
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

דברים פרשת  – Respect 

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

 

יֻדע  ים ּוְנֹבנ  ם ֲחָכמ  יֶכם ֲאָנש  ּו לָ ָהב ְבט  ים ו  ימ  יכֶ ים ְלש  יכֶ ם בְ ם ַוֲאש  ('יג 'א)ם: ָראש   

Provide for yourselves men who are wise, understanding and well known to 

your tribes and I shall appoint them as your heads 

The Medrash Rabba comments on the word ם ֵ֖ ימ  ִׂ“ that the letter ַוֲאשִׂ  can be changed ”שִׂ
for a “ִׂ  which means a sin, a travesty. The אשמהand then the root word will beִׂ ”שִׂ
Medrash goes on to explain that its two sides of the same coin. A leader is there to be 
respected and to be listened to. If not, then it is a terrible sin. More than that, if the 
leaders are listened to, then they will have “clout” with Hashem. If they say something 
will happen, it will indeed happen. But if the people don’t listen to their leaders, then 
they lose their power to make a difference in Shomayim. 

It’s almost as though the people empower their leaders by having respect for hem 
and by accepting their leadership. 

On this point, the Sefer Lekach Tov brings a powerful story that happened with Harav 
Aaron Kotler. He was once learning through some Torah of the Chasam Sofer. Whilst 
learning, Rav Aaron took a different view to the Chasam Sofer and he spoke slightly 
critically of the Chasam Sofer’s Vort. That night there were two incidents in the Kotler 
house that caused his family pain. Rav Aaron immediately commented that this was 
a punishment for his words before that day.  

Even though it is absolutely correct to disagree on a Pshat in Torah; Rav Aaron felt 
that he still didn’t show enough respect to the Chasam Sofer even whilst disagreeing.  

This takes the concept of the Medrash even further than just “listening to the 
Gedolim.” Even if you choose to follow a different path or disagreed with that opinion, 
you must still show respect. 

Rav Yecheskel Abmramsky said over a similar story about himself. He was one 
involved in a matter together with the great Gaon Rav Yitzchock Elchonon Spector. At 
one point, he disagreed strongly with Harav Spector and spoke out his opinion. That 
morning the Bolshevicks came to their town and Rav Abramsky had to hide from 
them. He ran into a certain house and hid there.  

Whilst he was there he looked around for Seforim but he could’nt see any. He asked 
the widow who lived there if she had any Seforim at all and she came back with a 
single Sefer that she had. To his amazement, it was one of the Seforim of Rav Yitzchock 
Elchonon. What’s more, when he opened the Sefer, it opened to a page that discussed 
the very subject that he had argued with him earlier about. 

Rav Ambramsky took this as a sign that he was about to be caught by the Bolshevicks 
as a punishment for arguing with the great Gaon Rav Yitschock Elchonon. Indeed later 
that day he was caught and sentenced to hard labor in Siberia. After months of being 
there, one night he dreamt that Rav Yitzchock Elchconon came to him and was staring 
at him. Once he awoke, he spoke to the officials and found out that he was to be 
released that day. (It was Erev Yom Kipor). 

From both of these stories, we can see the importance of learning how to disagree 
with our respect intact for the other person. Our leaders should always be respected, 
even in a situation of difference of opinion. 

And of course, for us laymen, this is equally important in getting on with each other. 
Especially in this time of year when avoiding Sinas Chinam is our priority, we should 
look past our differences of opinion and unite with mutual respect for one another. 

 


