   


