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A hearty Mazel Tov to dear Facebuker friends Rabbi & Mrs. Benzion Klatzko and Rabbi & Mrs. Aaron Eisemann on the 

wedding of their children Avi and Bracha Baila. May the fruits emulate the trees and give you much Yiddishe nachas. 
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Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

     

 

 

Behaaloscha 5777 

The New, Now! 

HASHEM said to Moshe saying, “Speak to Aaron and say to him: When you “light-up” the lamps, toward 

the face of the Menorah shall the seven lamps cast light.” Aaron did so - (Bamidbar 8:1-2)  Aaron did so: 

To teach you the praise of Aaron that he did not change. (Rashi) 

What’s so great that Aaron lit the lights? Anybody could do that! Why would he do differently than what 

he understood with perfect clarity G-d had told him to do? So what’s the great praise for? 

The Sefas Emes offers an answer that not only did Aaron not deviate in the behavior of lighting the first 

time but for all forty years in the desert he maintained the same high degree of intensity and excitement 

as if it was the first time. Even though people are naturally dulled by repetitive actions and driven to 

search for something fresh the “first time” is the choicest of them in terms of pure passion! 

The Sefas Emes quotes a well-known Rashi on a familiar verse in the 2nd Paragraph of Shema, “And it will 

come to pass if you continually hearken (accept and review) My commandments that I command you 

today…” (Devarim 11:13) Rashi explains the double expression of listening, “If you will listen to the old 

you will understand the new!” On the latter word “today” he says that words of Torah, the 

commandments, should be new and fresh to you as if you heard it spoken to you today! 

It sounds a little counter intuitive that if you listen to the old you will understand the new. If one wants a 

flavor of new it seems backwards to pursue the old. Rather turn the page and go onto something new! 

Maybe we can understand the dynamics at play with the following Chinese proverb that caught my 

attention in a book of notes from poets. The saying goes like this: “Read 100 poems, write like one 

hundred poets! Read 1000 poems, write like yourself!” 

It seems that in order to access the new, one needs to master the old. That makes sense! How can one 

venture into the creative world without first having gained proficiency that which is already known. 

Perhaps that’s why musicians and comedians appreciate that improv is the highest form of art. Speaking 

impromptu is not to be unprepared. It is rather to be prepared for 

anything! 

What had Aaron mastered? Perhaps we can posit that grasped the fine 

art of experiencing the new in the old! After all, King Solomon the 

wisest of all men had already informed us in Koheles that “there is 

nothing new under the sun”. There is nothing new! Why then are we 

obsessed with news? Everything being reported is a recycling of the 

same old jealousy, appetite, and glory seeking take a man out of the 

world. Where then does this insanely overpowering drive derive from? 

We say twice daily in our morning prayers, “HaMechadesh b’kol yom tamid Ma’aseh Breishis - He renews 

all day constantly the act of creation!” HASHEM is looking into the Torah and creating the world now and 

now again! The world only seems void of the flavor of “newness” “under the sun”. That’s where boredom 

and frustration is found!           OVER� 
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However, from beyond the sun the world is constantly being reinvigorated and affirmed with the freshest 

of “newness.” The Nefesh HaChaim points out that most every Brocho (Blessing) is cast in the present 

tense! It’s the current creation and the constant recreation of the apple we bless, not the history of the 

fruit. 

Even though the first time a deed is done it naturally has the advantage of originality and the benefit of 

novelty, however, when one is able to reach and live beyond the sun, he can repeat an act thousands of 

times and be continually bathing in the light of the new - now!  

- Rabbi Label Lam - Beha’alosecha 5773 

The Torah says, “As the vision in which G-d showed Moses the Menorah, so was the 
Menorah made.” 

The Midrash tells us that HaShem made a Menorah of fire to show Moshe what the candelabrum 
of the Mishkan should look like. Moshe then had difficulty fashioning the Menorah, with its 
intricate flowers and cups, from the single block of gold as required. After much effort and 
numerous attempts, Moshe realized he couldn’t do it. 

HaShem told him to throw the large chunk of gold into a fire. Moshe did so and the Menorah 
formed by itself. This, say our Sages, is the meaning of the verse. Just as G-d showed Moshe the 
Menorah (in fire), so was the Menorah made (by putting it into fire.) 

Story Time! 

A city had a special curfew after which people were not allowed to be on the streets. A traveler who 
had no place to go violated the curfew, and when the police arrested him and wished to take him to 
the local jail, he protested. 

“I am a member of the royal family!” he declared. “The king would not 
want you to treat me this way.” They doubted his story but he said to 
them, “If you don’t believe me, take me to the palace and awaken the 
King. He will bear out my story.” 

The police took him to the palace and the King was told that a member 
of the royal family had been picked up by the guards. When the King 
came into the room, he said, “I have no idea who this person is!” 

“Your Majesty,” cried the traveler. “I am alone in this city. I have no 
one to protect me but you. You are the only one who can help me.” 

Touched by the man’s pleas, the King said, “Leave him be. If he throws 
himself upon my mercy and puts his trust in me, I cannot let him 
down.” 

Similarly, Moshe Rabbeinu knew that he could not fashion the Menorah. He therefore turned to 
G-d himself and he was not disappointed. 

The lesson for us is that when we place our complete trust in G-d and know that our efforts are 
insignificant, He will come forth to care for us and take care of us every time. 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
At the end of the Parsha, Miriam and Aharon are involved in speaking negatively about Moshe for 
divorcing his wife. He did it so he would be ready at a moment’s notice to greet the Holy Countenance of 
G-d, and Miriam felt that it was “excessive.” She and Aharon had also been prophets yet they lived as 
normal people. Suddenly, HaShem appeared to them to declare that Moshe was NOT like everyone else. 
She was then struck with tzora’as, spiritual leprosy, and was subject to the entire Metzora process. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: Miriam was a tzadeikes who loved her baby brother. She didn’t mean anything bad 
by it. She only spoke to her other brother, whom she knew would not think ill of him. They probably wanted to try to help 
him get back together with his wife, so there was a purpose to it, and yet, merely because she misjudged Moshe and did not 
appreciate his true essence, she violated Lashon Hara and was punished publicly. 

What should we learn from this event about the strictness of Lashon Hara and the power of our words? 


