
 
משפטים פרשת  

Week #38 

Opening Sealed Packaging 
 

1) May a child be given a candy if it is certain that he will rip letters when 
opening it? 

All wrappers should preferably be opened before Shabbos. However, if one 
forgot to do so and it is impossible to open the package without tearing the 
letters, one may give the closed item to a child to open on his own. An adult 
should not open it. 
 
2) If one mistakenly ripped a letter while opening a wrapper on Shabbos, 

is it permissible to eat the food? 

Yes, it is still permissible to eat the food1. 
 

3) May one rip a package between letters of a word? 

Yes, it is permissible to use this method to open packages with letters. 
 

4) May one separate one stick of string cheese from the rest? 

No. The plastic between the individual sticks is perforated and it is forbidden 
to cut along perforations on Shabbos.    -מחתך  - 
  

5) May one make a knot on a package if it will remain for more than 24 
hours, or open a knot on a package that has been there for more than 24 

hours? 
No. - מתיר /קושר-  
 

7) Is it permissible to open garbage bags, diapers, disposable tablecloths, 
tissues? 

These items are often partially connected and would require ripping to open. 
Care must be taken to open the partially connected items that will be needed 
before Shabbos2. 

                                                           
1 Chazal imposed a ban on deriving benefit from a Melocha transgression, even when done by mistake (Ma’aseh 

Shabbos). This case, however, would not be considered deriving benefit from the Melocha itself. 
2 In case of need (e.g. no other diapers/tablecloths are available), one may ask a non-Jew to open it. 
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