
 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 
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ה    [24:63] ֶ֖ ּוַח ַבָשד  ק ָלשֵ֥ א ִיְצָחָ֛ ֵ֥ צֵּ ַויֵּ  
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Yitzchok went out to daven in the field 
As is well known, the Gemoro in Maseches Brochos ascribes the establishment of our 
thrice-daily tefilos (prayer services) to the Ovos.  Our forefather Yitzchok is credited with 
instituting tefilas minchah (the afternoon service).  Our possuk is the source material 
from which the Gemoro draws this conclusion.  Bearing in mind the accepted position 
that Avrohom, Yitzchok and Ya’akov conducted themselves in accordance with Torah 
precepts, though the Torah had not yet been given, Tosfos ask how it was that Yitzchok 
davened in a field, since the halacha is that one may not daven in such a wide-open space, 
but rather only in a room with a roof over one’s head.  Tosfos answer that Yitzchok was 
in fact davening at the mokom haMikdosh (the holy site where the Temple would 
stand).  The Taz (Orach Chayim 90) elucidates that Yitzchok was not actually outdoors.  It 
is simply that the possuk refers to the mokom haMikdosh (Har ha’Morioh) by reference 
to a sadeh (field).  [It is noteworthy that in Kabbalistic terminology, shomayim (the 
heavens) is also characterised as a field.]  Alternatively, the Taz posits, given that it was a 
site of great kedushoh (holiness), it was permitted to daven outside.  The Chiddushei 
haRim offers an alternative answer.  He explains that the reason why we do not daven in 
a field is because davening indoors should remind us of the Beis haMikdosh and that our 
kavonoh in davening is that our tefilos should rise up to Hashem through the Kodesh 
Kodoshim (Holy of Holies), the focal point of the Temple.  Nevertheless, explains the 
Chiddushei haRim, this consideration only came into effect after Yaakov Ovinu 
designated the mokom haMikdosh as a bayis – a house.  As it had not previously been 
defined in this way, and Yitzchok styled it as a field, at the relevant time it was permissible 
to daven in such surroundings. 

 

Avrohom came to eulogise Soroh and to weep over her 

We have the mesoroh (tradition) that the letter chaf in the word velivkoso is written in smaller form than usual.  As well as seeking a 

reason for this, we can also query why it is that the Torah describes Avrohom as eulogising Soroh before he weeps for her.  The sefer 

Kehillas Yitzchok draws first on the Pirkei DeRebbi Eliezer, which describes how the soton frightened Soroh to death by showing her 

images of the early stages of the Akeidoh (offering up of Yitzchok).  So, when Avrohom returned with Yitzchok from Har HaMorioh, he 

found that his wife had passed away.  If one treats the soton as a messenger of Hashem (that is, with a G-d given function), why was he 

to take Soroh from Avrohom, when the latter had just performed such a monumental mitzvoh?  The Gemoroh in Maseches Kiddushin 

[40b] indicates that whenever a person regrets a mitzvoh that he has performed, the result is that he automatically loses the merit that 

is attached to that mitzvoh.  This concept is embodied in tefillas Ma’ariv when we say “vehoseir soton milfoneinu umei’achareinu”… page 2 

ּה  [23:2] ה ְוִלְבֹכתָּ רָּ ם ִלְסֹפד ְלשָּ הָּ  ַויָּבֹא ַאְברָּ
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Then he (Eliezer) said, “I am a servant of Avrohom” 

Chazal point out that, whilst complex halochos (laws) relating to 

taharoh (spiritual purity) and its antithesis can be learned out 

from a single extra letter in a word, the Torah goes to 

considerable length in recording the detail of the conversation 

of Eliezer, faithful servant of Avrohom, with Rivka’s family.  The 

implication is that a single word emitted from the mouth of 

someone who is only one of our forefathers’ domestic staff may 

carry greater significance than the Torah of their progeny.  In 

this specific instance what is the lesson that we should derive 

from the ample, precious ink employed to document the 

minutiae of this episode?  In answer, Rav Aharon Kotler explains 

that even the most complex questions in halocho (Jewish law) 

are relatively straightforward compared to the sensitivity that 

must be employed for questions concerning bein odom 

lachaveiro (interpersonal relationships between ourselves and 

others).  In essence, a chicken is either kosher or it is not.  Yet, 

when it comes to dealing with other people, the governing 

dynamics are in a state of constant flux with umpteen factors to 

take into consideration.  This is due to the fact that we are 

dealing with complex human beings who have delicate feelings.  

Whilst a single letter can teach us that something is tomei 

(ritually impure), it takes rather more to teach us how to 

conduct ourselves in a multitude of situations.  Only by studying 

the stories of our ovos (forefathers) in their entirety, including 

those details that may superficially appear to be extraneous, can 

we acquire the knowledge that will lead us to develop the 

highest standards of behaviour towards each other. 
 

…  may Hashem remove the soton both from in front 

of us and from behind us.  This is interpreted to mean 
that Hashem should restrain the yetzer horo that 

tempts us away from performing mitzvos or towards 
sin, as well as blocking that same force’s attempts to 

make us regret our positive actions, thereby forfeiting 

our future reward.  Therefore, after failing in his 
attempts to deter Avrohom from Akeidas Yitzchok 

(despite the numerous attempts described in the 

Medrash), the soton takes his final opportunity to 

negate the tremendous merit notched up by our 
patriarch.  The discovery of the unexpected death of 

Soroh Imeinu seemed the perfect tactic to provoke 
Avrohom to regret his actions.  Yet, the Torah makes 

clear that Avrohom simply eulogised his wife and only 

after that did he weep for her, suggesting that the 
weeping was merely secondary to praising her 

accomplishments.  Furthermore, the diminutive chaf 

underlines the fact that, though Avrohom clearly 

mourned the loss of his precious wife, such mourning 

was subdued.  Taken together these indicators come 

to inform us that the soton was thwarted once again 

and that Avrohom did not regret his compliance with 

Hashem’s final test of him.  Rather, he accepted 
Soroh’s passing with complete faith, preserving in full 

measure the merit of Akeidas Yitzchok not only for 

himself, but for every generation of his descendants 
for evermore. 

 
 

ֹנִכי    [24:34] ם אָּ הָּ ַויֹאַמר ֶעֶבד ַאְברָּ  
 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-את לעשות  
 

Three blessings are mentioned in the Torah’s 
account of creation.  The first was given to 

fish, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the water 
in the Seas”; the second blessing was given to 

man, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
land”; and the third was given to Shabbos, 

“Hashem blessed the seventh day and 
sanctified it”.  When a person eats fish on 

Shabbos all three blessings coincide. 
 

Bnei Yissaschar 

 

If a person observe Shabbos, Hashem  
listens to his prayers. 

 

Meor HaShabbos 
 

Continued from page 1 

 

 


